Go 

974.602 

B76h 

1770816 


REYNOLDS  HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


3  1833  01068  5243 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/historicalnotesrOOhinc 


^HISTORICAL  jST  O  TE  a 


RESPECTING  THE  PARISH 


OF 


STRATFIELD  m  NEWMEI 


EEIDGEPOET,  COISiK 


177081 € 

IlfTEODUCTIOK 


Although  Bridgeport  has  become  the  third  city  of  Connecticut 
j  in  point  of  wealth  and  population,  and  is  inferior  to  none  of  its 
j  rivals  in  business  enterprise  and  activity,  it  must  be  confessed  that 
I  its  career  offers  but  slight  temptation  to  the  historian.    Its  triumplis 
I  have  been  those  of  peace,  and  the  record  of  its  progress  an  unc- 
j  ventful  one,  darkened  by  no  great  reverses.    Though  this  uniform 
;  prosperity  can  not  be  a  cause  of  regret,  it  imparts  to  the  history  of 
I  the  place  something  of  monotony.    There  are,  however,  many 
j  scattered  incidents  connected  with  the  growth  of  the  place,  that 
j  possess  at  least  a  local  interest,  but  each  passing  day  renders  the 
memory  of  these  occurrences  more  indistinct,  and  increases  the 
ditficulty  of  obtaining  them.    It  is  with  the  hope  of  preserving 
some  of  them  so  that  they  may  be  available  for  future  use  that  tlie 
present  sketch  has  been  undertaken.    The  author  in  preparing  it 
has  made  frequent  use  of  the  "Recollections  of  Olden  Time,"  by 
Esq.  Isaac  Sherman,  and  the    History  of  New  Haven  Colony."  by 
Mr.  E.  R.  Lambert,  both  late  residents  of  Bridgeport.    lie  would 
also  acknowledge  his  obligations  to  Messrs.  R.  B.  Laccy,  W.  R. 
j  Bunnell,  Joshua  Lord,  aud  others,  for  information  furnished  him. 

The  necessary  limits  of  the  article  did  not  permit  its  being 
I  brought  down  to  a  more  recent  period  than  the  year  1850.  Ibmre 
some  additional  material  that  hiis  been  collected  could  not  be  made 
use  of,  and  the  narrative  will  be  found,  like  the  valentiDC  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Weller,  "to  pull  up  wery  sudden." 
I  Perhaps  at  some  future  day  it  may  be  contiiuicd,  aud  brought  to 
completion. 


mSTOKIOAL  l^OTES; 


Along  the  northern  edge  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport  runs  a  broad 
and  ancient  road,  now  comparatively  little  traveled,  but  formerly 
i  an  important  thoroughfare. 

i  Passing  with  level  course  the  quiet  resting-place  of  our  dead 
in  the  beautiful  Mountain  Grove  Cemetery,  and  the  humbler  en- 
closure upon  the  other  side,  where  repose  no  less  peacefully  the  re- 
mains of  the  early  settlers,  it  rises  where  it  crosses  Park  Avenue, 
and  winds  over  the  brow  of  a  rocky  hill  till  it  reaches  Main  Street, 
where  it  resumes  its  former  level.  Beyond  this  point  it  inclines 
still  farther  towards  the  north,  and  crossing  the  Pequonnock  River 

I  only  a  little  below  the  reservoir,  widens  into  the  beautiful  com- 
mon, known  as  Old  Mill  Green,  and  is  finally  lost  to  view  on  the 
further  side  of  the  lofty  hill  which  intervenes  between  us  and  the 
village  of  Stratford.  To  a  portion  of  this  road  the  nime  of  North 
Avenue  has  been  recently  given,  but  it  is  more  frequently  spoken 
of  as  the  "Old  Stage-road,"  or  the  "King's  Highway,"  from  the 
circumstance  that  it  was  laid  out  long  prior  to  the  revolution,  when 
this  locality  was  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Great  Britain.  Along 
this  line,  about  midway  between  the  settlements  of  vStratford  and 
Fairfield,  the  first  white  inhabitants  of  this  vicinity  planted  them- 
selves. There  were  a  few  houses  built  to  the  northward  on  what 
is  now  the  Easton  Turnpike,  and  some  others  further  south  upon 
Division  Street,  but  the  old  road  was  the  centre  of  population,  and 
formed  the  main  street  of  the  plantation. 

Strolling  along  this  highAvay  on  a  summer  afternoon,  many  a 
pleasant  picture  of  the  olden  time  is  suggested  to  one  contempla- 
tively inclined.  Its  very  AA-idth,  which,  with  a  single  exception,  is 
more  than  twice  that  of  any  other  street  in  the  place,  shows  that 
the  land  was  of  less  value  formerly  than  at  present.  The  absence 
of  any  uniform  line  would  also  suggest  .that  the  fields  were  lir>-t 

i  laid  out,  while  the  road  was  left  to  take  care  of  itself. 


I 
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Here  and  there  stands  a  house  fronting  upon  it,  of  antique  fash- 
ion, its  shingled  sides  overgrown  with  moss,  and  long  sloping  roof, 
descending  nearly  to  the  ground  in  the  rear,  showing  it  to  be  the 
relic  of  another  generation. 

The  milestones  upon  the  road,  (one  of  which  it  is  unpleasant  to 
observe  is  defaced  by  a  painted  advertisement  of  "dry  goods  and 
carpets,")  are  supposed  to  have  been  set  up  by  Benjamin  Franklin  | 
when  he  Avas  postmaster-general  of  the  United  States,  and  this  j 
was  a  part  of  the  regular  mail  route  between  New  York  and  j 
Boston. 

But  the  history  of  the  place  dates  back  very  much  further  than  I 
Franklin's  time,  and  nearly  a  hundred  and  lifty  years  before,  he  ! 
passed  over  the  old  road  in  his  carriage,  with  a  curious  device  for  | 
measuring  the  distance  attached  to  its  hub,  English-speaking  peo-  | 
pie  had  their  habitations  here.  Before  them,  of  course,  were  the 
aborigines,  the  best  account  of  whom  is  contained  in  Deforest's 
"History  of  the  Indians  of  Connecticut." 

They  belonged  to  the  Paugussct  tribe,  and  their  domain  extended 
for  fifteen  miles  along  tiie  coast,  and  >ome  distance  back  into  tlie 
country.  It  included  the  land  now  divided  into  eight  townships — 
those  of  Bridgeport,  Stratford,  Milford,  Huntington,  Derby,  Orange, 
Trumbull,  arid  Monroe.  The  Wepawaugs,  upon  the  cast  side  of 
the  Ilousatonic  Kiver,  are  thought  to  have  been  a  branch  of  the 
same  tribe.  Their  neighbors  upon  the  east  were  the  Quinnipiacks, 
of  New  Haven;  on  the  we.-t  the  Unkawas,  of  Fairfield;  and  upon 
the  north  the  l*otatucks,  of  Newtown  and  "Woodbury.  With  the  | 
exception  of  tiiis  latter  tribe,  which  was  far  from  numerous,  the  ; 
'.  back  coimtry,  comj)ri-ing  the  present  limits  of  Litchfield,  and  j)or- 
1  tions  of  Fairfi'  ld  and  Hartford  Counties,  was  almost  uninhabited 
at  the  time  of  its  di-vovory  by  the  English.  The  Paugussets  had 
villages  at  Stratford  and  Millbrd,  and  at  otlier  points  upon  the 
banks  of  tlie  Ilousatonic  River.  At  one  of  these  settlements,  on 
the  ea-t  side  of  the  rivt-r,  nhout  half  a  mile  north  of  "Washington 
Bridge,  they  had  a  -^tn^ng  iMrtre-s,  consisting  of  haidcs  of  earth, 
and  stout  pali.-ades  ^et  lirmly  in  the  ground,  which  w;is  designed  to 
protect  them  again>t  th'  ir  enemies,  tlie  Mohawks.  The  first  set- 
tlements in  liiis  part  of  iho  country  by  tlu-  whites  were  made  in  i 
1G3'J,  at  Stratford,  l*t'<jU'inn(.n-h  and  Fairfii  ld.  a-  will  be  hereafter 
related  in  detail.  'I'hey  j.urehand  the  latul  whii  h  they  occupied 
from  the  Indian  >aehenis  who  ii.'reiMl  to  delViitl  their  title  again-t 
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I  any  other  Indians  whatsoever.    The  usual  manner  of  purchase  at 

that  time  was  the  Indian  method  of  "twier  and  turf."    A  t\\\<x,  and  \ 
i  a  piece  of  turf  being  brought  to  the  Sagamore,  he  placed  the  end  j 
j  of  the  branch  in  the  clod,  and  then  gave  it  to  the  English  as  a  token  j 
j  that  he  thereby  surrendered  to  them  the  soil,  with  all  the  trees  and  | 
j  appurtenances.    In  1659,  twenty  years  after  the  original  settle- 
j  ment,  the  territory  of  the  Paugussets  having  become  much  con- 
I  tracted  by  successive  sales  to  the  whites,  it  was  decreed  by  the  I 
I  General  Court  sitting  at  Hartford,  that  a  reservation  of  about  eighty  | 
j  acres  of  land  sliould  be  laid  for  the  Indians  upon  "Gold  Hill,"  as  i 
I  it  was  then  called,  commencing  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  embrac- 
i  ing  its  entire  surface.    The  committee  appointed  to  see  that  this 
I  order  was  put  in  execution  were  Mr.  Campbell,  Thomas  Fitch,  | 
;  Richard  Olmstead,  and  Kathaniel  Elye,  of  Norwalk.    This  was 
'  the  same  eminence  which  is  now  known  to  us  as  Golden  Hill,  so 
called  from  the  glistening  mica  found  in  its  rocks.    The  value  of 
I  the  reservation  was  appraised  by  the  committee  at  twenty  pounds 
sterling,  which  sum  was  afterwards  paid  to  the  town  of  Stratford 
by  Fairfield,  as  many  of  the  Indians  who  were  removed  to  this 
I  tract  had  previously  lived  within  the  limits  of  the  latter  place, 
j  About  a  hundred  wigwams  stood  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  in  them 
i  the  Indians  resided  during  the  winter,  living  chiefly  upon  shell  tish. 
j  It  is  stated  by  old  inhabitants  that  underneath  the  level  of  Elm 
!  Street  is  a  deposit  of  shells  five  or  six  feet  in  depth,  which  were 
I  thrown  there  by  the  Indians. 

During  the  summer  months  the  men  would  frequently  be  absent 
I  for  weeks  at  a  time  upon  hunting  excursions  through  the  forests 
j  which  covered  the  entire  country  a  little  way  back  from  the  coast. 
I  The  women  and  children  on  such  occasions  would  be  left  behind  to 
I  cultivate  their  corn-fields,  with  which  the  larger  portion  of  the  hill 

was  covered.    The  corn  they  were  accustomed  to  either  roast  green, 

or 'to  dry  and  pound  in  mortars  hollowed  out  from  the  rock.    A  . 

good  specimen  of  this  kind  of  mortar  may  still  be  seen  on  the  lodge 

a  few  miles  west  of  Bridgeport,  known  as  Samp  Mortar  Kock. 

Two  others  also  remain  upon  a  hill  wc-t  of  the  reservoir. 

Their  burial-ground  was  upon  Golden  Kill,  near  the  head  of 

Broad  Street,  though  their  bones  have  been  found  at  various  times 

in  other  places. 

After  the  year  IGoD,  when  their  land  was  set  olf  to  them,  thi'se 
Indians  were  generally  known  iis  the  Golden  Hill  tribe,  froHi  the  | 
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name  of  their  reservation.  In  the  year  1731  the  last  sachem  who 
bad  exercised  authority  over  all  the  branches  of  the  tribe  died,  and 
at  his  death  the  tribe  was  broken  up.  Some  removed  to  New  York 
and  joined  the  Six  Nations,  and  others  connected  themselves  with 
the  Potatucks  of  Newtown.  But  very  few  remained  upon  their  ^ 
land  at  Golden  Hill,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  1765  the  rem- 
nant of  the  tribe  had  dwindled  to  four  men  and  three  women. 
Seeing  their  numbers  so  reduced  tlie  settlers  began  to  encroach 
upon  their  reservation,  and  to  tear  down  the  unoccupied  wigwams. 
Three  of  tlie  Indians,  named  respectively,  Jolni,  Eunice,  and  Sarah  ! 
Shoran  or  Sherman,  petitioned  the  legislature  for  redress.  The 
matter  was  investigated,  and  the  parties  who  had  encroached  upon 
I  them  were  ordered  to  vacate  the  premises,  and  to  restore  the  land 
I  which  they  had  unlawfully  occupied,  A  compromise  was,  however, 
!  finally  effected,  by  which  the  Indians  gave  up  all  right  and  title  to 
their  Golden  Hill  property,  receiving  in  exchange  twelve  acres  of 
land  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Pequonnock  River,  eight  acres  of 
woodland  on  Rocky  Hill,  thirty  bu-hels  of  corn,  and  three  pounds 
worth  of  blankets.  The  tract  upon  the  river  to  which  they  re- 
moved was  afterwards  known  as  the  *•  Indian  Lot,"  and  was  situ- 
ated near  the  present  junction  of  I\lain  and  Franklin  Streets. 
Within  the  recollection  of  men  now  living  an  Indian  wigwam  stood 
upon  it.  A  clear  spring  of  water  in  the  same  vicinity  was  also 
!  known  as  the  "Indian  Spring."  The  Rocky  Hill  tract  was  north 
I  of  the  present  reservoir. 

•  Both  of  these  pieces  of  Iriud  were  eventually  sold,  and  the  pro- 
!  ceeds,  amounting  to  a  considerable  sum,  invested  for  the  benefit- of 
I  the  surviving  members  of  the  tribe.    In  1812  tlie  sum  of  five  hun- 

■  dred  dollars  from  this  fund  was  expended  in  purchasing  a  small 

j  house  and  about  twenty  acres  of  wild  land,  in  the  township  of 
:  Trumbull,  lo  which  they  were  removed.    Until  quite  a  recent  pe- 

■  riod  sonv*  of  these  Indians  and  those  of  another  family,  called  the 
Van  tribe,  would  occasionally  visit  thi-^  city.    They  M'ere  all  poor, 
mi.M'ral'lt*.  and  degraded,  and  it  seems  probable  that  the  race  is  now  : 
entirely  extinct. 

The  fji-st  tinit;  these  coasts  were  ever  trodden  by  the  foot  of  the 

■  white  man  was  during  the  memorable  pursuit  of  the  Pequot  Indi- 
ans, in  1C37.  After  the  de-truction  of  the  main  body  of  their 
tribe  at  the  ''Pecpiot  Fort,"  on  Groton  Hill,  the  survivors  tied 

j  {southward  and  westward  along  the  shore  of  the  sound.    They  were. 
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pursued  by  :i  hody  of  troops  under  the  command  of  Captairi  Mason 
«ind  Lieutf;iiant  Davenport,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  Indian 
allies.    The  country  at  that  time  was  covered  with  a  thick  forest, 
and  tlie  wide  and  deep  currents  of  the  Housatonic'(then  called  the  ■ 
Paugussct)  and  of  the  Pequonnock  presented  serious  obstacles  to 
their  pa-?age.    The  latter  river  must  have  been  crossed  above  Berk- 
shire Pond,  for  belov.-  that  point  it  is  not  fordable  even  at  the  present  ' 
day,  when  its  depth  is  much  less  than  formerly.    ]N"ear  this  place  | 
occurred  a  skirmish,  in  which  a  soldier  named  John  Woods  was  j 
killed.    Two  years  later  a  musket  with  his  initials  carved  upon  it  ! 
was  found  by  Lieutenant  Thomas  Bull,  and  by  him  was  restored  to  | 
Woods'  relatives.    Near  the  present  site  of  the  village  of  South-  ! 
port  the  fugitives  v/ere  overtaken,  the  swamp  in  which  they  had  I 
sought  refuge  was  surrounded,  and  all  were  destroyed  or  taken  i 
prisoners. 

Upon  tlie  return  of  the  army  the  soldiers  carried  back  favorable  j 
reports  of  the  country  through  which  they  had  passed,  and  in  1039 
tracts  of  land  at  Cuphcag,  afterwards  called  Stratford,  and  at  Puf/h- 
quonnoch,  were  purchased  from  the  Paugusset  Indians,  and  settle- 
ments commenced  upon  them.  Unquozca,  or  Fairfield,  was  also 
settled  about  the  same  time. 

It  would  be  a  matter  of  interest  to  know  who  the  original  plant- 
ers at  Pequonnock  were,  and  the  precise  spot  upon  which  they  lo- 
cated, but  this  is  now  impossible.    We  know,  however,  that  there 
must  have  been  a  considerable  number,  as  in  October,  1G30,  a  com- 
mittee was  appouited  by  the  General  Court,  then  sitting  at  Hart- 
ford, lo  repair  to  Pequonnock.    They  were  ordered  to  administer  j 
the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  planters,  and  to  direct  them  to  choose  two  | 
I  deputies  to  represent  them  in  the  next  General  Court,  and  to  dcs-  i 
;  ignate  a  proper  person  to  exercise  the  men  in  military  discipline. 
I  Tliey  were  also  to  establish  a  court  whose  jurisdiction  should  be 
contincd  to  small  cases,  in  which  the  amount  in  dispute  should  not  ' 
exceed  the  value  of  40  shillimgs.    Perhaps  in  the  term  Pcquon-  ; 
nock,  the  territory  now  embi-aced  in  the  limits  of  Fairlield  may  ) 
I  have  also  been  included,  but  it  is  unmislakeable  that  the  name  i!.M>h'  ! 
I  was  given  to  the  territory  lying  contiguous  to  the  boundary  line  he-  | 
I  tween  the  plantations  of  Stratford  and  Fairfield.  | 
j     The  following  is  the  earliest  list  extant  of  the  freemen  or  voters  ; 
;  in  the  town  of  Fairfield.    It  was  rendered  by  the  selectmen  or  i 
i  Constables  of  the  place,  in  the  year  lOGO,  and  has  been  preserved  i 
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in  Tranfibull's  Historical  Collections.    The  names  of  such  as  re-  i 
sided  within  the  present  limits  of  the  town  of  Bridgeport  are  des- 
ignated by  an  asterisk  (*). 

''a  list  of      names  of  y'^  freemen  of  to'wne  of 


Juo:  Odell  * 
Jtimes  Rennet,* 
Math:  Sherwcod,* 
Rich^  Hubball  * 
Jn°  Wheeler  * 
Ezekiell  Sanford, 
Tho:  Morehouse,* 
Sam"  ^SIorehoQse, 
Natk^i  Scely  » 
Itob'  Turney, 
Tho:  Bcnnet,* 
Tho:  Jones, 
Mr.  Nathan  Gold, 
Mr.  Wilhn.  Hill, 
Wili"^  Ward, 
Oct.  10,  '69. 


FAIREFIELD. 

Nath'-i  Burr,* 
John  Buckley, 
Mr.  Jehu  Burr,* 
John  J'.aiiks, 
John  Bahncr, 
Cornelius  llall, 
Jn"  Burr* 
Joshua  Knowle, 
John  Cibk-,  Sr.  * 
lluiitphrev  Hide, 
Jno.  Hide, 
Beter^Cuhy, 
Jn"  Knuwk', 
Jn'^  Sturge, 
Dan''  Loekwood, 


Jn"  Cable,  Junr.,* 
Mr.  Dan"  Burr,* 
Rich'^  Ou'den, 
Dan"  Frost, 
Joseph  Loekwood, 
John  Green,  Sen"", 
Simon  Crouch, 
Sam"  Ward, 
John  Barlow, 
Robert  Beachen, 
Mr.  Wakernan, 
Henery  Jackson, 
Henery  Rou'lland,* 
Thomas  Stapels, 


John  Stukgis,  selectman. 
Petkr  Sla.pum,  (?)  selectman. 
John  Kxowls,  selectman. 
William  Ward,  Nathamiell  Bun,  constables. 


It  may  be  observed  that  it  is  probable  that  the  above  list  does 
not  contain  all  the  names  of  heads  of  families  at  that  time  residing 
in  the  place,  as  it  is  not  uidikely  that  none  but  church  members  in 
good  standing  were  allowed  to  vote.  The  remains  of  some  of  tliese 
men  rest  in  the  old  Strattield  burying  ground,  where  stones  have 
been  found  bearing  date  about  IG  IO.  Many  of  these  are  of  ex- 
tremely rude  con-truction,  apparently  wrought  by  the  relatives  of 
the  deceased,  from  the  cpiarries,  before  there  was  any  regular  stone- 
cutter in  the  place.  Upon  the  earliest  of  them  oidy  the  initials 
and  the  date  are  carved,  and  the  hvj)se  of  time  and  the  action  of 
the  weather  has  rendered  cn  en  these  almost  illegible,  and  it  is  only 
by  extreriie  care  that  they  can  be  d(-'ei{)hered. 

In  the  year  IGIO  a  commis^iou  wa-  tippointed  by  the  General 
Court  at  Hartford,  to  go  down  to  l\'ipionnock  and  settle  the  ques- 
tion of  boundary,  coneernin;i  which  a  dispute  had  arisen  with  their 
nei;'hbor.-=i  upon  each  side.    Some  time  after  this  date  the  name  of 
;  tiic  plantation  wa.s  changed  from  Pequonnock  to  Sfraf field,  a  name 
!  coinp<ounded  of  Str;itford  and  Fairfn  ld,  as  a  part  of  the  settlement 
;  lay  upon  each  .'-ide  of  the  boundary  line  between  tiu  se  two  [)lace 
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I  II. 

I  For  more  than  fifty  years  after  the  first  settlement  of  Pequon-  ' 
I  nock,  or  Stratfield,  tlie  planters  possessed  no  church  of  their  own, 
I  but  were  forced  to  attend  service  upon  the  Sabbath  either  at  Strat- 
!  ford  or  at  Fairfield.  Jn  the  winter  and  in  stormy  weather  this 
I  must  have  been  very  inconvenient,  for  attendance  upon  public  wor- 
ship Svas  compulsory,  and  its  omission  not  easily  excused,  as  the 
following  extract  from  the  New  Haven  records  shows: 

"In  16-17  William  Blayden  was  publicly  and  severely  whipped 
for  not  attending  meeting,  although  he  plead  that  all  the  clothes  he 
i  had  were  untit  to  wear,  being  all  wet  through  the  preceeding  Sat- 
I  urday,  as  he  had  been  abroad  after  cattle  in  the  woods  in  a  violent 
'  ruin,  and  on  the  Sunday  had  kept  his  bed." 

l''indlng  the  long  distance  which  they  were  compelled  to  traverse 
j  on  each  Sabbalh  lujrdensome,  and  the  place  having  increased  some-  | 
I  wliut  in  size,  application  was  at  length  made  to  the  legislature  for 
I  relief,  and  in  the  year  1C90  ecclesiastical  privileges  were  granted 
!  lo  the  parish  of  Stratfield.  This  was  the  first  parish  in  "the  state 
I  which  obtained  these  privileges.  The  limits  of  the  new  parish 
I  embraced  the  greater  part  of  what  is  now  the  town  of  Bridgeport,  ■ 
I  including  the  territory  which  has  recently  been  annexed.  It  was 
I  bounded  upon  the  east  by  the  Feqnonnock  River,  south  by  Long 
j  I-Iand  Sound,  we.^t  by  the  course  of  Ash  Creek,  and  north  by  the 
j  presi-nt  town  of  Ea<ton. 

j  Iii  the  year  1093  the  foundation  of  a  house  of  worship  was  laid  ! 
\  on  an  eminence  iti  the  upper  part  of  Division  Street,  a  few  rods  ; 
i  i-outh  of  the  King's  Highway.  This  height  atlords  a  pleasant  view  • 
I  of  the  surrounding  country,  and  is  still  called  "Fleeting-House 
i  Hill."  The  building,  though  small,  was  not  completed  until  H>05,  j 
I  and  in  the  mean  time  it  is  probable  that  the  people  gathered  upon  j 
!  the  Sjibbath  In  a  {)rivate  house,  having  already  provided  themselves  j 
with  a  pastor. 

Tliis  was  Rev.  Charles  Chauncey,  son  of  Mr.  Israel  Channcey, 
,  the  Congregational  minister  at  Stratford,  and  grandson  of  Ciiarles  j 
!  Cliauncey,  a  distinguished  clergyman,  formerly  professor  of  Greek 
and  Latin  at  Cambridge  University,  ICngland,  and  afterwards  for  , 
many  ytars  the  honored  president  of  Harvard  College  in  this 
'  e(.untry. 
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Mr.  Israel  Chnuncey,  of  StratforJ,  is  cek^bratecl  as  one  of  the  . 
original  founders  of  Yalit  College.  In  1701  he  was  ehosen  presi-  | 
dent  of  the  institution,  but  declined  tlie  honor.  i 

In  a  work  published  by  one  of  his  descendc'iuts,  the  following  ! 
anecdote  is  related  concerning  liim:  A  certain  Mr.  Walker,  a  min-  j' 
ister  v.'ho  had  recently  coine  to  Stratford,  and  was  supposed  to  be  | 
trying  to  draw  off  a  portion  of  Mr.  Chauncey's  congregation,  \ 
preached  a  sermon,  taking  for  his  text  the  passage — "What  went  \ 
ye  out  into  the  wilderness  to  see;  a  reed  shaken  in  the  wind?"  | 
During  his  discourse  he  made  some  disparaging  remarks,  which  | 
w^ere  understood  to  apply  to  T^Ir.  Chauncey  personally.  In  the  af-  \ 
ternoon  of  the  same  day  3Ir.  Chaunct^y  preached  from  the  text —  j 
"  Your  adversary,  the  devil,  walkirth  about  as  a  roaring  lion,  seek-  | 
ing  whom  he  may  d-jvour;"  and  in  the  course  of  his  sermon  ob-  \ 
served,  "You  see,  my  bretlirm,  that  the  devil  is  a  great  Walker."  \ 

Mr.  Chauncey  owned  a  farm  in  Stratford,  which  was  cultivated  j 
by  slave  labor,  as  was  usual  at  that  day,  and  at  his  death  left  an 
estate  valued  at  £713,  clear  of  encumbrance?. 

Charles  Chauncey,  the  younger,  was  born  in  Stratford,  Scptem-  | 
ber  3d,  ICGS.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1G8G,  and 
commenced  preaching  to  the  [)eople  of  Stratfield  in  1093,  being 
twenty-five  years  of  age  at  the  lime.  Upon  the  29th  of  June,  j 
1692,  he  was  married  to  ^li-s  Sarah  IJurr,  of  Stratfield.  She  was  I 
granddaughter  of  Mr.  .Ttdui  Durr,  one  of  the  original  settlers,  and  ^ 
daughter  of  Colonel  John  liurr,  foi'  many  years  one  of  the  most  . 
prominent  men  in  the  })l:ice.  i 

Colonel  Burr  built  his  1  ouse  near  the  picturesque  old  oak,  which  I 
every  one  who  ha-  pa-.-vd  through  Fairfield  Avenue  or  State  Street 
extension  nnist  have  n-niccd  and  admired.  Under  the  wide  spread-  | 
inf'  branches  of  thi-J  old  tree,  wliicli  was  then  ^reen  and  flourishins:, 
he  held  a  met'fin'j  of  the  Imli.m  Sagamores,  and  from  them  pur- 
chased the  farm  upon  whii  h  it  stands,  a  portion  of  wliich  is  still 
owned  by  his  granddaui:litcr,  tiie  venerable  I\Iiss  Polly  Burr,  of 
Fairfield  Avemie.  j 

A  hou<e  was  built  I'.jr  the  yoiuig  rninistt-r  anil  hi-  witc  upon  the  j 
ncrthwe  t  curu'  r  of  C(»lonrl  Burr's  tarni.    It  is  no  lunger  standing,  I 
I  but  the  ruins  of  the  ct  liar  may  still  be  .^een  upi)n  the  east  side  of  ; 
Coi)k\-<  Lane.     li<v-})eeli!ig  ibis  spot  ICmj.  Sbennan  \vrile>:  "Until 
now,  or  very  n-feiiily,  lli»-re  wa>  -tanding  neai-  tin"'  ell  »  -'liar  of  his 
dwelling  one  ot  the  large-l  iM-ll-pear  tr<  es  that  1  have  ever  seen. 
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It  was  at  least  two  feet  in  diameter  at  the  root,  and  about  sixty  t'eet 
liiah.  It  was  straiglit-bodied,  and  without  a  limb  for  tlie  first  forty 
feet  from  the  ground.  It  had  considerable  top,  and  yielded  fruit 
everv  year.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  was  planted  by  Colonel  John 
Burr,  or  Parson  Chauncey,  at  least  IGO  years  ago." 

Mr.  Chauncey's  salary  was  £60  per  annum,  payable  in  provisions 
at  'the  market  rate.  This  sum  was  afterwards  increased  to  £S0 
per  year. 

In  June,  1G95,  the  new  meeting-house  was  completed,  and  upon 
the  13th  was  opened  for  worship.  IMr.  C!iauncey  was  ordained 
pastor,  and  the  Congregational  Church  of  Stratfield  formed  upon 
the  same  day.  This  is  the  chur'-!!  which  is  now  known  as  the 
First  Congregational  or  North  Church  of  Bridgeport. 

Tlie  meeting-house  had  no  bell  to  call  the  worshipers  tog<i'thcr, 
hut  they  were  snminoned  by  the  beating  of  a  di  urn.  The  men 
carried  arms  to  defend  themselves  from  the  attacks  of  tlie  Ir.dians, 
Mpou  wliose  friend-hip  it  was  not  deemed  sale  to  rely  too  implic'tly. 
A  sentinel  was  posted  upon  the  summit  of  the  hill,  where  the 
ciiureh  was  built,  to  keep  watch  while  the  services  were  comlucted 
within.  We  may  imagine  the  savages,  on  the  day  of  the  dedica- 
tion, standing  in  groups  upon  the  top  of  the  opposite  eminence, 
where  St.  Augustine's  Catholic  Ciuu-ch  now^  is.  and  which  was 
v»-ithin  the  bounds  of  their  reservation,  listening  to  the  unaccus- 
tumed  sound  of  the  drum,  and  watching  the  worshipers  assemble. 

The  original  members  of  the  church  were  nine  in  number,  all 
males,  viz : 

KlCllAUD  IIuiUiELL,  Sa:\IUEL  GtilX.OIiY, 

I.-^.VAC  AViiKKLi' i{,  Mattiiioav  SrinmiAX, 

Jamks  1)KNNi:tt,  Ricijakd  Hi  iu'.ki.l,  Jr.. 

Samukl  Bhaiidsley,  David  Siiekman, 

Joiix  Od):ll,  Jun. 

vSome  apology  m;iy  seem  necessary  for  the  space  devoted  to  iis 
hi>lory,  and  the  minuteness  with  which  its  growth  is  traced  in  tiie.-e 
pages,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  tor  many  years  the  churi-h 
orgajiization  was  the  only  ont;  in  (he  [)lace.  Church  and  state  weie 
also  more  intimately  connected  at  tliat  day  than  at  prcs^-nt,  atul  it 
Was  in  the  meeting-house  tiiat  all  schcol  nu;etings  were  held,  and 
all  Secular  atfairs,  reipiiriiig  a  gatherinij  the  people,  tran-;ici(  <1. 
The  recoj'der  of  the  society  was  al>o  fu--ojJitio  a  public  officer, 
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whose  duties  were  somewhat  like  those  of  our  tow^n  clerks,  and 
upon  the  society's  book  may  be  found  not  only  minutes  of  ecclesi- 
astical transactions,  but  of  conveyance  of  real  estate,  and  sales  of 
horses  and  cattle. 

Several  pages  are  filled  with  the  record  of  bargains  of  this  latter 
descri}ition,  the  price  paid  being  sometimes  in  cash,  but  frequently 
in  another  sort  of  currency,  as  shown  by  the  following  extract: 

"April  5,  1703.    Sam^  French  sold  James  Hubbell  one  horse, — - 
black,  with  Abell  BrighamV  eare  mark:  2  yr  old,  for  the  sume  of  j 
3  Sheep  and  2  Lam^."  j 

]\Ir.  Chauncey's  ministry  lasted  for  over  twenty  years,  during  j 
which  time  both  the  chur.-h  and  the  settlement  steadily  increased  | 
in  numbers.    Besides  the  Sabbath  services  he  was  in  the  habit  of  | 
delivering  a  religious  lecture  once  in  seven  weeks,  according  to  the  ! 
custom  of  the  times.    These  lectures  must  have  been  solid  affairs,  ; 
for  it  w-as  usual  to  commence  them  when  the  sun  was  at  least  three  { 
hours  high,  and  they  undoubtedly  lasted  until  sunset.    On  Sunday 
afternoon  the  youth  of  both  sexes  were  assembled  in  the  church 
and  catechised  publicly.    No  levity  of  demeanor  was  allowed  upon 
such  occasions,  but  it  aj)pears  that  even  Puritan  young  folk  were 
sometimes  tempted  in  that  direction,  as  \s  shown  by  an  entry  upon 
the  society's  record  book. 

"Voted  that  Nathaniel  Wacklc  (Wakeley?)  should  be  the  man 
to  look  after  y*^  boyes  a  Sabbath  dayes  in  time  of  Exercise,  that 
they  play  not." 

Besides  the  catechi>m,  "y''  boyos"  were  taught  upon  thp  week 
days  to  rea<l,  write,  and  cipher,  vA  h  ast  in  the  winter  season,  for  iu 
summer  they  lu  lped  carry  on  the  farms.    The  first  school-house 
was  built  in  17(^3,  near  the  corner  of  Division  Street  and  the  old 
road.    It  was  21  feet  in  length  aiul  IC  feet  wide.    The  scliool- 
teacher  stood  only  second  in  estimation  to  the  minister,  and  was 
i  always  dignifietl  with  the  h(.norary  tith?  of  master.    Ilis  ordinary 
I  compensation  was  -Ws.  jier  inunth.    Ail  llie.  text-books  u.-ed  in  the  j 
!  schools  wt're  the  Biblo  and  Youili's  Instructor,  whicii  last  was  af-  | 
j  tcrward-  super-edeil  by  Dllworlirs  Spelling  IJook.    Instead  of  j 
i  u>Ing  an  arithnn-tir  it  was  cu-tomaiy  f(>r  the  master  "to  set  sums.'* 

i'  The  rod  was  u-cd  In-t  ly  in  iIk;  si-hool-,  it  being  the  popular  opinic»n  j 
that  *' to  spare  the  rod  was  to  sjioil  the  child.    Vn'Uo  t!:e  fust  school-  j 
m;i-ti'r  was  in  flie  parl-h  we  are  not  infoinifd,  but  .unoiig  the  lirst  I 
I  was  Ma-ter  \ViUiam  iiog'-rs.    The  agreement  entered  into  between  i 
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h'un  and  the  school  committee  for  the  parish  of  Stratfiekl,  in  the 
I  year  1710,  is  still  extant,  and  is  as  follows.  The  members  of  the 
I  conimittee  that  year  were  Samuel  Ilubbell  and  Benjamin  Fayer- 
j  wcatlier. 

1  *'The  said  William  Eogers,  Schoolmaster  of  the  said  Plantation, 
-  is  to  keep  a  Reading  and  writing  School  in  the  said  Plantation,  to 

teach  the  children  Youth  to  Read,  write  &  cypher,  tlie  terme 
^  and  time  of  Six.months,  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  the  Instant 
'  Jan'"^'  (1710).    And  if  said  Rogers  shall  be  wanting  in  said  six 

months,  he  is  to  keep  a  night  school, — viz:  five  nights  every  v.cek 
'  (uuto)  the  Tenth  day  of  March  next,  and  the  said  Plantation  is  to 
'  pay  to  (said)  Rogers  the  sum  of  Nineteen  pounds  as  Provition  pay, 

and  the  remaynder  as  hath  been  payd  to  other  Schoolmasters,  to  be 

■  jndL'd  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  place,  at  or  before  the  first  day  of 
Aprlil  next." 

The  frequent  mention  of  sheep,  and  the  recurrence  of  llie  word 
shrvp-masters  upon  the  parish  records  about  tliis  time,  may  reciuire 
i  .«ome  explanation.    The  following  is  believed  to  be  substantially 
i  correct. 

!  The  country  being  well  adapted  to  grazing,  every  farmer  had  his 
\  flock,  from  whose  wool  the  thrifty  housewife  prepared  the  home- 
j  spun  clothing  for  the  family. 

!  The  care  of  all  the  fiocks  in  summer  w^as  entrusted  to  three 
*  "sheep-masters,"  who  for  many  years  were  chosen  annually.  The 
;  sheep  were  permitted  to  graze  on  the  commons  under  the  care  of 
;  a  shepherd  during  the  day-time,  but  at  night  were  all  folded  in  a 
j  sincrle  inclosure.  After  a  time  it  occurred  to  the  prudent  sheep- 
masters  that  their  revenues  might  be  increased  by  renting  the  sheep 

■  eiu  h  night  to  the  neighboring  farmers  tor  the  purpose  of  enriching 
I  llieir  land. 

j  This  practice  prevailed  until  some  true  son  of  Connecticut,  more 
I  crafty  than  his  brethren,  took  the  opportunity  to  shear  the  sheep 
'  one  niglit  when  they  weie  pastured  on  his  land,  inlhcting  tlu-reby 
^  great  detriment  to  the  financial  scheme  of  the  worthy  sluH'p-ma>ters. 
i  Mr.  C'hauncey's  first  wife,  Sarah  I'urr,  died  in  1G07.  In  the  fol- 
'  lowing  year  he  marrit^l  ^Ii.-s  Sarah  AVolcott,  sister  of  Roger  Wol- 
1  colt,  the  governor  of  Connecticut.  She  lived  but  five  years,  and 
upon  the  Hlh  of  jMarch,  1710,  we  find  him  again  married,  this 
time  to  Miss  Klizabeth  Sherwood,  who  outlived  him. 
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He  died  upon  tlie  ulj-t  of  December,  1714.  By  his  will  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  possessed  not  only  of  a  small  estate  in  Lam- 
beth, England,  which  his  father  had  left  him,  but  also  of  the  old  j 
homestead  in  Stratford,  and  of  real  estate,  slaves,  &c„  in  his  own 
parish.  These  were  divided  between  his  widow  and  the  surviving 
children. 

Commodore  Isaac  Chauncey,  wlio  was  born  at  Black  Rock,  and 
who  distinguished  himself  as  a  naval  commander  in  the  war  of 
1812,  was  his  great-grandson. 

It  was  some  time  before  a  successor  to  Mr.  Cliauncey  could  be 
found.    In  tlie  month  of  INlareh  following  his  death  the  society  i 
voted  that  Captain  David  Sherman  should  be  employed  to  go  to  j 
'^Cahruch''  (Saybrook?)  to  s(  e  if  he  could  not  prevail  upon  Rev.  j 
Mr.  A'oys,  of  that  place,  to  be  their  minister.    His  mission  appears 
to  have  been  unsuccessful.  j 

Upon  the  21st  of  June,  1715,  the  society  voted  to  extend  a  call  i 

to  Rev.  Samuel  Couke,  of  New  Haven,  offeriiig  him  a  salary  of  i 

one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  and  ]Major  John  Burr,  Captains  James  i 

Bennett  and  David  Sherman,  Lieutenant  Richard  Hubbeli  and  I 

Sergeant  John  Odell,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  treat  with  Mr. 

Cooke  and  see  if  he  would  acce}jt  the  terms  offered.    Wiiether  the 

mini-ler  was  overawed  by  this  dis[)lay  of  military  force  or  not  does  \ 

not  appear,  but  lie  presently  capitulated,  and  signilied  his  accept-  j 

ance  of  the  call  in  the  following  letter:  | 

I 
I 

REV.  MR.  CC»OKK  S  LETTER. 

"To  the  Wor.-hipfull  Mr.  .lames  P>ennet  and  the  other  Gentlemen  ' 
of  the  Com^^  Apintcd  liy  the  Society  of  Struttield  to  treat  with  , 
mee: — Gentlemen,  ]ilas  to  inform  your  Sosiety  that  I  am  Content  j 
to  sarve  them  in  y"  minestry  a-^  sonn  as  Convenient  provided  thay  | 
Agree  Charl'ully  and  unanimously  to  pay  mee  lOD  pound  })r.  an-  j 
nuni  as  long  as  1  shall  Sarfe  tin  m  in  that  Cupasely,  to  bee  pad  in  ! 
Corant  money  of  this  Colony,  or  provisions  at  the  following  Kates, 
vi/ :  I 

"Indin  25.,  ry  at  2s.  Sd.,  wheat  at  4s.  pr  bushel,  porck  at  20s.  , 
j»r  cvvt.,  and  also  to  provi«lc  me  liraood  ninuially,  a-;  mueh  as  1  shuU 
liave  occasion  I'ur  the  yous  of  my  laniily,  provi  h d  1  mt  t  with  no  i 
discoura'^ements  now  unseen.     1  ani  ( Icnlli  incu  vuur  liai-tv  wel  ' 
wishers  c^c  humble  Sarv*,  Sam*-^  Ctxjiii:." 
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Mr.  Cooke's  terms  were  accepted,  and  he  shortly  came  to  Strat-  | 
Held  and  entered  upon  his  duties.  He  took  up  his  residence  in  a  \ 
house  nearly  opposite  to  that  which  had  been  owned  by  Mr,  Chaun-  \ 
cey,  on  the  street  which  is  still  called  after  him— Cooke's  Lane.  ' 
Mr.  Cooke  was  a  man  of  much  dignity,  and  his  people  held  him  in  I 
great  respect.  On  public  occasions  he  always  appeared  in  full  ' 
ministerial  costume,  viz:  a  heavy  curled  wig,  black  coat  and  small  ; 
clothes,  shoes  fastened  with  silver  buckles,  and  over  all  a  large  ' 
cloak  or  gown. 


III. 

As  early  as  the  year  1707  services  according  to  the  form  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  were  held  in  the  parish  of  Stratficld. 
They  were  conducted  by  Rev.  George  Muirson,  an  agent  of  the  I 
Eni^lish  "Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts/'  ; 
who  was  stationed  at  Pye,  N.  Y.,  but  made  this  journey  into  Con- 
necticut at  the  above  date.    These  services  were  held  in  a  private 
house,  as  there  was  at  that  time  no  Episcopal  church  edifice  in  the  | 
colony.    A  few  persons,  mostly  adults,  were  baptized.  | 

In  1748  the  number  of  Episcopalians  in  Stratlield  having  con-  j 
siJrrably  increased,  they  proceeded,  under  the  advice  of  Rev.  ^Mr.  ; 
Lamson,  of  Fairfield,  to  erect  a  house  of  worship,  wliich  was  called  ; 
St.  John's  Church.  It  was  a  small  frame  building  with  a  stee{de,  ! 
and  stood  upon  the  east  side  of  Church  Lane,  a  narrow  street  run-  ; 
iiing  north  from  the  old  King's  Highway,  and  not  far  from  Division  j 
Street.  It  was  the  eighteenth  Episco[)al  church  built  in  the  colony,  : 
and  as  was  frequently  the  case,  was  opened  for  service  before  it- 
completion.  The  principal  subscribers  towards  buiKling  it  were  j 
Colonel  John  ljurr,  John  Holl.urton,  Timothy  '\^'heeler,  Joseph  j 
Seeley,  John  Nichols,  Richard  Hall,  and  Samuel  P»cardsley.  j 

This  church  was  for  many  yeai-s  supplied  by  K<.'V.  Mr.  Lam-on,  I 
of  Fairlicld,  who  preached  in  it  one  Sunday  in  tour.    His  successor  , 
was  Rev.  John  Say  re,  al^o  of  Fairliild,  and  a  missionary  of  the 
>M-)'.-iety  to  which  reference  has  been  made.    During  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  this  ^'entloman's  sympathies  were  with  the  king's  g»'\  - 
♦'iinnent,  on  which  account   ii<'   incuired  considerable  ho-(ilify.  , 
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When  he  no  longer  deemed  it  safe  to  read  the  pi'ayers  for  the  king 
and  the  royal  iamily  in  his  pulpit,  he  chose  to  omit  the  liturgy  alio-  j 
gether  from  his  services,  and  to  limit  them  to  reading  the  Scrip-  | 
tures,  singing,  and  preaching.    After  tlie  burning  of  the  village  of  ; 
Fairfield  by  the  l>riush,  in  177D,  he  fled  to  New  York,  from 
whence  he  subsequently  emigrated  to  New  Brunswick.  j 

The  Episcopal  church  in  Siratfield  parish  does  not  appear  to  have  | 
been  entirely  com[)leted  until  1780,  in  which  year  it  was  consecrated  j 
by  tlie  Right  Kev.  Bisliop  Senbury.  Kcv.  Philo  Shelton,  who  cum-  • 
menced  his  labors  about  this  time,  was  its  first  settled  minister.  ! 
Above  his  remains,  which  were  interred  in  the  Episcopal  church,  | 
at  Mill  Plain,  Fairfield,  (which  was  also  under  his  charge,)  the  fol  | 
lowing  inscription  was  placed :  "  Under  the  altar,  at  which  he  served  \ 
more  than  forty  years,  are  the  lemains  of  the  Rev.  PniLO  Shel-  | 
TON,  A.  M.,  rector  of  Trinity  Church,  Fairfield.  Born  at  Hunt-  j 
ington,  May  5ih,  17o-L  Graduated  at  Yale  College,  September  i 
9th,  1778.  Admitted,  August  c5d,  1785,  to  the  Holy  Order  of 
Deacons,  by  the  Right  Reverend  Samuel  Seabury,  D.  D.,  (first  j 
American  bishop,)  and  September  18th,  1785,  by  the  same  prelate,  ! 
to  the  Holy  Order  of  Priests,  being  the  first  clergyman  Episcopally  j 
ordained  in  the  United  States.  Died  February  27th,  1825."  Mr.  j 
Shelton's  remains  htivc  since  b?en  removed  to  Bridgeport.  \ 

Their  present  edifice  is  the  third  house  of  worship  that  has  been  ! 
occupied  by  St.  John's  Cliuroh,  the  second  having  been  built  in 
1801,  at  the  corner  of  State  and  Broad  Streets,  where  the  Baptist  ; 
Church  now  stands,  and  the  present  one  in  183G.  | 

In  1717,  tlie  building  upon  Meeting-IIouse  Hill  being  found  too  ! 
small  for  the  u^e  of  tlie  Congregational  Society,  a  new  house  was  j 
built  on  the  nortln-a->t  corner  of  Division  Street  and  the  old  road,  i 
This  e<litice  was  taken  down  in  1801,  but  some  vestiges  of  it  yet 
renuiin.    Tlie  cost  of  the  building,  including  a  gallery,  which  was 
afterwards  add»-d,  w:is  £300.    The  two  sexes  occupied  opposite  | 
sides  of  the  house,  and  \\er«!  seated  by  a  committee  appointed  Ibr 
that  pur{>o-e  once  a  y»'ar,  according  to  tln-ir  dilh;rent  social  position, 
or,  as  the  old  record  (juiiintly  has  it,  "by  dignity,  Adge,  and  a  State."' 

A  li<t,  mad''  by  K^.-v.  Sunuiel  Cooke,  of  all  the  householders  in 
the  parish  of  StratlicM.  has  been  pro.-orved.  and  a  copy  of  it  wa-; 
published  in  tin;  Daij.\  Siwd  viu),  in  th'-  year  LSGG.  Did  our 
limits  permit  we  wouM  <.'lad!y  rt  -produci;  it  1ut<'.  It  was  arrang(  <l 
alphabelically,  and  contaim  d  tin'  natn*  s  of  117  1»<  ads  of  families^ 
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;  at  that  time  resident  in  the  place.    This  would  make  the  total  pop- 

1  ulation  somewhere  about  seven  hundred  persons. 

I     Mr.  Cooke  died  in  November,  1747.    His  successor  in  the  min- 

:  Utry  was  llev.  Robert  Ross,  who  was  born  in  America  of  Irish 
parents,  and  was  educated  at  Princeton.  He  was  settled  in  Strat- 
field  in  1754,  and  continued  as  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church 
for  more  than  forty  years.  He  died  in  1797,  and  the  grave  where 
rest  his  remains,  and  those  of  his  wife,  and  their  only  son,  who  all 
died  within  a  few  days  of  each  other,  may  be  seen  in  the  Stratfield 

;  burying-ground. 

I  A  remarkable  occurrence  took  place  during  his  ministry.  The 
I  people  had  assembled  for  woi-ship  on  the  morning  of  Sunday,  .Jul}' 
I  *23th,  1771.  A  thunder  shower  was  gathering,  but  the  service  went 
on  as  usual  until  the  congregation  rose  and  remained  standing^ 
while  the  minister  led  them  in  prayer.  The  room  grew  darker  and 
darker  as  the  heavy  clouds  rolled  up,  while  the  distant  muttering 
of  the  thunder  showed  that  a  fearful  storm  was  im]:>ending.  The 
form  of  tlic  pastor  at  length  became  almost  invisible  in  the  det'p- 
ening  gloom,  but  still  he  prayed  on.  Suddenly  a  dazzling  glare  of 
light  filled  the  room,  revealing  in  its  swift  passage  the  pale  faces  of 
the  startled  worshipers.  The  crashing  peal  of  thunder  which  fol- 
1  lowed  drowned  the  voice  of  the  speaker,  and  he  paused  breathless. 
When  the  last  echo  of  the  thunder  had  died  away,  and  the  people 
were  again  left  in  darkness,  there  was  an  interval  of  awful  expect- 
ancy. At  length  a  solemn  voice  from  the  pulpit  broke  the  stillness  , 
with  the  words — Are  we  all  here?"  For  the  moment  no  one  could  : 
answer;  but  as  the  congregation  moved  out  and  left  the  church,  it 
was  found  that  two  of  the  most  respected  citizens  had  been  taken 
in  an  instant  from  the  house  of  God  below  into  the  nobler  house 
not  made  with  hands  above.  They  were  two  of  the  be>t  men  in 
tlie  little  congregation — Lieutenant  David  Sherman  and  Cajitain 
John  Burr — both  of  them  in  full  health  and  in  the  prime  of  life. 
The  former  lived  on  Division  Street,  near  the  church;  the  latter 
in  a  house  w  here  the  residence  of  William  Leigh,  Ksq,,  now  stands.  . 
Several  other  persons  were  also  slightly  injured  at  the  same  tiuu;. 
It  is  not  surpfising  to  find  that  after  this  experience  thti  society 
voted  to  place  a  lightning-rod,  then  a  new  invention,  upon  the  mect- 
ing-housc.  ' 

The  first  INIa-onic  body  in  this  coninuniity  was  organized  l-\  h- 
ruary  12th,  17t)2,  and  has  ever  since  been  kni)wn  by  i}ic  titli>  <>f 
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"St.  John's  Lodge  No.  3  of  F.  &  A.  M."  As  indicated  by  the 
number,  it  was  the  third  institution  of  the  kind  in  the  state,  the 
lodges  in  New  Haven  and  ^Middletown  only  having  been  established 
at  an  earlier  date.  The  first  '•'NA'crshipful  Master"  of  St.  John's 
Lodge  was  Captain  Eleazer  llubbell.  | 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war  a  few  fami-  ; 
lies  had  located  themselves  upon  the  w^est  bank  of  the  Pequonnock 
river,  on  the  ground  which  is  now  in  tiie  heart  of  the  city  of  Bridge- 
port. This  was  for  maiiy  years  called  Xcwfield,  and  formed  a  por- 
tion of  the  town  of  Stratford.  Tradition  states  that  at  this  time 
there  was  no  street  leading  from  Strat field  to  the  harbor,  but  only 
a  path  through  the  fields.  This  path  was  entered  through  a  gate, 
upon  wdiich  was  a  sign  bearing  the  inscription,  "Shut  the  gate."  j 

The  outbreak  of  hostilities  found  the  inhabitants  of  Stratfield  no  I 
mere  indifierent  spectators.  Parson  Koss,  the  Congregational  cler-  i 
gyman,  and  the  only  settled  niini.>ter  in  the  place,  was  a  strong  i 
AVhig,  and  exerted  his  intlnence  in  favor  of  liberty.  During  the  i 
whole  progress  of  the  war  he  was  accustomed  to  pray  every  Sab-  | 
bath  from  his  pulpit  for  the  success  of  the  Americans,  never  failing  ! 
to  make  use  of  the  petition,  "that  one  might  put  a  thousand  to  | 
flight." 

At  this  time  the  people  of  SfratfieLl  were  accustomed  to  resort 
to  a  tavern,  kept  by  John  Nichols,  to  discuss  politics  and  war  mat-  ! 
ters.    This  building  is  still  standing  upon  the  old  highway,  not  far  | 
from  Mountain  Grove  Cemetery.    Being  upon  the  direct  line  be- 
tween New  York  and  Boston,  many  travelers  were  entertained  ' 
within  its  walls,  among  whom  is  sup[)Osed  to  have  been  General  I 
Washington.    Tiie  following  account  of  his  visit  is  taken  from  an  j 
article  publi-hed  in  the  Standaud  about  twenty  years  ago:  j 
"Near  that  ancient  resiing-j)lace  for  the  dead — Stratiield  bury-  i 
i  ing-ground — passes  the  highway  which  for  nnmy  years  was  the 
j  road  betwc(,n  New  York  and  Boston.    At  the  ;:oulhern  edge  of  ' 
1  this  burying-ground.  and  on  th'.'  .-aid  highway,  staiul>  an  old  build- 
j  ing,  now  the  rt-.-idenct'  of  11.  K.  llai.:h(,  10r«q.,  v  hioh,  prior,  during, 
and  sub^e(iuent.  to  th'*  war  of  the  n  vuluticn.  wa-  u-ed  a>  an  inn 
or  pul>li('  h<»u-e.    It  wa>  j'or  a  h-ng  time  kept  by  om-  John  Nic!i<»l<, 
and  known  for  many  years  as  the  Big  Tavern.    General  Washing- 
ton and  o[h(T  dk->tingui.djed  persons  of  the  revointiori  have  lodL^t-d 
;  within  thi-;  hou-e.  making  it  a  >luj>ping-phic.'  on  tiicir  way  to  N-  w 
Yoik  or  ])o-t(in;  and  the  ^onih-ea-t  corner  ri>(»ii»  <•!"  l!ii>  tavern  i> 
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-lud  to  have  been  occupied  as  the  parlor  of  the  illustrious  fatlier  of 
his  country.  For  the  gratification  of  those  who  desire  particulars 
in  regard  to  the  fact  that  Washington  has  been  within  the  walls  of 
this  house,  we  wouLl  state  that  we  have  evidence-in  our  possession 
to  lead  us  to  assert  that  General  Washington,  31ajor- General  Lee, 
Major  Thomas  Mifilin,  Washington's  aide-de-camp,  and  Sa:nuel 
Griilin,  Esq.,  General  Lee's  aide-de  camp,  stopped  at  this  Strattield 
tavern  in  July,  1775." 

It  is  unpleasant  to  be  compelled  to  doubt  a  statement  of  this 
kiuf],  particularly  when  it  is  supported  by  "evidence;"  but  as  his- 
tory i^iows  that  Washington  arrived  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  on  tiie 
u:<:ond  day  of  July,  1775,  and  remained  there  about  a  year,  we  are 
I'Mced  to  conclude,  either  that  he  rode  as  fast  as  the  famous  John 
( iilpin  aftL-r  leaving  the  "  Big  Tavern,"  or  else  that  Esq.  Sherniaii's 
vt"r-.ion  of  the  story  is  the  more  correct  one.  This  is,  that  "\Vash- 
ingion  stopped  in  wStratiield  in  I\Iarch,  1781,  ^vheu  on  his  way  to 
iiuet  Count  Ixochambeau  at  Newport. 

At  one  time  during  the  war  Nichols'  tavern  was  the  depository 
of  a  quantity  of  gunpowder,  designed  for  the  defense  of  the  place. 
A  guard  was  stationed  over  the  building  to  protect  it  from  the 
tories. 

An  incident  which  took  place  at  this  tavern  near  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  aptly  illustrates  the  spirit  which  prevailed  among 
the  people  at  the  time.  Quite  a  number  of  persons  were  present, 
among  them  Rev.  Mr.  Ross,  and  a  blacksmith  appropriatfly  nametl 
Hangs,  whose  two  sons  subsequently  became  eminent  ministers  of 
tlie  ]Metho(list  denomination.  Some  question  having  arisen  as  to 
whether  the  people  of  the  colonies  were  willing  to  make  the  wvc- 
e.--ary  sacrifices  to  secure  their  indep(Muknce  from  Ijritish  tyranny, 
ihe  sturdy  blacksmith  arose,  and  with  tlashing  eye  and  glowii^g 
countenance  proclaimed,  that  for  his  i>art  he  would  be  willing  not 
only  to  die,  but  to  sufler  eternal  pnni^hment,  if  thereby  he  couid  be 
the  means  of  making  America  fiee. 

"It  is  a  good  thing  to  be  zealous,  Brother  Langs,  but  not  too 
zealous,"  rejdicd  Larson  Ross,  who  was,  ])erhaps,  a  little  alarnxNl 
by  the  vehemence  of  his  {)arishioner,  and  calling  for  his  liat  the  old 
gentleman  took  his  departure. 

At  noon  upon  tin;  se(;ond  of  February,  1775,  as  we  are  inlbrnu'd 
by  an  old  diary  kept  by  one  of  the  re.-Ments  of  the  plai'-',  rr 
wa-^  heard,  hv  the  inhabitants  of  Slratfield,  *' a  report  in  the  yir  liKf 
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i  thunder,  and  a  great  ball  of  fire  of  various  colors  was  seen  to  fly  , 
i  swiftly  through  the  sky  to  the  eastward."  i 
Whether  this  was  regarded  as  prophetic  of  bloodshed  we  are 
not  informed;  but  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  April  the  news 
'  reached  the  settlement  of  the  battle  of  Lexington.    jMuch  excite-  ; 
;  mcnt  was  created,  and  Captain  Abijah  Sterling  immediately  raised  ; 
;  a  <Ietachment  of  ten  men  and  marched  for  the  seat  of  war.  Upon 
I  their  arrival  at  Hartford  they  reported  to  tlie  authorities,  but  fmd- 
i  ing  that  for  some  cause  their  services  were  not  required,  returned  i 
I  home.    Captain  Abijah  Sterling  was  grandfather  of  lion.  D.  H-  [ 
I  Sterling,  and  of  the  late  Hon.  Sherwood  Sterling,  of  this  cit^^j^  and 
I  a  leading  man  in  the  place  throughout  tlie  whole  revolutionary  pe- 
:  riod.    His  residence  was  upon  lliat  part  of  the  old  road  now  called 
j  North  Avenue,  on  the  knoll,  a  little  west  of  the  Tom  Thumb  house, 
I  and  is  still  standing.    He  was  of  fine  personal  appearance,  public  i 
j  spirited,  and  for  many  years  a  representative  in  the  legislature,  j 
1  Pie  was  descended  from  Jacob  Sterling,  an  early  settler, 
j      Soon  after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  Captain  Brooks,  of  Stratford,  ' 
j  the  grandfather  of  Ca{)tain  Joim  lirooks,  Jr.,  of  this  place,  was  j 
j  chased  in  from  sea  by  tlic  British  ship  Asia.    The  Asia  then  made  I 
her  appearance  in  the  sound,  and  lay  at  anchor  for  a  number  of  j 
days  off  Stratford,  creating  much  alarm  among  the  citizens,  to  | 
whom  the  sight  of  a  British  man-of-war  was  an  unprecedented  one.  | 
Fears  were  entertained  that  a  landing  would  be  made  from  the  ^ 
vessel,  and  houses  and  otlier  property  destroyed ;  but  these  appre-  \ 
!  hensions  proved  groundless.  | 
In  the  autumn  of  1775  an  expedition  numbering  about  eleven  ; 
'  hundred  men,  under  command  of  Colonel  Benedict  Arnold,  was 
;  dispatched  to  attempt  the  L'on([uest  of  Canada.    Among  the  mem- 
bers of  tliis  force  was  a  d<;iacdnnent  of  volunteers  from  Siratticld. 
Before  the  departure  of  tlie  company  from  the  place,  it  was  mus- 
tered in  the  door-yard  of  Barson  Boss,  where  all  the  members 
;  knelt  down  while  the  good  man  offered  prayer  for  the  soldiers,  and  ; 
'  for  the  success  of  their  enterprise.    The  former  part  of  (he  i)rayer 
:  was  answered,  fjr  all  the  nuMnbers  of  the  company  ^eem  to  have.  , 
!  lived  to  return  liome  in  snfi  ty.  , 
!      Upon  the  thirteenth  of  Augu.-t,  1770,  the  householders  of  Strut-  ; 
:  fieUl  having  assembled  for  tin;  purjiose,  formed  them-elves  into  a  | 
militia  company,  atjd  maile  choice  of  liie  following  olllcers:  Heze  j 
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;  kiah  liiibbell,  Captain;  James  Hamilton,  First  Lieutenant;  Ste- 
phen Burroughs,  Second  Lieutenant :  and  Joseph  Strong,  Clerk. 
1      This  company  \vas  designed  for  home  defense,  and  continued  in 
'  existence  throughout  the  war. 

\      Besides  this  organization  was  another  which  liad  existed  previous 
1  to  the  revohition,  and  was  called  the  "Stratfield  Train  Band."  It 
was  commanded  by  Captain  Thaddeus  Bennet  and  Lieutenant  Ed- 
ward Burroughs.    In  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  August,  177G, 
this  company  was  ordered  to  join  the  continental  army  in  New 
York.    While  quartered  in  this  place  many  of  the  men  suffered 
severely  from  dysentery,  and  two  of  them — David  Sherman  and 
Stephen  Sterling — were  so  much  reduced  that  they  v»'ere  discharged 
by  Captain  Bennet.    Hearing  of  their  condition  Abijah  Sterling 
j  went  down  to  their  relief    He  found  them  in  a  barn  near  Harlem, 
I  unable  to  move,  and  brought  them  home  in  his  chaise,  going  on  foot 
1  himself  and  leading  his  horse  all  the  way.    They  eventually  re- 
covered, but  Lieutenant  Burroughs  died  of  the  same  complaint 
soon  after  returning  home. 

Captain  Benr.et's  company  narrowly  escaped  capture  by  the 
British  upon  the  evacuation  of  New  York,  owing  to  not  having  re- 
I  ceived  the  order  to  retreat  in  time.    It  subsequently  took  part  in 
I  the  battle  of  White  Plains. 

I    .  We  have  been  permitfed  to  copy  an  interesting  letter  from  a  sol- 
dier from  this  vicinity,  who  was  probably  a  member  of  Ciq>tain 
:  Bennet's  company. 

New  York,  August  18ih,  177G. 
Dear  Wite,  I  Take  this  opportunity  to  Write  unto  You,  To  Let 
You  Know  that  I  am  Well  at  Present  as  CaR  be  Expected:  that 
we  Traveled  on  Foot  From  Fairfield  to  Norwalk,  From  thence 
1  went  on  Board  &:  Saild  to  New  York;  arrived  here  yesterday,  and 
'  Fair,  well  at  Present:  the  Phenix  and  Pose  (two  British  ships) 
with  Too  Tenders  came  L)own  the  North  River  this  morning,  in 
Cofisequence  of  which  a  Heavy  Fire  injured  the  Ships.  One 
Tender  was  Burnt  Last  Friday  night:  the  shiping  are  Dayly  Fx- 
p-cted  To  attack  this  City,  which  Perhaps  will  Bring  on  as  hot  an 
Fn:::igi'inent  as  Ever  was  Known  in  America:  we  are  Stationed 
in  Princis  Street:  Brother  Bcnjaniin  is  well  and  wants  For  noth- 
ing, with  Good  Spirits.    I  would  be  glad,  rf  Possible  Some  BihIv 
HOijId  'J\ike  Care  of  my  liusiness.    Send  inv  a  Tvctler  as  soon  a- 
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you  Can  to  Let  mc  Know  of  Your  welfare:  my  Duty  to  Parents 
&  Regards  to  Brethren  &  Si.-ters  &c.  j 
I  Subscribe  my  Self  Your  True  and  Loving  Husband,  [ 

LE^yI3  Fairchild.  ! 

In  August,  177G,  by  vote  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  the  : 
sum  of  £180  was  ordered  to  be  paid  to  Captain  David  Ilawley,  a 
resident  of  Strattield,  to  raise  a  crew  of  seamen  for  the  naval  serv- 
ice of  the  United  States  on  the  lakes,  for  which  service  he  was  ap- 
pointed captain.    Captain  Ilawley  had  already  distinguished  him- 
self by  bringing  from  the  West  LkUcs,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
war,  a  cargo  of  gunpowder,  v«'hich  was  divided  between  the  towns 
i  of  Strattord  and  Fairfield.    A  part  of  this  powder  was  that  which 
j  was  stored  in  ]Xicho1s'  tavern,  in  Stratfield.  j 
I      Captain  Hawley's  second  venture  was  not  so  fortunate.    He  ' 
I  sailed  from  Stratford  on  the  17th  of  jMareh,  1776,  in  command  of  \ 
j  a  privateer  sloop,  but  when  he  had  been  only  four  days  out  he  was  ■ 
!  captured  by  the  British  man-of-war  Bellona,  mounting  six  guns  ; 
!  and  eiglit  swivels.    In  an  account  of  Ids  capture,  published  shortly  \ 
j  afterwards  in  the  Connecticut  Courant,  we  find  the  following  par-  j 
i  ticulars:  I 
"The  British  seamen  sprung  on  board  eager  for  plunder,  damned  ; 
Captain  Ilawley,  liis  crew,  anrl  country;  he  with  his  men  were 
taken  on  board  tlie  B(dIona.    About  ten  at  night  they  joined  tlie 
Rose,  Glasgow,  and  Swan,  men-of  war.    lie  with  his  crew  were 
put  on  board  tlu^  Rose,  aufl  the  next  day  sailed  into  Newport. 
Liberty  was  given  liim  to  izet  his  clothes  from  his  own  sloop,  but 
he  found  his  chest  bj'oken  oj-en,  and  all  his  clothes  stolen.  They 
offered  Captain  lliiwh-y       sterling  per  day,  a  good  cabin  for  his 
use,  and  to  pay  for  his  vessel  after  the  war  closed,  also  his  choice  ; 
of  a  plantation  in  any  part  of  tiie  continent,  if  he  would  act  as  ! 
I  their  jj^lot,  wliich  he  refused.    In  conseciuence  of  this  he  was  parted 
I  from  his  men  on  board  the  Gl;i-gow,  without  even  the  pri\  ilege'  of 
i  writing  to  his  mate.    Tiie  (.lla-gow,  on  the  llfili  of  April,  sailed 
1  from  Newport,  and  aft(;r  a  severe  ai-tion  at  sea,  arrived  at  Halifax 
j  in  eleven  days,  where  Captain  Hawley  remained  two  weeks;  but 
!  on  the  seventh  of  I\Iay  he.  with  eight  others,  escaped  in  a  small 
I  boat  and  went  to  Old  York." 

I  \\\  Augu-t  rrerived  lh<^  apjiuiiifnu  nt  to  which  ri  (<  rence  ha- 
I  been  madr,  at.d  rf]>iiird  ;it  onee  to  L;d>:e  Cliamplaln.    JT.'  took  :\ 
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protiiinent  part  in  the  notion  upon  the  lake  between  the  British  and 
American  fiotilhis,  on  the  11th  of  October,  1776.  This  naval  battle 
resiilted  disastrously  to  the  Americans,  owing  to  the  superior  force 
of  the  enemy,  although  fought  with  great  gallantry'. 


IT. 

A  memorial  signed  by  fsfty-seven  persons,  residing  at  or  near 
Newlit/ld  harbor,  was  presented  to  the*  Legislature  in  January^ 
1777.  From  tliis  paper  it  appears  tliat  this  had  already  become  a 
p!:i^  '/  of  resort  for  vessels,  and  that  great  annoyance  had  been  oc- 

:ii'!<  d  by  the  tories  of  Newtown,  who  had  repeatedly,  in  the 
.Mi;4Ki,  stolen  boats  and  vessels  at  anchor  in  the  harbor,  and  put 
across  to  Long  Island.  Fears  were  also  entertained  that  these  j 
mariuiders  would  return  and  burn  the  place.  It  was  therefore  i 
rL(}u«  sted  that  a  guard  of  twenty-five  men  might  be  raised,  and 
p<;-rv'd  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  to  break  up  the  illicit 
trallic  with  Long  Island,  and  resist  a  landing  of  the  enemy,  in 
ca-e  one  should  be  attempted.  Both  the  memorial  and  the  names 
of  the  fifty-seven  signers  appended  to  it,  possess  considerable  local 
interest,  but  far  want  of  space  cannot  be  copied  here.  They  may 
bv  fiiuid  in  Ilinman's  Historical  Collection. 

'i  he  prayer  of  the  petitioners  was  granted  by  the  Assembly, 
i\U'\  tlie  conmiand  of  the  guard  was  given  to  Lieut.  Aaron  Ilawley, 
of  Newlifld.  An  order  was  also  given  him  on  the  foundry  at  Salis-  1 
bury,  for  two  small  cannon',  fifty  round  shot,  and  a  hundred  weight  ! 
<ti  L'.r.ape  shot.  The  company  was  stationed  in  Stephen  Bur-  ; 
roughs'  store,  a  small  wooden  building,  upon  the  only  wharf  at  | 
lhat  time  in  the  place.  Its  location  was  near  what  is  now  the  | 
tvxit  of  State  Street.  Several  sentinels  were  posted  uj^on  this  ; 
wliarf,  with  orders  not  to  permit  any  boat  to  pass  out  of  the  bar-  | 
lx>r,  if  unprovided  with  a  proper  clearance.  If  the  boat  did  not  ' 
^lop  when  challenged  it  was  to  be  lired  upon.  | 

III  May,  ]778,  Amos  Ilubbell  and  other  residents  of  Xewfield, 
f>rtitIi>iK'd  th(^  Legi-lafure  to  have  this  'guard  dismis:3ed,  elaiminj: 
thul  it  was  .stationed  in  a  place  poorly  calculatetl  to  discover  the 
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approacli,  or  to  resist  an  attack  of  the  enemy,  and  that  great  un- 
easiness had  been  caused,  in  consequence,  among  the  people  of  the  | 
place.    It  was  therefore  rccpiested .  that  this  company  might  be  | 
disbanded,  and  a  small  guard  posted  upon  the  shore  of  the  1 
Sound,  near  the  boundary  line  between  Stratford  and  Fairfield. 

This  request  was  granted,  and  Lieut.  Ilawley  ordered  to  dis- 
miss his  men,  and  turn  over  the  public  })roperty  in  his  charge  to 
the  Colonel  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  State  troops,  who  was 
directed  to  detail  twelve  soldiers,  and  station  them  on  the  site  of 
the  present  Seaside  Fark. 

Probably  this  arrangement  failed  to  inspire  complere  satisfaction, 
for  a  little  later  the  old  guard  was  revived,  under  command  of  ! 
Lieut.  William  Hall,  and  again  took  up  its  (piarters  on  Burroughs'  ! 
wharf.    They  captured  many  boats  attem[)ting  to  run  out  of  the  1 
harbor,  which,  Vv'ith  their  cuntunts,  became  the  property  of  the 
soldiers.    One  of  these  captures  Wiis  attended  with  loss  of  life.  ! 
It  occured  at  tw^o  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  July, 
1782. 

A  boat  attempting  to  run  the  guard  was  hailed  by  one  of  the 
sentinels,  and,  retusing  to  sto[),  was  lired  upon.     Two  men, 
named  Stoddard  and  .lud-on,  were  killed  by  the  shots.    A  third 
man,  named  Phineas  Ijakcr,  was  grazed  by  a  bulh't,  but  escaped  j 
luiinjured.    lie  was  captured,  with  the  boat,  and  after  the  war  j 
was  o\*er,  resided  in  Ne\v!i(  Id.  •  | 

Much  alarm  was  excited  in  this  vicinity  by  the  appearance  of  \ 
seven  Pritlsh  vessel^,  which  ain  horcd  olf  Southport  on  the  5th  of  ! 
March,    1171.      Tlie  Stratiield  militia  com[)any,  under  Capt. 
Abijah  Sterling  aiid  Licut.  Natharj  Seeloy,  accompanied  by  the 
harbor  guard,  prom[)tty  r-'p  ilrcd  to  the  spot,  where  other  detach- 
ments of  troops  had  ulri-ady  assentl)!ed.     Twelve  or  fourteen  \ 
boats  full  of  men  put  olf  frem  tlie  lleet,  hut  at^ter  a  slight  skirmish 
were  repulsed,  an<l  ciuiqx  ll'-d  to  return  without  efVecting  a  landing. 

About  this  lime  thr  parl-!i  of  Stratfield  was  visited  by  the 
scour'je  of  small-l>'>x.    Tlie  «li'east*  arose  from  infcv-tion  commu-  I 
nicated  by  exchanged  j-rl-oiu  rs  of  war.  who  had  l)t'en  lan<led  | 
under  a  Hag  of  truce,  on  Slratlord  Foint,  by  the  r.ritl.di,  in  the  ! 
precetling  Januarv.    Tlirsi.*  pri-onoi-s  were  t  ntertainr»l  ui)ou  their 
way  home  by  Capt.  .h.hn  r.ru.,k--.  of  Siratford. 

Althnu'^h  rvi'ry   j-recautiou   was   (ak«  n  aiiain-t   cnntagion  in 
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Caj)t.  lirooks*  family,  the  disease  spread,  and  quickly  communi- 
i':iU-d  itself  to  the  adjoining  parishes. 

The  horror  of  this  comphiint  can  scnrcely  be  imagined  by  us  at 
I  lie  pre-ent  (hiy.  Vaccination,  as  now  practiced,  was  unknown. 
Aluio-t  evi.TV  dvrelling  was  a  pest  house,  People  feared  even  to 
|>;i>>  alon.cr  the  roads,  lest  they  should  receive  the  dreaded  infection, 
'{'h*.'  guard  at  the  harbor  forsook  their  posts.  The  number  of  sick 
III  one  time  in  the  town  of  Stratford  was  estimated  at  GOO  persons.  In 
-Miiy,  1777,  Timotliy  Wheeler,  and  twelve  other  residents  of  Strat- 
licM,  petitioned  the  Legislature  for  relief.  This  was  followed  a 
i'-w  weeks  afterward,  by  another  petition,  signed  by  the  Rev. 
liohcrt  Jio.-s,  and  twenty-one  others.  In  this  it  was  stated  that 
tli'^  condition  of  atlairs  had  become  insupportable,  and  that  the 
}hC  were  grou  ing  desperate,  and  even  threattJied  to  pull  down 
tlu'  int>'ctcd  hou-es,  and  shoot  the  sufTerers,  if  the  plague  could 
u"i  he  >tay(-'  l  in  any  other  way. 

r>y  direction  of  the  Legislature,  General  Silliman,  of  Fairfield, 
who  was  charged  with  the  coast  defense,  was  authorized  to  take 
iht;  matter  in  hand,  and  by  use  of  vigorous  measures  the  progress 
r'f  the  scourge  was  finally  stayed. 

About  this  time  a  company  of  soldiers  was  raised  in  Stratfield,  > 
by  Lieut.  Josiah  Lacey,  and  Ensign  John  Odell.    This  company 
NWis  a  jiart  of  Col.  Philip  Bradley's  regiment,  and  Gen.  Hunting- 
ton's brigade. 

Tliis  brigade  was  uniformed  with  red  coats,  captured  in  a  British  j 
ve-.-cl  by  a  Connecticut  privateer,  and  it  seems  to  have  taken  part  | 
in  tlu'  attaclc  ispon  the  British  troops,  as  they  were  returning  to  I 
ihi'ir  .<lii|>s  alter  having  pillaged  Danbury. 

V\  (>n  the  twelfth  of  July,  1777,  a  new  church  bell  was  brought 
t')  StratlieM,  and  placed  in  the  belfry  of  the  Coiigregational  meet-  | 
I'vj  hou>c.  Upon  the  same  day  a  woman  named  Ann  Cables  | 
I'rol^e  her  arm  by  falling  from  the  steeple,  which  circumstance 
would  tend  to  prove  either  that  the  distance  from  the  ground  was  j 
n<»:  great,  or  that  jMistress  Ann's  bones  must  have  been  possessed  I 
el  more  than  ordinary  elasticity  to  have  sustained  but  a  single  j 
Iructurc  by  such  a  fall.  This  church  bell  had  been  re-cast  from  I 
ih'?  metal  of  the  old  one,  purchased  by  the  Society  in  1774,  and  j 
whieli  for  some  cause  had  not  proved  satisf\\ctory.  Wolrot  Haw-  | 
h-y,  constable,  was  employed  to  ring  the  bell,  at  a  comi>ensation  j 
"I  i  \  jMT  annum.    ][  was  rung  not  only  bcf(H-i'  tii(<  usual  limws  of  i 
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worship  upon  the  sabbath,  and  lecture  days,  but  upon  week  days,  I 
at  the  hours  of  twelve  o'clock  noon,  and  nine  in  tlic  evening,  i 
which  was  the  customary  time  for  retiring.  i 

In  July,  1779,  a  British  lieet  appeared  off  Fairfield,'  and  landed  [ 
a  body  of  soldiers,  who  first  phmdered  and  then  burnt  the  town.  ' 
Nearly  two  hundred  houses  were  consumed,  and  the  llames  must  ■ 
have  been  plainly  visible  both  at  Stratfield  and  Newfield.  To  add  \ 
to  the  effect  of  the  scene  a  thunder  storm  overspread  the  heavens  | 
while  the  town  was  burning,  and  tlie  dazzling  glare  of  tlie  lightning  [ 
caused  the  flames  to  pale  beside  it.  Doubtless  the  people  of  Strat-  j 
field  expected  their  own  homes  to  share  the  same  fate.  Governor  ; 
Tryon,  however,  did  not  attempt  to  move  any  further  into  the  j 
country,  but  re-embarked  his  troops  before  a  sufiicient  force  of  the  : 
Americans  had  collected  tu  offer  him  battle.  i 

A  few  months  after  this  aOair  General  Silliman,  of  Fairfield,  i 
who  had  command  of  all  the  troops  in  Fairfield  Count}',  was  sur-  i 
prised  and  captured  in  his  own  house  by  a  party  of  the  enemy  from  | 
Long  Island,  led  by  one  Glover,  a  tory  from  Newtown,  who  had  i 
formerly  been  in  his  employ.  His  capture  created  great  excitement  ; 
among  the  people,  and  as  it  was  d(!emed  impossible  to  rescue  him,  j 
a  plan  was  arranged  to  capture  some  royalist  who  could  be  ex-  I 
changed  for  him.  Accordingly  one  evening  in  November,  1779,  | 
an  expedition,  commanded  by  Cajjtain  David  Ilawley,  set  out  from  j 
Newfield  harbor,  in  whale-boats,  for  Long  Island.  Besides  the  i 
commander,  it  was  composed  of  Captains  Lock  wood  and  Jones,  j 
Lieutenants  Jackson  and  lii^hop,  and  about  twenty-five  otiier  vol-  . 
unteei-s.  Landing  ou  Long  Lland  they  concealed  their  boats  in  j 
the  bushes  near  tlie  >hore,  and  the  next  day  marched  to  Hempstead  ' 
plains,  a  distance  of  fifty  miles,  where  they  w^re  successful  in  cap-  | 
turing  Judge  Jones,  a  noted  royalist,  and  brought  him  off  in  safety,  j 
After  a  fatiguing  night  march,  in  which  several  of  their  stragglers 
were  picked  up  by  a  British  force  ^Yhich  pursued  them,  they  i 
reached  their  boats,  and  crossing  the  sound  witii  their  prisoner,  ar-  | 
rived  at  lilack  Rock  Harbor.  Judge  Jones  was  afterwards  ex-  | 
changed  for  Gen»'ral  Silliman.  | 

Quite  a  number  of  pi-ize-,  mostly  small  crafr,  enga;/ed  in  contra-  | 
band  trade,  were  captured  in  the  sound  by  privatoers  during  the  I 
war.    On  the  20\h  of  -May,  1777,  Captain  Davlvl  Hawley  brought 
four  vessels  of  this  description  into  r.hick  Kiu  k  Harb  ir,  and  on  the 
9tli  of  December,  Captain  llrown,  of  S:;imf.»rd,  l«i-i>iiLdit  into  New-  I 
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field  Harbor  a  small  schooner  laden  with  provisions  which  he  had 
Cliptured. 

Captain  Samuel  Smedley,  who  commanded  the  brig  Defense,  the 
most  successful  vessel  in  the  colonial  navy,  was  a  resident  of  Strat- 
Ik'ld  parish  before  the  war.  He  was  afterwards  collector  of  cus- 
toms, for  many  years,  for  the  district  of  Fairfield.  One  of  his 
prizes  taken  upon  the  ocean  was  the  British  ship  Cyrus,  mounting 
cigiiteen  guns,  and  laden  with  a  cargo  that  sold  for  about  £20,000, 
one  of  tlie  most  valuable  captures  made  during  the  whole  war.  At 
the  time  of  the  attack  Captain  Smediey's  own  vessel  was  in  a  leaky 
cof.dition,  and  many  of  his  crew  sick  with  the  small  pox. 


Soon  after  the  close  of  the  revolution,  XevrGeld,  as  that  portion  [ 

of  the  place  lying  contiguous  to  the  river  was  called,  commenced  j 

!u  increase  .rapidly  in  size  and  importance,  and  new  streets  were  | 

laid  out  to  atford  easy  access  to  the  water.    Among  these  were  ; 

State  and  ^lain  Streets,  ATater  Street  and  Washinjrton  Avenue  > 

t 

having  existed  before  the  revolution.    In  '^Yater  Street  was  located  ' 
all  the  business  of  the  place.    The  open  space  between  State  and  | 
]>eaver  Streets,  from  Courtland  nearly  to  Broad,  was  occupied  by  ' 
a  large  swatnp  overgrown  with  trees  and  underbrush.    A  some- 
what amusing  circumstance  is  related  in  connection  with  this  swamp.  | 
Not  long  after  the  revolution,  when  the  military  spirit  was  still 
k»-pt  up  among  the  people  of  the  state,  a  muster  of  the  mihtia  from 
the  whole  of  AVtsteru  Connecticut  took  place  in  this  vicinity. 
Crowds  of  people  were  in  attendance  to  witness  the  display. 
Among  the  attractions  promised  was  a  sham  liglit.    Tlie  soldiery 
were  drawn  up  in  line  along  the  foot  of  Golden  Hill,  near  wliere 
Kirn  Street  now  runs.    Suddenly  a  territlc  whoop  was  heard  from 
the  swamp,  and  a  large  party  of  men  disguised  as  Indians  made  ; 
their  appearance,  and  with  fierce  demonstrations  commenced  an  at- 
tack upon  the  militia.    The  soldiers  received  the  onset  with  great 
^alhmtry,  and  stood  tlieir  ground  mant'ully,  pouring  in  heavy  vol- 
I'-ys  of  bhink  cartridges  upon  the  ibe. 

Among  ilie  Indians  was  one  painted  savage,  who,  with  a  fcart'ul 
V'  11,  bounded  directly  towards  a  group  of  spectators,  whom  ciirio<- 
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itj  had  urged  a  little  too  near  the  scene.  One  of  its  members,  a 
young  girl,  he  gmspcd  in  his  arms  and,  in  spite  of  her  struggles 
and  screams,  bore  her  away  into  the  recesses  of  the  fhicket.  Ar- 
rived there,  the  trembling  victim  who,  in  her  fright,  had  expected 
to  be  tomahawked  or  scalped,  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  tliat 
her  captor  was  no  other  than  her  own  brother.  He  had,  unknown 
to  her,  engaged  in  the  si)ectaclc,  and  seeing  her  standing  near,  was 
seized  with  a  sudden  impul.-e  to  make  her  the  victim  of  a  severe 
practical  joke. 

In  1795  Mr.  Lazarus  Ik'ach,  who  came  to  Newfield  from  Read- 
ing, and  carried  oh  here  the  business  of  printer,  book-seller,  and 
stationer,  commenced  tlie  pubhV-ation  of  tlie  first  newspaper.  It 
was  issued  wetkly,  and  wa^  caHcd  the  A^iertcax  Telegraphe. 
His  office  was  at  the  corner  of  AVall  and  Water  Streets,  opposite 
the  old  Washington  Hotel.  Thi<  pajicr  probably  circulated  about 
800  copies  weekly,  which  were  distributed  by  m. cans  of  post-riders  j 
throughout  the  whole  of  Fairlield  County. 

The  following  are  tlie  names  of  such  other  Bridgeport  papers  as 
have  fallen  under  our  observation: 

The  Bridgeport  Herald,  a  Avt-ckly  paper,  was  commenced  about 
the  year  1805,  by  Sannitd  ]Mallory.  Copies  of  it  are  now  ex- 
tremely scarce,  much  more  so  than  tho-e  of  its  predeces^or,  the 
Telegraphe,  of  which  quite  a  number  liave  been  preserved. 

The  Bridfjrport  Adrcrtiser  was  started  in  ISOG,  by  Ilezekiah 
Kipley,  and  was  publislied  weekly  lor  several  years,  at  the  rate  of 
$1.50  per  annum. 

The  first  number  of  the  I?i  inil>iican  Farmer  was  issued  April 
25,  1810,  by  Mr.  Stiles  Ni'-hnls,  wh<»  had  removed  from  Danbury, 
where  the  paper  had  bet  n  puli!i.-h<'d  under  the  san\e  name  since 
1803.  From  a  c<>j)y  of  the  lir.-t  ninnber  printed  in  r>ridgcport, 
v.'hich  is  before  us,  if  would  appear  that  the  paper  at  that  early 
day  was  well  condu'-tfd,  an<!  <Mlifc(l  with  con-idcrable  ability.  | 
!  The  lirst  copy  of  the  Daily  I'':uincr  wa-<  jiriuttd  Jan.  1,  1850,  by  | 
I  the  late  W.  S.  Torn" toy. 

i      The   CointrcltnU   Courii  r  wa<  hc'jun  in  by  Nathanltd  L. 

I  Skinner,  and  wa-  coniinu.  d  by  him  l'<>r  upwanl-  i-f  a  doz-.-n  years. 

Another  i)aper,  called  the  Couucrticnt  Patriot,  was  cotnmcneed 
I  in  l-'^'it),  !>v  L.  r.r.nllt  V  ('«>..  at  tlicir  tlli  -f.  ("n^cr  of  ^Tain  and 
!  State  stn-et-,  »ipj'(»ite  th"  "  Siramboat  Il-'frl.  '  fifu  rward-  the 
'  Fratiklin  I  lou-c 
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A  iie\vsj)aper  called  the  Spirit  of  the  Times,  published  and  \ 
vaWwA  by  George  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  at  the  corner  of  State  and  AVater  ' 
.-streets,  met  for  a  time  with  considerable  success.  j 
Tliis  paper  was  started  in  1831,  when  public  feeling  ran  high  on  \ 
the  subject  of  Masonry,  soon  after  the  abduction  of  the  unfortuucite  ^ 
IMor^'an.  It  was  devoted  to  the  cause  of  Anti-^Iasonry,  and  fur  a  \ 
while  circulated  as  many  as  800  copies.  It  was  afterwards  sold  to  ! 
Mr.  Jolni  Swaine.  j 

The  Bndfjp-porl  Repuhlican  was  owned  by  Edmund  Fanton. 
who  had  previously  gained  some  notoiiety  as  a  lecturer  in  behalf  ^ 
of  Anti-Masonry.  Mr.  Fanton  disposed  of  his  printing  material  : 
to  Mr.  A.  A.  Pettengili.  We  have  been  unable  to  find  any  copies  i 
of  tiiis  paper.  j 
I'he  IvKrujiLiCAN  Standard  was  commenced  in  the  year  1830  j 
by  A.  A.  Pettengili,  who  was  both  editor  and  proprietor.  In  the  ; 
Spiin^  of  1818  Messrs.  II.  B.  Wildnian  and  J.  S.  Hanover  were  ; 
aJuiitied  to  an  interest  in  the  business,  under  the  firm  name  of  \ 
Peliengill  <k  Co.  Upon  the  12th  of  February,  1850,  Mr.  Wildman  • 
retiring,  the  name  of  the  firm  was  changed  to  Pettengili  k,  llano-  j 
vcr.  They  were  succeeded  in  September,  18 Go,  by  iMr.  John  D.  ; 
Candee,  formerly  of  New  Haven,  and  Jan.  1,  18G7,  the  concern  ; 
was  organized  into  a  company  entitled  the  Standard  Associa- 
tion, by  which  the  business  is  now  carried  on. 

Tlie  tri-weekly  edition  of  the  Standard  was  commenced  in 
1S53,  and  continued  until  some  time  in  1854,  when  it  was  suc- 
(;t.i<hMl  by  the  Daily  Standard,  which  has  been  continued  nn-  | 
interruptedly  until  the  {)resent  time.  The  success  of  this  favorite  | 
jKiper  speaks  well  for  the  ability  with  which  it  luis  been  conducted,  , 
and  t!ie  circulation  of  both  its  daily  and  weekly  editions  is  believed  ; 
to  be  much  larger  than  that  of  any  other  paper  in  this  portion  of  ! 
ilic  State,  and  is  still  increasing.  I 
The  Bridijtport  Chronicle  was  commenced  Sept.  0th,  1848,  by  j 
n.  II.  ^Slunson,  at  the  corner  of  State  and  Water  streets.  It  was  ; 
iv^iucd  weekly,  at  $1  per  annum,  and  enjovi  d  but  a  brief  existence.  \ 
The  same  is  true  of  the  Bridijcport  Leader,  which  was  sus-  | 
pended,  owing  .Ao  weakness  in  the  cliest,"  after  (ifieen  num])ers.  1 
h  wa>!  edited  by  T.  Clarke,  since  editor  of  tht^  AVinsted  j 
Herald,  and  [)ublished  by  tlie  Pridgeport  I'rinting  CoaipMuy.  I 
'I'hr  d;U<'  upon  its  iirst  number  i-  March  '25,  1S51.  | 
Pn^bably  few  of  our  readers  are  aware  that  a  mai^a/iiK*  was  ! 
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ever  published  in  Bridgeport,  as  this  place  has  always  been  more 
distingni-hed  for  business  enterprise  and  commercial  activity  than 
for  devotion  to  the  mus(^-. 

In  the  year  1801,  however,  a  monthly  periodical,  entitled  the 
Connecticut  Magazine  and  Goitleniaii's  and  Lady's  Museum,  was 
commenced  here  by  Lazarus  Beacli  and  Sheldon  Thompson,  and 
continued  for  twelve  mouths.  It  was  the  first  of  the  kind  in  the 
State,  and  the  copies  which  have  been  preserved  evince  consider- 
able ability.  It  was  devoted  to  general  literature,  and  each  num- 
ber was  adorned  with  a  fairly  executed  steel  engraving. 

We  are  more  familiar  with  the  hi>torv  of  MiddJebrook's  Almanac,  i 

I 

v.'hich,  although  in  its  sixty-sixth  }  ear,  shows  no  marks  of  decrep- 
itude, and  is  one  of  our  most  welcome  visitors.  The  late  Dr. 
Elijah  IMiddlebrook,  who  resided  a  few  miles  north  of  this  place, 
originated  this  valuable  little  annual,  which  almost  deserves  to  be 
called  a  perennial.  Dr.  M.  was  Pre-ident  of  the  Fairfield  County 
Medical  Association,  and  his  attainments,  both  as  a  mathematician 
and  a  physician,  were  remarkable,  and  are  still  held  in  remem- 
brance by  our  older  inhabitants. 

The  Borough  of  I^ridgCjiort  was  incorporated  by  a  special  Act 
of  the  Lf^gislature,  in  October,  ISOO,  It  was  the  first  borough  in 
the  State,  and  the  idea  seems  to  have  been  suggested  by  Mr. 
Joseph  Backus,  of  this  {>lace,  who  made  the  di-aft  of  the  charter, 
and  circulated  the  petition  for  the  A2t  of  Incorporation.  The 
new  borough  still  continued,  however,  to  form  a  part  of  the  town 
of  Stratford,  and  the  p(  ojde  were  obliged  to  go  to  that  place  to  j 
vote.  The  principal  ni;i:^i>trate  of  the  borough  was  called  a  ! 
Warden,  and  the  oihce  wa-  lirst  held  by  Capt.  Amos  Ilubbell.  j 

The  town  of  1 5rid.gr j/ort  wu'^  set  otV  from  Stratford  by  an  Act  | 
of  the  Cormeetli-ut  L<-gi-laturt«,  passed  in  May,  1821.    The  town, 
at  that  time,  was  rep-trted  to  contain  about  IJOO  inhabitants,  and 
218  dwelling  house-^.    Tlwre  were  also,  within  its  limits,  2  flouring 
j  inilN,  and  73  stores  and  manuiactories.    The  number  of  the 
i  taxable  polh  was  23'».  and  the  valuation  of  pn^perty,  ai'cording  to 
i  the  return^  made  by  the  A.-M  ssors  for  th:U  ye:ir  was  S2  1,701.  | 

In  the'  ye;ir  IS.'IO,  the  borough,  and  a  p<>iti<»n  nf  the  town  of 
Bridgeport,  were'  cliarterrd  a<  a  city  I)y  the  Legislature. 

The  fallowing  is  the  n-eord  of  the  la-t  i'cr.Mijh  Mc  ting: 


Whereas — an  Act  ua-  I^iv-^-^cl  by  the  (J-  iieial  A<~embly  at  the 


I 
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May  Session  of"  1836,  whereby  the  borough  of  Bridgeport,  to- 
p'jher  whh  a  part  of  the  town  of  Bridgeport  were  incorporated 
with  City  privileges,  and  wliereas  a  section  in  the  said  Act  made 
null  the  Act  whereby  the  Borough  of  Bridgeport  was  incorpo- 
rated, on  tlie  first  Monday  in  October  1836; 

*'  Now  r,  Daniel  SterHng,  Warden  of  tlie  Borough  of  Bridge- 
port do  hereby  adjourn  forever  this  Borougli  Meeting. 

"  Dated  at  liridgeport,  September  30th,  1836. 

"DANIEL  STERLING, 

"  Warden." 


VI. 

The  Hridgoj)ort  Bank  was  for  many  years  the  only  institution 
of  the  kind  in  the  phice.  Its  charter  was  granted  in  1806,  and 
j«!iortly  afterward  it  commenced  business  in  a  house  upon  the  west 
>ide  of  Water  Street,  near  State,  which  is  no  longer  standing. 
The  Director's  meetings  were  held  at  Ezra  Gregory's  tavern,  on 
Main  Street.  Isaac  Bronson  was  the  first  President,  and  George 
Iloyt  the  first  Cashier.  The  present  banking  house  was  completed 
in  1810.  The  lot  upon  which  it  stands  was  originally  much  i 
larger,  extending  northward,  and  embracing  the  site  of  Birdsey  & 
ISforL'an's  store.  It  was  purchased  a  few  years  before  tlie  erection 
of  the  huihling,  fer  the  sum  of  $1,000.  The  first  officers  of  the 
Connecticut  ]>ank,  were  Capt.  Ezekiel  Ilubbell,  President,  and 
Charles  Foote,  Cashier.  It  was  incorporated  in  1831,  and  was 
kn'ated  on  the  north  corner  of  AVall  and  Water  streets,  but  after  j 
i!»e  great  fire  of  1833,  the  directors  purchased  a  lot  on  ]Main 
Street,  and  built  its  present  edifice. 

The  Bridgeport  Savings  Bank  was  chartered  by  the  Legisla- 
ture in  1842,  there  being  at  the  time  but  eight  institutions  of  the 
kind  in  the  State.  Smith  Tweedy  was  the  first  President,  and 
Deacon  George  Sterling,  who  has  now  been  connected  with  the 
liank  for  nearly  thirty  years,  the  first  Treasurer. 

The  principal  public  houses  of  the  borough  were  four  in  num- 
ber, and  it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  three  of  them  were  destroyetl 
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by  fire.  The  Steamboat  Hotel,  afterwards  tlie  Franklin  House,  on 
the  corner  of  State  and  IMain  streets,  \Yhere  the  Opera  House  now 
stands,  was  burned  in  February,  18G8.  Ezra  Gregory's  tavern, 
on  Main  Street,  was  consumed  in  the  fire  of  1833.  The  site  is 
now  occupied  by  the  Sterling  House.  Tiie  Bulls  Head  Tavern 
was  on  the  south  side  of  State  Street,  between  Broad  and  Lafay- 
ette, and  remained  standing  until  quite  a  recent  period  The 
fourth  was  the  old  Washiiigton  Hotel,  on  the  south-west  corner  of 
"Wall  and  Water  streets.  On  the  20tli  of  August,  1824,  during 
his  celebrated  visit  to  this  country,  General  Lafayette  stood  upon 
the  piazza  of  this  hotel  to  receive  the  citizens  of  Bridgeport,  as 
they  were  introduced  to  him  by  a  committee  of  reception,  com- 
posed of  Gen.  Enoch  Foote,  Capt.  Zalmou  Hubbelhwho  had  been 
an  Ensign  in  the  Continental  Array,  and  others.  An  interesting 
account  of  the  affair  was  published  at  the  time  in  the  Connecticut 
Courier.    This  public  house,  also,  was  subsequently  burned. 

The  first  Metiiodist  minister  to  visit  this  place  was  the  cele- 
brated Jesse  Lee,  who  preached  to  a  small  company  in  the  house 
of  a  Mrs.  Wells,  on  Division  Street,  in  the  summer  of  1789. 
This  house  continued  for  many  years  to  be  the  resort  of  itinerant 
preachers  of  the  denomination.  The  I\Iethodist  Society  after- 
wards worshipped  in  the  old  Congregational  meeting  house,  on  the 
corner  of  Division  Street  and  the  old  road.  Their  present  spa- 
cious edilice,  on  tlie  corner  of  Broad  and  Beaver  streets,  was 
built  in  1840,  on  the  site  of  a  former  one,  which  was  burned. 

The  Congregational  Society  removed  from  Stratfield  to  Bridge- 
port in  1808.  Their  new  church,  which  was  upon  the  site  of  the 
present  North  churcli,  wa.4  erected  by  subscription,  and  for  a  while 
was  occupied  but  two-thirds  of  the  time.  On  the  remaining 
Sabbaths  worship  was  >till  held  in  the  old  meeting  liousc,  but  tliis 
arrangement  was  afterwards  discontinued.  In  1S2G  a  toirn  clock 
was  pureliasod  by  the  borough,  and  by  j^ermission  was  placed  on 
tlie  Congregational  Church.  Tiic  first  Sunday  Schcx)!  in  town 
was  organized  in  connection  with  this  society,  by  ]Mr.  Piatt 
Beardsley,  about  the  year  1814. 

In  January,  18;5t>,  Deacons  William  Dcfore.-t,  Stephen  Hawley, 
and  Josiah  B.  Ihildwni,  with  114  other  members  of  this  church, 
were  dismissed  at  their  own  rcipiGst,  for  the  piu-t>ose  of  forming  a 
new  Congregational  Chureh.  Tliey  were  given  one-lialf  the 
Clmrch  property  and  funds,  and  the  old  society  al<o  contributed 
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'  the  sum  of  $2,000  towards  the  erection  of  their  church  edifice. 
!  This  building  was  soon  completed,  and  on  the  30th  of  November, 
;  in  the  same  year,  was  dedicated,  Rev.  Nathaniel  Hewitt,  D.  D., 
j  the  pastor  elect,  preaching  a  powerful  sermon  upon  the  occasion. 
I  The  Baptist  Society,  in  this  place,  was  organized  in  July,  1835. 
I  The  church  at  first  met  for  worship  in  a  wooden  building,  on  the 
I  site  of  its  present  edifice,  (corner  of  State  and  Broad  streets,) 
I  which  was  purchased  of  St.  John's  Episcopal  Society  for  the  sum 
!  of  $3,000.  Rev.  Mr.  Linsley,  of  Stratford,  supplied  the  pulpit 
\  for  a  time,  but  in  1838  Rev.  James  W.  Eaton,  of  Boston,  was 
!  settled  as  their  first  pastor. 

I  In  1821  a  map  of  Bridgeport,  upon  an  extended  scale,  was 
I  drawn  by  the  late  Joseph  Backus.  This  has  beeu  preserved  from 
'  dcstriiciion  by  the  care  of  Mt.  ^Villiam  R.  Bunnell,  of  the  Histor- 
ical Committee  of  the  Bridgeport  Library,  and  is  now  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Association.  The  first  engraved  map  of  Bridgeport 
j  was  taken  from  a  survey  made  by  Mr.  H.  L.  Barnum,  and  was 
!  published  in  1824.  Several  copies  of  it  are  in  existence,  and 
I  tiiere  is  reason  to  hope  that  before  long  it  may  be  re-published,  as 
i  such  an  interesting  memento  of  the  early  days  of  Bridgeport 
I  deserves  to  be  perpetuated. 

I     Tiic  first  fire  known  to  have  taken  place  in  Newfield  was  upon 
j  the  8th  of  September,  1796.    On  that  evening  the  building  upon 
!  the  corner  of  State  and  AYater  streets,  occupied  by  the  brothers 
;  David  and  John  DeForest,  as  a  dry  goods  and  grocery  store,  was 
discovered  to  be  burning.    The  flames  were  with  ditBculty  extin- 
guished, but  not  until  a  large  portion  of  the  goods  had  been  de- 
I  stroyed.    On  going  into  the  building  a  horrible  spectacle  presented 
j  itself.    'J'iic  clerk,  a  young  mim  named  Shelton  Edwards,  aged 
j  about  fifteen  years,  was  discovered  to  have  been  murdered  by 
blows  of  a  hammer  upon  his  head,  after  which  his  throat  had  been 
cut.    Contrary  to  the  general  impression  that  "murder  will  out," 
the  perpetrators  of  this  deed  were  never  discovered.    Two  men 
were  indeed  arrested,  ui)on  suspicion,  but  as  there  was  no  evidence 
sufficient  to  fasten  it  upon  them  they  were  discharged,  and  the  case 
remains  a  mystery  to  this  day. 
j      By  this  occurrence  the  attention  of  the  people  was  called  to  the 
utter  want  of  any  safeguard  against  a  confiagration,  and  a  Fire 
Drpartment  was  soon  organized.    The  money  ibr  eiiui[>pin,i;  it, 
amotuiting  to  S375,  was  collected  l>y  subseri{)tion,  and  in  17'JS  :i 


60 


BRIDGEPOIiT  DIRECTORY. 


special  Act  of  the  Legislature  was  obtained,  authorizing  the  raising 
of  an  engine  company.  It  contained  twelve  men,  and  the  names 
of  the  first  officers  were :  John  S.  Cannon,  Forema»i ;  William 
Peet,  Engineer;  and  David  Sterling,  Sergeant. 

The  steamboat  Lafayette,  Capt.  Tiiomas  Yose,  made  her  first 
trip  from  Derby  to  New  Ycrk,  Sept.  28,  1824,  touching  at  Bridge- 
port upon  the  way.  The  appearance  of  the  Lafayette  in  this 
harbor  excited  great  enthusiasm,  and  was  announced  in  the  papers 
of  the  day  as  an  event  of  wonderful  importance. 

Upon  the  ICtl)  of  April,  1832,  the  steamer  Citizen,  Capt.  j 
Brooks,  commenced  running  from  Bridgeport  to  New  York,  and 
in  July,  1834,  the  Nimrod,  Ca[)t.  John  Brooks,  Jr.,  and  the  Fair- 
field, Capt.  Feck,  were  put  upon  the  same  route.  * 

The  buining  of  the  steamer  J^exington  in  the  Sound,  upon  the 
13th  of  January,  18  10,  by  which  so  many  lives  were  sacrificed, 
was  visible  from  BrI(lg('|)ort.  though  a  better  view  eould  be  ob-  | 
tained  from  Black  Kock  Harbor,  where  many  people  collected 
upon  the  shore,  gazing  with  a  sort  of  fearful  fascination  at  the 
scene,  though  unable  to  render  the  sulferers  any  aid. 

The  Housatonic  R.  K.  was  incorporated  in  ]\Iay,  1836,  and  was 
completed  as  far  as  New  ]\Iilford  in  December,  1839.  It  was  I 
designed  by  its  projectors  to  be  the  main  thoroughfare  between  | 
New  York  and  Albany,  but  tliougli  the  road  has  latterly  been 
quite  successful,  their  anticipations  have  never  been  fully  realized. 
The  New  York  and  New  Haven,  and  the  Naugaluck  Kaih'oads 
commenced  running  trains  from  thi-;  place  about  the  yeai-  1840. 
The  late  Mr.  Altred  Jii>hop.  a  resident  of  F)ridgeport,  was  the 
contractor  for  building  all  <>(  the  above  roads,  and  to  his  enterprise 
and  public  spirit,  much  of  the  j)ro-j)erity  of  this  city  is  dCffe. ' 

A  few  notes  remain  to  be  added  respecting  the  Fequoimock 
River,  the  changes  in  its  c()urse,  and  the  buildings  which  stooil 
upon  its  banks. 

Many  years  before  the  lif'volutionary  War,  iln-.  parish  grist  mill, 
which  was  owned  succe-sivrly  by  J<)>iah  Sinitli,  Stephen  Bur- 
rouglis,  and  otiiers,  stood  ii[>oii  liie  i*t(juonnock  River,  nearly 
opposite  the  present  reservoir.  Tlie  wooh  u  milN,  wliicli  occupy 
about  the  same  site,  were  commenced  in  1.^27.  by  tl.e  late  .Mr. 
Daniel  Thatcher,  but  in  l.^.)J  were  purcba-i'd  and  greatly  etdarged 
bv  the  l*«  (pionn()ck  .Mnniil:iciuriii-j  Company.  conjjMt^cd  t>f  Messrs. 
Thomas  I',  and  Janit  -  I\  liuunel!,  of  Nrw  Voi  k.uJid  Dr.  Thomas  ■» 
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Fitcb,  of   Philadelphia.      The  immense  dam  which  stretches  i 
acro.-s  the  river  at  this  point  has  several  times  been  swept  away  I 
l»v  the  resistless  force  of  heavy  spring  freshets.    Old  residents  ■ 
well  remember  the  devastation  caused  in  1836  and  1843  by  the  | 
rushing  torrent,  and  relate  many  incidents  connected  with  these 
inundation-.    Each  time  the  mills  were  seriously  damaged,  and 
the  banks  of  the  river  were  strewn  with  fragments  of  costly  ma- 
chinery, woolen  fabrics,  and  portions  of  the  buildings.  The 
houses  along  its  course  were  flooded,  and  a  grist  mill  upon  the  ; 
,  cast  side  of  Berkshire  pond  was  lifted  from  its  foundations,  and  ; 

carried  bodily  down  the  stream.  A  haystack  upon  which  a  con-  \ 
:  fidiiig  hen  had  built  her  nest  was  borne  down  the  tide  into  the  ' 
Sound,  whence  it  was  towed  ashore ;  the  feathered  navigator  \ 
In-lunr  found  uninjured,  though  badly  demoralized  by  the  alarm 
occasioned  by  her  unexpected  ride.  The  fair  and  fertile  meadows  | 
brlow  the  mills  were  totally  ruined  after  these  freshets,  by  the  '\ 
iinmtnse  quantity  of  stones  and  gravel,  the  debris  of  the  dam,  i 
which  was  deposited  upon  them,  as  may  be  seen  at  this  day.  ! 

The  bridge  below  these  factories,  which  was  constructed  before  | 
tlie  Uevolution,  was  the  earliest  one  built  across  the  river.    The  j 
head  of  I'erkshire  pond,  which  is  a  little  fjirther  south,  was  then  | 
i  the  princi})al  trading  and  landing  place  for  vessels,  as  it  possessed  t 
I  a  depth  of  water  much  greater  than  at  present,  equal  in  fact  to  ! 
i  that  of  the  outer  harbor.    Within  its  bosom,  concealed  by  the  sur- 
r(Mniding  forests,  privateers  lay  securely  at  anchor,  hidden  from 
the  view  of  the  enemy,  who  might  chance  to  be  passing  up  or 
down  the  Sound.    Upon  its  shores  were  three  ship-yards,  where  1 
many  vessels  were  constructed.    The  \velhknown  Berkshire  mill  j 
has  been  built  for  many  years,  having  been  enlarged  and  repaired 
by  its  j)resent  owner.     There  have  been  several  dams  across 
the  river  where  the  present  one  is  now  situated.     The  first 
two  vvere  built  by  ^li:  James  French,  but  he  was  compelled  to  | 
remove  ihem  as  obstructions  to  navigation,  as  he  had  obtained  no  , 
<hart«'r  from  the  legislature.     The  third  dam  was  constructed  ' 
during  an  extremely  dry  season,  when  the  water  at  all  the  other  | 
Jiiills  had  failed.    The  prudent  milh,'r  this  tinn;  r(Hjuired  each  ens-  | 
totiier  to  ^ign  his  a[)[)lication  for  a  charter  hefure  he  would  griiid 
his  Jurist.    In  this  way  he  (inaily  succeeded  in  obtaining  it.  Pco- 
p!»i  were  accu-tomed  to  bring  tlu-ir  grain  hither  from  all  the  neigh- 
boring eountrv  lor  miles  around. 
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The  mill  on  the  east  side  of  Berkshire  pond  was  built  by  Gen. 
Enoch  Foote. 

The  course  of  the  river  has  materially  changed  within  ,  the  past 
forty  or  fifty  years.  This  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  when  Capt. 
Daniel  Sterling  built  his  house,  which  is  still  standing  on  the  I 
upper  part  of  Main  Street,  there  was  sufficient  water  at  the  foot 
of  his  garden  to  launch  a  vessel,  in  which  he  afterwards  made  a 
foreign  voyage.  Tiie  brig  Leopard  was  also  launched  from  a  I 
ship  yard  near  the  corner  of  Wall  and  ^Yater  streets.  A  little 
way  south  of  Capt.  Sterling's  house  was  a  pottery  which  stood 
upon  the  lot  at  the  foot  of  Fulton  Street,  west  of  the  present  line 
of  the  Ilousatonic  R.  R.  Vessels  used  to  come  up  to  this  pottery 
and  receive  their  cargoes,  and  fragments  of  earthern  ware  may 
still  be  picked  up  on  the  ground  where  it  stood. 

Still  further  south,  near  the  western  terminus  of  the  New 
Bridge,  were  extensive  salt-works,  as  shown  by  the  map  published 
in  1824. 

Below  Porter's  Rocks,  as  the  Point  was  called,  where  the 
Boiler  Works  now  stand,  was  a  wide  bay,  which  set  in  nearly  as  I 
far  as  the  present  site  of  tlie  Atlantic  House. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  was  a  place  called  "  Granny's 
Hollow,"  from  what  genius  loci  we  are  lost  in  conjecture,  where 
the  water  was  quite  deep,  even  at  low  tide,  making  it  a  favorite 
place  for  bathing. 

Before  there  was  ;iny  bri<!ge  across  the  harbor  people  crossed 
at  a  ferry,  from  a  poiiU  of  luid  near  the  corner  of  Water  and 
Union  streets.  Wagons  were  taken  over  in  a  scow.  The  road 
on  the  other  side  followed  along  the  shore  of  the  point  until  it 
came  to  another  (vrvy,  f)p{.osite  Yellow  ^Mill. 

In  I7i)3  the  old  1-ottery  liriilge  across  the  harbor  was  openc' 
for  travel.    It  derive!  its  name  from  the  fact  that  the  money  foi 
buildinf'  it  was  raided  by  mrans  of  a  lottery.    The  privilege  of 
collecting  the  t<»ll-  on   this  hridgi'  was  disposed  of  anmially  at 
i  auctiou,  as  n|ipears  by  advert isctnrnt.H  publish«Ml  iti  the  American 
1  Tele'^raphe."    Its  (-astern  extrrniity  was  near  that  of  the  present 
lower  bridge,  and  some  truces  of  tin-  al)utini'nts  which  supported 
I  the  wf.-tern  vud  ran  still  l>c  sem  al  low  tide,  tiniler  the  dock  a 
I  lilth-'  north  <.f  iIh-  f-^ut  of  ^VHll  Stn-ct.    'i'he  draw  parted  in  the 
I  niiddie,  and  was  rai-ed  by  UK-ans  of  palh  ys  on  either  side.  Tlio 
I  bridgti  was  not  very  securely,  built,  heirig  supjiorted  by  trestl«> 
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work,  and  eventually  lost  its  balance  and  fell  into  the  water,  thus  | 
>t  ttin;^  a  pernicious  example  to  all  succeeding  bridges.    The  draw  i 
floated  down  the  stream,  grounding  on  the  point  now  occu[)ied  by 
the  An\t  rican  Silver  Steel  Company.    The  bridge  was  never 
repaired,  and  in  1807  its  remnants  were  removed,  and  a  new  one, 
wiiich  is  >till  standing,  was  constructed  a  little  f'urtlier  np  stream. 

About  the  year  1850,  a  number  of  streets  were  opened,  and  j 
ptililic  irn[)rovements  commenced  in  Ea^t  Bridgeport.  Prior  to 
that  time  this  portion  of  the  place  had  contained  but  a  score  or 
two  of  houses,  and  the  land  was  either  entirely  unimproved,  or 
tiM'd  only  for  farming  purposes.  Tlie  advantages  of  E:ist  Bridge- 
port for  manufacturing,  now  began  to  be  apparent,  and  a  number 
•  'I  r,irg(;  c.-tahlishments  were  induced  to  remove  their  works 
liith.-r.  Tiii-  gave  a  new  impetus  to  the  growth  of  Bridgeport, 
thr  main  portion  of  the  city  benefitting  as  well,  by  the  increase  of 
psipulation  and  of  business. 

During  the  twenty  years  which  have  elapsed  since  tliat  time, 
wondcrfid  progress  has  been  made  in  every  direction,  and  witliout 
«  xaggeration  it  may  be  said  that,  in  many  respects,  Bridgeport  is 
U'>\v  the  model  city  of  the  State. 

We  would  gladly  continue  our  narrative  down  to  the  present 
nme,  l)ut  the  limits  of  this  sketch  have  already  been  far  exceeded. 

The  history  of  the  growth  of  manufacturing  in  this  pi  ic(\  the 
d<--;crlpiion  of  our  hundreds  of  establishments  where  sewing 
j  machines,  carriages,  weapons  of  warfare,  pumps,  steam  engines, 
I  fit.  el,  and  hundreils  of  other  articles  too  numerous  to  specify,  are 
\  pruduced  for  the  consumption  of  the  world;   of  our  public  im- 
:  j»rovrm<'nts,  buildings,  bridges,  streets,  gas  and  water  works,  {)uh- 
i  lie  nitrary,  and  the  beautiful  Seaside  and  Washington  Parks  of 
■p'  ii'-w  {rri'iti>ry  recently  anncxi-d,  together  with  skerches  of 
«  fnin^Mit  citizens,  living  and  deceased  ;  all  these,  as  well  as  the 
\  liruiorable  part  borne  by  our  peoi)le  in  the  rcH-ent  great  conflict 
:  i"T  iht'  mainti'iinnce  of  the  Union,  and  (ho  exicn-ion  of  freedom  to 
th"  oppressed,  must  be  deferred  until  another  occasion. 
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IN  AND   ABOUT   HKIDGHPOIIT   FKOM  MAY  IsT,  1870,  TO  MAY  IST, 

1871. 


MAY,  1870. 

1.  Rev.  J.  J.  riarrl>on,  new  rector  of  Cliri&t  Church,  ofiiclated 
for  the  first  time  since  liis  acceptance  of  the  call  to  that  parish-  j 

2.  Steamer  J.  15.  Schuyler  comnienced  running  regular  trips  for 
the  season. 

3.  Cigar  store  of  Ciiai-les  Dochterinan,  No.  1  Bank  Street,  de- 
stroyed by  fire;  insured  for  Sl,oOO. — Joseph  Seddon  died,  | 
jiged  50.  I 

4.  James  E.  English  inaugurated  governor  of  the  state  at  New  j 
Haven;  Companies  B  and  IC,  C.  N.  G.,  and  a  portion  of  the 
police  force  from  lUidgeport,  took  part  in  the  ceremonies. 

G.    Cigar  store  of  K<  eler  and  Ilolli-ter,  E.  D.,  burgk\rized. 
8.    Laura  Ibarras  died,  aged  11. 

0.  Lewis  Joimson,  agi'd  1  o,  fell  througli  the  elevator  at  Howe's 
sewing  maciiiiie  factory,  causing  compound  fracture  of  the 
right  leg. — Wiiliarn  K.  I)i-hro\v,  in  attempting  to  stop  a  run- 
away team  belonging  t<»  the  city,  was  knocked  down  and  badly 
injured. — South  Penn  Ilu.-t-  Company,  of  Pliiladelphia,  ar- 
rived in  town,  accompanit  d  by  Beck's  Band  No.  1,  to  take 
part  in  the  fire  deparlmetit  jiarail**. 

10.  Annual  parade  of  the  r»r:dL'«'p<>rt  Fire  Drparnnent. — Walter 
Pitch,  late  adju(unt  of  the  Dih  Connecticut  Volunteers,  died, 
aged  '2^1 

11.  \ViIliani  T.  Fi>h,  of  Lee.  Max-,,  seized  with  j)aralysis  at  the 
de{)0t;  taken  to  the  Atlantic  IIot(  I. — Annual  meeting  of  the 
Bridgeport  Orphan  Ar-ylum. 

12.  Judge  liutler,  of  Norwalk,  apptHiued  Chii  f  Justice  of  Con- 
necticut, l>y  unanimous  vote  of  both  Iluu-es  of  the  lt'giv];\ture. 
— Stephen  M.  Kayniund,  of  BridgepDit,  died  in  New  Haven, 
aged  cM. 
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13.    Mrs,  Skinner,  wife  of  John  Skinner,  a  well  known  carman  in  ! 

I 

this  city,  died,  aged  39. — Funeral  of  the  late  Adjutant  Wal- 
ter Fitcli  attended  from  St.  John's  Church. — Lecture  by  Dr. 
Thomas  Barsley,  (>oIurtd,)  M.  D.  P.M.,  at  Washington  Hall;  - 
subject — the  Fifteenth  Amendment,  Washington,  Lafayette, 
Lincoln,  Johnson,  and  Grant. — Charles  Hawkins  severely  in- 
jured by  falling  from  a  scaffold. 
10.  Fire  in  Willard  Street,  E.  D.,  caused  by  the  explosion  of  a 
kerosene  lamp. 

17.  Joshua  Lord,  of  Bridgeport,  appointed  commissioner  of  Fair- 
field County. 

18.  E.  Allen  Parrott,  town  clerk  and  registrar  of  Bridgeport  for  j 
fifte(!n  years,  died,  aged  70. — Second  annual  report  of  the  ' 
liridgeport  Orphan  Asylum,  showing  balance  on  hand  of 
S3,524.3G. 

19.  William  E.  Smith,  E.  D,  died,  aged  38. 

20.  Funeral  of  E.  Allen  Parrott  attended  from  his  residence  on 
Broad  Street. 

21.  Captain  Edward  W.  Coffin  died,  aged  G8.— Mrs.  E.  De  F. 
llawley,  of  Bridgeport,  died  in  Chicago,  after  a  long  and  pain- 
ful illness. — Mrs.  Theodore  W.  Curtis  died,  atred  29.  1 

23.  Chauncey  M.  Hatch  ap[)ointed  town  clerk  and  registrar  to  fill  ' 
vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  E.  Allen  Parrott. — Departure  ! 
of  Bridgeport  I'enians  to  join  in  the  Raid  on  Canada. 

'24.  Annie  Millington  died,  aged  31. — Another  lot  of  Fenians 
started  for  Canada. — Annual  statement  of  the  Bridgeport 
Piotestant  Widows  Society  submitted  to  the  legislature  at 
New  ILiven. — Meeting  of  the  Pembroke  Burlal-Ground  As- 
sociation, E.  D.,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  exchanging  the 
grounds. 

25.  'Great  Fenian  meeting  at  Lyceum  Hall. — Lieutenant  Edward 
Hope  and  Private  Francis  Cariaher,  both  of  Bridgejiort,  | 
woundtd  in  the  Fenian  repulse  at  St.  Armand,  Canada.  \ 

2G.    Departure  of  another  company  of  Fenians  for  the  seat  of 
war  in  Canada. — S.  W.  Hough,  private  watchman  at  B.  Kay 
Sous,  fired  upon  and  wounded  a  wouhl-he  horse  thief. — 
Second  great  Fenian  meeting  at  Lyceum  llalh 

27.  Keturn  of  Lieutenant  Edward  Hope  and  Private  Carraher 
wounded,  from  the  Canadian  frontier. 
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28.  Severe  storm  on  Long  TslanJ  Sound;  steamer  J.  B.  Schuyler  I 
five  hours  late. — Captain  John  Fitzpatrick,  Frank  Connary, 
and  about  lialf  of  the  Bridgeport  company  returned  from  the 
seat  of  war  in  Canada.  ] 

29.  INtemorial  service  at  the  East  Bridgeport  Methodist  Episcopal  ; 
Church,  "In  honor  of  our  fallen  heroes." — T.  Swan's  barn, 
near  the  corner  of  Main  and  Water  Streets,  destroyed  by  fire. 

30.  Decoration  day;  flowers  placed  upon  the  graves  of  sixty-seven 
soldiers  buried  in  Bridgeport;  grand  procession  of  the  military, 
fire  departnient,  and  the  various  temperance  and  charitable  : 
societies,  and  others;  oration  by  Captain  A.  B.  Beers,  at  Sea-  i 
Side  Park;  original  [)oern  by  Samuel  B.  Sumner,  Esq. — Fran-  I 
ces  E.,  wife  of  Charles  A.  l^acon,  died. — Return  of  the  re-  I 
raainder  of  the  liridgeport  boys  from  the  seat  of  war  in  j 
Canada. 

31.  Large  delegation  of  citizens  went  to"  New  Haven  to  favor 
and  oppose  the  ''Annexation  Scheme"  before  the  committee  | 
on  incorporations. — Return  of  ^Nlr.  O'llerron,  special  agent  | 
from  Bridgeport  to  the  Fenians  at  St.  Albans. — Washburne  | 

-  ^  and  Connelly,  escaped  prisoners  from  Bridgeport  jail,  captured 
at  Darien. 

JUNE. 

1.    P.  F.  Barnum,  United  States  Marshal,  commenced  taking 

the  census  of  JJridgcport. 
4.    Launch  of  the  Yacht  ••Ma-irie  ]],"  at  Norwalk.— Fall  of 

sciifiblding  at  S.  C.  Kingman's  new  house,  E.  D.;  three  men 

injured. 

6.  Annual  meeting  and  election  of  olhccrs  of  Rescue  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company  No.  -i. 

7.  Annual  meeting  and  election  of  ollicers  of  Fountain  Hose 
Company  No.  3. 

8.  Orphan  A-Nlum  opened  to  the  public;  poem  composed  by 
Rev.  J.  G.  Davenport,  tor  the  occasion,  read  by  Mr.  J.  N. 
Ireland. 

0.  Return  of  tlie  steatji  yacht  "Pioneer,"  from  Annapolis. — Oli- 
vet Lodge  No.  LO'J  L  0.  (i.  T.,  instituted  with  twenty  mem- 
ber-. 

]0.  Jennie  A.  Wetter;^'roen  ilied,  ag«  d  "-*.>.— John  Henninger,  aged 
IG,  run  over  and  killed  in  allempting  to  jmnj)  on  the  car's  in 
Kast  liritlgeport. 
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:  12.    William  C.  Dowd,  of  this  place,  died  in  ^""ew  York,  aged  29. 
,  13.    Ke-union  of  the  Bridgeport  Veterans  of  the  14tli  Connecticut 
\         Volunteer.-^,  at  the  residence  of  Colonel  Dwight  Morris,  Fair- 
field Avenue. — Four  human  skeletons  exhumed  while  exca- 
vating for  the  cellar  of  Toralinson's  Block,  corner  of  ]\Iain 
and  Union  Streets. — Case  of  Dr.  Barsley  vs.  Isichols  tried  be- 
fore Judge  Powell. 
;  14.    Funeral  of  William  C.  Dowd  froni  Methodist  Episcopal 
i        -Church,  Beaver  Street. — William  and  George  Eeid  drowned 
I         while  in  bathing  off  Cook's  Point. 

;  15.    The  stores  of  J.  M.  Samis  &  Co.  and  Morford  &  Trubce  en- 
tered by  burglars. 
;  IG.    Excursion  of  railroad  and  steamboat  presidents  and  other 
i         prominent  railroad  and  steamboat  men  on  board  of  Major 
j         Maliorj's  stenra  yacht. 

!  18.  First  open  air  concert  of  the  season,  at  Sea-Side  Park,  by  the 
I         Wheeler  &  Wilson  Band. 

i  19.    Annual  religious  festival  of  Rose  Sunday  celebrated  at  the 

i         Universalist  Church. —  Charles  Banks  died,  aged  67. 

'  21.    IMrs.  George  W.  Wheeler  died,  aged  61. 

i  '22,    Trial  of  Dr.  Barsley — the  greatest  since  that  of  Pickwick 

I         and  Bardell — adjourned  from  the  1  oth  inst. — Yacht  race  be- 

j         tween  the  "Bella,"  of  Brooklyn,  and  "Tiger,"  of  Bridgeport, 

!         oiF  Sea-Side  Park ;  won  by  the  Bella. 

i  23.    Second  race  between  the  "Bella"  and  "Tiger;"  the  Tisjer 

i  .  D  ^ 

j  again  beaten. — Ciiarter  Oak  Temple  instituted  by  G.  W.  T. 
I        D.  ]SI.  S.  Wells. 

I  '2i.  Thermometer  98°  in  the  shade. — Fire  at  Tondinson  Spring 
I        and  Axle  Company. 

:  25.    Thermometer  101°  in  the  shade. — Barns  and  stables  of  Cap- 
j         tain  Harry  Wheeler,  on  Park  Avenue,  destroyed  by  lire. 
2G.    John  Woods,  sun  struck  yesterday,  died  to-day. — Charles  N. 
AVard  di(>d,  aged  42. 

27.  William  Hayes  died,  aged  50. 

28.  Thermometer  101°  in  the  shade. 

j  ^0.    Bill  to  annex  a  portion  of  Fairfield  to  Bridgeport  passed  the 
Senate. 

JULY. 

I-    Bill  to  annex  a  portion  of  l-'airfield  to  P>riclgpport  passcil  the 
Monse. 

! 
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2.  President  Grant  and  suite  drove  through  the  city;  immense 
concourse  of  citizens  and  people  from  the  surrounding  towns.  ' 

3.  Joseph  Gerard,  comrade  G.  A.  K.,  died,  aged  38.  | 

4.  Independenck  Day. — The  "J.  15.  Schuyler"  excurshed  to  ' 
New  Haven. — The  "Bridgeport"  dittoed  around  the  light-  ; 
ship.  I 

5.  Walter  Sterling,  a  resident  of  Bridgeport,  and  for  twenty-  \ 
nine  years  engineer  on  the  Ilou-afonic  Railroad,  died  in  Great  ; 
Barrington,  agtrd  54.  | 

6.  William  Biermann  died,  aged  o2. — Arrest  of  Ab.  Gill,  by  \ 
Officer  Arnold,  after  an  exciting  chase.  | 

8.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  K.  Lombard  conchided  their  engagement  I 
with  the  Prospect  Street  School.  i 
11.    The  body  of  Mrs.  Patrick  DowHng  found  in  the  harbor,  just  ' 
north  of  the  lower  bridge.  1 

13.  Frederick  A.  Beardsley,  formerly  of  Bridgeport,  died  in  San 
Francisco,  aged  40.  j 

14.  Net  profits  of  the  " Drummer  Boy  "  announced;  five  hundred  ; 
dollars,  for  the  Soldiers  Monument  Fund. — Adolphus  Stirn,  : 
painter,  fell  from  1\.  McCoy's  new  stable  buildings,  and  se-  | 
verely  injun^d. — The  house  of  ilon.  S.  15.  Beardsley  burglar-  j 
ized,  and  a  (quantity  of  jewelry  stoleii ;  capture  and  arrest  of  j 
the  thieves. 

1 6.  Wheeler  &  Wilson  Band  gave  an  o[)en  air  concert  in  Stratford. 

17.  Thermometer  lOo*"  in  llie  .-hade. 

18.  Patrick  Gormley  sun-struck,  and  died  within  an  hour,  aged 
24. 

19.  Grand  Lodge  Knights  of  P}  thias  holding  their  semi-annual 
session  in  ])ridgeport. 

20.  Charles  H.  Minor  died,  aged  l'>. 
2L   'Lucius  P.  Allis  died,  aged  18. 

22.  Keturn  of  the  Yachts  "Clart'nce"  and  "  Fanchon,"  under  the 
command  of  Commodore  McXiel. 

23.  City  ]5and  gave  an  opi'u  air  concert  0!i  th(;  Green  at  Fairfield. 
25.    Steamer  "Sylvan  Grove"  excur.-hed  fruni  Bridg»'port  to  New 

Loudon. — Thomas  B.  Taylor  died,  aged  G5. — John  Keppy 
died  from  ctTects  of  sun  stroke. —  l-dniund  r)arry  di( d  from 
eftects  of  sun-stroke. 
27.    John  Conway  lo-t  the  ends  ol*  two  fingers  and  a  thuml)  b)'  a 
buzz  saw. 
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28.  Peter  W.  Vredenburg  died,  aj^ed  42. 

29.  S.  Marcus  Nichols  died,  aged  32. 

30.  Steamer  '"Sleepy  Hollow"  arrived  with  a  party  of  excursion- 
ists from  Staten  Island. — Miss  Katie  La  t'arge  drowned  near  j 
Fairchilds'  paper-mill. — Major  jMiirphy  returned  from  his  i 
captivity. — Fresh  Pond  school-house  entirely  destroyed  by 
fire.  .  -  I 

31.  Funeral  of  S.  Marcus  Nichols  attended  from  St.  John's  j 
Church. 

AUGUST, 

1.  Josephine  Lyon  died,  aged  Gl. — Mrs.  Caroline  Wooster  died, 
aged  53.  | 

2.  Excursion  of  the  Sedgwick  Guard  to  Danbury. — Fall  of  t!ie  ; 
iron  front  of  the  opera  house  in  process  of  erection.  j 

3.  John  Brock  died,  aged  42.  | 

4.  Fat  men's  "clam  bake"  at  Gregory's  Point,  Norwalk.  j 

5.  Second  annual  re-union  of  the  9th  Connecticut  Volunteers  at  | 
G.  A.  R.  Hall,  and  clam  bake  at  Long  Beach. — Mr.  Lester  | 
drowned  while  in  bathing  at  Cook's  Point.  | 

9.  James  Martin,  proprietor  of  restaurant,  No.  94  Water  Street,  I 
died,  aged  39.  | 

12.  John  Handlin  drowned  near  Lyon,  Curtis  &  Go's  lumber-  | 
yard. — Heaviest  thunder  storm  of  the  season.  j 

13.  Lizzie  M.  Booth,  of  Bridgeport,  died  in  Brookheld,  Mass.,  ' 
aged  37. —  Census  of  Bridgeport  completed;  total  poj)ulalion, 
(not  including  annexed  district,)  19,876. 

18.    Forty-seven  vessels  lying  at  the  wliarves. 
I  25.    John  McKenna  died,  aged  70. 

i  28.  Andrew  AVinslow,  formerly  of  Bridgeport,  died  in  ^leriden. 
!  29.    K.  H.  Standisii  thrown  from  his  Avagon  and  badly  hurt.— Seth 

B.  Jones,  an  old  resident  and  enterprising  citizen,  died,  aged 

71. 

•  30.    Great  base  ball  contest  at  Sea-Side  Park;  Dry  Goods  r.-?. 
Drugs. 

SEPTEMBER. 

1.  Large  oyster  fleet  off  the  harbor. 

2.  Race  at  the  Trotting  Park  between  "Paine"  and  ''White 
Fawn,"  won  })y  "  Pain(\" 

3.  A  party  of  Bridgeporters  started  for  ''  Bash  I'.ish  FalN." 
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4.  Mrs.  Alfred  C.  Short,  of  Bridgeport,  died  in  Bethel. — Wil- 
liam Tilton  died  suddenly.  | 

5.  The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Fairfield  County  in  session 
for  the  first  time. 

7.  Mrs.  John  Neville  died,  aged  31.  f 

8.  Ke-union  of  the  Second  Coimecticut  Light  Battery  at  Greg- 
ory's Point,  Norwalk. — -"Mrs.  Mary  E.  Wethstcin  died,  aged 
38. — Miss  Fanny  G.  Bateman  died,  aged  14. 

y.  Frederick  C.  Siliiman  dif-'d,  aged  10. — Edward  McMullen 
died. 

11.  INIrs.  Sarah  A.  Kirtland  died,  aged  46.  | 

12.  German  tlieatrical  entertainment  at  ''  Turne  Ilalle  "  for  the  i 
benefit  of  wounded  soldiers  in  tlie  German  army.  j 

13.  Miss  ]Mary  L.  Zeller  died,  accidentally  poisoned. — Capt.  I 

William  B.  Howes,  of  Black  Bock,  died  in  Newtown,  aged  ' 
53.  j 

14.  Third  annual  session  of  tlie  Gth  C.  V.,  and  clam  bake  at  • 

Long  Beach. — John  Cummings,  Jr.,  died,  aged  IG. 

16.  Reunion  of  the  14th  C.  V.  at  New  Britain. 

17.  Daniel  Parshall  died,  aged  GO. 

j  18.    Thomas  B.  AValtoa  died,  nged  31. — Attempted  suicide  by 
George  11.  Roberts. 

19.  John  Lancaster  lost  two  fingers  at  the  Crossly  Works. 

20.  Reunion  of  the  23d  l^'g't,  C.  V.,  at  Bethel 

21.  INIiss    iNIary  B.  Treat   died. — -F.  C.  Bowman   attempted  i 

suicide, 

22.  Reunion  of  tlie  13th  C.  V.  at  Sea  View  House,  W^est  Haven. 

25.  Great  tire  corner  of  Middle  and  Beaver  St. 

26.  William  Rcddy,  spring  maker,  died  suddenly. 

27.  "  Cam[)  of  the  innocents"  established  a  few  miles  north  of 

the  city. 

28.  Reunioti  df  the  Cavalry  Association,  and  clam  bake  at  ]\Iills. 
30.    Annie  L  iuric  Warwick  (Gibbs)  Lake  died,  aged  21. — !Mrs. 

!  John  Dillon  died,  aged  28. 

OCTOBER. 

{    2.    I-r;icI  lC<:iidrick  ilrowried,  off  Sea-idc  P;u  k,  aged  24. 

3.    Preparation^  comm'Miccd  towaril  building  addition  to  Pros-^ 
pect  St.  School  House. 
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4.  Charlie  Ingraham  died,  aged  11.  i 
i  5.  Town  Meeting  to  consolidate  the  Pequonnock  and  Island  [ 
I  Brook  School  Districts. 

i  10.    Steamer  "Bridgeport"  broke  her  port  shaft  coming  througii 
I  Hell  Gate. 

I  13.    Mrs.  Hannah  M.  Patterson,  formerly  of  Bridg  poit,  died  at 
I  CarabridgCj  Mass.,  aged  23. 

I  14.  Great  hurricane  at  Matansas,  W.  L,  schr.  Edwin,  of  Bridge- 
port, wrecked. 

I  15.  P.  T.  Barnum,  D.  ^V.  Sherwood,  Geo.  A.  Wells,  James 
Wilson,  C.  A.  Hotchki^s,  D.  M.  Read,  and  T.  W.  Downs, 
started  for  Colorado,  for  a  buffalo  hunt. 

1  18.    First  appearance  of  Lottie  Fowler,  at  the  "Atlantic." — First 

I  day  of  the  Fifth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. — 

i  Franklin  Hitchcock  and  wife,  both  formerly  of  Bridgeport, 

I  lost  at  sea,  on  board  steamer  "  Varuna." 

I  21.    Rev.  Geo.  Richards  died.  ^- 

\  22.    Fire  at  the  Pacific  Iron  Works. 

i  23.    Mrs.  Catherine  Gregg  died,  aged  24. 
24.    Funeral  of  Rev.  George  Richards,  from  the  North  Church. 
— First  meeting  of  the  Professors  of  the  Shetfield  Scientific 
School,  at  the  Superior  Court  Room  — ^Nlary  L.  llayward 
died,  aged  21. 
20.    Mrs.  P.  C.  Marsh  died,  aged  41. 

30.  AVilliain  II.  Peet  died,  aged  20.— -Moses  Piatt  died,  aged  87. 

31.  Mrs.  George  M.  Ilubbell  died. 

NOVEMBER. 

1.  Corner  Stone  of  the  E.  Bridgeport  Cong.  Church  laid. — Lu- 
I  cius  Curtis  died,  aged  84. 

i  2.  George  Mallory,  Esq  ,  fell  from  a  scaffolding,  and  severely 
j  injured. —  Richard  McGregor  died,  aged  G8. 

j  C.  Rev.  Edwin  Johnson  entered  upon  his  duties  as  pastor  elect 
j  of  the  South  Cong.  Ciiurch. 

7.    Patrick  lirady  run  through  the  thigh  by  a  piece  of  red  hot 

steel,  at  the  American  Silver  Steel  Works.    Died  ne\t 

day. — I\liss  Isabel  Depew  died,  aged  10. 
i    8.    Rev.  Edwin  Johnson  installed  over  the  South  Cong.  Church. 
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— Hugh  Masters  on  broke  a  leg  by  the  upsetting  of  a  | 
wagon. 

9.    Mrs.  Traverse  Swan  died,  aged  70. 

10.  Olivet  llall,  cor.  Washington  Av.  and  Grand  St.  dedicated 

by  Olivet  Lodge,  T.  0.  G.  T. 

11.  William  S.  Poineroy,  senior  editor  of  the  Farmer,  died, 

aged  Gl. 

12.  jMajor  iNIallory's  new  steam  yacht  made  its  first  appearance  I 

in  the  harbor.  | 

13.  Eleventh  Annual  fleeting  of  tlie  ]>rIdgeport  Bible  Society,  ' 

at  the  North  Church. 

14.  Funeral  of  William  S.  Ponieroy,  late  senior  editor  of  the 

Farmer,  from  Trinity  Church. 
16.    Olivet  Church  organized. — Jului  Fitzgibbons  died,  aged  25. 
19.    First  snow  of  the  sea^-on. 

21.  Mrs.  AYilliam  C.  A'ans  died,  aged  oS. 

22.  Mrs.  Henry  B.  Cox  died,  aged  21. — Terrible  gale  on  Long 

Island  Sound. 

24.  Thanksgiving  Day. 

25.  Two  little  boys,  Albert  and  Willie  Siviter,  drowned  in  East 

Bridgeport. 

28.  Margaret  ^McLaughlin  died  at  the  .Jail. 

29.  Slight  explosion  at  tlie  Cartri<lge  Factory. 

30.  Terril)le  explosion  at  the  I'.  M.  Cartridge  and  Cap  Factory. 

Aehille  Zajutti  killed. 

DECEMBER. 

1.  William  ]\r.  Hard  had  three  fingers  cut  off  at  Swords  & 

•  Stills()ns. 

2.  Lottie  Fowler  arretted  for  fortune  telling. 

3.  Fire  at  Bclknaj)  and  Burnh  imV. 

0.    'J'rial  ot^  Luttie  Fowler  i-ommenced. 

7.  :Mrs.  Laac  F.lake  dir.).  ivu-.X  81. 

8.  Mi-^s  Fannie  All<-n.  ag- d  17. 

0.    Au^Mistus  N.  AN'ood  killed  at  the  K  lilroad  crossing,  near  Lyon 
Cnriis'  l.uuibrr  Vaid. — Alan>un  W.  In  crs  died,  aged  22. 
lO.    Last  trip  of  ihe  ^'Sehush  r  "  lor  the  season. —  Lottie  Fowler  , 
uc<|uitle<l  l)y  .Judge  l>ull<»ck. 
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11.  Public  seance  by  Lottie  Fowler,  at  Lyceum  Hall.  Her 

agent,  Col.  Fillcy,  runs  away  with  the  funds. 

12.  i\Irs.  G.  C.  Bateman,  of  this  city,  died  in  Harifor(3,  aged  49. 

13.  Fairfield  Co.  Sunday  School  Teacher's  Association,  at  South 

Norwalk. — Henry  Hall  garrotted  and  robbed. 

14.  Rev.  D.  B.  Dodge  installed  pastor  of  Olivet  Church, 

15.  Charles  A.  Ray,  of  Bridgeport,  died  in  Jacksonville,  Fla., 

aged  26. — Chas.  H.  Havens  died,,  aged  33. 

17.  New  Bridge  submitted  to  a  pig  iron  test. 

18.  Lewis  Feeley  died,  aged  40. — Mrs.  Thomas  Rowe  died, 

aged  44. 

19.  Woman  Suffrage  Convention  at  Franklin  Hall. 

21.  Samuel  B.  Hall  died,  aged  54. 

22.  First  funeral  passed  over  the  New  Bridge. 

23.  Mrs.  Charles  Mallett  died,  aged  58.  '  ' 
25.    CnrasTMAs.  * 
2G.    Opening  of  the  "  Opera  House."    Poem  by  S.  B.  Sumner, 

Esq.  The  "  Honeymoon  "  presented  by  J.  B..Studley  and 
Miss  Ida  Vernon. — Mrs.  John  O'Connors  died. 

!  28.    Sammy  Andrews  arrested  on  complaint  of  Mrs.  Gridley. 

j  Discharged  next  day. — Miss  Josephine  Piatt  died,  aged  20. 

j  30.    Thermometer  at  zero  at  sunrise. — Mrs.  IMary  Louisa  Ai'cher 

j  died,  aged  37. 

I  3L    Mrs.  Elizabeth  Taylor  died,  aged  50. 

JANUARY. 

I    1.    New  Years.    Mrs.  Eliza  Grant  died,  aged  74. 

j    2.    Thos.  Rowe,  formerly  of  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  died. 

i    3.    Henry  Sturges,  aged  15,  fell  on  an  icy  pavement,  and  died 

I  'next  day. 

I  4.  Installation  of  oflieers  at  Steuben  Lodge,  No.  83,  I.  0  of  0.  F. 
\    G.    John  Brady,  a  painter,  fell  from  a  hulder  ou  l>road  St.,  and 

seriously  injured. — ^liss  Sadie  S.  ^loorc  died,  aged  28. 
;    7.    L.  H.  Wilson  thrown  from  his  carriage,  and  severely  injured. 
:  10.    Rev.  J.  D.  Potter,  the  Evangelist,  commenced  a  series  of 

meetings  at  Olivet  Hall. 
11.    ^Marcus  C.  Hawley's  residence,  on  ^lain'St.,  injured  by  lire. 
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12.  Mrs.  Thomas  Lynch  dit-dj  aged  48. — Peter  McKinnon  died, 

aged  36. 

13.  Capt.  Rylands  shot  Fred.  Sailer's  dog. 

15.    House  of  111  Fame  on  Lafayt^tte  St.  cracked  by  the  police. 

17.  Isaac  B.  Walker  died,  aged  C6. 

18.  Mrs.  Sophia  Ireland  died,  aged  98. 

21.    Annual  banquet  to  the  Stockholders  of  the  "\Ylieeler  &  Wil-  i 
son  Sewing  Machine  Co.  j 

23.  Thermometer  4^  below  zero  at  sunrise,  and  at  3  p.  m.,  4° 

above. 

24.  First  sleighing  of  the  season. — IMrs.  Charles  B.  Foote,  for- 

merly of  Bridgeport,  died  in  Harlem.  j 

25.  Thermometer  2^'  heiow  zero,  at  sunrise. — Hepublican  State 

Convention  at  New  Haven. 

27.  First  appearanc':!  of  3Ir.  and  ]Mrs.  Barney  AVilliams,  in  ; 

Bridgeport.- — Tuseph  A.  Banks  died,  aged  47.  ! 

28.  Close  of  the  t-eries  of  entertainments  at  the  Opera  House,  ! 

running  througii  thirty  nights,  by  Messrs.  Dugan  and  ; 
Lucas.  I 

30.  iMrs.  Victory  Curti.s  died,  aged  C3. — Edgar  A.  Peck  died,  j 

aged  42.  j 

31.  Attempted  assassination  of  Sigmund  Simonson. —  Dedication  i 

of  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  People's  Savings  Bank  Building. 

FEBRUARY. 
1.    Ezra  L.  Todd  dial,  agrd  77. 

3.    W.  II.  Wilson,  tirm  of  lioard<ley,  WiL^ou  &  Co.,  fell  from  a 
pile  of  lun)her,  ai.d  severely  injured. 

5.  Coldest  day  of  the  -e;i-ot».    Tht.-rmometer  5^  below  zero,  at 

, sunrise. — Fatal  accident  to  Owen  McCarthy,  on  board 
steamer  liridgcport." 

6.  Henry  Schn'  i>!f  wiiui  difd,  age<l  1'.). 

7.  Mrs.  Chira  Lol.di  11  iKtrnum  died,  aged  89. 

9.    ^Irs.  ^lartha  ilaines  l»att-  Benuftl,  of  Bridgeport,  died  at  the 
Grand  Central  in  New  York. 

10.    IMrs.  derumo  \l  Palmrr  die.l,  aged  20. 

12.  Mrs.  Alfxand.  r  TuiIh  ^  dit  d,  agc.l    12.— IMrs.  .John  Gillice  ; 

died,  aged 

13.  Mrs.  Mary  Fct  ri^  tlicl.  agrd  71. 
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14.  Valentines'  Day. 

15.  Fire  on  Main  St.,  near  Golden  Hill  St.    Alexander  Reid's  i 

Grocery  store,  and  Thomas  Fitzpatricks'  liquor  shop  de-  ! 
stroyed.  i 

16.  Republican  Convention,  Fourth  Congressional  District,  at  | 

Franklin  Hall.  Hon.  George  Coffiiig  nominated  for  Con-  ! 
gress. 

18.  Assault  on  W.  H.  Danley,  by  the  Iron  Moulders  of  the 

Howe  Sewing  ^Machine  Co. 

19.  Edward  A.  Blank  died,  aged  37. 

21.    Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Naugatuck  Rail-  • 
road  Co.  j 

24.  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Housatonic  Rail-  { 

road  Co. 

25.  Eli  Willett  died,  aged  69. 

MAKCH. 

1.  Mrs.  Dr.  A.  A.  Wright,  formerly  of  Bridgeport,  died  in 

Canaan,  aged  65. 

2.  Explosion  in  the  Annealing  room  of  the  New  Haven  Arras 

Co.— Mrs.  Elizabeth  Penfield  died,  aged  92.— Mrs.  J.  W. 
White  died,  aged  34. 

5.  Rev.  N.  L.  Briggs  commenced  his  labors  as  Rector  of  Christ 

Church. 

6.  David  M.  Blackman  attempted  suicide  at  the  jail. — Mrs. 

Amanda  Vredenburg,  of  tliis  city,  died  in  Orange,  N.  J., 
aged  38. 

7.  First  appearance  of  Laura  Keene,  at  the  Opera  House. 

8.  Main  shaft  broke  at  Howe's  Factory. 

9.  Mis.  Catherine  Crandall,  of  this  city,  died  in  Trumbull, 

aged  46. 

11.    Mrs.  Aurilla  Walker  died,  aged  86. 

14.    State  Sunday  School  Convention  commences  its  Annual  Ses- 
sion in  Bridgeport, 
j  15.    Daniel  Vredenburg  dropped  dead  at  his  house  in  Church 
I  St.,  E.  D. 

I  16.    Max  Strakosch  Concert  at  the  Opera  House, 
j  17.    C.       Schields  Hair  Dressing  Saloon  burned. 
23.    ^Mrs.  Ann  Curtis  died,  aged  70. 
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2-i.  Charles  G.  Briscoe  died,  aged  69. — Mrs.  James  Odell  died, 

i  ai^ed  7  i. 

26.  Unsue^essful  attempt  to  burglarize  the  residence  ©f  John  W. 

I  Oviatt,  Golden  Hill. 

1  27.  Mrs.  Charles  B.  ISUWs  died. 

I  28.  Mrs.  Henry  W.  Stillman  died,  aged  63. 

30.  jNIadame  ISIarle  Seebach  as  "Marguerite,"  at  the  Opera 
House. — Mrs.  T.  Edwin  Burr  died,  aged  26. 

APRIL,, 

3.  Annual  Election  for  State,  Town  and  City  Officers.    E.  B. 

Goodseli  elected  Mayor. 

4.  Rev.  F.  W.  Smith  died  in  Easton,  aged  73 — Jeremiah 

Alleji  died,  aged  52. 

6.  Elizabeth  Hendricks  died,  aged  72. 

7.  State  Fast  Day.    Funeral  of  Rev.  F.  W;  Smith,  from 

the  M.  E.  Church,  Beaver  St. 
0.    I'^aster  Sunday  School  Festivals  at  the  several  Episcopal 
Churches. 

10.  Peace  Jubilee  and  grand  parade  by  the  German  societies. 

11.  J.  B.  Brewer,  editor  of  the  Stamford  Democrat,  severely 

injured  while  attempting  to  jump  on  the  cars  in  East 
Bridgeport. — First  thunder  storm  of  the  season. 

12.  John  H.  Russell  died,  aged  48. — Mrs.  Ilattie  F.  Hayes  died, 

aged  23. 

13.  Spire  of  the  new  East  Bridgeport  Congregational  Church 

raised. 

14.  Michael  O'Neil  dropped  dead  in  the  streets  in  East  Bridge- 

port. 

\  17.    Lent's  New  York  Circus  arrived, 
i'  IS.    Grand  Concert  by  3Iiss  Vienna  Demorest. 
V>.    Bailey's  Menagerie  and  Circus  arrived. — Robert  AVestcott, 

lirst  mate  of  the  ''Schuyler,"  died.— IMary  C.  INIcCutchen, 

•  si<  d.  a'jcd  21. 
I  20.    William  H.  Haley  died,  aged  20. 

I  2L  Fir>t  appearance  of  Maggie  ^litchell  in  Bridgeport. — Capt. 
j  Anson   liyan  died,   aged  69. — Forrester  Nichols  died, 

j  «<i<d  19. 

!  22.    Syivf.-tcr  Sivti-r.  died,  aged  o,). 
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23.  Stone  Sc  Murray's  Circus  arrived. 

24.  Dr.  Jolin  Lord  lectured  on  Daniel  Webster,  at  the  Methodist 

Church  on  Beaver  St. 

26.  Mrs.  Almira  Hubbell  died,  a^^ed  74. 

27.  Fifty-Second  Anniversary  celebration  of  the  Order  of  Odd 

Fellows. 

28.  The  body  of  John  Leavy  found  in  the  water  in  the  rear  of 

the  Standard  Office,  by  the  mud  digger. — Edgar  F.  Yorke 
died,  aged  28. 

29.  House  in  rear  of  85  State  St.  burned. 
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UXITED  SIAILS  STAllP  KW,  Al!E\llED  OCTUBEll,  ISJO.  | 

i 


Stamp  Duty. 

Affveement  or  contract  not  otherwise  specified:  j 
For  every  sheet  or  piece  of  paper  upon  v.-hich  cither  of  the  same  shall  ! 
be  written,  -  -  -  -  -  -         -  -$0  05 

Agreement,  renewal  of,  sanie  i-tump      firi2;inal  instrument. 
Apprahtment  of  value  or  <hun;it:e,  or  for  any  other  purpose: 

For  each  sheet  of  paper  on  \v!i;rh  ir  i<  v.-ritten,     -         -  -  -  5 

Assignmeui  of  a  Uase,  sunic  stamji  a-  oricrina!,  and  additional  stamp  upon 
the  value  or  consi.leratiwn  of  tran-fo",  ;iccording  to  the  rates  of  stamps 
on  deed.    (See  Conveyance.) 
Assignment  of  policy  of  insuranct,  same  stamp  as  original  instrument.  (See 

Insurance.)  | 
Bank  check,  draft,  or  order  for  any  suni  of  money  drawn  upon  any  bank,  i 
banker,  or  trust  company  at  sij^ht  or  ou  demand,  -  -  -        2  j 

When  drawn  upon  an  ■  other  person  or  persons,  companies  or  corpora- 
tions, for  any  sum  exceeding  Sl'»,  at  siirlit  or  on  denumd,        -  -        2  i 
Bill  of  exchamje,  (inland,)  drait  or  order  f-r  the  payment  of  any  sum  j 
of  money  not  exceedini^'  f  !0(\  otherwise  tlian  at  sisht  or  on  de- 
demand,  or  any  promissury  nore,  or  any  moniMrandum,  check,  receipt,  ; 
or  other  written  or  printe  i  evuletice  of  an  amount  of  money  to  bo  paid  1 
on  demand  or  at  a  cinie  d'-si^nated :  For  a  sum  of  SlOO,          -          -  5 
And  for  every  additional  "Sluu  or  fractional  part  thereof  in  excess  of  | 
Sloa,  6  I 
Bill  of  exchange  y  (foreign,)  or  letter  of  credit  drawn  in,  but  payable  out  of,  ^| 
the  United  States:  If  (inr.va  .-insly,  s:innj  rates  of  duty  as  iuland  bills 
of  exchange  or  proini^-ory  uotL'-i. 
If  drawn  in  sets  of  tiire-.-  ur  nior>',  f 'r  every  bill  of  each  set,  where  the 

sum  made  payable  sludl  not  exceed  Slou  or  the  equivalent  tliereof  in  1 
any  foreign  currency,       -  -        _  -  -  -  -  -        2  | 

And'for  evcrv  additional  >l'>),  or  fractional  part  thereof  in  excess  of  1 

.     SlOO,         -         -  2  I 

Bill  of  lading  or  receipt  (o:!ier  t!i:'.n  charter  pai  ty)  for  any  goods,  mer-  | 
chandize,  or  cu'e.T-  tt'  le  •■>:;  ori>'d  from  a  port  or  place  in  the  United  | 
States  to  any  foreign  p"i  :  (>r  i   I -e,         -  -  -  -  -       10  I 

Bill  of  S'llc  by  which  wuy  Ar.,:  or  w-  -^':,  f  r  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  con- 
veyeil  to  or  vested  in  an.y  oi!..,'i-  |   i-.^n  >'r  persons: 
When  tiie  con^ide^ati');l  si. not  i-\<-. f  -  -  -  -  50 

Kxcecding  S.joO.  ami  not  t  xecciiiiL'  f  1,0  It,      -  -  -  -         1  00 

Hxc'eeding  Sl,''i)y,  for  every  additional  amount  of  Sv>,000  or"  fractional 
p.art  thereof,         -         .-         --  -.-60 
Bond  tor  indemnify  in;.:  any  pcr.»on  for  t!i<»  ]);iyment  of  any  sum  of  money: 

Wlieii  the  in'jnev  u'.tiniately  recoverable  '.iiereupon  is  5l,0u0  or  less,'  50 
WluMi  ill  exccv*  or  Sl,'''''\  t.;r  c:tch -^^'I'M)  ..r  fra.  iir.n,      -  -  -  50 

i>V/i'/-?r/;./('i.'s'/-<j.'or  or  guardian,  when  tiio  value  of  the  estate  and  tlVects, 

real  and  personal,  doeis  in^t  exceed  :51,000,        -         .         _  exempt. 
Kxcee.lifig  51,')'^'),         .         -         -         -         -         .         -        1  00 
/^u7j'/ for  due  execution  or  perfonminco  of  dutic*  of  oilice,  -         -  -100 
Bond,  personal,  for  >ecurity  for  tlie  p.aynionlof  money.    (Seo  Mortgage.) 
Bond  of  any  description,  other  than  fm-h  ai  may  bo  re.iuire<l  in  legal  pro- 
ceedini:',      used  in  C":inei  ti'jn  with  mortgage  deeds,  and  not  othor- 
I         wise  charged  in  thin  schOiliile,     -----  .  26 

j  Broktrs  noiti.    (Seo  Contract.) 
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The  little  settlement  at  Peqoonnock  or  Stratfield,  which  was 
the  germ  of  the  present  city  of  Bridgeport,  was  on  the  border 
between  the  towns  of  Fairfield  and  Stralford,  belonginor  partly 
to  each,  and  intimately  connected  with  thera  in  every  way  ;  ?o 
much  so  as  to  make  it  ditricult  to  give  its  history,  without  bringing 
ia  matters  which  might  seem  more  properly  to  belong  el>ewiiere. 
In  the  present  instance  tliis  has  not  even  been  attempted.  The 
writer  has  simply  tried  to  group  some  of  the  most  interesting  inci- 
dents which  occurred  hereabouts  in  time  pa>t,  without  in  the  least 
concerning  himself,  whether  they  happened  a  few  miles  to  one  side 
or  the  other  of  the  boundary  line. 

Among  the  earliest  and  most  remarkable  of  these  events  are 
several  cases  of  v>^itchcraft.  It  will  doubtless  be  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise to  many  to  learn  that  any  trials  and  executions  for  this  imagi- 
nary crime  ever  took  place  outside  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
and  particularly  in  this  vicinity,  hi>torians  generally  being  silent 
upon  the  subject.  Dr.  Trumbull  indeed,  in  the  preface  to  liis  history 
of  Connecticut,  says  that  one  or  two  executions  at  Stratford  were 
re})orted  by  an  "  obscure  tradition,"  and  that  this  tradition  together 
with  a  minute  in  GoflTs  Journal  by  Governor  Hutchinson,  respecting 
tlie  execution  of  Ann  Coles,  "  is  all  the  information  to  be  found"  on 
this  subject.* 

lie  also  adds  that  "  after  the  most  careful  research,  no  indictment 
of  jmy  person  for  that  crime  nor  any  process"  relative  thereto,  can 
be  found. 

Omitting  at  this  time  all  mention  of  cases  in  otlier  parts  of  the 
State,  lei  us  inrpiire  resptu  ting  the  executions  st;;ted  by  Or.  Trutn- 
bull,  to  have  taken  place  in  Stratford.  AVc  liave  here  sometiiing 
more  trustwortliy  than  ol)scure  tradition  to  guide  us,  for  in  ti»e 

•  Tlio  case  cif  Ani»  CoVos  dor-;  not  coiiio  within  tlio  province  of  the  prvv-i>nt 

li-.vrrative.  1  prc-mno  it  is  the  .-:un.;  ioUmtovI  to  iir  Matlior's  Mitgniilia,  b<»-'k  vi, 
chui.tcr  vii. 
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month  of  ^lay  1651,  the  following  order  was  passed  by  the  General 
Court,  in  ses-ion  at  Ilariloid: 

"The  Governo'',  jMr.  Culiickand  ^Ir.  Clarke,  are  desired  to  goe 
down  to  Stratford  to  keep  Courte  upon  the  tryal  of  Goody  Bassctt 
for  her  life,  and  if  the  Governo'  cannott  goe,  then  Mr.  Wells  is  to 
goe  in  his  roome."* 

That  the  Goody  Bassett  mentioned  in  this  entry  was  put  to  death 
as  a. witch,  cannot  perhaps  be  positively  demonstrated  ;  but  there  is 
strong  indirect  evidence  to  .^how  that  such  was  the  case,  contained 
in  the  minutes  of  a  trial  preserved  in  the  I^sew  Haven  records.  In 
this  trial,  which  took  place  in  1G54,  one  of  the  witnesses  in  course 
of  her  testimony  referred  to  a  goodwife  Bassett  who  had  been 
condemned  for  witchcraft  at  Stratford,  and  another  alluded  to  the 
confession  of  the  v;itch  at  that  placet 

The  place  of  her  execution  v.-ould  seem  to  be  determined  by  the 
names  "  Gallows  Brook"  and  "  Gallows  Swamp,"  in  the  first  volume 
of  Stratford  town  records.  The  former  was  a  small  stream,  long 
since  dried  up  or  diverted  into  another  channel,  emptying  into  the 
swamp,  a  portion  of  which  yet  remains,  a  little  south  of  the  present 
railroad  depot.  A  rwht  bridge,  stoned  up  at  the  sides,  crossed  tliis 
brook,  just  where  the  Old  Mill  road  and  the  railway  intersect. 

The  remains  of  the  bridge  were  exhumed  by  the  workmen  about 
thirty  years  since,  when  the  railroad  was  graded  at  that  point.  At 
that  bridge,  uniform  tradition  slates  the  execution  of  the  witch  by 
hanging  to  have  taken  place. 

Near  by,  where  the  str^'i  t  from  the  village  turns  off  toward  the 
depot,  was,  until  quite  rei'tMidy,  a  small  quartz  boulder,  with  horn- 
blende streaks  like  finirer  marks  upon  it,  which  was  connected  with 
the  fate  of  Goody  Bass<  lt,  by  an  ancient  and  superstitious  tradition. 

The  story  wa-,  that  on  her  way  to  the  place  of  execution,  while 
struggling  against  the  olfu-ers  of  the  law,  the  witch  grasped  this 
stonre  and  left  these  finger  marks  upon  it.  The  stone,  with  its 
legend  came  down  to  our  dav,  but  a  tew  vears  .since  an  unromantic 
individual  used  it  in  l)uildin_^  a  (vllar  wall,  not  tar  l"ron\  the  phu'C 
where  it  had  been  lying. 

Thert;  is  no  evid'  Hf*-  to  sln>w  who'ie  wife  Mrs.  Bas-et  was,  or  to 
throw  any  liiiht  up"ii  Ikt  previous  history. 

In  October  l(»o3,  about  two  and  a  half  years  after  the  CTcnt  just 

•  Conn.  I\v.,  1,  rJO.  t  Now  ll.iviii  r..l.  n««c.,  II,  77-SS. 
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narrated,  the  General  Court  passed  aDother  resolution  in  the  follow- 
ing words  : 

;     "  Mr.  Ludlow,  Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  West  wood  and  Mr.  Hull,  are 
i  desiered  to  keepe  a  perticulier  Courte  at  Fairfield,  before  winter,  to 
:  execute  justice  there,  as  cause  shall  require."* 
i     The  unfortunate  person  on  whose  account  justice  was  to  be 
i  "  executed,"  was,  as  before,  a  woman,  charged  with  witchcraft.  She 
i  is  designated  simply  as  "  Knapp's  wife,"  or  "  goodwife  Knapp,"  in 
I  the  only  account  we  liave  of  the  proceedings;  viz.,  a  number  of 
j  depositions  in  the  case  of  Thomas  Staples  of  Fairtiekl,  who,  in  tlie  | 
I ,  spring  of  1G54,  sued  Roger  Ludlow  of  that  place,  for  calHng  his  wife  ' 
a  witch.   It  is  not  impossible  that  goody  Knapp  may  have  been  the  ! 
wife  of  Roger  Knapp  of  New  Haven,  who  removed  to  Fairfield  \ 
though  his  name  is  not  mentioiied  among  the  residents  there  until  \ 
165G.t    His  son  Nathaniel,  lived  in  Pequonnock  in  1690,  and  | 
i  joined  the  church  afterwards  organized  there,  his  name  occuring  | 
frequently  upon  the  early  records  of  tiie  North  Church  in  this  city,  i 
The  trial  took  place  in  the  autumn  of  1653,  before  a  jury  and  I 
several    godly  magistrates,"  (the  same  probably  tliat  are  named 
in  the  order  of  the  General  Court),  and  doubtless  lasted  several 
days.    There  were  many  witnesses,  but  the  indictment  and  the 
substance  of  the  greater  part  of  their  testimony  is  wanting.  We 
learn,  however,  that  a  strong  and  perhaps  decisive  point  against  the 
I  accused,  was  the  evidence  of  Mrs.  Lucy  Pell,  and  Goody  Odell 
I  the  midwife,  who  by  direction  of  the  Court  had  examined  the  per-  j 
j  son  of  the  prisoner,  and  testified  to  finding  upon  it  certain  witch-  j 
I  marks,  which  were  regarded  as  proof  positive  of  diabolical  dealings,  j 
I  Mrs.  Jones,  wife  of  the  Fairfield  minister,  was  also  present  at  this  I 
j  examination,  but  whetht^r  as  a  s[)ectator  or  as  one  of  the  examiners,  , 
j  is  not  clearly  stated.  j 
j      The  jury  brought  in  a  verdict  of  guil'-y,  and  goodwife  Knapp  was 
j  Sentenced  to  death.    After  her  condemnation  she  was  visited  by  j 
I  numbers  of  the  tow^nspeople,  who  constantly  urged  her  to  confess 

I     •Conn.  Roc,  1,  249. 

t     t  Another  theory  is  that  we  are  to  look  for  goo.lwife  Knapp  in  the  hou?ehold  of  | 

I  Niohola.s  Knapp,  who  settled  in  Stanifonl  about  l>j  i\\  and  died  in  1»J70.    It  i>  oer- 

j  tainly  a  cnrious  coitioidence  that  hi>  daup;htcr  ."^arali  married  Teter  Disbrow  (or 

I  I>i-^borou!rh),  and  Di-ibrow's  son  Thomas,  married  Mercy   ,  who  was  con-. 

:  dfinned  as  a  wilcli  in  hVJ'l.    Yet,  uule->  the  aeeonnt  in  S  ivaj^e  III,  34,  is  err.>ncou*, 

'  Kliii.-r,  the  wife  of  Xich<tla-<  Kn;ipp,  did  not  die  uutil*lG58,  nor  could  either  of  Wis 

•I  K'li.s'  wives  be  tlie  person  meant. 
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herself  a  witch,  and  belrny  her  accomplices,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  be  for  the  benefit  of  her  soul ;  and  that  while  there  might 
have  been  some  reason  fur  lier  silence  before  the  trial,  since  a  con- 
fession then  would  have  prejudiced  her  case,  there  could  now  be 
none,  since  she  was  sure  to  die  in  any  event.  The  pains  of  perdi- 
tion were  held  up  to  her  as  sure  to  be  her  portion,  in  case  of  a  re- 
fusal. 

L'pon  one  of  these  occasions,  the  minister  and  a  number  of  the 
townspeople  being  present,  the  poor  woman  replied  to  her  well- 
meaning  tormentors,  that  she  "  mu.-t  not  say  anything  that  was  not 
true,"  she  "  must  not  wrong  anybody,"  but  that  if  she  had  anything 
to  say  before  she  went  out  of  the  world  she  would  reveal  it  to  Mr. 
Ludlow,  at  the  gallows.  Elizabeth  Brewster,  a  bystander,  answered 
coar^ely,  "  if  you  keep  it  a  little  longer  till  you  come  to  the  ladder, 
the  devil  will  have  you  quick,  if  you  reveal  it  not  till  then."  "  Take 
care,"  replied  the  prisoner  indignantly,  "  that  the  devil  have  not 
you ;  for  you  cannot  tell  how  soon  you  may  be  my  companion." 
"  The  truth  is,  she  added,  you  would  have  me  say  that  goodvvife 
Staples  is  a  witch,  but  I  have  sins  enough  to  answer  for  already, 
and  I  hope  that  I  shall  not  add  to  my  condemnation  ;  1  know 
nothing  against  goodwife  Staples,  and  I  hope  she  is  an  honest 
woman." 

She  was  sharply  rebuked  by  Richard  Lyon,  one  of  her  keepers, 
for  this  language,  as  tending  to  cieate  discord  between  neighbors 
after  slie  was  dead,  but  answered,  "  goodman  Lyon,  hold  your 
tongue;  you  know  not  what  J  know ;  I  have  been  tished  wiihall 
in  private,  more  than  you  are  aware  of.  I  apprehend  that  good- 
wife  Staples  hath  done  me  wrong  in  her  testimony,  but  I  must  not 
return  evil  for  evil."    AVhtn  further  urged,  and  reminded  that 

she  was  now  to  die,  and  therefore  should  deal  truly,  this  convic- 
ted witch  burst  into  tears,  and  de>ired  her  pers  cutors  to  cease, 
saying,  in  words  that  must  have  lingered  long  in  the  memory  of 
those  who  heard,  and  which  it  is  impossible  e\  en  now  to  read  witli-  | 
out  emotion, — ''never,  never,  pour  creature  was  tempted  as  I  am 
tempted  ;  pray,  pray  lor  nie  !" 

Yet  it  would  appear  that  her  foi'tllude  sometimes  gave  way,  and 
that  she  was  induced  to  make  a  frivolous  coidession  to  tiie  etl'ect  ihat 
]\Irs.  Staples  once  told  her  that  an  Indian  had  brought  to  lier  s-'veral 
little  objects  brighter  than  the  liglit  ot  day,  teUing  her  ih.at  tht^y 
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were  Indian  gods,  and  would  certainly  render  their  possessor  rich  ! 
and  powerful;  but  that  Mrs.  Staples  had  refused  to  receive  them.  '] 
Tliis  story  she  subsequently  recanted.  j 

The  procession  to  the  ph\ce  of  execution,  which  is  stated  by  an  ' 
eye-witness  to  have  been  "  betw^een  the  house  of  Michael  Try  and  ■ 
the  mill,"  or  a  little  west  of  the  Stratfield  boundary,  included  mas-  i 
istrates  and  ministers,  young  persons  and  those  of  maturer  years,  | 
doubtless  almost  the  entire  population  of  Fairfield.  On  the  way  ! 
to  the  fatal  spot  the  clergyman*  again  exhorted  the  poor  woman  ! 
to  confess,  but  was  rebuked  by  htr  companion  ]Mrs.  Staples,  who  j 
cried,  "  why  bid  her  confess  what  she  is  not  ?  I  make  no  doubt,  but  ' 
that  if  she  were  a  witch  she  would  confess !"  j 

Under  the  shadow  of  the  gallows  the  heart  of  Goody  Knaj)p  j 
must  again  have  failed  her,  for  being  allowed  a  moment's  grace  i 
after  she  had  mounted  the  ladder,  she  descended  and  repeated  her  ' 
former  trifling  story  respecting  Mrs.  Staples,  in  the  ear  of  Mr.  | 
Ludlow,  the  magistrate.  | 

If  this  was  done  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  reprieve,  as  seems  ! 
likely,  the  poor  creature  w^as  disappointed,  for  she  was  speedily  \ 
turned  off  by  the  executioner,  and  hung  suspended  until  life  was  ^ 
extinct.  | 

When  the  body  had  been  cut  down  and  laid  upon  the  green  turf 
beside  the  grave,  a  number  of  women  crowded  about  it  eager  to  , 
examine  the  witchmarks.    In  the  foreground  we  see  Mrs.  Sta[)les  | 
kneeling  beside  the  corpse,  and  in  the  language  of  one  of  the  wit-  | 
nesses,  "  wringing  her  hands  and  taking  y'  Lords  name  in  her 
mouth"  as  she  asseverates  the  innocence  of  the  murdered  woman. 
Calling  upon  her  companions  to  look  at  the  supposed  witchmarks,  | 
she  declares  that  they  were  naught  but  such  as  she  herself  or  any 
woman  might  have.    "  Aye,  and  be  hanged  for  them,  and  deserve 
it  too,"  was  the  reply  of  one  of  the  older  women  present.  Where- 
upon a  general  clamor  ensued,  and  seeing  th.it  there  was  now  i 
nothing  to  be  gained,  and  nuich  to  be  a{»prehendfd  if  she  persisted,  ; 
Mrs.  Sta[)les  yielded  the  poiiU,  and  leturned  to  the  village. 

Among  the  names  oceui  ing  in  that  narrative  are  s<Mne  like  Gould, 
liuckley  and  Lvon,  that  are  common  in  Fa'riield  to  this  day.  The 

*  IJi'v.  John  .loiK'-,  who  c;\iiie  from  Kn;^l:Jiiil  Wio.  Ho  was  ordriinoil  over  tho 
church  in  Coiit-onl,  ^hl.-s.,  in  April,  \>'>W,  ami  in  Sopti-iiihor.  IGU,  n'iiu>vo«l  with 
many  of  his  pari>li  to  l-'airlicM,  w  li»:re  he  Uicif  iu  lOUo.  i^praguu's -Viinnb  Ani. 
I'uljtit,  1.,  61.    Savai^o,  Gen.  Diet.,  II.,  i>&2. 
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Odells  and  Sherwoods  may  have  been  re.-idents  of  Pequonnock. 
Mr.  Ludlow  saw  fit  to  repeat  the  story  told  him  by  the  dying  \yoman, 
and  to  further  assert  that  Mrs.  Staph^s  has  not  only  laid  herself  | 
under  suspicion  of  being  a  witch,  but  made  a  trade  of  lying." 
Hence  the  suit  which  has  already  been  mentioned,  in  which  the 
New  Haven  Court  had  the  good  sense  to  give  a  decision  in  fiwor 
of  the  plaintifi",  and  allow  him  lifteen  pounds  damages. 

The  last  trial  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  for  the  crime  of  witch- 
craft took  place  in  FairlieM  in  1G92,  the  same  year  in  which  the 
delusion  rose  to  such  a  fearful  height  in  Salem,  Massachusetts.* 
Capt.  John  Burr,  one  of  the  magistrates  in  this  trial,  was  the  father 
of  the  principal  founder  of  St.  dolm's  Cliurch,  and  the  name  of 
Isaac  Wheeler,  a  juryman,  may  be  seen  upon  the  records  of  the 
North  Congregational  Ciiurch  iti  thi-  city. 

Mercy  Disborough,  one  (if  the  accused  persons  was  from  Compo 
or  Westport.  Three  other-,  Klizabt^th  Claw^son,  goody  Miller,  and 
the  widow  Staples,  were  indicted  at  the  same  time.  The  last 
named  may  have  been  the  same  person  who,  as  we  have  seen,  was 
suspected  of  being  a  witch  nearly  forty  years  before.  The  fol- 
lowing extracts  show  the  com[io.-ition  of  the  Court,  and  manner  of 
conducting  the  trial : 

THE  COURT. 

"  At  a  special  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  hcdd  at  Fayreficld, 
September  I'Jth,  101)2. — Pie-ent — liobert  Treat,  Esq.,  Governour, 
William  Jones,  Ks(p,  Dciuiiy  Clovernour,  John  Allyn,  Secretai-y, 
Mr.  Andrew  Lcete,  C(tj>t.  John  Buur^  Mr.  ^Villiam  Piikin,  Capt. 
IMoses  Man-fiidd,  (('omptr-inu  ihe  Court.) 

<]KAND  JCliY. 

"The  Grand  Jurors  impauch.-d  were  Mr.  Juseph  Bayard,  Sam'l 
Ward,  Edward  Ilayward.  P«'ter  Ferris,  Jonas  Waterbury,  John 
Bowers,  Samuel  SImtukui,  Samutd  G.ilpin,  Ebcnezcr  J^ooth,  John 
Piatt,  Christopher  Comstock.  Wm.  Ivred  ;  who  [)res(?nted  a  bill  of 
indictment  against  Mercy  1  )i-burougli,  in  the  words  following,  to  | 
wit: 

♦It  is  4')nlitful  whotht-r  th'"  drL'ia.il  >1  K'nuvMit-;  in  tliU  ca>o  :u-o  now  in  existence, 
but  extnict*  iVoui  tin  in  w-re  puMi-tn^l  in  the  New  York  Commercial  Adverti-er 
1  of  July  14tli  uml  15tli,  IVJO,  und  i-.-i>ririte.l  in  some  of  the  pupei-.s  of  tliis  State.  An 
infeix'-itinL'  note  rel.itiui:  !o  ilio  -nt-ji-ct  ni:iy  iil>n  I.e  touii"!  «>ii  |>:ino  Tti,  of  tl»e  fi  urth 
volume  of  tlulonlul  liccunli  uf  Omucriicut,  from  Uio  pou  of  iLo  editor,  Mr.  C.  J. 
Houdly. 
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i  _   ; 

!  INDICTMENT.  j 

;     '*  A  bill  exhibited  against  JMercy  Disborough,  wife  of  Thoraas  ' 
■  Di^borougb,  of  Compo,  in  county  of  Fayrefield,  in  the  colony  of 
1  Co!inecticut.  '  ! 

I  Mercy  Disborough,  wife  of  Thomas  Disborough,  of  Compo  in  j 
I  Fayreiield,  thou  art  here  indicted  by  the  name  of  Mercy  Disbo-  ] 
\  rough,  that  not  having  the  fear  of  God  before  tiiine  eyes,  thou  hast  I 
j  had  familiarity  with  Satan,  the  grand  enemie  of  God  and  man,  and  , 
;  that  by  his  instigation  and  help,  thou  ha<t  in  a  preturnatural  way 
i  nfil  ctcd  and  done  harm  to  the  bodyes  and  estates  of  sunciryof  their 
I  ^rajesties  subjects,  or  to  some  of  them,  contrary  to  the  peace  of 

our  sovereign  Lord  and  Ladie,  the  King  and  Queen,  their  crown 
;  and  dignitie  ;  and  on  the  25th  of  April  of  their  majesties  reigns,  ; 

and  at  sundry  other  times,  for  whicb  by  the  laws  of  God  and  this 
'  colony,  thou  destrvest  to  dye.  •  i 

'  John  Allyi;,  Secretary/."  < 

Fayrefield,  loth  September,  1692. 

!     "  The  indictment  having  been  read,  the  prisoner  pleaded  not 

I  guilty  ;  and  referred  herself  to  tryal  by  God  and  her  countrie,  ; 

j  which  countrie  was  the  jury  after  written."  j 

i     Karnes  of  the  petit  jury. — James  Beers,  Isaac  Wheeler,  John  ' 

!  Osborn,  John  IMiles,  Ambrose  Tliorapson,  John  Hubby,  John  Bow-  I 

I  ton,  Samuel  Hayes,  Eleazer  Slawson,  John  Belden,  John  AVake-  : 

j  man,  Jo-eph  Rowland."  | 

i    «^riie  depositions  of  nearly  two  hundred  witnesses  were  taken  in  ' 

i  this  case.    That  their  evidence  was  of  a  trifling  character,  will  be  | 

j  interred  from  the  annexed  specimens,  and  it  clearly  shows  the  ! 

I  excited  state  of  public  feeling  at  tlie  time,  that  such  accusations  ■ 

I  were  the  means  of  putting  in  jeo{)arJy  the' lives  of  several  innocent  ; 
I  j)ersons,  and  of  causing  the  sentence  of  death  to  be  passed  upon 
j  one.    Two  of  the  depositions  copied  here  relate  to  the  water  ordeal, 
I  and  there  is  also  evidence  to  show  that  the  persons  of  the  accused 
I  were  exaaiined  for  proofs  of  guilt.* 

■;  DKrosiTioxs. 

"  At  a  Court  held  at  Fayrefield  day  of  September,  1  GOl\  i 

I      The  testimony  of  Hester  Groment,  aged  ihirty-fore  yers  or  ther  | 
j  abouts,  lostifieth  ;  lhat  when  she  lay  sick  some  time  in  May  la-t  j 
'  sliu  saw,  about  midnight  or  past,  the  widow  Staples,  that  is  the 
I     •  Conn,  Kcc,  IV,  76,  in)U\ 
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shape  of  her  person,  and  the  shape  of  ^lercy  DIsborough,  sitting 
upon  the  floor  by  the  two  chests  that  stand  by  the  side  of  the  hous 
in  the  iner  riime,  and  IVIrs.  Staples  shape  dancing  upon  the  bed's 
feet  with  a  white  cup  in  her  hand,  and  performed  some  three  times. 
Sworn  in  Court,  September  15th,  1692. 

Attest :  JoHx  Allyx,  Secretary. 

Edward  Jesop,  aged  about  twenty-nine  years,  testlfieth ;  that 
being  at  Thomas  Disburow's  house  at  Compoh,  sometime  in  y«  j 
beginning  of  la-t  winter  in  the  evening,  he  a-:':ed  me  to  tarry  and  I 
sup  with  him  ;  and  there  I  saw  a  pi<rg  roasting  that  looked  very  I 
well,  but  when  it  came  to  y'  table  (where  we  had  a  very  good  lite)  i 
it  seemed  to  me  to  have  no  >kin  upon  it,  and  looked  very  strangely  ;  j 
but  wheii  y^  sd.  Di^burrow  Ijcgan  to  eat  it,  y'  skin  (to  my  appre-  j 
hension)  came  upon  it,  atid  it  seemed  to  be  as  it  was  when  it  w^as  j 
upon  the  spit,  at  which  straiig-^  alteration  of  y*  pigg  I  was  much  j 
concerned.    However,  fearing  to  displease  his  wife  by  refusing  to 
eat,  I  did  eat  some  of  y'  pig ;  and  the  same  time  Isaac  Sherwood 
being  there,  and  DIsburrow's  wife  and  he  discoursing  concerning 
a  certain  place  of  S^'ri[)ture,  and  I  being  of  y'  same  mind  that 
Sherwood  was  concerning  y"  place  of  Scripture,  and  Sherwood 
telling  her  where  y'  jilace  of  Scripture  was,  she  brought  a  bible 
(that  was  of  very  large  print,)  but  though  I  had  a  good  light  and 
looked  directly  upon  the  hook  I  could  not  sec  one  letter  ;  but  looking 
upon  it  while  in  her  hand-^,  after  she  had  turned  over  a  few  It-aves, 
I  could  see  to  read  it  aliove  a  yard  ofT. 

Y'  same  night  going  h'.:n;%  and  coming  to  Compoh  creek,  it 
seemed  to  be  high  water,  whereupon  I  went  to  a  cannooe  that  was 
about  ten  rods  otV,  (which  lay  upon  such  a  bank  as  ordinarily  I  j 
could  have  shoved  it  inio  y'  creek  with  ease,)  though  I  lifted  with  j 
all  my  might  and  lifted  one  end  from  y'  ground,  I  could  by  no 
means  pu>h  it  into  y*  creek  ;  an<l  then  the  water  seemed  so  loe  y* 
I  miiiht  ride  over,  w!uTeuj)(ui  1  went  again  to  the  water  side,  but 
then  it  api'cared  as  at  first,  very  high  ;  and  then  going  to  y'  cannooe  | 
ftsrain.  and  iinding  that  I  i-onld  not  get  it  into  y"  creek  1  thought  to  i 
ride  rourul  to  where  1  ha<l  ol'tejj  been,  and  knew  y'  way  as  well  as  j 
before  mv  own  dore,  an<l  h.i'l  my  oM  cart  horse  ;  yet  I  could  not  j 
keep  him  in  y'  road,  do  what  I  could,  but  he  ofien  turned  a>ide  into 
y  bu-he-,  and  th«  n  we-nt  ba'  kwaid-,  so   that  though  I  ke[)t  upon 
'  my  horse  and  did  my  best  endeavour  to  get  home,  I  was  y* 
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nrreuter  part  of      night  wandering  before  I  got  home,  altho' it  was 

not  much  more  than  two  miles.* 
;  Fayrefield,  September  15th,  1692. 

1  Sworn  in  Court  September  loth,  1692. 

j  Attest:  John  Allyx,  Secretary. 

I     Mr.  Jolui  Wakeman  aged  thirty  two  years,  and  Samuel  Squire, 
I  made  oath  that  they  saw  Mercy  Disburrow  put  into  the  water,  and 
!  tiiat  she  swam  upon  the  water.    This  done  in  Courts  September 
15th,  1692. 

Test:  John  Allyx,  Secretary. 

The  testimony  of  Abram  Adams  and  Jonathan  Squire  also  is, 
that  when  ]\Iercy  Disburrow  and  EHzabeth  Clawson  were  bound 
hund  and  foot  and  put  into  the  wa,ter,  they  swam  Hke  a  corck ;  and 
one  labored  to  press  them  into  the  water,  and  they  buoyed  up  like 
corck. 

Sworn  in  Court  September  loth,  1692. 

Attest:         John  Allyn,  Secretary. 

Catherine  Branch,  aged  seventeen  years  or  thereabouts,  testi- 
fielli  and  saith,  that  sometime  this  last  somer  she  saw  and  felt  good- 
I  wife  Clawson  and  jNIarcy  Disborough  afflict  her,  not  together,  but 
I  apart,  by  scratching  and  pinching  and  wringing  her  body ;  and 
j  farther,  saith  that  goodwife  Clawson  was  the  first  that  did  afllict 
i  her,  and  afterward  Marcy  Disborough ;  and  after  that  sometimes 
I  oue  of  them,  and  sometimes  the  other  of  them  ;  and  in  her  atliic- 
*  lions  though  it  was  night,  yet  it  appeared  as  light  as  noone  day. 
!  Sworn  in  Court  September  I9th,  1692. 

j  Attest :  John  Allyn,  Secretary." 

I  Having  taken  this  testimony  and  much  more  of  a  similar  cliarac- 
I  tor,  the  court  adjourned  for  several  weeks.  On  the  2.Sth  of  Octo- 
;  her  1692,  it  assembled  again  at  the  same  place,  and  after  taking 
i  ^urtluT  evidence,  the  case  was  submitted  totiiejury.  Elizabi'th 
I  Clawson,  goody  Miller,  and  the  widow  Staples  were  acquitted,  but 
;  u  Verdict  was  returned  against  ]\Ierey  Disborough  of  '*  guilty,  ac- 
cording to  the  indictment,  of  familiarity  with  Satan."  Being  sent 
i  forth  to  reconsider  their  verdict,  the  jury  returned  saying  that  they 
i  «iw  no  cause  to  alter  it,  but  found  her  guilty  as  before.  Their 


•KxiH^ricnco-s  similar  to  those  rcliitcil  by  this  witness  arc  not  quite  uakiiowu  nt 
l!iO  jiri'^otit  day,  hut  they  arc  soIiU>m  attril'Ut.'.l  to  tciuhcr^\/'t. 

4     '  . 
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verdict  was  approved  by  the  court,  and  sentence  of  death  passed 
upon  the  prisoner  by  the  Governor.  It  seems  probable  however,  that 
she  escaped  this  fate,  and  was  pardoned,  with  the  return  to  rt^ason 
that  followed  the  collajisc  of  the  Salem  delusion,  for  a  woman  named 
Mercy  Disborough  was  living  in  Fairtield  in  1707,  and  is  named  as 
one  of  the  executors  upon  the  estate  of  her  husband  Thomas. 

A  more  cheerful  topic  than  that  upon  which  we  have  dwelt  at  so 
much  length,  is  the  story  of  the  courtship  of  John  Thompson,  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Stratford,  and  the  ancestor  of  nearly  all  of 
that  name  in  the  place,  as  well  as  of  several  of  the  most  respected 
residents  of  Bridizeport.  It  is  given  here  substantially,  as  it  was 
related  by  the  Ilev.  N;ith;»n  Biidsey,  who  died  in  the  year  1818, 
at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  three  years.  It  seems  that  Mr. 
Thompson,  v.'Iien  a  youiig  man,  came  over  to  New  England  to  view 
the  country,  not  with  the  design  of  settling  down  immediately,  but 
being  well  pleased  with  the  ap[)earance  of  thing>,  decided  to  make 
his  residence  here,  and  returned  to  Kngland  to  dispose  of  his  ef- 
fects and  make  some  other  necessary  preparations  before  embarking 
finally  for  the  new  world.    This  was  about  the  year  1G35. 

While  on  his  way  from  the  ship  to  his  former  home  in  England, 
about  thirty  miles  back  in  the  country,  he  met  a  respectable-looking 
farmer  with  his  three  daughters  coming  back  from  the  field,  whither 
they  had  been  to  milk  tiie  cows.  Learning  that  the  stranger  was 
from  New  England,  the  farmer  insisted  upon  his  tarrying  awhile,  to 
give  them  som(;  account  of  the  new  couniry,  in  which  such  a  general 
interest  was  felt.  He  did  -o  :  and  in  reply  to  their  questions,  told 
them- that  it  was  full  of  savage  beasts  and  savage  men,  but  tliat  it 
was  a  land  of  great  promise,  and  one  where  men  could  at  least  wor- 
ship God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  consciences,  without 
molestation  from  any  ])erson. 

"  v^ayest  thou  so,"  said  one  of  the  <laughters,  who  until  then  had 
been  a  sihjnt  li.-tcner  to  the  conversatioti,  "  then  would  to  (Jod  I 
were  there  I"  'J'his  young  woman  liad  her-elf  been  a  suli'erer  for 
consciei\ce's  sake,  ha\ing  lu'en  one  of  a  company  apj>r<  bended 
some  time'  previous  for  li-tcuing  to  the  preaeiiing  of  a  I'uritan 
mini.-ter,  ami  for  tliat  olleiise  b.'efi  made  to  sit  in  the  stocks.  "  Could 
you  endure  it,"  asked  Tiiomp-on,  "  lo  leuvc  this  comfortable  liome, 
an<l  go  to  a  new  eountry.  iorihesakeof  Ireidonito  wor.-hip  God?" 

Aye,  gladly,"  Aw  n  plied. 
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Tlie  brief  halt  of  the  young  man  was  protracted  to  a  three  days  ' 
vi-it,  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  became  betrothed.  He  went  ' 
home  and  made  ready  for  departure  ;  they  were  married  and  came  I 
to  Ajnerica,  settling  for  awhile  in  Roxbury,  INIassachusetts. 

About  the  year  IGiO,  they  removed  to  Stratford.    He  brought 

v.  ith  him  a  bushel  of  seed  wheat,  half  of  which  was  sowed  on  land  I 

j 

nt'ar  "  Fresh  Pond,"  and  is  said  to  have  yielded  forty  bushels,  i 
Tiiis,  it  is  belieyed,  was  the  first  wheat  harvested  in  Stratford,  j 
Mr.-*.  Thompson's  baptismal  name  was  Mti-ahle,  as  shown  by  the  j 
will  of  her  husband  which  may  be  seen  in  the  first  volume  of  Strat-  | 
ford  town  records,  page  198.    As  the  will  was  offered  for  probate  j 
ill  January  1G79,  he  must  have  died  in  the  autumn  of  the  previous  j 
year.    Mr.  Tliompson's  house  stood  on  the  site  of  the  one  recently  \ 
occupied  by  Mr.  Richard  Gorhara.  | 
There  is  an  interesting  fact  worthy  of  mention  in  this  connec-  | 
tion,  as  throwing  light  upon  the  probable  origin  of  the  name  of  the 
.  town  of  Stratford.    President  Savage  speaks  of  the  discovery  in  ' 
j  England  of  a  tax  bill  dated  October  1st,  1508,  in  which  the  name  i 
j  of  John  Alsop  occurs,  along  v/ith  that  of  William  Shakesp'2ar,  \ 
I  the  great  poet  of  humanity ;  and  remarks  that  it  would  not  be  very 
I  extravagant  to  presume  that  they  were  natives  of  the  same  place — 
j  Stratford  on  Avon.    Thomas  Alsop,  supposed  to  be  the  son  of  the 
preceding,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Stratford,  Connecticut, 
wliere  he  died  some  time  before  the  year  165 1,  and  perhaps  the 
Jiame  of  the  village  may  be  referred  to  him.* 

A  single  vote  is  extant  upon  the  records  of  the  town  relating  to 
the  protracted  struggle  between  the  whites  and  Indians  generally 
,  called  Philip's  war,  which  shows  that  some  anxiety  was  felt  lest 
■  tile  Indians  in  this  vicinity  also  should  take  up  arm-.  It  was 
pa^ed  August  8tli,  1G75,  and  reads  as  follows:  "Voted:  that 
liiere  shall  be  no  gun  siiot  off  in  the  town-  plot,  or  within  tlie 
field,  and  upon  the  common  road  to  Fairfield,  upon  any  occasion 
whatsoever,  except  upon  defence  or  occasion  against  the  enemy, 
under  penalty  of  five  shillings  for  every  gun.  This  order  to  stand 
during  the  present  trouble  with  the  Indians." 

Fairfield  and  Strattbrd,  though  remote  from  the  actual  scene  of 

'     •Arxithor  tlioory  derives  it  fmm  Stratford  in  Ks-^ox  County,  Kn>rliind,  which  lies 
«'<.t;«i.riiou-k  to  I»..',lli:ini,  tVotn  wlii.-Ii  Kdniuml  SluM-in;in  w  iili  lii-  >oii>  Kdmnii  l, 

Julia  ai.d  vSaiimtl,  ciuuo  to  this  cotiutry.  The  latter  settled  in  Stratford,  Connecticut. 
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conflict,  both  furnished  volunteers  for  this  war,  and  a  company  of 
seventy-two  men  raised  in  this  county  took  part  with  credit  in  the 
famous  Khode  Island  swamp  tight  in  the  winter  of  1675,  the 
sharpest  conflict  in  whicli  the  early  colonists  were  ever  engaged. 
In  this  battle,  one  thousand  men  from  the  colonies  of  Massachu- 
setts, Plymouth,  and  Coniiccticut,  under  command  of  Goveriior 
Winslow  and  ^Major  Kohert  Treat,  attacked  the  stronghold  of  the 
powerful  Xarraganset  tribe,  defended  by  more  than  three  thousand 
warriors.  The  fortress  of  tlie  Narragansets,  which  .was  encircled 
by  high  palisades  and  an  abattis  a  rod  in  thickness,  was  upon  an 
is'and  five  or  six  acres  in  extent,  surrounded  by  a  hideous  swamp," 
the  only  bridge  across  it  being  the  trunk  of  a  flillen  tree,  elevated 
four  or  five  feet  above  the  water,  and  defended  at  its  farther  extre- 
mity by  a  block  house,  garrisoned  by  Indians. 

The  a-sault  took  place  on  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  of  December, 
the  bitter  inclemency  of  the  weather  and  the  scarcity  of  provisions 
forbidding  any  delay,  although  it  was  the  Sabbath  day,  and  the 
troops  arrived  on  the  field  fatigued  by  a  march  of  eighteen  miles 
through  the  deep  snow.  Massachusetts,  being  in  the  van,  com- 
menced the  attack,  but  the  fort  was  not  stormed  until  Connecticut 
bad  come  up.  Wliile  the  main  body  were  engaged  iu  front,  a  little 
handful  of  brave  men  struggled  through  the  swamp,  and  finding  an 
unguarded  point  in  the  rear  of  the  fort  effected  an  entrance 
luiobserved,  and  wiili  th<.ir  long  muskets  loaded  with  small  shot 
speedily  caused  fearful  sla'igh'er  among  the  savages  who  swarmed 
about  ttie  gate.  Seeing  the  Iii.lians  waver  the  colonists  raised  the 
cry,  they  run  ;  they  run  I"  and  pressed  forward  so  fast  that  the 
retreat  was  turned  to  an  utter  rout.  Three  hundred  warriors  were 
slain  before  they  could  e-eape  to  the  mainland,  besides  a  great  num- 
ber wounded,  many  of  whom  atu  rwards  died  of  th'.'ir  injuries  or 
from  colil  and  ex}H)>ure,  and  six  Imndreil  wigwams  with  their  con- 
tents were  consumed.  At  nighli'all  the  ]'jigli>h  set  out  on  their 
homeward  march,  carrying  with  llieui  their  dead  and  wounded.  The 
snow  was  falling  fast,  and  it  was  ji:t-t  mi  hiight  when  they  reached 
the  camp  they  liad  left  in  the  moniing. 

Conneelieut  >uilered  iU'Tc  >everely  th.in  the  otlu  r  colonies  in  this 
engagement,  losing  out  ot  thi  i-e  humlred  m^  n  abiuit  eightv,  of  wliom 
I  lw«*nty  were  innn  Fairfield  county.* 

•Hnlibur.l,  Iii.liait  W:irs  in.>. 
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Among  these  were  Capt.  Seeley  of  Fairfield,  killed;  and  John 
P.eers  of  Stratford,  and  John  Iliibbell  and  Samuel  Hall,  of  Pequon- 
noek,  wounded. 

Capt.  Nathaniel  Seelej  was  the  son  of  Robert  Sereley,  one  of 
!  the  original  settlers  of  New  Haven,  and  a  man  of  consequence  in 
that  place.    In  1 G49  or  a  little  earlier  the  young  man  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Turney  of  Fairfield,  and  soon  afterward 
!  removed  there.    His  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Gilbert,  he  married 
I  in  1G94. 

\  In  the  following  year  he  served  as  Lieutenani:  in  the  force  com- 
I  manded  by  Major  Eobert  Treat  in  the  def-^nce  of  the  towns  upon 
■  the  Connecticut  river,  and  on  his  return  was  promoted  to  be  cap- 
'  tain  and  appointed  commander  of  a  company  in  the  Narraganset 
I  expedition,  lie  left  nine  children,  of  whom  at  least  three,  Nathan- 
';  iel,  Joseph,  and  John,  resided  in  Pequonnock,  as  their  names  appear 
\  on  the  early  reeoi<ls  of  the  I^orth  Church. 

I  John  Hubbell  and  Samuel  Hall,  were  also  from  Pequonnock. 
1  The  former,  who  was  a  son  of  Eichard  Hubbell,  Sr.,  the  ancestor 
;  of  nearly  all  of  that  name  in  this  vicinity,  lost  one  of  his  fingers 
1  in  this  fight,  probably  frorri  a  wound,  though  it  may  have  been  only 
i  frostbitten.  He  was  granted  a  hundred  acres  of  land  by  the  General 
j  Court,  for  his  services.* 

I  Samuel  Hall  was  a  son  of  Francis  Hall,  of  New  Haven,  who 
I  aficrward  removed  to  Stratford.  Samuel  and  his  brother  I>aac, 
i  were  among  the  signers  of  the  petition  of  the  residents  of  Pequon- 
i  nock- for  church  privileges,  referred  to  further  on,  and  another  peti- 
'  tion  is  still  preserved  signed  by  Samuel  alone,  a-king  (or  corapen^a- 
i  tion  for  his  snfierings  in  this  campaign,  which  brings  the  scene 
i  very  vividly  before  the  mind  of  the  reader. 

;     *'I  was  not,"  he  says,  "  in  the  rear,  but  when  C  ipt.  Ma-on  was 
I  hhot,  I  was  just  before  him  when  he  fell  down,  anil  shook  him  by 
;  the  hand,  I  being  shot  down  before  in  that  very  place,  so  that  he 
•  r  11  very  near  me.    Hut  Capt.  IMason  got  up  again  and  went  forth, 
I  and  I  lay  bleeding  there  in  the  snow,  and  hearing  the  woid  com- 
niandt'd  to  set  fire  to  the  wigwams,  I  con-idercd  I  .should  be  burneil 
if  I  did  not  crawl  away.    It  pleased  God  to  iiive  me  strength  to 
get  np  and  get  out  with  my  cutlass  in  my  hand,  not wiih>tandiiig  I 
had  received  at  that  four  bullets,  two  in  each  thigh,  as  was  nuinifest 
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afterward:^."  We  learn  also  from  tliis  document,  that  "  his  great 
coat  and  knapsack  and  all  his  clothing  were  lost,  and  he  was  com-  '■ 
pelled  to  lie  in  his  blood  on  the  straw,  'having  not  else  to  drink  i 
but  water  and  ice  with  it,'  for  several  days  after  the  fight.  He  was  j 
then  carted  to  the  water  side  and  carried  on  board  a  vessel,  to  be  I 
conveyed  to  Rliode  Island,  where  he  remained  until  able  to  go  on  \ 
crutches,  suffering  greatly  in  the  extreme  cold  for  want  of  suitable  : 
clothing."* 

In  answer  to  his  petition  Hall  was  granted  the  sum  of  fifty  shil- 
lings, by  the  General  Court. 

The  Indians  inhabiting  this  vicinity,  though  numerous,  do  not  ! 
appear  to  have  taken  part  in  this  conflict,  nor  at  any  time  to  have  ; 
caused  the  settlers  serious  trouble,  perhaps  because  they  remera-  , 
bered  keenly  the  terrible  fate  of  the  Pequots,  or  it  may  be  that  ; 
their  spirits  had  been  cru-hed  before  the  appearance  of  the  whites,  j 
by  the  repeated  incursions  of  their  fierce  enemies,  the  Mohawks.  | 

Yet  there  were  some  signs  that  the  ferocity  of  their  disposition  j 
was  only  slumbering,  not  extinct,  such  as  the  murder  of  a  runaway  < 
servant  between  Fairfield  and  Stamford  in  1644,  and  another  inci-  j 
dent  which  occurred  in  Stratf»rd  a  little  later,  and  is  traditionalin  j 
the  Thompson  and  Birdsey  families.    John  Thompson  the  emi-  j 
grant,  the  story  of  whose  courtship  has  been  already  reLited,  had 
gone  to  work  one  day  with  the  other  men  of  the  village  in  the 
town  field  by  the  pond,  below  the  end  of  Main  street.    His  wife 
who  was  washing,  stood  over  her  tub  with  lier  back  toward  the 
open  door  of  the  hou^c,  !ier  infant  lying  in  thecra  Ue  near  the  door, 
when  suddenl}"  two  hulian>  ru-lu^d  into  the  house,  and  before  she 
could  raise  any  alarm  viw  >plit  the  others  skull  with  his  toma-  ] 
hawk,  the  victim  falling  headlong  across  the  cradle.    The  poor  | 
savage,  finding  liirn-elf  in  deadly  p<Mil  had  entered  the  dwelling 
for  profectic-n,  thinking  tliat  hi>  tbe  would  not  dare  strike  iiim  down 
in  an  Englishman's  house.    Tin*  date  of  the  incidcrU  is  lo-t,  but  as 
Mr.  Thomi»son*s  six  children  were  born  between  September  1641  | 
and  July  10.')*),  it  nui-t  have  been  somewhere  between  these  limits, 
perhap>  about  1C.')(). 

The  tract  of  lati'l  known      the  "  Lor.ldiip  farm"  was  a  f ivorite  ' 
spot  with  the  Indiaris  i()r  their  poiricoics,  or  religious  dances,  per- 
formed to  appen-e  tin*  ang<'r  of  ihe  divinities,  or  in  token  of  gniti- 

*Coiui.  Hcc,  III..  .',  li.'to. 
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ttnle  for  any  unu.sual  good  fortune.  In  these  hideous  rites,  led  by  \ 
the  powwows  or  priests  in  monstrous  disguises,  they  leaped  about  i 
blazing  fires  inta  which  it  is  said  they  sometimes  cast  their  furs  and  j 

■  wampum,  and  even  little  children  as  a  sacrifice  to  Ilobbamocko  the  i 
•  author  of  evil,  accompanying  their  movements  with  such  unearthly  ; 
'  yells  and  howls  as  to  make  our  fathers  fancy  that  devils  at  such  j 

times  thronged  the  air,  and  participated  with  the  savages  in  their 
:  unholy  performances."^ 

Yet,  though  the  settlers  might  at  times  entertain  the  fancy  that  j 

their  wild  neighbors  had  dealings  with  the  powers  of  darkness,  I 
':  they  used  them  well  in  the  main,  always  purchasing  their  land  of  i 
:  them  instead  of  taking  it  by  force,  and  in  some  instances,  buying  ■ 
\  it  twice  or  thrice  over.  The  Stratford  records  give  the  particulars  j 
I  of  many  such  transactions.  In  one  entry  however,  there  is  a  want  i 
;  of  precision  about  the  boundaries,  that  suggests  the  suspicion  of  an  i 
'  intent  to  overreach  upon  the  part  of  the  purchaser.    In  this  case  | 

Maquash  and  Quionip,  Indian  Sachems,  with  much  legal  verbiage  | 
i  eminently  intelligible  to  them,  make  over,  give,  grant,  alienate,  c!»cc.,  ■ 
I  to  one  of  the  settlers,  a  certain  piece  of  land  bounded  north  by  a 
j  stream  running  into  the  Potatuck  river,  which  is  guessed  to  be  ; 
I  about  one  mile  square,  but  "  the  particular  bounds  hereof  is  not  so  ; 
;  fully  known  at  present."  j 
j  Thus  far  little  has  been  said  relating  directly  to  the  settlement  at  , 
i  Pequonnock.  Trumbull,  in  his  History  of  Connecticut,  says  that  : 
;  it  was  commenced  at  the  same  time  as  Stratford,  and  expressly  j 
;  states  that  this  name  was  given  to  that  part  of  Stratford  adjacent  I 
1  to  tiie  Fairfield  line,  in  distinction  from  Cupheag,  which  was  situa-  j 
j  ted  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ilonsatonic  river-f 

j     *Sevenil  interesting;  relics  of  the  Paugussct  Iiidi:uis  were  di^covere.l  in  Stratford 

■  u  few  years  since  by  Kev.  r.eiijaniin  L.  Swan.  They  consisted  of  a  tiroiihicc  and  j 
I  mortar  far  grinding;  corn,  excavated  in  a  ledge  of  rock  near  the  house  recently  [ 
1  tH»cu{)ied  t)y  Mr.  William  Stron-,  which,  by  the  way,  was  built  on  the  site  of  an  ; 
'  ancient  inn,  kept  during  and  before  the  Revolutionary  War,  by  Mr.  Cicorge.  IWnja-  ' 

iiiin.    The  fireplace  was  a  semi-cylintlrical  uprfght  hollow  in  the  rock,  several  feet  ; 
ill  l.'  ight,  from  the  top  of  which  a  pot  could  be  suspended  by  a  cro^^s-bar.    Below  | 
it  was  the  mortar  with  a  rounded  s^tone  pestle,  as  large  as  a  man's  head,  still  lying 
iu  it.    Cnfortu  I  lately,  the«e  relics  were  destroyed  before  measures  could  be  taken 
l"r  tht.-ir  preservation. 

Arrowheads  in  considerable  nnnibors  have  al>o  been  tound  at  the  foot  of  another 
JtNljjc  u  little  west  of  the  town  on  the  lower  road  to  I'nidgeport,  and  it  i->  believed 
tli:it  tlii-i  w:is  the  place  of  th(>ir  manufacture. 

•Tiiniibiill,  Hi>t.  (.'onn.,  I,  1U'.». 
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Tlie  word  Pequonnock  is  of  Indian  origin,  signifying  "  place  of 
slaughter"  or  "  place  of  destruction,"  and  still  survives  in  the  appel- 
lation of  the  river  upon  which  Bridgeport  is  built.*  'The  oldest 
document  signed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  plantation  as  such,  that 
I  have  been  able  to  find  any  account  of  is  a  petition  to  the  General 
Court  dated  May  1678,  subscribed  by  Isaac  Wheeler,  John  Odell, 
Sr.,  and  Matthew  Sherwood,  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  place. 
The  distance  of  nearly  four  miles  that  separates  them  from  Fair- 
field Center  is  too  great,  they  say,  to  be  easily  traversed  by  the 
children,  especially  tlie  younger  ones,  and  therefore  they  had  set 
up  a  school  of  their  ovrn,  and  employed  an  experienced  teacher. 
Forty-seven  children  were  already  in  attendance.  The  expense  of 
the  school  they  propose  to  bear  them-ielves,  but  ask  to  be  freed  from 
taxation  for  the  benefit  of  the  one  in  Fairfield.  Rev.  Samuel 
Wakeman,  minister  at  Fairfield,  adds  a  favorable  endorsement  to 
the  petition,  though  most  of  his  parishioners  were  opposed  to  grant- 
ing it.  The  General  Court  referred  the  matter  to  the  Fairfield 
county  Court,  with  power  to  act,  and  recommended  that  body  to 
make  an  allowance  to  the  petitioners,  equal  to  or  greater  than  their 
annual  school-tax. f 

Another  petition  of  theirs  drawn  up  twelve  years  later  I  ven- 
ture to  give  in  full,  partly  because  its  contents  throw  some  light 
upon  the  character  of  the  inhabitants,  and  partly  from  the  fact  tliat 
the  signatures  furnish  a  list  nearly  complete  of  the  householders  in 
the  settlement  in  the  year  1GOO.| 

PETITION  FOR  CHURCH  PRIVILEGES. 

"To  the  Gen''  Court  of  Connecticut  (whom  we  honour),  in  their 
next  session  at  Hartford. 

Wee,  the  inhabitants  Sc  persons  of  Poquannock,  do  in  all  j 
humility  address  &  ^ipplj  ourselves  unto  you  in  manu^  method 
and  form  following  : 

^Manifesting  unto  tliis  hon'''  respected  representative  body  th:it 
this  vicinity  of  ro(iuannock  afort-s'  ajipertainetli  part  to  the  town  | 
of  Fairfield,  and  part  to  the  town  of  Stratford,  unto  which  two  ' 

*Conii.  IlUtoricul  Society's  Tmii^actions,  II,  40. 
tConn.  Kcc,  III,  8. 

JStuto  pMpet--^,  K(n'I<<M:isfic:il,  I,  lOo.  Copy  funii^li(^il  the  writor  by  courtosv  of 
Charles  J.  lloiully,  K-q.,  State  Lil)!-ai-iaii.    See  Conn.  la'C.,  IV,  2'J. 
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(ownshipps  it  hath  been  fully  responsible  according  to  obligations, 
for  meeting-house,  and  school  dues,  rates  and  assessments  ;  we,  the 
dwellers  there,  have  to  the  towns  we  have  been-  engag'd  to  ever 
punctually  paid  our  acknowledgments,  taxes  and  charges,  as  we 
have  from  time  to  time  been  laid  under  such  bonds  and  indisputable 
engagem''.  But  now  since  we  are  by  the  blessing  and  grace  of 
Almighty  God  risen  and  advanced  to  somewhat  more  maturity  and 
ripeness,  and  grown  more  populous  than  heretofore,  in  capacity  to 
stand  within  ourselves,  w"'out  running  for  succor  six  or  seven 
miles  on  one  hand,  and  at  least  four  on  the  other ;  we  doe  make  it 
our  joynt  ardent  request  and  passionate  peticon  to  this  honour'd 
esteem'd  Court,  that  you  would  in  the  greatness  of  your  goodness, 
and  out  of  your  sincere  zeal  to  the  comfort  of  this  part  every  way, 
so  order  it  in  your  new  convention  that  wee,  every  one  of  us,  that 
are  setled  inhabitants  of  &  steady  dwellers  in  Poquanock.  may  bee 
exempted  &  relaxed  from  any  ministers'  rate  or  rates,  &  schoU- 
mastours  salerys,  either  in  Fairfield  or  Stratford  afores'',  purposing 
(God  smiling  on  &  favouring  our  enterprises,)  to  suit  o'selves  in 
time  convenient  w""  such  meet  instrum**  for  y  pulpit  &  scholl,  as 
may  most  and  best  serve  the  interest  of  our  good  God,  &  do  our  souls 
&  children  most  good  ;  such  as  shall  bee  most  painfull  pious  &  pro- 
fitable for  these  ends  to  w"''  they  were  ordain'd,  and  are  improv'd. 

&  your  humb.  petition's  shall  ever  continue  to  pray  for  your  long 
life  &  prosperity,  subsigning  this  our  address,  dated  2'  May,  1690. 
John  Bardsle,  S''.  Sam"  Hubbell,  Ephraim  Wheller, 

liichard  Hobbell,  S^     Sam"  Bardsley,  S%      Daniel  BarJsle, 
Matthew  Sherwood,      Samuel  Hall,  Sarauell  French, 

Sam"  Wels,  David  Sherman, 

I^aac  Wheeler,  Richard  Ilubell, 

James  Benitt,  Samuell  Gregory, 

David  Reynolds,  Sam"  Tredwell, 

Nath'!  Knap,  John  Odell,  S^ 

Will  Barsley,  Izhak  Hall, 


Muttiiew  Siiarwood,  iu",  John  Wheller, 


Isack  Wheeler,  S^ 
Tliomas  Grifhn, 
Uoburd  Bishop, 
Sam"  Morhous, 
•lacobc  Wakclen, 
Samuel  Bardsle, 


Thomas  Wlieller, 
Joseph  Seely, 
Moses  Jackson,  iu'., 
Samu"  Jackson, 
iMattliew  Sherwood,  iu' 
Moses  Jack.-on,  Scner. 


Sam"  Ilubbell, 
Timothy  Wheller, 
Thomas  Benit, 
Ed.  Tredwell, 
Jacob  Joy, 
John  Odell,  juner. 
John  Benitt,  hv. 
Thos.  Morhous,  Jc, 
John  Sharwood, 
Joseph  Joy, 
Sam"  Sumers, 
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On  account  of  the  opposition  of  Fairfield,  the  request  of  the 
petitioners  was  not  granted  at  this  time,  the  Court  recommending 
"  the  towne  and  the  })eopIe  of  Paquanage  to  meet  and  lou'^ingly  dis- 
course about  the  matter,  and  labor  to  agree;  ....  and  this  Court 
will  be  ready  to  confirm  or  ratify  what  shall  be  mutually  agreed 
upon."*  In  May,  1G9-1,  tliey  renewed  their  request,  and  no  opposi- 
tion being  offered,  liberty  was  given  them  to  embody  in  church 
estate.  Tlie  acquiescence  of  the  Fairfield  and  Stratford  churches 
was  perhaps  due  to  the  influence  of  Rev.  Israel  Chauncey,  who 
had  interested  himself  in  tlieir  belialf 

Extended  genealogies  would  be  out  of  place  in  a  sketch  like  the 
present,  but  as  the  signers  of  this  paper  have  descendants  living 
.  here  to-day,  brief  remarks  respecting  a  few  of  them  may  be  par- 
doned. 

The  Beardsleys,  five  in  nufnber,  were  the  children  and  grand- 
children of  William  Ikrird^lt  y  of  Stratford,  who  came  over  in  the 
Planter,  anno  1635,  aged  tiiirty,  and  with  his  wife  Mary,  probably 
settled  at  first  in  Concord,  Ma^sacliusetts,  He  removed  to  Stratford 
before  the  year  1644,  was  representative  in  1615  a?id  afterwards,  and 
died  in  1661,  leaving  a  good  estate.  John  Beardsly,  Sr.,  born  in 
England  in  1633,  came  over  with  his  father,  William.  By  his  will 
dated  1717,  he  manumitted  a  slave.f  He  died  in  the  followhigyear, 
aged  85. 

James  Bennett,  Sr.,  was  freeman  at  Concord  1639,  and  five  years 
later  removed  witli  his  f  UluT-in-law  Isaac  Wheeler,  to  Bequonnock. 
James,  Jr.,  and  Thomas,  were  his  sons  ;  the  former,  doubtless  the 
person  called  the  shi})wrighi  upon  the  church  records,  anno  1696, 
while  the  Lieutenant  Jame-^  Iknnieit  of  Stratfi^'ld,  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  New  Haven,  October  5tli,  1708,  may  have  been  a  grand- 
son, t 

Samuel  French  was  a  farnn  r  at  Fresli  Pond,  and  is  doubtleSvS 
the  same  person  who~f  d<Mth  wa-^  maiiv  yars  afterwards  recorded 
in  such  a  quainl  mann.  r  on  the  church  reiord^.  1732,  Dcv'eraber 
23d,  died  S(.ri;vnr  Saiuurl  Fre:ich,  of  the  dry  belly  ach,  aged  about 

—-^'''2^ "  .  

»  Conn,  lice,  IV,  30. 

t  rro'.ti!  ly  thf>  ?:mio  a-liiiitu.-*!  to  clmifh  uivuibor-hip  at  liis  ro.iu.<«t,  Juno  2, 
1717;  W  /i  Stn-Uh'M  Chaa-l»  Ucvonl",  1,  'A'i. 
\  Coaii.  Kec,  V,  4",  :ioto. 
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;     iiiobrircl  Ilubbell,  Sr.,  came  from  England  in  1647,  and  settled 
;  it)  Xew  Haven,  but  removed  to  Pequonnock  about  1664,  where  he  | 
■  carried  on  the  business  of  a  cooper  and  farmer  near  the  present 
we.-teru  boundary  of  Bridneport.    He  died  before  the  year  1706, 
appears  by  a  resolution  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  in 
;  October  of  that  year  :  "  This  Assembly  grants  unto  Richard  Hub- 
bell,  oldest  son  of  Lieut.  Hubbell,  late  of  Stratfield,  deceased, 
libertie  of  purchasing  an  hundred  acres  of  land,  not  prejudicial  to 
ibrmer  grants,  for  the  sake  of  the  good  services  of  his  father."*  His 
descendants  were  numerous,  the  remains  of  nearly  fifty  persons  by 
the  name  of  Hubbell  reposing  in  the  old  Stratfield  burying-ground, 
;  more  than  half  of  whom  died  before  the  commencement  of  the 
.  present  century. 

\     Of  Samuel  Hall  we  have  already  spoken.    His  brother  I-aae, 
born  in  England,  lived  for  a  time  in  New  Haven,  where  in  1657, 
he  was  placed  in  the  stocks  for  vvriting  a  fictitious  publishment  or 
notice  of  marriage,  which  another  humorous  young  man  posted  upon 
the  meeting-house  door.    Practical  jokes  of  this  kind  it  would  seem 
were  not  in  high  favor  in  that  sober  town.    Mr.  Hall  afterward 
removed  to  Pequonnock,  served  as  "  chyrugeon"  or  surgeon  on  the 
]  expedition  against  Canada  in  which  he  lost  his  son,  and  for  his 
I  services  on  this  occasion  was  awarded  by  the  General  Court  the 
;  sum  of  thirty  pounds,  and  granted  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
j  laud.    His  lawsuits  with  his  father  and  brother  were  bitter  and  pro- 
!  tracted,  so  much  so  that,  the  General  Court  found  it  necessary  to 
I -interfere.    He  died  in  1714. 

I     IMoses  Jackson,  Sr.,  carried  on  the  business  of  a  miller  near  the  i 

I  wt'stern  boundary  of  the  ph^ntation.    He  was  the  son  of  Henry,  I 

i  of  "Watertown,  who  in  1660  removed  to  Fairfield,  died  some  years  i  , 

;  afterward  possessed  of  a  large  C'^tate. 
J      Nathaniel  Knapp  was  a  son  of  Pogcr  Knnpp,  of  Fairfield,  and 

I  possibly  of  the  woman  executed  in  1654,  for  a  witch. 

'      Samuel  and  Thomas  Morehouse  were  the  sons  of  Thomas,  who  | 
>et!l.  il  iti  Fairfielil  about  16-^1    The  former  was  admittcil  tretmKin 
1C<)L  and  died  in  17.'32  '*of  a  malignant  fever,"  the  church  record 
>;»ys.    His  son  Samuel,  Jr.,  served  under  Major  John  liiirr  as  a 

;  Volunteer  in  the  expedition  against  Port  Koyal,  in  August  1710, 

*  Coiui.  Rfo..,  V,  11.    In  th(!  racovd  book  of  Str.itiioM  Society  is  the  followinjr 
,  vulry:  "  1700,  Oct.  2:Jd,  /'(t/Zicr  Hubbell  aeparto.l  tlii^  lite,  in  the  72.1  year  of  lii^*  , 
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and  afterwards  received  a  pension  for  the  loss  of  his  hand,  caused 
bj  the  premature  ex[)losion  of  a  gun. 

Capt.  David  Sherman  was  son  of  Samuel,  of  Stratford,  and 
grandson  of  that  Edmund  Sherman,  of  Dedham,  Essex  County, 
England,  who  early  emigrated  to  Massachusetts,  but  returned  to 
his  former  home  in  1648,  leaving  his  sons  in  this  country.  This 
Edmund  Sherman  carried  on  the  business  of  a  clothier,  as  we 
would  now  say  of  carding  cloth,  at  Dedham,  and  the  same  pursuit 
is  followed  there  by  one  of  that  name  to  this  day.  He  was  a  man 
of  wealth  and  position,  and  a  stained  glass  window  in  the  parish 
church  as  well  as  one  of  the  buttresses  of  the  edifice,  still  bears  his 
name.  He  also  founded  a  charity-school,  yet  in  existence.  The 
celebrated  Roger  Sherman  of  Connecticut,  one  of  the  authors  of 
the  Declaration  of  Indei>endence,  v.  as  from  this  stock.  Captain 
David  Sherman's  house  stood  upon  the  top  of  "Toilsome  hill,"  and 
was  a  handsome  edifice  for  its  day.  He  was  deacon  in  the  Strat- 
field  Church,  and  had  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  were  daughters. 

Nathaniel  Seeley  was  a  son  of  Capt.  Seeley,  killed  in  the  swamp 
fight,  as  already  related. 

The  Wheelers,  six  in  number,  were  the  descendants  of  Thomas 
and  Ephraim,  who  came  I'rom  Concord  in  September,  1644,  with 
Eev.  Mr.  Jones  and  others  of  tiiat  place.  John  is  repeatedly  called 
Dr.  John  Wheeler  in  the  church  records,  and  served  as  surgeon  on 
one  of  the  expeditions  a;_'ainst  C^anada.  Thomas,  Jr.,  died  in  1690, 
I  and  his  estate  inventoried  £1  ").">G,  a  large  sum  at  that  day.  Isaac 
Wheeler  died  Novenilier,  17.">.'],  "by  the  bleeding  of  a  wound  in 
his  leg  which  seemed  almost  healed,"  says  the  church  record. 

Thelep:al  boun.dai-ies  of  this  plantation  and  its  successive  changes 
of  name  deserve  a  f'  \v  lines.  In  tlie  petition  of  May,  1694,  al- 
ready referred  to,  tlie  inhabitants  asked  that  the  Indian  name  of 
l^equonnoek  iniLiht  he  ciiaiiL'ed  to  Fairford,  a  word  whose  compo- 
sition is  af  a  ;jl  uie«'  appari-iil.  The  G<  neral  Court  preferred  that 
it  should  be  calic*l  h'airfuhl  Viliaue,  and  so  ordered;  but  in  tlie  i 
fohuwing  year  tiie  j)eop!e  chanu'cd  this  app'dlalion  to  Strattield,  as 
Bhown  by  the  cliureh  r»  <'uids  though  th»'  cliange  was  not  legalized 
until  1701.  The  f.'lio\vii)L,r  oijrr  was  pas>ed  by  the  General 
Court  ni>on  that  oeea-ioii: 

"  I'hi^  A>M-nibly,  liaviiig  heard  and  con.-idered  the  [Hnitic)n  of. 
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1 1)0  inliabitants  of  Fairfield  village,  presented  to  them  by  Lieu* 
James  Bennett,  desiring  that  the  Court  would  state  and  settle  for 
ilicm  a  line  for  the  west  boundarye  to  their  plantation,  &c.,  doe 
order  and  enact:  That  the  line  to  be  the  west  boundarye  of  the  said 
(dantation  shall  run  so  as  that  it  may  take  in  and  include  within 
tlieir  bounds,  one  Moses  Jackson,  miller,  his  housings  and  lands, 
and  run  on  the  west  side  of  old  Jackson's  lotts,  (viz*,)  pasture, 
building  lott,  and  long  lott,  upwards  or  northwards  to  the  upv/ard 
or  northern  end  of  the  bounds  of  the  town  of  Fairfield,  and  that  ail 
,-UL'h  person  or  persons  as  have  built  or  that  shall  build  and  in- 
habit t  on  tlie  east  side  of  the  abovesaid  line,  and  on  the  west  side 
of  Poquanock  River,  shall  pay  to  all  publick  charges  that  shall 
arise  in  the  said  plantation  his  rateable  part  thereof.     *    *  * 

*  *  And  further  it  is  enacted  by  the  authoritye  aforesaid : 
'J1iat  the  said  plantation  (formerly  called  Poquannock  and  Fair- 
iield  village)  shall  for  the  future  be  called  by  the  name  of  Strat- 
field."* 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  principal  thoroughfare  of  the  planta- 
tion, now  called  the  old  stage  road  or  "  King's  highway,"  was 
originally  twenty  rods  in  width.  In  an  unbound  but  valuable  col- 
lection of  records  in  Stratford,  entitled  "  Town  Acts,"  under  date 
of  1685,  appears  the  following  order  :  "All  the  uplands  and  marshes 
lying  southward  of  the  road  leading  to  Fairfield,  between  the 
}>hisicall  sprim/  and  the  uppermost  cartway  over  Island  Brook,t 
siudl  be  left  for  a  perpetual  common  ;|  and  twenty  rods  in  breadth 
.'^liall  be  left  for  a  road  to  Fairfield  bounds." 

What  a  magnificent  thoroughfare  this  would  now  be  if  it  h;id 
never  been  encroached  upon,  may  be  readily  conceived  by  imagin- 
ing Old  Mill  green  extended  from  Stratford  village  to  Fairlleld. 

Among  the  eminent  persons  who  have  at  one  time  or  another 
travelt'd  this  road  is  Whitefield,  the  celebrated  divine  and  orator, 
v.lio  preached  in  Stratford  on  the  afternoon  of  ^Monday,  October 
1740,  and  later  in  the  same  day  at  Fairfield.  AVhitefitdd  cer- 
tainly had  access  to  tlie  church  edifice  in  tlie  former  place,  but 
;  .-cems  to  have  })referred  his  usual  custom  of  speaking  in  tlie  open 
air,  for  which  his  remarkable  voice  was  well  adapted.    A  proof  of 

♦  Conn.  Koc,  IV,  356.   These  liiiiitis  were  afterwards  eiil:ir^e<l  by  :in  net  pa>scd 
llio  c;e?icr.^l  Assembly  at  New  Haven,  in  October,  fY.'.^. 

t  The  stream  that  feeds  Yellow  Mill. 
\  0!J  Mill  green. 
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its  power  was  given  upon  this  occasion.  A  Mrs.  Burrit,  who  lived 
below  Main  street,  farthei:  down  than  any  liouse  now  stands,  and 
nearly  a  mile  from  where  the  preacher  stood  on  the  summit  of 
meeting-house  hill,  was  in  the  yard  before  her  door,  and  distinctly 
heard  ]Mr.  Whitetield  name  Ids  text,  which  was  Zechariah  ix, 
12,  "Turn  ye  to  tiie  stronghold  ye  prisoners  of  hope,"  and  repeat- 
ed it  to  her  husband  upon  his  return.* 

Daring  the  sermon  one  of  his  liearers,  a  young  woman,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Green,  who  lived  on  Old  IMill  road,  just  beyond 
the  present  railroad  crossing,  overcome  by  excitement,  swooned 
and  fell  into  a  .-ort  of  trance  or  insensible  state,  wiiich  lasted  for 
several  days. 

Mr.  Whitefield,  after  preaching,  was  tlie  guest  of  Rev.  Hezekiah 
Gold,  the  Congregational  minister,  who  lived  on  the  spot  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  house  of  the  late  Capt.  Steiiing.  Kev.  Dr.  John-  | 
son,  the  Episcopal  eiergyniati,  is  said  to  have  called  upon  him  and 
desired  some  account  of  his  prineijiles,  but  Whitefield  declined 
entering  into  any  discussion,  saying  that  he  had  already  announced 
his  principles  in  his  sermons,  and  soon  after  took  his  departure  for 
Fairfield. 

Rev.  Samuel  Johnson,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  in  the 
colony,  and  the  father  of  f'][)i-;eopacy  in  Connecticut,  was  at  this 
time  rector  of  Christ  Ciiureh,  vStratford,  which  was  founded  in 
1723,  and  was  the  fir.-t  ]Cpi.-ro[)al  chui'ch  in  Connecticut.  The 
leading  events  of  liis  liTe  are  too  v.-ell  known  to  need  mention 
here. 

Respecting  tiie  {>er>t  cutions  said  to  have  been  inflicted  upon 
the  early  Churclimen  by  the  Congregationalists  ii<  this  vicinity,  it 
may  be  ])roper  to  say  hwc,  that  .statements  of  this  kind,  though 
not  wholly  witlmut  louiulatlon,  art-  mueh  exaggerated. 

By -die  colonial  a-  well  as  by  the  English  law  every  person  was 
required  to  ]Kiy.  acordiiig  to  hi-  ability,  for  the  sui>[)ort  of  public 
worsliij),  and  in  d-'fanlt  of  payment  was  nroceedeJ  against  in  the 
same  maun*  r  as  tor  .my  other  >pt  eies  of  debt  ;  but  it  is  a  fact  thaf 
tlie  oidy  entry  of  an  execution  against  the  property  of  any  man 

*  If  this  .«eonis  iiicrcUil.-Ie,  it  ;=hou!<l  bo  rcmembercil  th:it  wlioii  Wliitclieltl 
preached  in  Stnilfura  it  \v.v<  omc  of  tlio-e  culm  still  J.iy*  prcocJiiig  :i  storm  when 
sounil.s  are  nuMiblo  :it  H  p.Mt  (li.^taiice.  Ho  say-  in  his  journal  th;it  the  :ittenJ- 
unce  at  FuirlicM  wns  tiut  \^r>^<•',  the  air  Jioiiij;  col.l,  f.-r  snow  had  fallen.  .% 
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tor  iion-paymciit  of  rates,  found  on  the  early  records  of  the  town 
(-f  Straiford  is  in  the  ease  of  Nicliolas  Gray,  a  Congregationalist.* 
A  careful  examination  aho  of  the  records  of  the  Congregational 
-ui*i('ty  in  Straifield,  (novv  Bridgeport,)  shows  but  a  single  case 
occurring  here.  This  took  place  early  in  the  year  1752.  An 
r:ii\cution  was  then  issued  again>t  the  property  of  a  number  of 
♦ihii-i^ehtrrrn  who  had  refused  to  pay  their  proportion  of  the  usual 
rate  or  tax,  and  John  Nichols,  Joseph  Seeley,  Richard  Hall,  and 
.  other  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  addressed  a  memorial 
to  the  General  Assembly  for  relief.  Their  petition  was  brought 
hefV)rc  that  body  in  October,  1752,  and  must  have  been  acted  upon 
fuorably,  as  sliown  by  an  entry  upon  the  records  of  the  Congre-. 
gritional  society,  dated  Dec.  26,  1753,  excusing  Capt.  John  Sher- 
wood, Nathaniel  Seeley,  Zechariah  Mead,  Ebenezer  Sanford  and 
Stunuel  lieardsley,  Jr.,  "  from  paying  anything  toward  defraying 
fuinisterial  charges  in  this  society  for  the  year  ensuing."t 
i  In  the  Ibllowing  year  an  amicable  arrangement  was  effected,  by 
[  wliicli  the  entire  tax  collected  from  members  of  the  Church 
of  England  was  paid  over  to  the  Episcopal  clergyman  of  the 
parish,  and  numerous  receipts  from  Rev.  Mr.  Lamxson  and  Rev. 
.Mr.  Sayre,  missionaries  of  the  "Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel 
in  Foreign  Parts,"  and  Rev.  Philo  Shelton,  the  first  settled  minis- 
t' r  of  St.  John's  Church,  may  still  be  seen  upon  the  Congregation- 
al societies'  record  book,  showing  that  the  arrangement  was  faith- 
!u!ly  carried  out4  A  copy  of  one  of  these  receipts  is  given,  not 
"*  Miuch  for  its  intrinsic  interest  as  for  the  sake  of  the  spelling, 
V.  liich  was  doubtless  considered  very  fair  at  the  time. 

Stratfield,  May  8,  1755. 
Then  Rec*^  of  Mr.  Daniel  Summers  Colector  of  the  parish  of 
^iniifiold  the  Sum  of  fiiteen  pounds  thirtCLMi  Shillings  old  Tenor, 
5IJ         of  all  my  demands  for  Rats  from  s^  pari^^h,  for  the  year 
V  vcnieeii  Hundred  &  fifiy-three. 

I -ay  Rec"  pr.  me,  JOS:  LAMSON  Miss^-' 

A  True  Cop}>y  of  the  oridgnal  rcept. 

Test :  13.  Fayerweatiier,  Recorder. 

*  "Stratford  and  the  r.uothe  family,"  p:ip;o  'J;  (New  York,  ISu'J.)  The  subject 
t-:iy  discussed  in  this  valuaMe  little  vohinic 

?  1  h\i  As<einbly  would  not  have  been  CDiisi-leiit  Iiad  it  declined  to  aflord  theui 
'  I-'-r,  »iijce  by  the  laws  euaoto(i  in  1009  nnd  1727  the  practice  of  tolciatiou  had 
''■'  ■^u  distinctly  enjoined. 

I  1  his  had  been  done  in  Stratford  since  172"',  as  shown  by  the  receipts  of  Ilev. 
y.r.  Johnson  in  the  records. 
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A  romantic  story  is  told  concerning  Rev.  Mr.  Lamson,  whose  | 
name  is  signed  to  this  receipt.  He  was  betrothed  to  Miss  Abigail  j 
Ramsey  of  Fairliekl,  a  young  lady  of  good  family  and  unusual  per-  i 
sonal  attractions,  though  but  about  sixteen  years  of  age.  While  i 
on  a  visit  to  friends  hi  Stratford  she  was  taken  suddenly  and  ! 
alarmingly  ill,  and  it  soon  became  evident  there  was  no  hope  of  j 
her  recovery.  Mr.  Lamson  was  summoned  to  her  bedside  to  bid  : 
her  farewell,  and  before  her  death  she  directed  that  her  gold  beads,  I 
ornaments  greatly  prized  at  tliat  day,  and  worn  only  by  persons  ; 
of  wealth  and  station,  sliould  be  taken  from  her  neck  and  given  to 
her  lover.  He  wore  them  around  liis  neck  to  the  day  of  his  death,  ' 
many  years  afterward.*  j 

The  remains  of  the  young  lady  repose  in  the  burying  ground  at  | 

Stratford,  and  the  stone  above  her  grave  bears  this  epitaph : 

"  Wasting  sickness  spoiled  thy  beauteous  form, 
And  death  consigned  theo  to  thy  kindred  M'orm. 
The  day  advances  when  the  same  shall  rise 
With  sparkling  glory,  and  ascend  the  skies." 

While  upon  the  subject  of  ministers  we  must  not  forget  to  men-  j 
tion  the  Rev.  Lyman  Hall,  who  was  settled  over  the  North  church  , 
for  a  time.    It  is  a  fact  little  known  and  that  has  escaped  the  at-  ; 
tention  of  biographers,  that  this  is  the  same  person  as  7)/*.  Lyman 
Hall,  who,  a  number  of  years  afterward,  as  delegate  from  Georgia 
to  the  Continental  Congress,  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independ-  ; 
ence.    A  com[)arison  of  his  signature  to  this  renowned  document  ; 
with  the  writing  upon  the  Church  records  would  be  suilicient  to 
settle  the  question,  were  there  no  othei-  proof,  which,  fortunately,  ■ 
is  not  the  case.  I 

Lyman  ILall  was  ])orn  at  Waliingford  in  this  state,  April  12,  ; 
1724,  and  graduate<l  at  Yale  College  in  1747.  I 

After  graduation  he  studied  theology  with  his  uncle,  Rev. 
Samuel  Hall,  of  Cluv-hire,  and  on  the  27th  of  September,  17-1^  I)  s 
accepted  an  inviiation  to  settle  over  the  church  in  Stratlield.  ; 

The  meeting-hou-c  then  occu|>ied  by  the  society  was  the  same 
venerable  structure  which  some  of  the  older  readers  of  this  sketch 
will  remember  as  standing  on  the  coiTier  of  Division  street  and  the 
old  stage  road.  I 

*  riio  <lato  of  thi^  inci.ifiit  uiusl  have  Iuhmi  h-'fv'rc  hi-  adiiii^Mon  to  tho  miiiistn-, 
for  Miss  Ivain-ey  died  in  174:5,  while  it  was  n<.l  until  the  followin-  year  that  Mr. 
Lain<on  sailed  to  Kuropc  to  obtain  II«)ly  Ord<'rs. 
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I      Llis  ministry  was  of  biief  duration.    He  was  dismissed  June 

■  18,  1751,  and  probably  soon  afterward  studied  medicine,  as  we  find 
i\im  in  the  year  1752  a  practicing  physician,  and  member  of  the 

;  Congregational  Church  in  that  remarkable  colony  from  New  Eng- 
i  land  which  settled  the  parish  of  St.  Johns  in  Georgia.  This  col- 
I  0!iy  deserves  more  than  a  passing  notice. 

1  In  August,  1754,  two  years  after  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Plall,  hav- 
;  ing  completed  a  temporary  place  of  worship,  its  inhabitants,  then 
:  numbering  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  persons,  of  all  ages,  entered 

■  into  a  voluntary  compact,  whose  principal  features  were  "  to  build  a 
I  n:ecting-house,  to  support  a  ministry  and  its  ordinances ;  to  settle 
j  all  disputes  by  arbitration,  to  commit  the  public  business  to  three 
:  men  chosen  each  year,  to  have  an  annual  nieeiing  to  consult  for 
,  the  good  of  the  society  ;  to  be  governed  in  secular  mutters  by  the 
'  majority,  and  in  cc^'lesiastical  affairs  to  alioAV  church  members  a 
;  double  vote ;  and  further  that  no  one  should  sell  his  tract  of  land 
1  to  any  stranger  without  first  giving  the  refusal  of  its  purchase  to 
I  the  society.* 

I  It  will  be  seen  from  this  agreement  that  while  the  colonists  had 
}  by  no  means  left  behind  them  their  New  England  principles  they 
j  had  introduced  several  inii^roveraents  into  their  code  that  might 
i  be  copied  to  advantage  at  the  present  day. 

I  Early  in  the  year  1775,  impatient  at  the  attitude  of  Georgia, 
I  wliich  had  for  six  months  been  hesitating  and  vacillating  whether 
]  to  join  the  other  colonies  in  the  contest  for  liberty  or  to  stand 
'  aloof,  and  had  even  refused  to  send  representatives  to  the  Conti- 
L  nental  Congress,  the  parish  of  St.  Johns  elected  Dr.  Lyman  Hall 
I  as  a  delegate  on  its  own  account.  He  presented  his  credentials 
!  and  took  his  seat  upon  the  loth  of  ]May,  so  that  "on  that  day  Con- 
;  cjre-s  was  composed  of  the  representatives  of  the  twelve  united 
'  Colonies,  and  Dr.  Ilall,  the  deputy  for  the  parish  of  St.  Johns."  f 
;  The  patriotic  s[)irit  of  this  littlo  community  had  a  salutary  efiect 
'  uj>on  its  neighbor,  and  in  a  short  time  tlu^re  were  four  representa- 
i  lives  in  Congress  from  Georgia,  of  whom  Dr.  Hall  was  one,  and 
'  in  tlii.s  capacity  in  the  following  year  he  sub~eribed  his  name  to 
i  the  Magna  Charta  of  American  liberty,  in  connection  with  which 
;  il  will  go  down  to  posterity. 

«  Steven's  Hi'^tory  of  Gcorrjia,  I,  3S0.    Coii.^.  Qunrtorly,  April,  18GS. 
j      t  Kvorett's  Oratiou  in  Dorchester,  l!^D5.    Cong.  Qu;utorly,  Apii],  ISOS.^  Hiog- 
rni-hicH  of  tho  Si^^ncra,  111,  57.  " 
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His  subsequent  career  can  be  summed  up  in  a  few  words.  A 
representative  in  Congress  until  1780,  bis  property  was  confiscated 
by  the  British  when  tliey  occupied  .Georgia  in  178"2,  and  in  the 
following  year  he  was  chosen  governor  of  the  state,  tie  died  in 
February^  1791,  aged  about  sixty-six,  leaving  a  good  estate  to  his 
widow,  his  only  son  having  died  some  time  before.  A  few  years 
ago  the  State  of  Georgia  erected  a  monument  to  his  memory,  and 
gave  the  handsome  stone  that  had  been  placed  over  his  grave  soon 
after  his  decease,  by  his  widow,  to  the  town  of  Wallingford,  Conn., 
where  it  now  stauds.    It  bears  tiie  following  inscription  : 

BENEATH  THIS  STONE 

REST  THE  REMAINS  OF 

THE  HOM^'"^  LYMAN  HALL, 

FORMERLY  GOVERNOR  OF  THIS  STATE, 

WHO  DEPARTED  THIS  LIFE  THE  19th  OF  OCTOBER,  1790, 
IN  THE  67th  YEAR  OF  HIS  AGE. 


To  thee,  so  inounied  ii\  death,  so  loved  in  life, — 
The  childlc.—  parent,  and  t!ic  widowed  wife 
With  tears  inscribe-  this  ni'tinnneiital  stoue 
That  holds  his  ashes  and  expects  her  own. 

Without  detracting  at  all  from  the  just  forae  of  Dr.  Tlall,  it  may 
be  doubted  whether  his  [jutriotism  and  that  of  his  associates  in 
Conn^re-s  was  after  all  of  an  order  any  more  exalted  than  that  of  the 
officers  and  the  rank  and  lil>>  of  the  army  who  did  the  actual  tight- 
ing,  paying  with  their  ji'T^^oin  the  price  of  our  liberties  and  whose 
names  have  for  thr-  m'^sr  part  sunk  into  oblivion,  from  which  it  is 
a  pleasure  to  n^scue  any  little  fragment  like  the  .-lory  of  Capt. 
Hull's  exploit  upon  the  Sound. 

Capt.  Hull,  who.-i!  son  subseipn-ntly  became  a  Commodore  in 
the  American  navy,  was  a  native  of  Derby  in  this  sl.ate,  and  com- 
manded one  of  the  light  crafts  knt)wn  a<  "  Onnmi— ion  boats," 
which  were  empl  oyed  iu  privatecr.ing  service  against  the  r>ritisli' 
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aji-i  Torie-.    Upon  one  occasion  he  ran  clown  to  an  inlet  or  arm 
■  !>       sound  near  Throg's  neck,  where  the  British,  then  occupying 
N.  w  York,  were  accustomed  to  send  vessels  for  firewood.  He 
ui,.i  lucre,  under  convoy  of  a  schooner  mounting  ten  guns,  and 
.  [  ii;!;<  ty  toil-  l)urthen,  which  lay  at  anchor  in  the  stream,  a  num- 
;  -r  of  tin  se  wood  vessels  loading,  and  surprised  and  captured  one 
r.i  ;l,.'in  that  night.    The  two  sailors  who  composed  her  crew,  he 
-ju  rd  to  be  secured  below,  and  with  his  own  men  numbering 
:ib<)Ut  lifiy,  carefully  concealed  on  board,  he  weighed  anchor  with 
cajitured  craft,  a  little  after  midnight,  and  bore  down  upon  the 
gunboat. 

^Vhen  hailed  his  reply  disarm.ed  suspicion,  though  he  was  warned 
t;y  riie  sentry  to  have  a  care  or  he  would  run  foul  of  them. 

No,  no  !  room  enough !  "  he  replied  still  keeping  on  his  course 
till  lie  ran  under  the  bows  of  the  schooner,  and  then  with  all  his 
nu'ii  leaped  on  board.  After  a  short  but  fierce  struggle,  the 
fM.-!M>oner  was  their  own. 

With  the  two  vessels,  both  under  British  colors,  and  his  own 
htt-Ai  hoisted  upon  the  deck  of  one  of  them,  Capt.  Hull  set  out  upon 
It'-^  return,  passed  unsuspected  three  armed  vessels  of  the  enemy 
Iving  at  anchor  off  Eaton's  Neck,  and  brought  his  prizes  safely 
into  Black  Kock  harbor. 

Among  Capt.  Hull's  crew  upon  this  occasion  was  David  Blake- 
J5i  it!,  of  Monroe,  a  descendant  of  Rev.  Adam  Blackman,  the  first 
iiiini-tiT  of  wStratford.  In  the'  act  of  boarding  he  was  cut  across 
abdomen  by  a  cutlass  so  that  his  bowels  protruded,  but  he  held 
-•T  wound  together  and  lay  quiet  upon  his  back  until  the  vessel 
captured,  when  the  British  surgeon  dressed  his  wound.  He 
f<  *'«>v»'red  and  lived  to  be  an  oM  man.    Owing  to  a  peculiarity  in 

'  voice  lie  was  usually  known  as  "Squeaking  David." 

''i''«'hariah  Blakeman,  of  Stratford,  another  descendant  from  the 
*.«iU'-  cl(.'rgyman,  was  killed  by  the  British  on  the  day  when  Fair- 
'  '■  i  'Vu^  burfied,  July  8,  1770.  His  l)()dy  was  brouglit  to  Strat- 
5  -rd  and  laid  under  the  shade  of  an  old  buttonwood  tree  on  the 
«'n,  where  numbers  of  peoi)le  Hocked  to  view  it.  It  was  after- 
*  «i:d  buried  in  the  graveyard  near  the  place  where  a  stone  still 

nr.-  the  name  of  his  son  Abijah,  who  was  lost  at  sea.  The  story 
P  '  ^  that  when  i\Ir.  Blakemari  heard  liiat  the- British  h;id  landed 

I' nil  (id, 1,  li,.  with  others  hurried  to  ih  ,*  Sei  ne  of  action,  saying 
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as  he  did  so  that  he  would  bring  down  at  least  one  Red  coat,  but 
was  shot  through  the  body  by  one  of  the  enemy's  sentinels  while 
in  the  act  of  taking  aim. 

Perhaps  this  desultory  and  ratli^r  protracted  sketch  cannot  be 
brought  to  a  close  better  than  by  relating  a  couple  of  incidents 
connected  with  Washington's  progress  through  this  part  of  the 
country  during  and  subsequent  to  the  revolution.  The  first  was 
related  by  Mrs.  Alice  Thompson,  daughter  of  George  Benjamin, 
of  Stratford,  who  dl(  d  in  May,  1862,  aged  nearly  ninety-eight 
years.  She  \vas  eleven  years  of  age  in  1775,  and  may  have  been 
about  thirteen  or  tburtcen  v/hcn  she  saw  Washington.  On  that 
occasion  slie  with  other  giils  were  picking  berries  on  the  banks  of 
the  Housatonic  near  the  ferry,  when  suddenly  a  cry  was  heard  that 
soldiers  were  crossing  the  river,  and  presently  an  officer  with  a 
number  of  others  landed  and  asked  the  ferryman  to  direct  them  to 
the  tavern.  He  replied :  ''Yonder  is  the  tavern-keeper's  daugh- 
ter," and  calling  Alice  b  ide  her  show  Gen.  Lafayette  the  way  to 
her  father's  house.  She  walked  beside  his  horse  on  their  way  to 
the  village,  Lafayette  talking  to  Iier  in  his  charming  broken  Eng" 
lish,  telling  her  of  his  children  and  asking  her  if  she  would  not 
like  to  go  to  France  with  him  to  sue  them.  On  reaching  home 
she  found  that  Gen.  Wa-hington  had  arrived  by  the  western  road. 
Her  mother  thus  unexpectedly  called  upon  to  provide  dinner  for 
two  such  distingui.-hed  guests  would  have  apologized  for  her  fare,  i 
but  was  reassured  by  Wa.-ijington,  who  told  her  that  all  he  wanted 
was  simple  food,  and  that  what  was  good  enough  for  her  family 
was  good  enough  for  him.  Mrs.  lienjamin  happuned  to  iiave  some 
potatofjs,  then  a  grtat  rarity,  atul  Alice  obtained  leave  to  place 
them  upon  the  table.  In  doing  this  she  stepped  between  Wash- 
ington and  Lafayette,  when  the  former,  phicing  liis  hand  on  her 
head  and  turning  her  face  toward  him  asked  her  name,  and  after 
some  other  questions  told  lier  to  be  a  good  girl  and  gave  her  his  j 
blessing.  It  may  eadly  be  believecl  that  she  never  forgot  the  cir- 
cumstance. 

The  late  Mrs.  Benjamin  Fairehild,  who  died  a  few  years  since 
aged  over  eighty,  well  remembered  another  vi>it  made  by  Wash- 
ington to  Stratfonl  while  on  his  tour  through  New  England  in  Octo- 
ber, 1781).  At  thai  time  Capt.  Alison  Benjamin  lived  at  Old  Mill, 
about  half  way  down  the  we.->t»'rn  .-lope  ot'  the  hill;  the  hon>e  is. 
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Still  Standing  and  is  owned  by  Mr.  Judson.  This  Capt.  Benjamin 
built  a  sloop  of  forty-five  tons  burtliern  called  the  "  Hunter,  of 

I  Berkshire  "  in  a  field  south  of  the  road,  just  opposite  his  own  door, 
although  no  water  was  in  sight.  It  was  nearly  completed  when 
Washington  passed,  and  surprised  at  the  sight,  he  alighted,  went 

j  over  to  the  place  and  questioned  the  workmen  as  to  how  they  ex- 

I  pected  to  get  the  vessel  to  the  water, 

i  In  reply  they  told  him  that  strong  ways  were  to  be  built  beneath 
j  the  craft,  to  serve  as  a  sled,  upon  which  when  winter  came  it 
I  could  glide  down  hill  to  the  creek,  (a  branch  of  Yellow  Mill 
j  stream,  fully  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away,)  and  with  the  spring  would 
I  settle  through  the  ice  into  the  water.  This  plan  was  subsequently  j 
carried  into  eifect.  ■ 


[The  writer  wishes  to  acknowledge  his  indebtedness  to  Rev.  Benjamin  L.  i 

Swan,  who  has  made  the  early  history  of  this  vicinity  a  special  study,  and  by  j 
patient  research  has  preserved  much  that  would  have  otherwise  been  lost. 

Nearly  all  the  incidents  relating  to  Stratford  in  the  foregoing  sketch  are  ex-  ' 

traded  by  his  kind  permission  from  his  valuable  manuscript  note  books.]  > 


CHRONOLOGICAL  RECORD  OF  EVENTS 

IN  AND  ABOUT  BrilDGKPORT  FROM  MAY  IST,  1871,  TO  MAY  IST, 

1872. 


MAY,  1871. 

1.  Groui](l  broken  for  the  New  Standard  Building,  corner  of 

Beaver  and  Middle  streets. — Lewis  C.  Segec  died,  aged 
76.    Mrs.  Lewis  B.  Ayre<  died,  aged  GO. 

2.  Dean,  La  Monte  &  Go's  Woolen  Mills,  North  Bridgeport, 

entirely  de.-troyed  by  fire. 

3.  David  Leavitt,  Pi-e3i<ient  of  tiie  Hou>atonic  Railroad,  lost  a 

§3000  diamond  pin  in  New  York. 

4.  Steamer  Stetson,  disabled  by  an  accident  to  her  machinery, 

outside  of  the  harbor. 

5.  C.  L.  Nichols'  Ciu'ur  Factory,  Water  Street,  burglarized. 

8.  P.  T.  Ikirnum's  Great  Show,  t-xhibited  in  Bridgeport. 

9.  .  Mi-s.  Samuel  Loyd  <lie(l,  itg^nl  27. 

13.  Attempted  burni'.gof  Mortins  Dining  Saloon,  94  Water  St. 
15.    Francis  Oiz,  badly  injured  at  the  Ilou-atoaic  >\harve3  while 

oiling  crirs.     Oit-d  next  day. 
IG.    Orlando  Kog-  rs  died,  aged  GO. 

17.    Gorndy's  Biack-mith  Siiop,  on  Middle  street,  pulled  down 
to  make  room  for  the  New  Standaud  Building. 

20.  Brigham  Young.. Jr.,  and  wife  arrived  in  r)ridge[)ort. — Gue>ts 

of  Jo.-;eph  Uicliar»bun. 

21.  Nicholas  San^'i-r  murden'd. 

22.    rark-  r.  accidentally  but  not  fatally  shot  himself, 

corner  of  JCast  Main  and  llamillon  >ireet. 

23.  J^arge  civic  anil  military  ftnuTal  of  Nicholas  Sanger. 

24.  Trial  of  par;!'--  fbr  flit;  mnnirr  of  Nich'>la>  Sang«'r,  coni- 

nunced  in  ihe  C'liy  Court. 
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26.  David  iMorrissey  of  Congress  street  killed,  while  attempting 

to  stop  a  runaway  horse. 

27.  Tiieodore  Ilorton  and  George  B.  Griffin  found^uilty  before 

the  City  Court,  and  bound  over  for  trial  before  tlie  Supreme 
Court. — Isaac  N.  Fuller  died,  aged  41. 

28.  Lumber  yard  of  Messrs.  Beardsley,  Wilson  &  Co.,  burned, 

also  a  wooden  building  on  the  south ;  the  old  Hubbell 
place  across  the  street,  and  the  fine  large  new  brick  building 
occupied  by  F.  A  Bartrani,  and  Messrs.  McNeil  Bro's. 

29.  Mrs.  Jennie  Fitzsimraonds  died,  aged  28. —  Mrs.  Catiiarine 

S.  Mallard  of  this  city  died  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

30.  Decoration  Day.  Largo  and  imposing  procession  of  civic  and 

military  societies.— Balloon  ascension  by  Prof.  King. — 
John  W.  Wilraot  dieJ,  aged  50. — Incendiary  attempt  to 
burn  the  residence  of  Samuel  E.  Todd.  Gilbert  street. 

31.  First  appearance  of  Joseph  Jefferson  in  Bridgeport. 

JUNE. 

2.  Schooner  Mariel  of  Portland,  bound  to  Bridgeport,  run  down 

and  sunk  by  Steamer  Metis,  off  Cornfield  Point. 

3.  First  open  air  Concert  of  [he  season  by  the  W.  &  W.  Band, 

at  Sea  Side  Park. — Wm.  S.  Humphrey,  a  well-known 
citizen,  killed  by  the  falling  of  a  tree  in  front  of  St.  John's 
Church. 

4.  Mr.  &  INIrs.  Fitzhenry,  and  3Irs.  Graham,  thrown  from  a 

carriage  and  severely  injured. — Charles  Gregory  killed  in 
a  drunken  brawl  at  James  Stapleton's  groggery. — Peter 
S.  Gillis  arrested  and  held  for  trial  therefor. 

5.  John  Eckel  died,  aged  53. 

6.  East  Bridgeport  Savings  Bank  resolution  passed  in  tbe 

Senate. 

9.  First  Anniversary  Oelubration  of  Olivet  Lodge,  No.  139, 
I.  O.  of  G.  T. — J\lr.  Thomi)son,  of  the  firm  of  Thompson 
&  Wilson,  thrown  from  his  wagon  u[)on  a  railroad  crossing 
and  narrowly  escapinl  instant  deatli. — "Mrs.  Susan  Donne 
died,  aged  74. — Philemon  Libby,  of  this  city,  died  in  IVul- 
deford,  Maine. 

10.  Proclamation  of  the  Police  Commissioners  in  regard  to  th<^ 
clov-ing  of  li(iuor  saloons  on  the  Sabbath. — Dr.  John  ]">. 
Snow  died  at  Anoka,  i\linne-o(a. 
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11.  R.  jMcCoy  and  Son's  stal)le  in  Middle  street,  fired  by  an 

incendiary. — John  C.  Shelton  died.  | 

12.  Mrs.  Sylvanus  Cobb  lectured  at  the  Universalist- Church. — 

Mrs.  Abigail  B,  Whiting  died. — Mrs.  Julian  A.  Manches-  | 
ter  died,  nged  28.  | 

13.  August  Kuteher's  barn  on  Gilbert  street,  burned. — Thomas  ; 

Lobdeli  died,  aged  '26. 

14.  Theodore  Horton  and  George  B.  GrilFin,  indicted  for  the 
■  murder  of  Nicholas  Sanger  by  the  Grand  Jury. — First 

day  of  their  trial  before  tiie  Supreme  Court.  j 

15.  Geo.  L.  Hardy  died,  aged  24. 

16.  False  alarm  of  fire  at  Lyon  &  Curtis',  kimber  yard.  j 

17.  F.  A.  Tischendorf  died,  aged  42.  ! 

18.  Anniversary  Exercise.^  of  tiie  North  Cliiirch  Sabbatii  School.  ; 

— Address  by  Rev.  Dr.  Egglesron,  of  N.  Y.,  and  others. 

20.  Last  day  Sanger  murder  ti-ial,  Horton  &  Griffin  acquitted.— 

P.  Burns  died,  aged  24. — Jesse  McEwen,  8  years  old,  was  ' 
badly  injured  by  falling  from  a  wagon.  | 

21.  Hon.  I.  ]M.  Bullock  was  to-day  re-appointed  Judge  of  the  ; 

City  Court  for  one  year,  from  August  1st,  1871. — Mrs. 
Nathan  F.  Peck,  formerly  of  this  city,  died  at  Hartford. 

23.  Geo.  B.  Ambler  of  Nichols  Farm,  was  accidently  thrown 

from  his  carriage  on  State  street,  striking  his  head  on  the 
horse  railroad  track.  .  j 

24.  Geo.  B.  Ambler  died,  aged  49.  | 

25.  Park  street  Church  held  farewell  services  in  Beihesda  \ 

Chapel. — Funeral  of  Geo.  B.  Ambler,  attended  by  the 
Knights  Templar  and  Masonic  Fraternity. 

26.  Meeting  of  the  Pro})rit't()r^  of  the  Bri  lgi  port  and  Stratfield 

Burial  Ground  Association,  In  Id  at  Washington  Hall. —  j 
IVdl  i\\>o  pas-ed  authorizing  the  city  of  Bridg  -port  to  issue  j 
Bonds  to  the  anioinit  of  $175,000.  j 

27.  Bill  [)assed  tlu^  L-'gidature  to  day,  authorizing  the  rebuild-  j 

ing  of  Washington  Bridge,  by  Bridgeport,  St:allord  and 
ISIilford.  j 

28.  A  young  man  named  Buckmini.-ter,  accidentally  fell  and  , 

received  a  Iractm-c  of  the  collar  bone.  | 
30.    James  Wilson  wa.^  serloii.-ly  injiu'td  by  the  giving  way  of 
a  night  of  Stairs  at  the  Union  llou-e,  East  DiMrict. 
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JULY. 

1.  First  annual  meeting  of  the  Mechanics  and  Farmers  Savings 

Bank. 

2.  Patrick  Flynn  committed  suicide  while  in  a  temporary  fit  of 

insanity. — Dead  body  of  an  unknown  man  found  floating 
in  the  harbor. 

3.  Dr.  Jacques  accidentally  thrown  from  his  carriage  on  Main 

Street  by  the  forward  wheels  being  cauglit  in  the  Horse 
R.  R.  track. 

4.  Independence  day. — Baptist  Sunday  School  excursion  to 

Long  Islaad. 

5.  Mrs.  Johanna  Kiitcher  died  aged  26  years. — Geo.  Hazelton 

formerly  of  the  city  band,  died. 

6.  Trial  of  Peter  S.  Gillis  for  the  murder  of  Charles  Gregory 

commenced. 

7.  Wm.  Francisco,  a  contractor  at  Nickerson  &  Son's,  acci- 

dentally caught  his  arm  in  a  tennoning  machine,  wliich 
terribly  cut  it  to  pieces. — Funeral  of  Geo.  Hazelton,  at- 
tended by  the  Odd  Fellows. 

8.  Capt.  Ludderlee,  Chief  Engineer  U.  S.  Light  House  service, 

located  new  light,  which  is  to  be  built  on  Bridgeport  bar. 
— 3d  day  Gillis  trial ;  jury  failed  to  agree. 

9.  Very  hot  and  sultry. 

10.  Very  hot;  thermometer  1  o'clock  91°  in  the  shade. 

11.  Mary  Amelia  Jepson  died,  aged  25. — Frank  E.  Stevens 

died,  aged  1 6. 

12.  SeverjJ  Bridgeporters  visited  New  York  to-day  to  see  the 

Orange  parade  and  riot. 

13.  Bill  passed  House  of  Representatives  consolidating  N.  Y. 

and  N.  II.  with  tlie  Hartford  and  New  Haven  Railroad. 

14.  '    Schooner  "Sparkling  Sea"  went  ashore  at  the  Cowes  on 

Fairfield  beach. 

15.  A  schooner  arrived  at  the  bar  with  the  new  light. 

IC.  A.  L.  Winton's  horse  was  drowned  by  backing  off  the  dock 
into  tiie  River. 

17.  A  large  body  of  Odd  Fellows  with  their  families  arrived 
here  on  an  excursion  from  Astoria,  Long  Islnnd. — ^Irs. 
Clarinda  S.  Peck  died,  aged  91  years. 
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18.  A  bill  passed  ihe  Senate  authorizing  the  City  Council  to 

estabh'sli  lines  on  both  sides  of  Bridgeport  harbor  or  Pe-  i 
quonnock  River,  for  tlie  purpose  of  regulating  dock  build-  I 
ing. — Ilowe  Machine  Co.  gave  their  employees  an  excur- 
sion on  the  steamer  Novelty  to  Roton  Point. 

19.  Barge  J.  W.  Andrews,  (Capt.  Smith,)  sunk  off  Black  Rock 

harbor  with  a  cargo  of  210  tons  of  coal. — OM  jail  and 
land  sold  at  auction  for  S8,900. 

20.  Charles  E.  Keith  liad  his  right  hand  mutilated  by  a  circular 

saw  at  n.  L.  Morehouse's  planing  mill. 

21.  Fire  on  Ilenry  street. — Levi  Parrott  died,  aged  55. 

22.  Mrs.  Frances  Schniedliii  died,  aged  41. — Bridge  street 
closed  by  order  of  the  common  council. 

23.  Funeral  of  Mr.  Levi  Parrott  at  the  M.  E.  Church,  Beaver 

street. 

24.  Bridgeport  Library  received  a  valuable  donation  of  books 

from  the  Hon.  Cliarles  J,  Hoadly,  State  Librarian  at  Hai't- 
ford. 

25.  Two  men  were  capsized  in  a  boat  while  out  crabbing,  and 

rescued  by  Officer  Porter  and  others. — Mrs.  Grace  Har- 
vey died,  aged  G7. 

26.  Senate  passed  consolidation  bill  N.  Y.,  N.  II.  and  Hartford 

roads. — Mrs.  Wm.  P.  Murphy  died,  aged  22. 

27.  Miss  Susan  A.  wSherwood  died,  aged  20. 

28.  Legislature  adj')urne<l,  sine  die. 

29.  Mrs.  Eliza  Winton  died,  aged  72. — Mary  A.  Lace  died, 

aged  63. 

30.  United  Sunday  School  Missionary  meeting  held  at  the 

North  Church  ;  adilrt^-ses  by  returned  missionaries  and 
others. — Nathaniel  Ihjrr  died,  aged  91  years. 
3L  ,  Accident  on  the  N:uigatuek  road  near  junction;  run  over 
three  cows,  making  a  complete  wreck  of  six  freight  ciirs ; 
one  man  slightly  injured. 


AUGUST. 

1.  iSIrs  JMarlin  was  run  over  by  the  cars  near  Lake  street  and 

received  fatal  injuries. — W.  E.  Norton,  K<([.,  reappointed 
clerk  of  (lie  city  court. 

2.  Philip  E.  Northnagle  died,  aged  11. 
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i     3.  A  runaway  and  smash-np  on  State  street ;  two  young  men 

j  slightly  injured. 

5.  Mr.  Fred  E.  Wildman  died,  aged  31  years., 

6.  Funeral  of  Philip  E.  Nortliuagle,  attended  by  military  and 

civic  societies. 

7.  Ella  Carey  died,  aged  18. — M.  Leverty  re-appointed  Street 

Commissioner. 

8.  L.  H.  Wilson  and  N.  C.  Corning  were  thrown  from  their 

carriage  in  Water  street  by  the  horse  taking  fright  at  a 
passing  hand  car. 

9.  Reunion  of  the  5th  Conn.  Vol.  Kegiment  at  Riverside 

Hotel. — Couniy  meeting  of  Representatives  to  examine 
new  jail. 

10.  Town  meeting  of  voters  to  extend  the  limits  of  Bridgeport 

School  District  by  annexing  a  portion  of  the  old  South 
District. 

11.  Union  Temperance  pic-nic  at  Fryes'  Grove. 

12.  Wheeler  &  Wilson  band  excursion  to  Central  Park  on 

steamer  Sleepy  Hollow. 

13.  Miss  H.  E.  Stepliens  died,  aged  22.— Miss  Gussie  Noble 

died,  aged  24. 

14.  Steamer  Magenta  arrived  with  a  load  of  German  excur- 

sionists from  Newark,  New  Jei-sey. 

15.  John  Smith  run  over  by  the  horse  cars  near  Pacific  Iron 

Works  and  soon  after  died. 
IG.    Reunion  7th  Conn.  Vol.  Regiment  at  Meriden. 

17.  Mr.  Amos  H.  Fox  died,  aged  21. 

18.  A  party  of  the  2d  Conn.  Heavy  Artillery  left  to  visit  the 

battle-fields  in  Virginia.— Isaac  O.  Pettit  died,  aged  58. 
20.    Funeral  of  Mr.  J.  O.  Pettit  at  the  Universalist  Church.— 
■      Mary  O.  Neil  died,  aged  82. 
I    21.    Bridgeport  sharpshooters  with  the  Wheeler  &  Wilson  band 
started  on  an  excursion  to  Hartford. 

22.  August  term  of  Superior  Court  comnn-nced. 

23.  Charles  F.  I'ottcr  died,  aged  10. 

24.  Mrs.  Caroline  S.  Simons  died,  aged  75. — Mrs.  Mary  A. 

Fox  died,  aged  40.— 2d  trial  of  Peter  S.  Gillis  com- 
menced. 

25.  Excursion  Beaver  St.  INI.  E.  Sunday  Soho-d  to  Parlor  Rock. 
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27.  Geo.  C.  Glenn,  policeman,  died. — Geo.  W.  L'llommedieu 

died,  aged  37. 

28.  Coramon  Council  voted  to  purcliase  a  stone  cruslier  and 

machinery,  at  an  expense  not  to  exceed  $10,000. 

29.  Hamilton  Comraandery  Kniglits  Templar  escorted  by  the 

'Wheeler     TTilson  band,  left  for  New  Haven  to  attend 

the  annual  encampments. — Reunion  of  17th  Conn.  Vol. 

Regiment  at  Westport. 
80.    A  plank  fell  from  tlui  od  story  of  Wheeler's  new  building, 

striking  Mr.  jMoreo  on  his  arm  and  breaking  a  bone. 
31.    Hamilton  Commanuery  Kniglits  Templar  returned. 

SEPTEMBER. 

2.  W.  H.  Meyers  died,  aged  28.— Peter  S.  Gillis  sentenced  to 

seven  years  in  State's  Prison. 

3.  Large  attendance  at  the  St.  John's  Church,  services  for 

deaf  mutes,  interpreted  by  Rev.  Dr.  Gallaudet. 

4.  Mrs.  Phoebe  Ciiichester  died,  aged  72. — Mrs.  Susan  White 

died,  aged  GO. 

5.  Dr.  Gilcad  Peet  arrived  home  from  Paris. 

6.  Gillis  and  thiee  other  convicts  taken  to  the  State's  Prison. 

— Mr.  Geo.  E.  Languth  died,  aged  G5. 

7.  Two  men  and  a  boy  were  ti-hing  otf  Gregory's  Point  when 

the  boat  up--ct.  and  one  nmn  was  drowned. 

8.  Dca.  George  Sterling  died,  aged  67. 

9.  Frank  Mundry,  un  employee  of  the  ITousatonic  R.  R.  Co., 

was  instantly  kiliid  by  falling  from  the  cars  while  in  mo- 
tion near  New  Milfu'd, 

10.  Patrick  Dwyer  w.is  in-^t mfly  killed  at  Piatt's  Mill,  Water- 

bury,  by  the  breaking  of  a  guy  rope  and  letting  the  der- 
rick fall  upon  him. 

11.  Fiineral  of"  Dm.  Geo.  Sterling  at  tlie  South  Church. 

13.  AuiHial  seli(»  >1  n)> M.tii.g  at  Washington  Hall. 

14.  Wm.  S.iv.ig.',  (>t  Siiatlbnl,  wa<  drowned  by  falling  from  the 

"  Wa-^p"  at  the  new  R.  R.  bridge. 

15.  Rcuninn  11th  Conn.  Vol.  Regiment  at  Roekville. — Com- 

mrnc«  !niw]t  of  Jewish  fest^al  known  a^  Iva>li  llashana, 
or  head  of  the  year. 
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17.    A  pair  of  horses  belonging  to  M.  De  Forest,  E>q.,  took 
fright  and  ran  away ;  narrow  escape  from  great  damages. 

19.  Reunions  of  the  eighth  and  twenty-third  Caon.  Vol.  Regi- 

ment at  Norwalk. 

20.  Mrs.  John  Lewis  di{  d,  aged  65. 

21.  Concert  at  Franklin  Hall  in  aid  of  Soldiers'  Monument  fund. 

22.  Alice  McCarthy  died,  aged  68. 

24.  A  temporary  light  was  placed  in  the  tower  of  the  new  light 

house,  for  the  first  time. 

25.  St.  John's  Episcopal  Society  voted  to  purchase  the  hou^e  \ 

and  grounds  of  Mr.  Egbert  Marsh,  corner  Park  and  Fair- 
field avenues,  for  the  sum  of  S35,000. 

26.  Reunion  of  the  2d  Conn.  Heavy  Artillery,  at  TVoodbury. 

27.  David  Wakeman,  of  Green's  farms,  suddenly  died,  while 

driving  down  State  street  with  his  mother. 

28.  Fire  occurred  in  a  shed  rear  of  the  Bridgeport  Iron  Works, 

damage  small. 

29.  Mr.  Geo.  L.  Ellis  died,  aged  42.-  Mrs.  Polly  Han^ord  died, 

aged  75. — Mr.  John  W.  Munson  died. 
SO.    Annual  meeting  of  the  Bridgeport  and  Stratfield  Burial 
Association,  held  at  the  Mayor's  office. 

OCTOBER. 

1.  Funeral  of  Mr.  John  W.  Munson,  attended  by  the  Knights 

Temi)lar. 

2.  Cha-.  R.  Ilawley  fell  from  the  cars  near  Lyon  &  Curtis' 

yard  and  mangled  both  feet,  so  that  amputation  was  neces- 
sary.— Grand  opening  of  new  addition  to  the  Atlantic 
House. 

.3.    Mr.  W.  E.  Seeley's  young  child  was  seriously  injured  by 
falling  from  a  window,  15  feet  from  the  ground. 

5.  The  Ollicers  and  Directors  of  the  N.  Y.  &  N.  II.  Railroad, 

p;i-sed  over  the  road  on  a  spcciai  train.  | 

6.  Opening  of  the  New  Park  stn-ut  Churcii  to  the  pul)Hc,  with  • 

a  grand  coui^ert. — James  L.  Dowd  died,  ag'  d  5  1.  ■ 

7.  Steam  navy  launch  Witchcrart.  beloiming  to  ^lajor  I\Iallory,  , 

sold  to  the  Navy  Department. ^Mrs.  Faiuiy  Hall  dit  h 
aged  47. 
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8.  Miss  'Mtittie  Grumman  died,  aged  18. — Burstinor  of  the 
main  water  pipe  on  State,  corner  Main. — Terrible  fire  in 
Chicago. 

10.  Supreme  Court  of  Errors  commenced  a  session  of  Court. — 

11.  General  meeting  of  our  citizens  at  Lyceum  Hall,  to  con- 

tribute relief  to  Chicago  sufferers. — Committees  appointed 
— Mr.  Cj  rus  T.  Bachelder  died,  aged  40. 

12.  Chicago  Relief  Committee  at  work. — Whole  amount  raised 

about  c  15,000. 

13.  New  Light  House  in  our  harbor,  was  lighted  for  the  first 

time. — Mrs.  Margaret  Dcusraore  died,  aged  81. 

14.  Mr.  Fred.  C.  ]k)iiman  committed  suicide. — Stabbing  affray 

in  Hanson's  saloon  on  Water  street,  between  Peter  Davis 
and  Edward  Fitzgerald. 

15.  News  received  of  great  fires  in  Wisconsin.-— Mr.  Simon  A. 

Howes'  horse  escaped  from  stable  and  attempted  to  cross 
the  railroad  bridge,  where  lie  was  captured  in  a  perilous 
condition. 

16.  Concert  at  Opera  House  by  Miss  Clara  Louisa  Kellogg  and 

others. 

17.  Dedication  of  the  new  Park  street  Church,  East  District. — 

Funeral  of  Mr.  F.  C.  I*>onman,  attended  by  the  G.  A.  R. 

18.  Special  meeting  at  Washington  Hall  of  legal  voters  of  the 

BrIdg<jp>ort  School  Dir^triet,  to  alter  or  amend  school-tax. 

19.  Burglary  in  Woodbury,  uboui  $15,000  in  bonds  stolen.— 

Mr.  Young  Nichols  dic^d,  aged  75. 

20.  Rev.  Mr.  Synnoit  was  thrown  from  his  cari'iage  and  seriously 

injured. — Mr.  Francis  P.  Pardons  died,  aged  33. 

21.  Fire  at  the  store  of  R.  Bernhard,  2'Jf)  Main,  loss  about  six 

thousand  dollars. 

23.  Dr.  llubbaj-d  arrived  home  from  his  European  trip. 

24.  Special  town  meeting  at  Wa.-hiugton  Hall,  lo  laise  money 

to  pay  the  Coun;y  .uul  Siale  tax,  a;-  they  shall  become  due. 

25.  Old  poor  lu^u  e  on  William  street,  destroyed  by  lire. 

26.  Win.  D.  Cumming-,  aged  15,  was  fatally  injured  by  the  acci- 

dental dl.>c!.ar-c  of  a  gun  wiiile  out  duck  bhoolliig. — Mrs. 
Victor  J.  Buike  died,  aged  23. 

27.  A  man  named  Mif^uire,  wa>;  run  over  and  insiantly  killed 

this  .-ide  of  I)i  rby,  by  an  extra  Xaugatuck  train. 
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j  28.  Mrs.  James  McQuillan  died,  aged  43. 

I  29.  Mr.  Thomas  Long  died,  ac^ed  32. 

j  30.  Five  convict?  taken  to  the  States  Prison. 

j  31.  Funeral  of  Mi-.  Tiiomas  Long,  at  Saint  Paul's  Church.  | 

I  NOYEMBSR.  | 

I      1.    The  contract  of  the  Derby  Railroad  with  the  Naugatuck 
takes  effect.  I 
2.    Arrival  of  ten  cargoes  of  coal  in  our  harbor.  j 

4.  New  engme  ''Horace  Nichols,"  for  the  Housatonic  Rail-  ; 

road,  Vr'as  oat  on  a  trial  trip  to-day.  | 

5.  Annual  meeting  of  the  Bridgeport  IVih]^.  Association,  holden  j 

at  the  Park  street  Church.  ! 

6.  Forty-four  hundred  lettei's  mailed  at  the  post-office. —  Annual  \ 

meeting  of  the  Bridgeport  Library  Association,  for  tiie  | 
election  of  officers.  | 

7.  The  roof  of  H.  L.  Morehouse  shop,  East  Main  street,  was  | 

discovered  to  be  on  fire,  extinguished  with  slight  damage. 

8.  Mrs.  Thomas  Millington  died,  aged  55. 

9.  The  city  loan  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dol-  \ 
.  lars  was  awarded  to  the  City  Savings  Bank,  at  a  premium  j 

of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  and  accrued  interest.  \ 

10.  Mrs.  J.  Schmiermond  died,  aged  40. — Paper  mill  destroyed  ; 

by  fire  at  Seymour,  loss,  $30,000.  | 

11.  Runaway  of  one  of  the  C'ity  Bakery  teams,  horse  slightly  i 

injured,  and  wagon  fractured.  | 

12.  Fire  started  in  a  shed  adjoining  a  barn  on  Washington,  and  | 

extinguished  without  a  general  alarm.  ! 

13.  First  National  Bank  of  this  city  awai-ded  S25,000  worth  . 

New  Haven  Sewerage  bonds,  (D  101  and  27-100.  ■ 

14.  Mr.  James  S.  Utter  was  instantly  killed  by  the  express  tram  : 

at  Southport. 

15.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bradbury  died,  aged  81. 

16.  Mrs.  All  Andrews  died,  aged  55. 

17.  Meeting  of  the  legal  voiers  of  the  Union  School  District,  ■ 

for  the  purpose  of  laying  a  tax  and  hearing  a  report  of  , 

Building  Committee.  | 
19.    Arrival  in  New  York  harbor  of  the  Russian  fleet,  witli  the 

Grand  Duke  AU'xis. — iMrs.  Marinda  Hay  ward  died,  aged  , 

78.— Mr.  Wm.  Wilson  died,  aged  5L  •  *  | 
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20.  Mrs.  John  H.  Sanderson  died,  aged  52. 

21.  Reception  of  tlie  Grand  Duke  Al(?xis  in  New  York. — Impo- 

sing militaiy  and  civic  di-play,  10,000  troops  in  line. — Mr. 
Samuel  B.  Ferguson  died,  aged  75. — Mrs.  Margaret  Cum- 
mings  died,  aged  44. 

23.  New  Jail  opened  for  public  inspection,  visited  by  about  700 

persons. 

24.  Funeral  of  Mr.  S.  B.  Ferguson,  from  Christ  Church. 

25.  Special  town  meeting  at  Washington  Hall,  for  appointing 

committees  to  stake  oyster  grounds,  and  take  charge  of  the 
old  Pequoiinoek  burial  grounds. 

29.  Corner  stone  of  Trinity  iMemorial  Chapel  laid  by  the  Right 

Rev'd  Bishop  Williams,  as.->isted  by  other  clergymen. — Mr. 
Henry  Seymoiir  killed  near  the  junction  by  an  express 
train. 

30.  Thanksgiving  Day.— Mrs.  John  T.  Williams  died,  aged  46. 

DECEMBER. 

1.    Robbery  of  S2'^i00  worth  of  postage  stamps  at  the  post  office. 

3.  Bishop  WilHams  administi^'ed  tlie  rite  of  confirmation  at  St. 

John's  and  Christ  Church,  to  forty-seven  persons. — Mr. 
John  A.  Robie  died,  aged  47. 

4.  Trial  of  po>tage  stamp  thieves  before  U.  S.  Commissioner 

M.  W.  Seymour. 

5.  Inmates  of  jaii  on  Broad  street  45  in  number,  were  removed 

to  the  new  jail. —  I'arn  de-troyed  by  fire  on  Middle,  also 
brick  building  II  ?diddle.  badly  damaged. 
G.    Postage  slamj)  thirves  were  Itound  o\'er  to  the  February 
temi,  U.      District  Court. 

7.  Rt'C*'[)ti()n  of  Grand  Duke  Alf^xi'^  and  suite  in  Bridgeport. 

— Wek'omed  l<y  Governor  Jewell. — 'Visits  llie  Cartridge 
Factory,  ;i!"t«'r  which  an  i'legaut  colhition  is  provided  and 
partaken  of;  le!t  rvhout  2  oViock  V.  M.  for  Bo-ton,  after  a 
n»o-t  i  njoKihlc  visit,  (so  expressed  by  the  Boy al  visitors.) 

8.  De-triiftive  fire  on  Ka-t  M  lin  .-treet,  near  Steuben  House, 

lo-s,  $30,000.— IiiMired  about  $1 5,000.— Capt.  Stephen  T. 
^Vfoiu-o,  tlird  at  lihu-k  K-.-k  li.udit  i;<)u  e,  aged  OS. 
10.    A  thief  wa>  captured  running  away  with  a  robe  and  whip 
taken  from  Mr.  L.  B.  Vail's  carriage,  at  West  Stratford.' 
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11.  Mr.  George  Jamie?on,  at  the  liousatonic  Railroad  shop,  had  | 

his  right  hand  severely  cut  by  a  buzz-saw.  | 

12.  Opening  of  St.  John's  Church  Fair  at  Washington  Hall. —  I 

Grand  Officers  of  Connecticut  and  New  York  States  visi-  '■■ 
ted  Corinthian  Lodge.  No.  104,  F.  and  A.  M.  j 

13.  Small  barn  destroyed  by  fire  on  Middle  street,  occupied  by  I 

Mr.  A.  Reid,  as  a  stable.  j 
15.    Labor  Refcu-m  meeting  at  Franklin  Hall,  addressed  by  Mr.  i 

A.  Harrison,  and  others. 
IG.    Barn  on  Leverty  street,  destroyed  by  fire. 

17.  Mr.  Geo.  A.  Rubey's  clothing  store,  in  Water  street,  destroyed  \ 

by  fire  | 

18.  IMrs.  A.  Candee,  mother  of  the  Hon.  J.  D.  Candee,  of  Bridge-  ! 

poll,  died  at  New  Haven,  aged  83. — Dolby  Troupe,  at  the  I 
Opera  House.  | 

19.  Mr.  H.  H.  Blish  died,  aged  30.  | 

20.  Schooner  Excelsior,  from  Cold  Spring,  loaded  with  brick, 

came  in  contact  with  a  mudscow  being  towed,  and  sunk 
near  the  Beacon.- — Mrs.  Lydia  A.  Palmer  died,  aged  41. 

21.  Coldest  day  of  the  season,  thermometer  5°  below  zero. —  i 

Funeral  of  H.  H.  Blish,  at  Christ  Church,  attended  by 
the  G.  A.  R.,  and  City  Band. 

22.  Miss  KelsQy,  teacher  at  the  Prospect  street  School,  was  pre- 

sented with  a  silver  ice  pitcher  and  two  goblets,  by  her  | 
scholars,  in  Room  No.  1. 

23.  Money  drawer  of  I\Ir.  H.  F.  Hatch's  hat  store,  was  robbed 

of  about  $100.00. 

24.  Mrs.  J.  B.  Atherton  died,  aged  39.— Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Olmstead 

died. 

25.  Christmas. — Mrs.  Charlotte  H.  Staples  died,  aged  49. 

26.  A  young  man  roughly  assaulted  Geo.  Arnold,  at  the  depot. 

— Arrested  and  taken  to  the  station  house. 

27.  Executive  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa-  j 

tion  of  this  State  were  in  session  at  Bridgeport,  to-day. — 
Mrs.  Dr.  R,  Hubbard  died. 

28.  IMr.  B.  Ellis  \va-  presented  by  his  workmen  with  a  hand- 

some silver  tea  service. 

29.  IMrs.  Sarah  Norton  died,  aged  82. — Mrs.  Thos.  Burns  died, 

aged  35. 
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30.  Mr.  PZdwin  Hyde  died,  aged  35. — Police  officer  Mr.  William 

M.  Bunks,  brufall y  [i>s:iulted  on  Main  .^treet,  near  Washing- 
ton avenue.  i 

31.  Funeral  of  ]Mr.  Edwin  Hyde,  attended  by  the  Masonic  Fra-  \ 

teruity.  | 

JANUARY.  1872.  j 

2.  Mrs.  Victoria  C.  Woodhull,  lectured  at  Franklin  Hall.  j 

3.  Stale  Labor  Keform  Convention  at  Lyceum  Hall.,  to  nomi-  . 

nate  State  officers.  i 

4.  New  fire  alarm  completed,  at  a  cost  of  about  S10,000. —  : 

lylrs.  Sarah  A.  Feck  dn'd,  ag(-:d  84.  j 

5.  New  railroad  bridge  over  tht;  Housatonic  River,  tested.  ! 

6.  James  Fisk,  Jr.,  shot  by  Edward  Stoke-,  at  the  Grand  Cen-  = 

tral  Hotel,  New  York  | 
9.    Funeral  of  J.  Fisk,  .Jr..  at  New  York.  | 

10.  IMr.  Burton, of  Long  Hill,  was  thrown  fi'om  a  wagon  in  Bank  \ 

street,  and  broke  his  leg. 

11.  Knights  of  Pythias  ball,  at  Lyceum  Hall. 

12.  Mr.  Edward  L.  Hurd  died,  aged  23. 

13.  Fuueral  of  iVIr.  vS.  Booth  from  Trinity  Church,  who  was  i 

killed  in  Washington  Territory,  Dec.  8,  by  a  railroad  ac- 
cident. 

14.  Wm.  Wheeler  while  in  a  fit  of  partial  insanity,  violently 

assaulted  his  brother's  wife  with  a  flat  iron,  inflicting  i 
serious  injury.  .  | 

15.  A  bill  was  introduced  into  Congress  for  the  improvement  of 

Bridgeport  and  Westport  harbors. — Messrs.  Meeker  &  j 
Dow^d's  store,  55  Beaver  street,  was  injured  by  fire.  j 

16.  Mrs.  Corntdius  Kirtland  died.  j 

19.  _  Meeting  of  Republicat)  electors  to  choose  delegates  to  the  | 

State  convention.  •  | 

20.  S{.'veiit«  enih  auMiversary  banquet  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
j  Whe-'h  r  iSc  \Vi\<nu  M'fg  Co.,  held  at  the  Sterling  Hou>e. 

— A  small  bam  rear  2.^3  j\[ain  street  destroyed  by  fire; 
Mr.  Darby  lo  t  a  valuable  horse.  | 

21.  Bishop  Williams  visited  St.  Paul's  Church  and  confirmed  32  | 

persons.  | 
23.    The  skeleton  of  a  human  })eing  was  found  in  a  good  state  of  j 
preservation  in  the  excavation  going  on  at  the  City  Ilofel. 
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24.    Republican  State  Convention  at  Hartford. 

28.  Rev.  3Ir.  Hendrickson,  of  Waterbury,  addressed  a  large 

i  assembly  at  St.  Augustine  Church  on  th'e  subject  of 

Temperance. 

29.  Water  pipe  burst  in  Wheeler's  building  and  damaged  Mal- 

ley's  stock  of  goods. 
I    30.    Mrs.  Frank  C.  Bennett  died,  aged  20. 
;    ol.    Daly's  comedy  of  Divorce  at  the  Opera  House. 

FEBRUARY. 

1.  New  fire  alarm  adopted  by  the  city. 

2.  Examinatio.i  at  Atlantic  House  of  applicants  for  the  "West 

Point  cadet-hip,  to  be  appointed  by  Hon.  W.  H.  Barnum. 

3.  Violent  snow  storm,  most  severe  of  the  season. 

4.  A  beautiful  auroral  display  observed. 

5.  Common  Council  voted  to  build  a  new  bridge  on  the  site  of 

Noble's  bridge  at  a  cost  of  froni  $12,000  to  $15,000.— 
Miss  Ida  M.  Smith  died,  aged  23. 

6.  Jury  rendered  a  verdict  in  the  "Weed  will  case,  sustaining 

the  appeal  of  Mary  Weed  from  Probate  Court  at  Stam- 
ford.— Democratic  State  Convention  at  Hartford. 

7.  Town  meeting  at  Washington  Hall  to  consider  Washington 

bridge  matters. 

8.  Mr.  Peter  Mulligan  died,  aged  54. 

10.  A  barn  belonging  to  Keating  &  Cullinan  was  destroyed  by 

fire ;  a  valuable  horse  seriously  injured. 

11.  Mr.  L.  Papanti,  formerly  of  thi-  city,  was  scalded  nearly  to 

death  at  New  Haven  by  his  insane  wife. 

12.  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Porter  died,  aged  Do. 

13.  Mr.  Isaac  De  Forest  died,  aged  74.— Mrs.  W.  H.  Thomp- 

son died,  aged  30. 

14.  Mr.  Ezra  Kirtland  died,  aged  71. — St.  Valentine's  Day. 

I  15.  Fire  ill  .-tort-  and  printing  ollice,  corner  State  and  W  ater 
I  street. 

16.  O.  iiened-ict  &  Co.'s  iiat  factory  at  Ib-thel  desiroyed  by  tire; 
lo.-s,  8250,000. —  Break-down  of  stats  at  I'raii's  Equine 
Academy. 

i    18.    Annual  mi.-sienaiy  eoneert  of  th<'  Washington  Eark  M.  E. 
Church  held;  (.ontribution>  amounted  to  >1')0. 
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19.  Robert  Morris,  LL.D.,  lectured  on  Freemasonry  and  the 

Holy  Land  at  Ma-onic  Hall. 

20.  -Annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  Naugatuck  R.'R.  Co. — 

Annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  Bridgeport  Steamboat 
Co. — Eliza  F.  Hull  died,  aged  42. — Mr.  Joshua  Lord 
died,  aged  71. 

21.  There  was  a  lively  runaway,  resulting  in  a  general  smash- 

up  on  East  -Main  street. 

22.  Sedgwick  Guard  promenade  concert  and  ball  at  Franklin 

Hall. 

23.  Annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Housatonic  R.  R. 

— -Mrs.  Anna  C.  Deniger  died,  aged  42. 

24.  Russell  Tomlinson,  Esq.,  appointed  County  Commissioner, 

to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Joshua 
Lord. 

25.  Robert  Morris,  LL.D.,  addressed  the  children  of  the  Sun- 

day Schools,  at  Franklin  Hall,  on  the  Holy  Land. 

26.  Town  and  city  meetings  at  Washington  Hall  to  levy  a  tax. 

27.  Mrs.  Amanda  Butts  died,  aged  43. 

28.  J.  M.  Spiedel  nominated  for  Sheriff  by  the  Republican 

County  Convention  at  Norwalk. 

29.  The  old  wooden  block  on  Main  street,  owned  by  Elisha 

Hul)bell,  destroyed  by  fire. — Seven  convicts  taken  to  the 
State  Prison. 

MARCH. 

1.    Franklin  Telegraph  Co.  commenced  operations  to-day  at  1 
new  office  in  Standard  building. 

3.  Mr.  George  Burroughs  died,  aged  o8. 

4.  Rac<-  at  the  depot  between  Otlicer  Arnold  and  a  pickpocket; 

Arnold  sncc»'ssful  in  caj)turing  him.  j 

5.  Col.  G.  l^oomi-,  of  the  II.  S,  [?cgulai'  xVriny,  died  at  Stratford.  I 

— Town  meeting  at  "Wa-  hington  Hall  to  hear  report  of  com- 
miitee  aj)[»oiiited  on  AV^'a^hington  bridge,  and  j)ass  resolu-  , 
tions.  I 

6.  Mr.  C.  P.  Spc.ncer  had  one  of  his  lingers  cut  olf  by  a  planer 

at  Gould  Bros.  Sho{).  i 

7.  Jaraes  Levy  was  taken  to  the  in>ane  retreat  at  Providence 

in  charge  of  Clii^-f  Marshal  and  Dr.  Lewis. 
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8.    Wood  house  adjoining  J.  W.  Hincks'  barn  was  destroved  by  ' 
fire.  I 

10.  Mr.  Geo.  C.  Dunbar  died  at  Stratford,  aged  "48.  j 

11.  Mr.  Eugene  Wordin  was  shot  through  the  arm  by  mistake 
by  a  colored  man  employed  on  the  premises,  each  mistak-  ] 
iag  the  other  for  robbers  who  had  been  at  work  in  the  j 
hennery.  .  j 

12.  Lecture  on  Woman  Suflrage  at  Franklin  Hall,  by  Isabella  | 
Beecher  Hooker. 

13.  A  number  of  Scotchmen  formed  themselves  into  an  organi- 
zation to  be  known  as  the  Bridgeport  Caledonia  Club. — 
Mr.  Matthew  Lynch  died,  aged  65. 

H.    Mr.  Richard  Anderson  died,  aged  89. 

15.    Mr.  D,  W.  Dexter  died,  aged  65. — Dedication  of  a  new 
chapel  on  Stratford  avenue, 
j    16.    The  joiner  shop  of  Vanstone  &  Burns  destroyed  by  fire ; 
I  loss  about  $3,500 ;  insured,  ^?1,500. 

I    17.    Rev.  John  Parker  preached  at  Beaver  street  M.  E.  Church; 
about  S4,000  subscribed  to  meet  the  current  debt. 

18.  Celebration  of  St.  Patrick's  Day. 

19.  Mr.  Stephen  Silliman  died,  aged  TO. 

20.  The  row  of  wooden  buildings  foot  of  Gold  street  were  total- 

ly destroyed  by  tire.— The  signal  tower  at  the  junction  of 
the  Naugatuck  and  N.  IL  R.  R.  blew  over  and  became  a 
perfect  wreck. 

I  21.  An  attempt  made  to  burn  the  wood  and  coal  sheds  of 
i  Messrs.  Wilson  &  Morehouse. — Union  Reform  Temper- 

I       "      ance  Convention  held  at  Franklin  Hall. 
!    22.    A  man  with  a  horse  and  wagon  tried  to  cross  the  track  at 
Stratford  in  front  of  an  approaching  train ;  horse  and 
j    ,  wagon  utterly  demolished;  man  escaped  by  jumping  from 

I  his  wagon. 

24.  Mr.  Edward  M.  Doteii  died,  aged  26.— :Mr.  Isaac  Blake 

died,  aged  79. 

25.  Mr.  Wm.  Roberts  di^nl,  ;i-od  83.— A  little  child  of  :\rr.  C. 

H.  Bennett  accideutally  fell  into  a  vessel  of  hot  water  and 
was  fatally  scalded. 

26.  Mr.  Stephen  Tomlinson  died,  a.LT^l  08.— House  of  E.  W 

Jones,  Esq.,  Broad  .-treet,  burglarized. 
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27.  Emma  Young  died,  aged  35. — Good  sleighing. 

28.  Union   Reform  Temperance  meeting  at  Franklin  Hall ; 

Hon.  John  li.  Rusjl'II,  of  Michigan,  speaker. — A'  bullet 
was  shot  through  the  window  of  J.  Sheehan's  house  on 
Frank  street. 

29.  Fa  t  day. 

30.  Kepnhliean  meeting  at  Franklin  Hall;  speeches  by  Hon. 

O.  S.  Ferry  and  othei's  — One  of  Hubbell  &  Jones'  coal 
bins  gave  way,  letting  about  100  tons  of  coal  into  the 
dock. 

APRIL. 

1.  P^lection  day. — Mr.  .James  Fryer  accidentally  shot  himself 

while  out  gunning,  killing  him  instantly.— -Mr.  Frederick 
VVel.^ch  died,  aged  28. 

2.  One  of  Mr.  Leroy  Ijarnum's  men  accidentally  thrown  from 

liis  wagon  on  Main  street  and  broke  his  leg. — Prof.  S.  B. 
Morse,  inventor  of  the  telegraph  system,  died  at  New 
York. 

3.  Funeral  of  James  Fryer,  attended  by  the  Order  of  Hiber- 

nians, and  Wheeler  &  Wilson  band. 

4.  The  new  bell  for  the  North  Church  was  raised  to  the  belfry 

and  put  in  phice. 
0.    Mi-s  Lucretia  Deets  died,  aged  31. 

G.    The  old  01m>tead  place,  including  furniture,  on  North  ave 

niH.^,  totally  destroyed  by  lire. — The  clothing  store  of  M. 

Bauer,  388  Main  street,  burglarized. 
7.    Funr-ral  of  I\Ii.ss  Deet  at  the  Park  Street  Congregational 

Churcli,  attended  by  the  temperance   organization,  of 

w  hich  she  was  a  member, 
i^.    Pejer  Sematis'  horse  and  wagon  badly  injured  by  being  run 

into  by  the  switch  engine  B.  Soules. 
1'.    Me-  ting  of  the  North  Church  Society,  and  voted  lo  give  a  | 

cnl)  lo  ilie  Kev.  C.  Uay  Palmer,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  at  a  sal-  j 

ary  uf  ^:),'>00  and  ])arsonage.  | 
P'.     C\):nmrncement  uf  the  N.  Y.  Fa-t  Conference  at  the  Fast 

Bridgeport  M.  F.  Church.— Mrs.  Sam'l  W.  flough  died, 

n.    Mr.  .Ji.hi,  W.  i]eard.Jcy  died,  aged  72. 
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12.  A  collision  occurred  on  the  Housatonic  R.  R.,  near  Mer- 
winsville,  between  two  passenger  engines  ;  no  one  serious- 
ly hurt.  ,  i 

14.  All  the  pulpits  in  town,  except  the  Episcopal,  were  occu- 

pied to-day  by  Methodist  clergymen  attending  the  Con-  . 
ference. — Mrs.  Naomi  Peck  died,  aged  73.  \ 

15.  Mr.  Harry  Buckley  dietl,  aged  83.  ! 

16.  Engine  Litchfield,  attached  to  the  early  morning  train  on 

the  Naugatuck  Road,  broke  down  in  Ea^t  Bi-idgeport. 

17.  Dr.  E.  B.  Middh'brook  assaulted  W.  K.  Seeley,  Esq.,  in  the 

Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

18.  New  Haven  Light  Gaard  visited  Bridgeport  and  were  the 

guests  of  the  Sedgwick  Guard.  \ 

19.  Engine  David  Leavitt  and  tender  on  the  Housatonic  pas- 

senger  train  was  thrown  from  the  track  near  Lyon  &  Cur- 
tis's  yard. 

20.  ^Iis.  Ann  Leavy  died,  aged  55. — Mr.  Benjamin  A.  Clark 

died,  aged  52.  ! 

21.  Annie  Healey,  aged  12  years,  was  fatally  burned  by  her  ' 

dress  taking  fire  from  the  stove.  | 

22.  Mr.  Thomas  Lynch  died,  aged  46.  \ 

23.  Mr.  Joseph  McKinney  died,  aged  29. — Schooner  Sarah 

Elizabeti),  lying  at  the  Housatonic  dock,  had  her  sides 
stove  in  and  immediately  sunk,  by  being  struck  by  a  canal 
boat  loaded  with  coal  passing  by.  i 

24.  A  brilliant  meteor  seen  in  the  heavens  between  6  and  7 

o'clock,  P.  M.  I 
25..    Mr.  Stephen  T.  Allen  died,  aged  42.  ! 

26.  Mrs.  Sherman  convicted  of  murder  in  the  second  degi'ee  at 

New  Haven. 

27.  An  unsuccessful  attempt  made  to  burn  Bostwick's  fish  mar- 

ket on  Water  street.  ■  i 

28.  Mr.  John  H.  Fitcli,  formerly  of  Bridgeport,  died  at  Hobo- 

ken,  aged  23. 

29.  Miss  Emma  Cody  died,  aged  1 C.  .  | 
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Government  of  the  United  States. 

SALARY. 


President. — Ulysses  vS.  Grant,  of  Illinois,       -          -  .          .  $25,000 

Vice-President  —Schuyler  Culfux,  of  Indiana,     -          -  -  8,000 

Secretarj  of  State. — HaTnilton  Fi.-li,  of  New  York,      -  -          .  8,000 

Sea-etari/ of  Tnasti.'  !/. — Gvo.  S.  l>oar\vell,  of  ]Mass.,  -  -  8,000 
iSea'etar</ of  War. — ^ynl.  \V.  ]'.olkna[!,  of  Iowa,        ...  8.000 

Secretary  of  Naini. — Geo.  M.  Kubi'>on,  of  New  Jersey,    -  -  8,000 

Secretari/ of  Int'  i  ior. — Cohunhu^  1  )elano,  of  Ohio,     -  -          -  8,000 

Postmaster  Gc/ieral.—  J(jhn  A.  .).  GroswcU,  of  Marvland,  -           8  000 

Attorney  General. — Gcoige  Ik  Will i;uii-^,  of  Oregon,  -  -          -  8,000 

Commisdoner  of  Patch  Is. — .M.  1).  IvC^  ^cei  t,            ...  8,000 

Commissioner  of  P,  /isi'ms.---,]a\a'.  <,  II.  IJaker,  -          -  -          .      2  500 

Com'r  of  Internal  Revenue. — J.  W.  Dou^-las,        -          -  -  2,500 

Comptroller  of  Currencij. — Jolm  J.  Iviiox,       -          -  .          .  2,500 


Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  i 

i 

CHIEF  JUSTICE.       -  "  '  i 

! 

Salmon  P.  Chase,  of  Ohio,  Salary,  .$8,500.  j 

JUDGES — SALAKY  EACH  $G,000.  j 

Samuel  Nelson,  New  York. 

William  M.  Strong:,  .....       Pennsylvania.  ■ 

Nathan  Ciitlbrd,  ......  'jMaine.  , 

Noah  II.  Swayiie,  Ohio.  \ 

David  Davis,      -  Illinois,  i 

Samuel  F.  ^liller,    -  -  -  -  -  ...  Iowa. 

Stephen  J.  Field,  ......  California. 

Joseph  P.  IJradlev,  .....         New  Jersey.  . 

Clerk.— I}.  W.  M'iddl-ton.  '  i 

Marshal— R.  C.  Par.sons.  \ 


United  States  Circuit  and  District  Courts  in  Connecticut. 

Si;PHi,.MK  CeuiuT  Ciicci  IT  JrixiK. — Samuel  Nelson,  Cooiiei-stown,  N.  Y. 

Circnir  Jnd-e— L.'vv;-  Ik  W. =..•!,  .ni',  kifrl,ti,dd. 
Di^tri'  1  .Ind-.-— \Vi!;:  m-  k-.     :.  :.:ii.iu,  iJ:urtor<l 
DL^lrk't  Cirik  — k-i.  ;i  i',  Wk.l;'.,  !  i  aril. .id. 
Disirk't  Atr..:;it  v — d.  (  ..i:  !>,  Si.iud'onl. 
.Mar>h.»l— P.-t.T  Ik  ('.•.•11.  N-u-  Jkn.-ti. 

D/jiwis  M ': Iw:;';  1.  k.  Mun.i,  lirid-cport ;  Westell  lviiss<'ll,  Ikirt- 
ford;  Neii.  niiidi  Ik  Vd\w.  N^.  w  kMn.inn. 

Coiiimk-iuii  r  I'f  Ik  S.  (  ("diii  t — Morris  W.  Si-ymour,  l>ridi>:cporr. 

F-'-ivtr.rs  nmf  r  lI.iiKri  .;  I  ..tw  — I  >t  ( 'on.  l)i<f .,  John  I  looker,  of  1  kin  I'orl. 
2d,  F.  Jv.  kiotvr,  (A  N.  v,  I!  ivoa  ;  .'id,  Kohen  Coit,  Jr.,  of  New  London;  4th 
W.  K.  Socle V,  ofklJriduvj.oi  i. 
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OFEIOEES  OF  THE  BOARD  OE  TRADE, 

OF  THE 

CITY  OF  BRIDGEPORT,  CONN. 


PRESIDENT. 

DAVID  M.  READ. 

YICE  PRESIDEXTS. 

NATHANIEL  WHEELER,    P.  T.  BARNUM, 
JARRATT  MORFORD,        EDMUND  V.  HAWES, 
GEORGE  MALLORY. 

SECRETARY. 

T.  R.  CRUTTENDEN. 

TREASURER. 

THOMAS  L.  WATSON. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

ROBERT  T.  CLARKE,  NATHANIEL  WHEELER, 
JAMES  STAPLES,  DAVID  W.  SHERWOOD, 

MORRIS  W.  SEYMOUR. 

DIRECTORS. 

ROBERT  T.  CLARKE,        B.  SOULES, 
N.  AVHEELER,  M.  W.  SEYMOUR, 

J.  MORFORD,  D.  W.  SHERWOOD, 

K.  V.  HAWES,  C.  B.  HOTCHKLSS, 

19 
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HANFORD  LrON, 
P.  T.  BAllNUM, 
J.  D.  ALVORD, 
JAMES  STAPLES, 
GEORGE  MALLORV, 

D.  M.  READ, 
WM.  H.  NOBLE, 
FREDERICK  HURD, 
S.  C.  KINGMAN, 

E.  S.  BURNHAM, 
CHARLES  HOUGH, 
E.  G.  Vv^ESTCOTT, 


S.  W.  BALDWIN, 
R.  KOST, 
Z.  GOODSELL, 
G.  W.  BACON, 
W.  H.  WESSELS, 
S.  0.  NICKERSON, 
E.  PARMLY, 
N.  BUCKINGHAM, 
A.  C.  HOBBS, 
E.  L.  GAYLORD, 
R.  B.  LACEY, 
N.  G.  MILLER. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


F.  HURD, 

D.  H.  TERRY, 


ON  BY-LAWS. 

M.  W.  SEYMOUR, 
H.  T.  SHELTON. 


INVENTIONS   AND  MECHANICS. 


GEO.  W.  BACON 
E.  L.  GAYLORD, 


C.  A.  READ, 
C.  BLAKESLEY, 
F.  B.  SECOR. 


R.  B.  LACEY, 
J.  MORFORD, 
W.  H.  NOBLE, 


PRINTING. 

T.  R.  CRUTTENDEN, 
W.  H.  ADAMS, 
M.  W.  SEYMOUR. 


Prelimmary  mecting-.s  were  held  in  December,  1S74,  with  a  view 
to  the  ort]i^anization  of  a  Board  of  Trade. 

Thet^e  nieetiiii^'s  were  attended  by  representative  men,  who  took 
a  dec])  interest  in  the  nuifter  as  havin<^  an  important  beai'ing  upon 
the  future  prosperity  of  our  city,  and  resulted  in  combining  sutH- 
cient  iritrenirtli  and  interest  to  wanant  the  hohliug  of  the  fns?t 
annual  meeting  for  organization,  Jaiiuary  15th,  1S75. 
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At  this  and  subsequent  adjourned  meetings  of  the  Board  and  of 
the  Directors,  proper  officers  and  committees  were  appointed,  a 
code  of  by-laws  enacted,  and  all  the  an-angements  made  that  could 
be,  under  the  circumstances,  to  start  out  on  a  vigorous  and  efficient 
career,  with  a  total  membership  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

The  list  of  officers  and  committees  of  the  Board  for  1875  was 
given  in  the    Municipal  Register  "  of  last  year. 

During  the  year  the  organization  has  not  been  asleep.  The 
Directors  and  committees  have  held  numerous  meetings  and  con- 
sultations, and  much  real  work  has  been  accomplished. 

Results  of  such  work  are  not  always  apparent  on  the  surface. 
The  following  reports  and  statements  made  at  the  annual  meeting 
January  12th,  1876,  give  gratifying  evidence,  however,  of  real, 
tangible  success, 

BY  THE   PRESEDEXT,  BOls.  E.  T.  CLAEKE. 

Gentlemen  :--It  seems  to  me  proper,  at  this,  the  first  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Bridgeport,  to  make  a  short 
statement  of  the  reasons  for  its  organization,  and  the  claim  it  has 
upon  our  citizens  for  their  active  cooperation.  I  begin  by  refemug 
to  the  fact — a  common  and  well-known  fact  enough — that  business 
men  and  manufacturing  establishments  do  not  always  stay  in  the 
town  where  they  were  born.  They  change  their  place  of  residence 
and  business.  Various  causes  conspire  to  produce  these  changes. 
One  is  the  advantages  of  the  city  over  the  country,  in  a  business 
point  of  view.  Another,  which  gives  such  a  city  as  ours  an  ad- 
vantage over  cities  in  the  interior,  is  facilities  for  transportatitui. 
Men  pm-posing  a  change  of  location  are  earnestly  making  inquiries 
here  and  there.  They  compare  one  city  with  another.  They  tind 
.out  all  they  can  about  each  one,  about  its  churches  and  schools,  its 
standing  in  morals  aiul  cultm^e,  its  public  spirit,  its  social  attrac- 
tions, its  rate  of  growth,  its  probable  future. 

We  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  had  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century  men  of  prominence  and  infliiencCj  ready  to  answer  such 
inquiries  in  a  way  to  help  the  building  up  of  Bridgeport.  We 
have  many  such  men  to-day ;  men  who  desire  to  have  this  city 
increase  and  pn>sper.  Now,  the  Boafd  of  Trade  is  au  institution 
which  can  bring  these  public-spirited  men  together,  combining  tlieir 
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influence,  furnishing  information  one  to  another  of  new  opportuni- 
ties for  the  city's  welfare.  This  Board  of  Trade  is  a  place  for 
mutual  consultation  and  suggestion.  By  means  of  it,  we  are  likely 
to  come  to  the  wisest  conclusions,  and  not  only  that,  but  to  unity 
in  our  conclusions  and  our  a'^tiou.  And  this  is  only  one  side  of  the 
case.  On  the  other  side,  this  Board  of  Trade  is  a  known  and 
recognized  place  at  whicli  a  stranger  can  make  inquiries.  He  is 
not  at  a  loss  of  whom  to  ask  questions,  or  where  he  may  make  his 
wishes  and  plans  known,  aud  does  not  pass  Bridgeport  by  in  con- 
sequence of  his  peqdexity  on  this  account.  And  besides,  the 
information  which  he  receives  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  the 
suggestions  which  he  may  hear  there,  or  the  inducements  which 
may  there  be  made  to  him,  will  have  a  weight  which  those  of  a 
single  individual  could  not  have.  In  a  word,  the  Board  of  Trade 
is  only  an  illustration  of  the  principle  that  there  is  power  in  system 
and  concentration  ;  that  men  can  do  more  when  acting  together 
with  a  definite  purpose  and  a  definite  plan,  tlian  when  acting  singly 
and,  so  to  speak,  chaotically. 

If  this  were  only  a  theory,  it  would  be  undoubtedly  safe  and 
reasonable  to  act  upon  it.  But  this  is  not  by  any  means  the  first 
Board  of  Trade.  In  other  cities  they  have  for  many  years  proved 
their  usefulness.  And  our  own,  though  it  has  been  in  existence 
but  little  more  than  a  year,  is  quite  willing  to  be  judged  by  its 
fruits.  Let  any  one  look  fairly  at  what  it  has  done,  and  he  will  be 
satisfied  that  it  is  a  most  valuable  organization.  Bridgeport  has 
gained  within  a  year  some  very  important  accessions.  Notwith- 
standing the  general  financial  depression,  and  notwithstanding 
a  stagnation  of  affairs  in  most  cities,  Bridgeport  has  received  addi- 
tions to  its  wealth,  its  popuhition,  its  reputation  as  a  manufacturing 
and  business  center,  which  make  the  past  year  a  memorable  one 
in  its  history,  and  for  a  large  sliare  in  this  haj)py  result,  the  Boar<l 
nf  Trade  may  justly  claim  the  thanks  of  <->ur  citizens. 

Let  me  vsay  further  that  tliis  is  but  the  beginning  of  its  good 
work.  It  lias  in  hand  at  t]iv  present  time  some  enterpiises  from 
which  the  city,  we  trust,  will  yet  hear  favorably.  And  there 
is  hardly  any  limit  to  what  is  in  its  power  to  accomplish.  Bridge- 
port has  unusual  advantages.  Its  very  locatitui  contributes  matc- 
nally  toits  attraf^tioiK.     It  haslx^auty  of  situation  and  siuToundings. 
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1 18  railroad  and  water  coinmimications  are  mucli  in  its  favor.  It 
is  within  easy  reach  of  our  commercial  metropolis.  It  can  increase 
rapidly  in  wealth,  population  and  importance.  To  thi?  end  let  all 
our  citizens  combine  their  efforts.  Let  us  go  on  to  make  the 
Board  of  Trade  more  complete  in  its  organization  and  more  effect- 
ive in  its  work.  It  has  already  proved  itself  worthy  of  general 
confidence  and  co-operation.  Let  it  have  these,  and  without  any 
doubt  the  pui-pose  with  which  it  l)egan  will  be  amply  fulfilled. 

REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  Conunittee  appointed  January  15th,  1875,  Avere  very  soon 
chilled  upon  to  meet  and  correspond  with  diflerent  parties  in  regard 
to  their  locating  in  our  city.  Early  in  the  year  our  attention  was 
called  to  the  type-setting  machine  of  Jas.  W.  Page,  which  Avas 
brought  here  at  the  expense  of  the  Board,  and  its  manufacture 
undertaken  by  one  of  our  esteemed  members,  Mr.  Gaylord.  On 
June  4th,  we  held  oui'  first  meeting  in  reference  to  the  Sharp's 
Rifle  Company.  After  several  subsequent  meecings  of  your  Com- 
mittee and  some  hard  work  by  its  members,  as  well  as  by 
other  members  of  the  Board,  negotiations  were  entered  into,  the 
result  of  which  is  w  ell  known  to  all.  Through  the  eflbrts  of  the 
Board,  several  small  but  important  enterprises  have  been  started 
in  our  midst.  We  feel  that  what  we  have  thus  far  accomplished  will 
not  show  alone  in  the  splendid  mills  now  in  process  of  erection, 
hut^does  now,  and  will  in  the  future,  show  in  being  an  advertise- 
ment of  the  superior  advantages  of  our  city  as  a  manufacturing 
h)cality. 

The  fact  that  the  Sharp's  Kifie  Company,  the  Lock  Company, 
tlie  Fire  Engine  Company,  Holden  &  Reiner  and  many  others 
liave  come  to  us  this  year,  your  Conmiittee  believe  will  be  the 
••ausc  in  itself  of  inducing  many  more  to  come  and  do  likewise. 
We  urgently  recommend  that  the  citizens  shouhl  not  allow  the 
ardor  in  this  direction  to  cool  one  jot  or  tittle,  but  all  join  the 
Hoard  of  Trade  ^uid  thereby  keep  funds  in  the  treasury  i^nd  life  in 
its  meetings.  Your  Committee  think  it  proper  to  mention  also  at 
JHIs  time  that  our  old  established  mauutactories,  uj)on  who.^e  d\>- 
hursements  we  have  lived  in  the  j>ast,  are  all  reported  to  be  in 


4 


294 


good  condition  and  business  on  the  gain ;  and  that  through  the 
efforts  of  this  Board  some  of  them  have  received  additions  to  their 
capital  stocks,  enabling  tbem  to  increase  their  product  and  thereby 
employ  more  labor.  Having  heard  it  remarked  that  it  was  all  very 
well  to  encourage  new  concerns  to  locate  here  and  help  them,  but  why 
:  not  help  to  build  up  those  already  here,  we  would  suggest  that  it 
should  be  distinctly  understood  that  the  latter  is  as  much  the 
object  of  this  Board  as  the  foniier. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  M.  Read, 
N.  Wheelee, 
James  Staples, 
D.  W.  Shektvood, 
\  M.  W.  Seymottr. 

The  Treasurer,  ^Ir.  T.  L.  Watson,  submitted  his  report,  showing 

,  a  handsome  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Board.    The  Secretary's 

report  showed  the  number  of  members,  number  of  meetings  held 

'  during  the  year  and  other  statistics.    These  several  reports  were 

;  all  accepted. 

I 
i 


FIRST  AXXUAL  DINNER. 

i   

1 

The  tirst  annual  dinner  of  the  Board  of  Trade  was  held  at  the 
j  Sterling  House,  Wednesday  evening,  Febniary  23d,  1S76.  About 
\  one  hundred  persons  sat  at  table, 
i      Grace  was  said  by  Kev.  Eaton  W.  ^faxcy. 

At  tljc  cl(»s<'  ot"  tlie  repast  toasts  and  sjieeches  were  in  order. 

Sl'KKClI    OF    I»KESTI)ENr    D.    M.  KKA1>. 

"  (jrentlemcn  of  (he  Hoard  of  Trade : — Looking  back  over  the  })as(. 
the  vast  accumulation  of  years  is  f(»rmed  into  the  hill  and  j)lain. 
1  mountain  and  valhy  in  their  relative  iu»portance  in  the  world's 
progress,  there  being  tliose  that  stand  out  bcddly,  ni'^ioitain  high  in 
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tiffcat  deeds  and  accoinplishmeiite?,  while  others  rise  above  the 
common  level  through  the  reci^-d  of  one  event  of  some  moment, 
otliers  sinking  into  the  valley  out  of  sight  and  out  of  mind.  Years 
may  come  and  years  may  go  without  leaving  one  sentence  upon 
the  pages  of  history,  while  others  till  volumes  with  brilliancies.  Ir 
is  not  that  the  four  seasons  have  passed  as  other  four  seasons  havt^ 
passed  before,  that  a  year  is  to  be  remembered,  but  it  is  what  has 
been  accomplished  in  that  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  revolutions 
of  the  earth.  It  is  for  us  to-night  to  look  back  over  the  past  score 
of  years,  which  is  within  the  memory  of  most  of  us,  and  see  what 
hiis  been  accomplir^hed ;  to  look  about  us  now  and  see  what  can 
be  accomplished  in  this  present ;  and  then  to  look  forward,  (bon-ow- 
ing  light  from  the  past)  and  judge  what  may  be  accomplished  by 
united  efforts  in  the  future.  As  we  scan  the  past  of  our  beloved 
city,  there  are  years  which  stand  forth  prominently  as  the  years  in 
which  something  has  been  done  for  the  advancement  of  our  inter- 
ests. Such  was  the  year  in  which  P.  T.  Barnum  and  Wm.  H. 
Noble  carried  out  the  idea  of  making  a  city  of  what  is  now  our 
eastern  district.  Such  another  was  when  the  Wheeler  &  Wilson 
Company  located  amongst  us,  which  gave  us  capital,  enterprise, 
talent  and  a  will  p^wer  that  has  forced  us  to  progress  in  spite  of 
ourselves.  So  when  the  Com't  House  and  jail  were  removed  here, 
the  years  water  and  gas  were  introduced,  and  others  when  the 
Howe  Company,  the  Brass  Company,  the  Sanfords,  the  adding 
to  our  borders  by  the  annexation  of  a  portion  of  Fairfield,  the 
hiying  out  of  the  two  broad  avenues  on  either  side  of  our  railroads, 
and  I  may  add  the  years  that  through  the  energy  of  our  enter}^>ris- 
ing  builders,  have  seen  blocks  of  fine  dwellings  erected  that  add 
to  the  beauty  and  wealth  of  our  city,  and  other,  to  us,  great  events 
too  numerous  to  mention.  As  you  will  see,  gentlemen,  there  has 
V)een  much  accomplished  in  the  past  by  individual  entei-prise  and 
s[)irit.  The  organization  of  this  Board  was  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
hining  and  making  this  a  puUic  enterprise  and  showing  puUic 
spirit,  and  so  that  all  may  help  to  bring  about  ends  for  our  mutual 
i;i)od  which  have  heretofore  devolv(>d  upon  a  few,  and  perhaj's 
more  upon  the  gentlemen  upon  my  right  and  left  than  on  any 
"thers,  the  (me  always  right  and  the  othec  never  to  be  left  beliind 
in  enterprise,  although  in  this  connection  1  can  but  mention  out- 
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(wlio  necessarily  absent  tliroui^-L  illness)  might  be  termed  the  staple 
engineer  of  our  success,  alw  ays  ready  ^\  itli  open  anns  (and  coun- 
tenance) to  receive  inquiring  ones  aiul  sliow  up  our  peculiar  advan- 
tages to  advantage. 

"  The  "work  done  in  the  past  and  what  has  been  accomplished 
either  by  this  body  or  through  the  eHbils  of  its  individual  mem- 
bers, it  is  perhaps  unnecessary  and  would  be  iinpolitic  to  state, 
even  if  our  native  modesty  M  ould  allow ;  and  really,  through  the 
entei'prise  of  our  friends  of  the  quill  and  ty})e,  the  public  are  already 
pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  facts,  and  ouj'  new  friends,  Messrs. 
Wescott,  Miller  and  others,  have  recently  erected  some  very  hand- 
some (and  unlike  most  others)  useful  monuments  to  our  memory, 
although  ^\e  propose  to  sIio\\-  we  are  not  dead  nor  sleeping. 

"The  present,  gentlemen,  is  here.    We  have  come  together  this 
evening  socially^  to  compare  notes.    (I  hope  all  the  notes  issued 
here  may  be  endorsed  by  the  public.)    I  trust  that  gentlemen 
\       will  express  their  views  as  to  what  should,  can  and  will  be  done 
I        for  the  gi'catest  good  to  the  greatest  number  in  our  lovely  city  by 
[       the  Seaside  Park. 

j  "  With  a  few  suggestions  which  occur  to  me  in  regard  to  what  can 

\        be  done  in  the  future,  1  ^\■ill  give  way  to  those  who  are  better 

I        able  to  make  your  duty  plain.    I  would  respectfully  call  attention 

I        to  the  advantage  it  would  l)e  to  us  to  have  the  facilities  for  getting 

I        to  our  city  from  any  point  from  which  we  should  naturally  draw 

I  trade,  easier  or  as  easv,  and  the  fare  less  than  to  anv  other 
i  .  ... 

\  business  center,  which  I  believe  is  not  the  case  at  present,  and  the 
.!  accomplishment  of  which  object,  I  think  would  come  within  the 
1        range  of  our  duties. 

I  I  think  attention  should  be  given  to  the  making  up  of  our 

j  gi-and  li-st.  This  is  a  matter  which  maybe  o])en  to  discussion,  but 
which  I  think  is  at  least  worthy  of  that  in  our  Board.  I  think  it 
comes  wiihin  the  pmviTice  of  this  lh>ard  to  endeavor,  by  resolnticn 
and  petition,  to  have  proper  municii)al  laws  enacted  where  they 
bear  dirertly  upon  manufacturing  and  mercantile  interests  and 
taxation.  (1  have  an  inq)ortant  instance  of  this  matter  now  in 
mind  which  I  propose  to  lay  before  you  at  our  next  meeting.) 
There  are  many  tliint^'s  of  various  kinds  which  to  my  mind  come 
within  the  scope  of  tliis  institution,  to  which  I  would  like  to  e;ijl 
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attentiou  had  I  the  tune,  and  which  I  hope  to  hear  spoken  of,  yea, 
carried  out,  if  all  present  will  make  up  their  minds  to-night  that  when 
they  see  that  little  notice,  ^  ]\[eeting  of  the  Board  of  Trade,'  they 
will  attend  and  add  their  influence  and  a  liitle  of  their  time 
to  advance  the  interests  of  our  beautiful,  homelike  city,  that  can 
boast  of  its  beautiful  park,  its  churches  and  its  manufactories,  etc. 

''Again,  I  say  there  are  but  few,  comparatively,  of  the  years  that 
pass  over  our  heads  that  w  e  can  make  tell ;  let  this  be  one  of 
them,  and  let  every  citizen  feel  that  it  is  his  bounden  duty  (and 
pleasure  also)  to  see  that  he  has  done  something  to  advance 
our  mutual  interests." 

The  speech  of  the  president  was  followed  by  speeches  from 
Mayor  Barnum,  Ex-Mayors  Morford  and  Clarke,  after  which 
^[orris  W.  Seymour,  Esq.,  responded  to  the  toast,  Our  Laws  and 
the  Legal  Profession,"  as  follows  : 

"  Whether  the  profession  to  which  1  belong  deserves  the  reputa- 
tion which  they  possess  of  being  the  most  modest  members  of  the 
community  or  not,  one  thing  is  certain,  and  that  is,  that  lawyers  do 
not  delimit  in  talkinof  much  about  lesfal  matters  on  such  festal 
occasions  as  this,  and  the  reason  is  most  evident.  The  public, 
open  discussion  of  legal  matters  is  a  daily  duty  with  them. 
Although  I  doubt  not  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  Bridge- 
port to  be  renowned  as  the  best  governed  city  in  New  England, 
yet  to  make  it  such  is  rather  the  duty  of  the  legislator  than  the 
lawyer,  whoso  duty  is  to  expound  and  make  etl'ective  the  law.  J 
propose,  therefore,  to  say  very  little  about  my  own  j>rofession,  nor 
can  I  feel  that  in  thus  traveling  from  the  course  which  your  ])resi- 
dent  has  seen  fit  to  mark  out  for  me  that  I  am  likely  to  trespass  on 
topics  approi)riated  by  others,  for  the  objects  of  this  association  arc, 
oji  the  one  liand,  as  varied  as  the  mechanical  arts  themselves,  on 
the  other,  so  simple  as  to  be  summed  up  in  the  single  phrase, 
*  The  aggrandizement  of  Bridgeport.' 

"  It  is  tliis  universality  on  tlie  one  hand,  this  singleness  of  purpose 
on  the  other,  that  constitute  its  highest  claim  on  our  attention,  and 
are  its  surest  promises  of  success. 

"  What  other  ol>ject  could  gather,  as  we  see  tlieni  collected  around 
this  board  to-niglit,  men  from  every  walk  of  life  in  our  busy  city, 
each  counselling  and  encouraging  the  otlicr  towards  the  attainment 
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of  one  common  object.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  an  enteq^rise 
so  fathered  must  succeed — our  patriotism  to  Bridgeport  forbids  any 
other  conclusion  ;  and  as  to  the  numner  in  which  that  success  shall 
be  achieved  there  will  undoubtedly  be  almost  as  many  suggestions 
as  there  are  individual  minds.  But^  ^I'r.  Chairman,-  there  are  cer- 
tain underlying  principles  to  disregard  which  is  to  court  defeat,  and 
it  is  to  these  that  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  in  the  few  words  I 
have  to  suggest. 

"  All  admit  that  the  objects  sought  to  be  attained  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  are  good  and  wortliy  objects.  The  only  thing  the  doubt- 
ers and  scoffers — and  I  regret  to  say  there  are  some  in  the  commu- 
nity— see  to  find  fault  with,  is,  that  these  objects  cannot  and  will 
not  be  earned  out,  because,  as  they  say,  what  is  every  man's 
business  is  no  man's  business.  Now,  Mr.  President,  men  cany  on 
business  to  make  money,  to  increase  wealth,  and  no  matter  how 
chimerical  the  scheme  may  seem,  convince  a  man  that  there  are 
'millions  in  it,'  and  like  the  man  in  the  Scripture  who  having 
discovered  the  hidden  treasure,  he  will  sell  all  that  he  hath  and 
pmx'hase  that  field.  Convince  people  that  they  can  make  money 
by  attending  to  other  people's  business  and  they  will  attend  to 
other  people's  business.  Convince  people  in  this  community  that 
they  can  make  money  by  attending  to  the  affairs  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  that  instant  the  atiairs  of  the  Board  of  I'rade  will 
be  attended  to. 

"  AVhat,  then,  can  the  I'card  of  Trade  do  for  the  advancement  of 
the  personarprosperity  of  every  m;in  at  this  table  ?  To-day,  1  ven- 
ture the  prediction,  that  the  aggregate  amount  of  money  lying  idh' 
in  the  savings  baidis  and  other  monetary  institutions  of  oiu'  city  is 
nearly  one-half  a  million  of  dollars. 

Build  a  wall  around  the  State  of  Connecticut,  oi  let  the  Legis- 
lature enact  that  all  the  wealth  and  capital  of  this  State  must 
remain  and  be  iiiN  e^ied  within  her  borders,  and  money  would  not  be 
worth  twd  per  cent.  'I'h.at  fact  sends  thousands  of  dollars  every 
year  froni  this  city  to  build  up  and  eurirh  llliiu)is  and  the  other 
Western  States.  Retain  that  money  here  ;  teach  peo}>le  outside 
that  they  can  safely  invest  money  here  and  be  sure  of  a  fair  return, 
and  the  iir.'-t  great  step  towards  success  is  accomplished,  and  the 
futiue  of  Bridgeport  is  assured. 
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How  can  that  result  be  obtained  ?  Not  alone  by  bringing  in  new- 
business  enterprises,  as  important  as  that  maybe,  for  the  people  would 
still  lack  the  faith  necessary  to  put  their  money  in  them.  How, 
then,  can  it  be  accomplished  f  Mr.  President,  we  all  stamp  our 
character,  more  or  less,  upon  our  fellow-men,  and  the  stronger  the 
individual  character  of  a  man,  the  deeper  his  mark.  And  what  is 
true  of  individuals  is  equally  true  of  communities.  If  you  busi- 
ness men  want  your  debtors  to  meet  their  obligations,  meet  your 
own ;  and,  let  me  tell  you,  that  when  you  do  that,  not  only  you,  as 
individuals,  stand  higher  in  the  estimation  of  your  fellow-men,  but 
in  elevating  yourselves,  you  elevate  them,  and  not  only  them  but 
the  entire  community.  Let  it  be  heralded  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  this  land  that  the  word  of  a  Bridgeport  merchant 
or  manufacturer  is  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  banking  privileges 
would  become  matters  of  secondary  importance.  Money  would 
flow  in  from  all  quarters  seeking  investment,  with  entire  confidence 
in  such  a  model  community. 

"Again,  if  a  good  name  be  above  piice  to  the  individuals  compos- 
ing a  community,  may  it  not  be  to  the  community  itself?  If  every 
member  of  this  Board  of  Trade  should  make  it  a  rule  not  only 
to  speak  well  of  Bridgeport  and  Bridgeport  men,  how  long  think 
you  it  would  be  before — 

'  None  would  know  her  but  to  love  her. 
None  name  her  hwt  to  praise.' 

"  How  many  men  there  are  who  go  through  this  life  living  on  a 
reputation  that  they  long  since  Inive  ceased  to  deseiwe.  Yea,  and 
it  is  true,  as  that  shrewd  student  of  human  nature,  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes,  has  observed,  -that  many  a  man  goes  through  life  living 
on  the  reputation  of  the  reputation  he  might  have  earned.  "Why  is 
it,  my  fellow  citizens,  that  the  name,  Hartford,  attaclied  to  any  kind 
of  an  insurance  company,  is  tlnoughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our 
land  considered  a  })erfect  gu;iraiiti.'(>  of  security?  Sim]dy  be(>aust' 
Hartford's  }>ride  has  in  rlie  past  carried  the  matter  so  far.  that 
to-day  Hartford's  interest  couqiels  her  to  sustain  her  })ride. 

"Many  other  valuable  lessons  might  be  learned,  my  fellow  citi- 
zens, from  that  same  city  of  Han  ford.  Why,  it  is  a  cardinal 
principle  in  everv  Hartford  man's  faith  that  tlune  is  only  one  place 
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to  build  a  State  liousOj  and  if  you  want  a  Governor,  a  United 
States  Senator,  or  any  otlier  man  to  fill  any  position  under  heaven, 
Hartford  is  sure  to  have  just  the  man  to  fill  it. 

"If  then,  Mr.  President,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  we  can  gain  the  reputation  of  sterling  honesty  for 
this  community,  and  can  impart  to  others  the  respect  we  ourselves 
feel  for  the  individual  members  of  it,  by  speaking  well  of  them,  it 
seems  to  me  only  one  othei-  thing  is  necessary  to  insure  our  success, 
and  that  is  to  so  treat  the  l>usiness  enterprises  that  are  already 
located  here,  as  to  induce  others  to  come  in  and  cast  their  lot  with 
us.  Let  us  not  forget  tliat  there  are  now  in  our  midst  enterprises 
which  have,  without  any  outside  assistance,  brought  theniselves 
into  such  a  condition  that  it  they  could  only  have  a  little  help,  in  the 
way  of  capital,  they  not  only  coidd  give  employment  to  large 
numbers  of  people,  but  could  certainly  pay  a  fair  per  cent,  on  all 
the  money  thus  given  ;  and  would  it  not  be  true  that  money  thus 
given  would  be  twice  blest The  responsibilities  of  wealth,  thongli 
few  seek  to  avoid  them,  are  immense.  Without  quoting  Scriptures  t(t 
substantiate  it,  I  say  that  the  Board  of  Trade  in  its  efforts  to 
get  capital  to  give  an  opportunity  for  the  poor  and  needy  to  support 
themselves,  not  only  will  bring  back  nuuiey  to  the  pockets  of 
those  who  assist,  but  obeys  almost  to  the  letter,  Bible  teaching. 

"No  nobler  charity,  no  grander  work  exists  on  earth  than  the 
eflbrt  to  help  Christ's  poor,  and  if  that  effort  takes  a  fonn  whicli 
instead  of  enervating,  ••treugthens ;  instead  of  m:.king  dependent, 
makes  independent ;  iji stead  of  slothful,  discontented  consumers, 
makes  busy,  happy  pnnbicers,  how  blessed  the  connuunity  !  Com- 
posed of  citizens,  who  heedin.<>"  the  cry  of  the  poor  and  needy  havr 
not  only  given  them  a  chance  to  labor  for  tlieir  own  living,  but 
have  so -used  that  labor  as  to  produce  wealth  and  plenty  for  them- 
selves !  Built  then  on  the  true  foundation,  conunercial  honesty, 
a  charity  tlial  spcaketh  no  evil,  a  desire  to  help  our  fellow-mcii, 
t)ie  enter{)ri>e  cannot  fail,  for  the  right  must  succeed." 

John  1).  Candee,  Es<i.,  spoke  of  the  origin  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  giving  to  E.  V.  Ilawes,  Kstp,  the  credit  of  being  the  father 
of  the  organization. 

The  chainnan  introduced   lion,  Xatiianicl  Winder  as  fo!low>: 

"  Our  Manufa<-tnring  Interests."    "Genius  is  not  alon^^  di.-played 
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in  the  invention  of  a  mechanical  de\ace ;  the  mind  that  can  invent 
the  ways  and  means  to  raise  that  device  from  its  grovelling,  strug- 
gling, wriggling  poverty  to  be  a  blessing  to  millions,  and  build  a 
city  on  the  proceeds  thereof,  is  indeed  an  inventor — a  genius  ;  and 
when  God  has  given  that  mind  a  great  and  noble  heart  that  can 
come  out  of  its  house  of  clay  and  know  that  it  does  not  live 
for  itself  alone,  then,  indeed,  v/e  have  not  only  the  inventor  but  a 
benefactor.    I  call  upon  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Wheeler." 

Mr.  "Wheeler  said  he  was  very  happy  to  join  with  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  their  efforts,  for  it  was  an  object  in  which  he  had  been 
engaged  for  years.    From  the  time  of  his  residence  here,  he 
became  so  much  impressed  with  the  advantages  of  the  place  that 
he  felt  it  a  duty  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  hasten  its  growth  and 
prosperity.    He  had  been  seconded  in  this  V\-ork  by  many  of  om- 
citizens,  but  hoped  that  in  the  futm^e  they  would  lead,  and  it  would 
be  left  for  him  to  second  theh  efforts  and  those  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.    Co-operation  was  necessary  to  secure  the  best  results.  It 
had  been  his  good  fortune  to  introduce  many  strangers  and  urge 
upon  them  our  advantages,  and  the  first  great  inducement  held  out 
was  the  low  price  of  land.    Thanks  to  the  foresight  of  General 
Noble,  who  projected  the  system  which  made  East  Bridgeport 
what  it  is  to-day,  the  sites  for  factories  had  been  owned  by  a  few 
individuals.    If  the  land  had  been  in  small  parcels  the  history  of 
the  city  would  have  been  entirely  different.    Gen.  Noble  had  also 
laid  out  the  streets  and  planted  the  trees  which  had  caused  East 
Bridgeport  to  attract  the  attention  of  so  many  who  were  now  its 
residents.    When  the  representatives  of  the  Cartridge  Company 
and  the  ^Messrs.  Sanford's  hat  manufactor}-  came  liere  to  look  for  a 
i^ite,  he  (the  speaker)  induced  ]\Ir.  Barnum  to  sell  the  land  much 
cheaper  than  lie  at  first  proposed.    But  Mr.  Barnum  had  found 
this  course  had  paid  him  in  the  rise  of  his  other  real  estate.  He 
was  happy  to  see  parties  present  who  had  not  previously  met  the 
business  men  of  Bridgeport,  men  who  were  now  but  little  known, 
hut  who  would  make  theniselves  known  in  the  future  history  of 
the  city.    When  two  such  industries  had  been  secured  in  a  few 
Uionths,  why  may  we  not  Hatter  ourselves  that  Bridgeport  is  bound 
to  grow  in  spite  of  hard  times.    It  was  tlie  industry  t»f  the  masses 
engiigcd  in  a  diversity  of  interests  that  made  a  ]>hu-^3  pros})erous. 
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Mr.  Wheeler  made  a  complimentary  allusion  to  the  Benharn 
Brothers  for  their  "  push "  and  energy  in  the  construction  of  so 
many  blocks  of  buildings.  We  must  make  concessions  and  sacri- 
fices sufficient  to  bring  new  industries  here.  It  would  pay  in  the 
end,  and  besides  every  city  in  the  country  is  in  competition  witli 
us  in  this  effort.  We  should  not,  however,  be  hasty  to  encourage 
chimeiical  schemes  or  proceed  in  a  headlong  manner,  but  should 
.scmtinize  proposed  projects  with  a  careful  eye.  It  was  a  matter  of 
congratulation  that  the  credit  of  om-  merchants  was  excellent. 
Every  man  ought  to  manage  so  as  to  contribute  to  the  credit  and 
good  name  of  the  city.  We  had  lived  through  a  season  of  wild 
speculation  and  reckless  profuseness  and  expense,  and  now  success 
could  only  be  obtained  by  a  return  to  the  careful  economic  business 
principles  of  our  fathers. 

Rev.  K.  W.  Maxcy  responded  to  the  toast,  The  Clergy,'' 
after  which  the  chairman  called  upon  Gen.  AVm.  H.  Noble,  who 
spoke  as  follows : 

"  Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen : — If  you  do  not  make  a  presenta- 
tion of  the  advantages  of  your  place  no  one  will  see  them.  This 
is  not  alone  a  hard,  business  association,  but  a  society  of  fellow- 
ship. With  regard  to  our  public  improvements,  what  should  they 
be  ?  As  to  our  business,  he  who  spoke  so  well  on  that  matter  has 
done  much  in  having  these  broad  avenues  put  through.  In 
all  the  particulars  you  should  follow  out  this  suggestion,  tliat 
there  is  the  question  of  culture  and  refinement  behind  all.  Look 
at  Park  avenue  and  Old  Mill  street,  monuments  for  all  time.  Lay 
out  boulevards  in  the  outskirts  where  land  is  cheap.  Connect 
directly  witli  that  splendid  harbor  of  Black  Rock  ;  the  finest  har- 
bor on  our  coast.  What  a  port  for  that  commission  coal  busines> 
which-  has  been  spoken  of!  Making  these  improvements  as  fast 
as  we  can  bear  the  burden,  we  should  make  them  a  permanence. 
Make  your  thoroughfares  so  that  tliey  will  last.  Get  rid  of  thcM' 
mud  streets  and  give  us  good  solid  roads.  Connect  our  Nortli 
avenue  and  others  with  the  high  roads  of  the  vicinity  and  the 
adjacent  \n\\>.  All  tiiese  things  give  us  character.  Strangers  sec 
in  the  interior  all  that  can  be  desired  for  a  j)hu  e  of  residence. 
Make  too  the  work  on  our  harbor  of  permanent  value.  Cut  oti 
the  old  point  near  the  old  steel  W(U-ks.    We  ought  to  have^  an 
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insurance  business  here.  We  have  the  material  here.  It  only 
needs  business  talent  and  enterprise.  AYe  have'  off  our  shore 
a  banking  interest  that  ought  to  yield  to  our  city  -$300,000  a  year 
of  net  income.  I  allude  to  our  oyster  banks.  Let  the  Board  of 
Trade  see  to  it.  In  conclusion,  let  us  not  be  discouraged  by 
the  troubles  of  to-day.  Advance  towards  these  ends  though  we 
<'annot  immediately  reach  them.  There  is  not  a  town  in  the  State 
that  has  the  solid  basis  of  future  wealth  ond  prosperity  ours  has. 
Look  at  all  these  things  in  a  large  view  and  go  on  hoping  for  the 
future." 

L.  M}Ton  Shade,  Esq.,  responded  to  the  toast,  Labor  and 
Capital,''  and  Ex-Mayor  Goodsell  to  "  Bridgeport's  Advantages." 

The  toast,  Our  Invited  Guests,''  called  out  E.  G.  AVestcott, 
Esq.,  of  Sharp's  Eifle  Company,  who  said : 

"  Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  :■ — AYhen  I  came  here  I  did  not 
expect  to  speak.  I  am  pleased  to  meet  the  Board  of  Trade  who 
were  instrumental  in  bringing  me  with  one  hundred  others  here. 
I  have  long  watched  your  industry  and  activity.  You  have  a  de- 
lightful town,  but  it  is  not  yet  enough  of  a  manufactimng  town. 
I  am  glad  to  be  with  you,  and  to  make  your  acquaintance." 

Mr.  Wheeler  here  called  upon  Mr.  Farist  of  the  Steel  Works, 
and  Mr.  Miller  of  the  Lock  Company,  and  after  paying  a  handsome 
tribute  to  their  business  capacity  and  usefulness,  introduced  them 
to  the  Board. 

Mr.  Wm.  H.  Stevenson  responded  to  the  toast,  "  Railroads " ; 
after  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  "\Yheeler,  it  was  unanimously  voted 
to  have  a  banquet  regularly  every  year. 


A  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  drafted  and  procured 
^he  passaii'e  of  the  following  Act  of  Incorporation''  by  the  Gcn- 
•-ral  Assembly  of  the  State,  at  its  late  ]\[ay  session,  which,  it  is 
'hounrht,  ffives  the  oriranization  a  better  basis,  and  tt>  w  hich  si)ccial 
attention  is  invited.  The  arbitration  feature  is  regarded  by  many 
with  es[)ecial  interest,  and  undoubtedly  is  capable  of  being  made 
very  useful. 
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The  Board  will  be  called  upon  to  reorganize  on  the  basis  of  this 
Act  mtiiin  three  months  from  the  date  of  its  pass/ige,  viz.^  June 
20th,  1876. 

By  this  act  we  became  eligible  to  membership  in  the  National 
Board  of  Trade.  At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  National  Board  in 
New  York  this  Board  was  then  admitted,  and  was  represented  by 
the  President,  David  M.  Read,  Esq.,  and  M.  AY.  Seymour,  Esq., 
who  attended  the  sessions  of  three  days.  They  have  not  yet  made 
a  formal  report,  but  it  is  understood  they  were  deeply  impressed 
with  the  dignity  and  character  of  the  body,  and  pleased  and  profited 
by  the  discussions  of  the  important  subjects  presented. 

The  Act  of  Incorporation  is  as  follows  : 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY,  ) 
Mat  Sessiox,  A.  D.  1876.  / 

Incorporating  the  Bridgeport  Board  of  Trade. 

Resolved  hy  this  Assemhly  : 

Section  1.  That  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  David  M.  Read,  Jarratt 
Morford,  George  ^lallory,  George  W.  Bacon,  Robert  T.  Clarke, 
Morris  W.  Seymour,  William  H.  Noble,  T.  R.  Cruttenden,  Nathan 
Buckingham,  Frederick  Kurd,  David  W.  Sherwood,  Edmund 
V.  Ilawes,  James  Staples,  Blaise  Soules,  Charles  B.  Hotchkiss, 
Rowland  B.  Lacey,  Zalmon  Goodsell,  Wm.  H.  Stevenson,  Thomas 
L.  Watson,  Morris  B.  Beardsley  and  Wm.  II.  Adams,  of  the 
Town  of  Ihidgeport,  in  tlie  County  of  Fairfield,  State  of  Connecticut, 
with  such  other  persons  as  shall  be  associated  with  them,  and  tlicir 
successors,  be  and  are  here]>y  constituted  a  })ody  politic  and  cor- 
porate, and  dt'iioniiiiated  The  Bridgeport  Board  of  Trade,''  aii«l 
by  that  name  shall  have  j)erpetual  succession,  may  sue  and  be 
sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  all  courts,  aud  have  and  use  a 
sealj  and  alter  the  same  at  pleasure,  may  purchase,  lease,  hohl  and 
possess  so  much  real  and  personal  property  as  may  be  nece.<siiry 
and  convenient  for  the  uses  and  object  of  said  eor))oration,  not  ex- 
ceeding five  thousand  dollars,  and  create  capital  stock  of  sui  li 
amount  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  business  of  said  body  aud  in 
such  sIkucs  as  may  be  deeuied  jtroper,  the  sale  or  distribution 
which  hhnr(  s  nIuiII  be  pmvided  for  in  tlie  by-laws  of  the  corj>oration. 

Sec.  2.  'i'he  objrel  of  said  corporation  shall  be  the  pnuuotion 
of  trade,  the  givinir  <iireetion  and  impetus  to  e()uimercial  ami  nian- 
ufaeturiiig  rntrrjirisi's,  the  encouragrment  of  int<'rii)urse  l>ef\\<  «  n 
busiui'ss  men,  tlie  improvenuMit  of  facilities  for  tranNp<M-fatit>n,  tl.f 
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diffusion  of  information  concerning-  trade,  manufacturing  and  other 
interests,  and  for  the  general  growth  and  prosperity  of  Bridgeport, 
also  for  the  cooperation  of  this  with  similar  societies  in  other  cities. 

Sec.  3.  The  property,  affairs,  business  and  concerns  of  said 
corporation  shall  be  managed  by  a  president,  two  \"ice-presidents, 
a  secretary,  a  treasurer,  and  seven  directors,  who  together  shall 
constitute  a  board  of  directors,  to  be  elected  annually,  and  at  such 
time  and  place  as  shall  l)e  pro^-ided  in  the  by-laws  of  said  corpora- 
tion, and  such  otlicers  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  until  others 
shall  be  elected  in  their  places,  and  said  corporation  may  proceed 
to  elect  its  officers  within  three  mouths  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  and  the  first  meeting  may  be  called  by  any  five  coq^orate 
names  hereof,  signing  said  call,  upon  five  days'  notice  published  in 
two  daily  newspapers  printed  in  said  Bridgeport,  and  all  meetings 
thereafter  shall  be  called  and  all  standing  committees  appointed 
in  accordance  with  the  by-laws  made  for  the  government  of  said 
corporation,  which,  when  enacted,  shall  be  of  legal  force  and  effect, 
when  not  conflicting  with  this  act,  nor  any  law  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  or  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  The  corporation  shall  annirally  elect  five  of  its  mem- 
bers to  be  known  as  a  committee  of  arbitration  j  vacancies  in  said 
committee  shall  be  filled  by  a  special  election.  It  shall  be  com- 
petent for  said  committee  to  hear  and  decide  such  matters  of  con- 
troversy as  might  be  the  subject  of  an  action  at  law  or  in  equity, 
as  may  arise  between  members  of  said  cor})oration  or  those  claim- 
ing under  them,  and  as  may  be  submitted  to  said  committee  in 
writing  signed  by  said  parties,  and  attested  by  a  subscribing  wit- 
ness ;  subpoenas  for  the  attendance  of  witnesses  before  such  com- 
mittee of  arbitration  may  be  issued  by  competent  authority,  in  the 
usual  way,  with  the  ordinary  legal  penalties  for  non-attendance, 
and  the  witnesses  so  subpwnaed  shall  be  entitled  to  the  legal  fees 
of  witnesses  in  the  Superior  Court,  within  and  for  tlie  Comity  of 
Fairfield. 

A  majority  of  the  members  of  said  committee  shall  be  competent 
to  meet  together  and  hear  the  proof  and  allegations  of  the  parties. 
Said  parties  may  be  re{)r('seuted  by  counsel,  and  tlie  award  signed 
and  certified  to  by  a  majority  of  said  committee  may  be  filed  in  the 
Clerk's  office  of  said  Superior  Court,  and  upon  such  filing,  a  judg- 
ment shall  be  entered  upon  the  records  of  said  Court,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  awanl  of  said  connnittee,  which  said  judgment  may 
be  d(»cketed,  transcri})t  taken,  and  executi«uis  i^sued  thereon  as  in 
tlie  case  of  judgments  rendered  in  said  Court  ;  judgments  entered 
in  confonnity  with  such  award  shall  not  be  removed,  reversed, 
modified,  nor  in  any  manm'r  appcMlcd  i'vom  by  the  parties  tliereto.  ex- 
<'e})t  for  frauds,  cdlhision  or  corrupt  ion  ofs^iiil  conimirtee  of  arl)itration. 

Sec.  5,    This  act  may  be  altered,  amended  or  rcj)ealed  at  the 
jdea8iire  of  tlie  General  Assemblv. 
20 
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TRADE  AXD    MANUFACTURES  OF 
BRIDGEPORT. 


ACIDS  AXD  CHEMICALS. 

Under  this  head  we  have  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
sulphuric,  nitric,  muriatic  and  acetic  acids,  together  with  wood 
spirits,  alcohol,  acetate  of  lime,  etc.,  in  quantities  to  supply  the 
immediate  neigiiLorliood,  though  the  goods  are  also  sold  in  Xew 
York  and  at  various  points  within  reach  by  rail  communication. 
Bridgeport  offers  special  inducements  for  trade  of  this  character^  as 
there  is  about  us,  and  tributary  to  this  port  for  shipping  purposes,  a 
large  maniifactiu-ing  mdustry,  consmning  in  ordinary  times  two 
hundi'ed  carboys  of  sulphuric  and  fifty  carboys  of  other  acids  daily. 

The  larger  amount  of  this  trade  is  now  held  by  New  York  par- 
ties, who  have  the  freightage  on  packages  to  this  port  and  retmn 
to  their  factories,  in  excess  of  factories  located  here.  The  raw 
materials — brinivstone,  pyrites,  nitrate  soda,  salt,  etc.,  can  be  landed 
at  this  port  as  chea})ly  as  ar  New  York,  and  with  less  charges 
every  nature,  taxes,  rents,  labor,  interest,  etc.,  there  certainly 
should  be  great  inducements  for  tlie  location  of  this  class  of  busi- 
ness in  our  city.  Several  sites  convenient  to  water  and  with  rail 
communications  to  all,  inland  cities,  can  be  had  just  in  our  out- 
skirts. The  consum])tion  of  these  articles  must  necessarily 
increase,  as  does  the  factory  interest  close  to  our  seaport  cities. 

liKASS  ROLI.IXr,   AXn   r>KASS  GOODS. 

It  is  w(dl  known  that  this  industry  of  our  city  and  vicinity  is  of 
enormous  projiortions,  }Ufic-fenfh.<  of  the  manufacfurcd  brass  of  Ou" 
countrif  being  produceil  within  a  radius  of  tiity  miles  of  tliis  jioint. 
.ind  tlie  l.ugrr  share  of  tlu'  raw  materials,  as  well  as  the  rolled 
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metal  and  manufactured  goods,  being  shipped  to  and  distributed 
from  our  city.  Few  people  have  any  conception  of  this  trade  or 
its  bearing  upon  the  outside  world,  yet  the  manufacturers  of  brass, 
copper,  yellow  metal,  German  silver,  bronzes,  etc.,  etc.,  in  the 
region  mentioned,  represent  an  invested  capital  of  over  fifty  millions 
of  dollars,  and  employ  thousands  of  steady,  thrifty  workmen.  It 
is  not  an  unusual  sight  to  see  six  hundred  persons  employed  by 
one  concern  upon  the  manufactiu'e  of  lamp  fixtures  alone.  This 
demand  for  kerosene  burners  and  like  small  trade  has  developed 
an  enormous  industry  in  our  section,  necessitating  the  increase 
of  already  large  factories,  and  employing  thousands  of  the  children 
of  workmen  ;  so  that  among  the  cities  or  villages  made  prominent 
by  this  copper  and  brass  industry,  one  finds  on  every  hand  thrift, 
comfort  and  prosperity. 

BRASS  FOTJNDEIES. 

Although  not  a  distinct  and  separate  interest,  yet  in  connection 
with  kindred  branches,  ample  facilities  are  afforded  for  producing 
brass  and  composition  castings  of  all  kinds,  in  any  desired  quantity. 

BOOTS  AXD  SHOES. 

The  manufactiu'e  of  these  goods  for  the  trade  is  confined  in  this 
city  to  one  establishment.  This  concern  has,  during  tlie  past  year, 
been  reasonably  employed,  for  the  times,  with  very  satisfactory 
returns. 

The  most  of  the  large  quantities  of  boots  and  shoes  sold  in  this 
city  is  purchased  of  manufacturers  and  dealers  in  Boston,  New 
York  or  elsewhere.  The  shoe  manufacture  should  be  better  repre- 
sented here,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  ere  long  it  will  be. 

BREWERS. 

Tliis  is  a  flourishing  interest,  wliich  seems  to  be  less  affected  by 
*Miard  times''  than  most  other  kinds  of  business. 

Five  establishments  employ  about  thirty  hands,  and  turn  out  as 
their  product  eight  thousand  barrels  per  year, 

BIT  AND  niiAci: 

manufacture  is  made  a  specialty  here,  and  the  trade  largely  supplied. 
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CARRIAGES. 

In  tlio  iiianufactnre  of  fine  carriages,  Bridgeport  early  took  a 
prominent  position,  and  for  many  years  it  has  been  one  of  the 
leading  interests.  Pre\noos  to  1833,  it  was  confined  to  the  modest 
establishment  of  ^Ir.  A.  Carrier  &  Porter  on  Middle  street,  and 
Mott  6c  Burr,  on  Clinton  avenue,  near  the  comer  of  North  avenue. 

About  this  period  it  took  a  new  departure.  Tlie  late  Mr. 
Stephen  Tomlinson,  who  had  l)een  identified  with  the  Middle 
street  establislimeut,  and  Da^  id  Augustus  Wood,  both  excellent 
mechanics,  were  joined  by  the  late  Jeremiah  Judson,  wlio  contributed 
both  capital  and  enterprise  to  the  finii  of  Tomlinson,  Wood  &  Co, 

They  erected  a  factory  on  Broad  street,  at  what  was  then  the 
head  of  Cannon  street,  and  started  out  on  what  has  proved  an 
eminently  prosperous  and  successful  business.  The  house  has 
maintained  preeminence  in  New  York  and  all  other  markets  for 
the  good,  taste  and  elegance  of  their  work,  as  well  as  its  substantial 
and  durable  character. 

About  the  same  time,  JMott  <!t  Burr  removed  to  the  locality  on 
State  street  now  occupied  by  Messrs.  J.  Mott  &  Co.,  enlarged 
their  business,  and  with  some  changes  of  men,  have  maintained  a 
good  record  to  the  present  time. 

Though  the  volume  of  business  is  not  up  to  that  of  the  palmiest 
days,  yet  the  reputation  and  standing  of  these  houses  are  fully 
maintained  by  the  present  proprietors,  and  a  liealthy  business  is 
done  even  in  these  times  of  general  depression. 

Several  finns  and  establishments  whicli  have  arisen  and  flour- 
ished for  a  longer  or  shorter  period  here,  have  long  since  disap- 
peared from  the  arena  as  nuinufacturers.  E.  G.  Haightj  Hurd, 
Fairchild  &:  Co.  of  the  earlier  stone  factory,  North  Main  street  j  and 
Burr  &  .Ilaight  of  the  later;  George  Keeler  of  the  old  stone 
brewery  building  on  Harrison  street ;  the  Union  Carriage  Co. 
in  the  ])ioneei-  factory  of  the  E.  D. ;  and  after  them  in  the  snuu* 
buildiug,  Brewster  &:  Co.,  Inter  of  Brocmie  street.  New  York;  also 
Haight  Hubbell,  E.  1).  The  ^fessrs.  Nichols,  veteran  manu- 
facturers of  light  wagons,  at  Gld  Fanns,  'I'rumbull,  have  recently 
located  here  on  John  street;  and  Beecher,  of  Milford,  has  hi:< 
princijial  salesroom  here  also, — not  to  speak  of  several  other 
smaller  estMldishmeuts  located  in  ditleretit  parts  of  the  city. 
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Cam'age  liarclware  and  triinming-ti  and  coacli  lace  are  important 
interests,  which  closely  follow  the  fortunes  and  vicissitudes  of  the 
carriage  trade.  Bridgeport  has  in  many  particular*  led  the  market 
in  these  goods,  and  produced  mucli  more  in  quantity  than  a  supply 
of  the  home  demand.  This  is  particularly  trae  in  coach  lamps, 
those  of  the  AVhite  Manufacturing  Company  having  almost  a 
world-wide  celebrity. 

CEMENT,  SEW'EK  AXD  DllAIX  PIPE. 

Nature  provided  Bridgeport  with  a  trunk  sewer  in  our  harbor,  and 
until  a  comparatively  rec.mt  period,  the  water  and  ih'ain age  that  did 
not  find  its  way  to  the  harbor  was  absoi'bed  by  the  gravelly  soil  of 
either  bank.  Almost  the  only  exception  to  this  was  the  accunmlation 
of  suiface  water  from  Golden  Hill  in  tlie  "  swamp  "  between  State 
and  Beaver  streets,  west  of  Broad  street,  which  however  had  a 
natural  outlet  through  Bakeris  Pond  to  the  lower  harbor  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Xaugatuck  dock.  The  rapid  increase  of  population 
and  business  within  the  last  two  decades;  the  introduction  of 
a  more  ample  suppl}-  of  public  water ;  the  opening  and  working  of 
new  streets,  and  more  thorough  grading  and  improvements  of  the 
older  streets,  witli  sidewalks,  curbs  and  gutters,  rendered  sewerage  a 
necessity.  Many  plans  were  proposed ;  town  and  city  meetings  were 
lield,  and  much  discussion  was  had  with  reference  to  drainin.g 
Beaver  and  Broad  streets  and  adjacent  territory,  without  result. 

The  pioneer  sewer  was  hiid  in  Beaver  street,  noM'  Fairfield  ave- 
nue, llanford  Lyon,  Esq.,  laid  a  brick  sewer  from  the  <lock  to  the 
west  side  ol'  Water  street,  to  take  the  drainage  of  the  Atlantic 
Hotel,  about  1SG2-3.  This  was  afterward  extended  in  1S64  by 
the  Bridgeport  Sewer  Company,  to  Harrison  street,  and  constructed 
of  cement  pi})e,  :20x30,  hub  joint,  manuCactured  in  Jersey  City. 

Tliis  project  was  successful  mainly  through  the  persistent 
energy  of  Henry  B.  Parrott,  Es(j.,  wlio  procured  tiie  subscrij)tious 
to  the  stock,  managed  its  aHairs  and  persoiially  supervised  tlie  lay- 
ing of  the  [)ipe.  'JMic  sewer  er(»ssed  ]\Iain  street  at  a  depth  of 
>^ixteen  feet,  and  during  tlie  construction  coUected  and  carried 
a  lieavy  current  of  water.  'I'he  woiuler  of  the  j>eriod,  it  attracted 
puldic  curi<>sity,  uhserv.-ition  and  coninient.  It  thoroughly  drained 
the  entire  .section,  ineliidinii*  manv  welh-^  never  bi-fore  dry,  ami 
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afforded  those  valuable  conveniences  of  house  drainage  we  have 
learned  to  value  so  liiglily. 

The  State  street  sewer  followed,  in  1865,  built  by  the  city 
under  the  power  conferred  by  the  new  charter  of  that  year,  under 
contract  with  parties  then  of  New  York,  (now  located  here),  and 
most  of  the  pipe  was  broug-lit  therefrom. 

The  practicability,  the  public  and  piivate  benefit  of  sewerage 
was  so  thoroughly  demonstrated  by  these  sewers  that  the  construc- 
tion of  others  rapidly  follow  ed. 

The  manufacture  of  cement  pipe  was  conmienced  and  earned  on 
here,  and  has  grown  to  large  proportions. 

The  bevel-joint  was  early  introduced,  and  has  been  used,  with 
the  exception  named,  for  sewers  of  all  sizes,  and  also  for  house 
drains,  with  entire  satisfaction. 

The  two  establishments  located  here,  in  addition  to  supplying 
the  local  demand,  furnish  a  considerable  outlying  region  in  Fair- 
field and  Litchfield  Counties,  and  have  Itranches  at  several  differ- 
ent important  points. 

The  business  has  felt  the  general  depression,  which  has  affected 
the  sale  of  large  sewer  pi})e  more  than  the  smaller  dimensions  for 
house  and  other  light  drainage. 

CAKPETS. 

The  manufacture  of  ingrain  carpets,  started  a  few  years  since  in 
a  modest  wa}-,  has  grown  to  a  surpnsing  volume  and  excellence, 
in  the  latter  particular  vieing  with  the  very  best  in  the  country, 

CARTRIDGES. 

The  manufacture  of  cartridges  was  commenced  here  by  the 
Union  Metallic  Cartridge  Company  in  1SG6.  They  employ  from 
four  hundred  to  five  hundred  hands,  and  manufacture  cartridges 
for  pistols,  riiles  and  muskets,  also  for  the  Gatling  gun,  percussion 
caps,  and  paper  and  metallic  shells. 

Their  markets  are  almost  lircrally  world  wide,  embracing  tlie 
governments  and  mercantile  interests  in  the  United  States,  Kurope, 
China  and  Japan. 

During  the  last  year  the  general  dejn-ession  has  affected  tlic 
volume  of  business  and  collections,  yet  tlie  hands  have  been  rea- 
sonably em}>h>yed. 
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DUOKS,   SASH    AXD    BLIND    MOULDINGS,    AND    STAIK  BUILDING. 

The  business  in  this  line,  which  developed  so  larg:ely  within  the 
last  few  years,  has  been  passably  o-ood  during  the  past  year.  It 
does  not  depend  wholly  upon  home  trade.  The  facilities  and 
labor  in  somewhat  re<luced  force  have  been  reasonaldy  employed. 

FILE 

manufticture  has  been  extremely  dull.  It  will  retjuire  a  general 
reviviil  of  business  to  bring  it  up. 

FLOUR  AND  FEED. 

For  several  years  nuich  attention  has  been  given  at  the  Berk- 
shire Mills  and  efforts  made  to  produce  a  fine  aiul  reliable  ai-ticle 
of  pastry  and  family  floui;,  and  it  is  believed  that  such  a  reputation 
has  been  established.  Several  other  mills,  run  by  water  and  steam 
power,  i)roduce  the  coarse  meals  and  feed  for  which  there  is  always 
a  good  demand.  The  home  supply  is  not  equal  to  the  demand, 
and  large  quantities  are  procured  in  the  larger  markets.  One  firm 
thus  handh^s  thirty  ihousand  banels  pei-  year. 

FUKXITUKE. 

FlU'niture  for  the  home  demand  of  Bridgepoit  and  \  icinity  has 
been  produced  here  from  the  earliest  settleuient  of  the  place.  At 
first,  plain  bedsteads,  chairs  and  tables,  a  chest  and  drawers,  con- 
stituted the  setting  out "  of  alnu^st  every  young  lady,  even  of  the  best 
families.  High  post  bedsteads  and  high  back  and  ornamented 
chairs  were  indulged  in  by  the  few.  The  first  named  were  the 
stereotyped  product  of  the  village  cabinet  and  chair  maker,  except 
as  the  monotony  was  broken  by  tlie  occasional  call  (alwaxs 
special  aiul  to  measure)  for  the  traditional  rothn  of  cherry  or 
white-wood,  stained,  with  tlie  rude  })late  bearing  initials  and  age,  t»r 
the  same  marked  on  tlie  lid  in  brass  nails,  as  some  citizen  paid  tin- 
debt  of  nature,  generally  at  an  advanced  ag-e.  (Children  in  tlu»sc 
primitive,  nnartificial  times  were  ex[>i'cted  to  li\e,  grow  u])  and 
make  their  mark  in  tlie  world.  They  were  considered  in  the 
words  of  Scripture,  ''A  heritage  of  the  f.ord  "  and  "happy  is  tliat 
man  whose  (piiver  is  fidl  of  tlu  ui.")  The  liner  woods,  now  so 
common  and  so  elegantly  woikcd,  wcic  then  very  rarely  used. 
The  writer  has  in  his  familv  a  uriliiii''  dchk  of  ili(>  olden  stvh', 
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made  to  order,  for  David  Sherman,  the  ancestor  of  the  late  Isaac 
Sherman,  Esq.  An  apple  tree  was  cut  upon  the  farm,  the  parish 
saw-mill  made  boards  of  it,  and  the  cabinet-maker  transformed  it 
into  a  desk  of  great  strength  and  beauty,  for  the  period.  With 
care,  it  is  good  for  another  hundred  or  more  years.  Work  of  this 
kind  was  done  entii'ely  by  hand,  except  some  turning  or  special 
sawing  at  some  horse-power  establishment.  Such  an  one  a  few  of 
the  oldest  citizens  may  remember  on  Beaver  street,  or  Fairfield 
avenue,  on  the  premises  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Martin 
Bourke,  of  which  the  late  Lemuel  Hubbell  was  the  owner  and 
operator.  The  writer  well  remem])ers  going  there  for  a  piece  of 
tuiTiing  for  a  fixture  in  the  post-office  as  late  as  1S37,  and  so  far  as 
he  knows,  it  was  the  only  place  in  town  where  it  could  be 
procured.  At  an  earlier  perit)d,  Mr.  Hubbell  successfully  used  a 
wind-mill  for  power,  and  he  was  the  sole  cabinet-maker  in  the 
place  for  a  long  time.  F.  W.  Parrott,  Esq.,  learned  the  trade  of 
him,  and  nuide  the  first  sofa  that  was  made  in  Bridgeport.  Mr. 
William  H.  Peabody  preceded  Mr.  Hubbell. 

About  fifty  years  ago,  a  shop  of  considerable  size  was  built  on 
the  west  side  of  jMain  street,  a  little  south  of  State  street,  and 
occupied  for  chair  manufacture  by  a  New  York  party  by  the  name 
of  Finch.  This  lasted  but  a  few  years.  About  the  same  period, 
William  B.  Thomas  was  in  the  same  business  on  Bank  street,  near 
the  North  Church  chapel,  and  the  veteran,  Fenelon  Hubbell,  was 
his  apprentice.  jVIr.  Hubbell  joined  Mr.  F.  W.  PaiTott,  and  they 
had  a  shop  and  salesroi>m  on  ^[aiu  street,  where  Cannon  street  now 
enters  it.  They  were  burned  out  in  the  great  fire  of  1S33,  but  re- 
built on  what  is  now  No.  47G-S  ]\[ain  street.  Thi^y  were  cri})pled 
by  the  heavy  loss  at  the  lire,  and  as  a  firm  did  not  succeed,  and 
dissolved  1S35.  Carlos  Curtis,  in  the  meantime,  had  bought  out 
Mr.  Thotnas,  (who  went  to  Savannah,  Georgia,)  and  enlarged  the 
business  and  facilities  on  Bank  street.  3Ir.  F.  W.  Parrott  started 
anew  near  his  residence  on  North  Washington  avenue,  and  Mr. 
Hubbell  soon  Joined  Mr.  Carlos  Curtis,  and  both  establishments 
led  off  in  tlie  manufacture  of  a  finer  and  better  style  of  furniture. 
Mr.  Parrott  retired  from  the  business  some  years  since.  Hubbell 
Curtis  are  still  in  the  field,  pr(>i)arcd  to  h^ad  tht>.  worhl  in  fuvnitinv 
and  decorations. 
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Messrs.  Frederick  Lockwood  and  Nathan  Biickingliara  corn- 
menced  the  business  in  1838-9,  which  has  grown  io  such  large 
proportions  under  the  more  recent  management  of  the  latter. 

The  Fumitm'C  Manufactm-ing  Company  was  formed  as  a  joint 
stock  concern  in  1852,  and  was  run  with  var^dng  success  for  a 
number  of  years,  when  it  came  under  the  control  of  the  present 
entei"prising  proprietor,  Jacob  Kiefer,  Esq.,  who  has  made  it  one 
of  the  leading  institutions  of  the  city. 

Time  and  space  fail  for  tlie  mention  of  other  parties  who  have 
been  or  are  at  present  engaged  in  this  business,  which  has  so  won- 
derfully develo})ed  within  the  hist  fifty  years,  biinging  comfort  and 
luxury  to  the  homes  of  the  people. 

The  undertaking  business,  generally  an  adjunct  to  the  cabinet 
and  fuiiiiture  business,  has  grown  to  its  present  elaborate  character 
and  proportions  within  the  last  tifty  or  sixty  years,  from  a  very 
rude  condition,  which  the  younger  people  can  hardly  realize.  The 
^vriter  is  told  that  Mr.  F.  W.  Parrott  built  the  first  proper  hearse 
that  was  used  in  Bridgeport.  He  built  the  body  with  his  own 
hands  and  Mrs.  P.  trimmed  it,  while  the  mnning  gear  was  fur- 
nished him  by  a  neigliboring  wagon  maker.  The  same  was  used 
for  many  years  by  the  late  Isaac  M.  Conklin,  whose  death  in  1860 
was  so  generally  deplored. 

GliAlX  ELEVATOK. 

Bridgeport  lias  the  only  grain  elevator  on  the  coast  between 
New  York  and  Boston.  It  Mas  elected  in  1871  by  the  enterpris- 
ing finn  of  Crane  Hurd,  and  grew  out  of  their  connection  and 
experience  with  the  grain  trade  in  the  AVcst. 

It  is  forty  l>y  fifty  feet  at  the  base,  and  one  hundred  feet 
in  hei^ght.  It  is  run  by  a  twenty-five  horse  power  engine  and  the 
hibor  of  five  men,  and  is  capable  of  taking  in  and  storing  eight 
thousand  busliels  of  grain  per  (hiy  of  ten  hours,  from  either  railroad 
car  or  boat  at  the  dock.  Gniiu  is  brougiit  in  bulk  in  rail  cars 
from  any  point  in  tlie  AVest,  or  by  water  in  canal  boat,  barge 
or  schooner  from  any  of  the  hirger  markets,  and  here  conveniently 
and  economically  handle(l  and  then  distributed  to  the  various 
points  of  consumption.  As  many  as  one  and  a  lialf  million  bushels 
of  grain  have  passed  through  this  elevator  in  a  single  year.  Mr. 
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John  Huid  it^  the  present  sole  proprietor.  The  bubiness  ha^  lelt 
the  efFects  of  the  general  depression  during  the  last  year.  The 
prospect  of  large  and  fine  incoming  crops  gives  promise  of  a  retnrn 
of  wonted  activity.* 

HATS. 

HattiniT  was  one  of  the  earliest  mannfacturinuf  interests  in 
Bridgeport.  Mr.  Thomas  Gouge  came  here  in  1792,  and  com- 
menced this  business.  His  sliop  was  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
ifiddle  and  Beaver  streets ;  his  residence  comer  Main  and  Beavei-, 
now  owned  by  J.  T>.  Budau.  Mr.  Reuben  Tweedy  came  from 
Danbury  in  1793  and  followed  the  same  business.  His  residence 
svas  u}>on  the  o}>posite  corner  of  Main  and  Beaver  streets.  He  was 
soon  followed  and  joined  by  his  brother,  Smitli  Tweedy,  who 
lived  on  the  soutliwest  comer  of  ^fain  and  Beaver  sti'eets.  The 
shops  of  R.  &  S.  Tweedy  were  on  Middle  street,  n(»rtli  of  Beaver. 
This  business  gave  name  to  the  street  upon  which  it  was  located, 
and  many  regretted  the  seeming  necessity  of  exchanging  it  for 
Fairfield  avenue. 

In  the  earlier  times,  most  of  the  hats  manufactured  were  I'ur 
bodies,  and  the  bulk  of  them  were  sold  in  New  York  unfinished, 
except  the  comparatively  few  required  for  the  home  market.  Sub- 
secpiently,  machinery  was  introduced  for  the  manufacture  of  wool 
bodies,  (fine  Saxony  wool  being  used),  whicli  were  napped  with 
fur  of  varied  quality.  These  were  technically  known  as  "  nap})ed 
hats." 

Mr.  Gouge  employed  fom-  to  six  men  and  had  a  number  of 
npjtrentices.  R.  &:  S.  Tweedy  did  a  larger  business,  employing 
twelve  to  fifteen  men  and  five  or  six  apprentices.  They  early 
(about-  1810-12)  opened  a  house  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  then  on 
the  extreme  western  border,  as  a  market  for  their  goods  and  for  the 
a<lvantage(>us  collection  of  furs. 

Smith  Tweedy  used  to  relate  with  great  gusto  the  story  of 

*'riiis  iM<it  from  its  earfiest  histoiy  uj)  to  1S;>()  was  a  mnrt  for  the  pur- 
rhaKe  and  Khij)iuont  of  grain  to  Boston,  New  York  and  the  West  Indies, 
iimce  that  j)eriod,  the  tn>>les  have  been  couapU'tcly  turned.  It  would  >^ 
intertvitui(<  to  riot«  the  rise,  progress  and  chiinges  in  tliis  tnule,  but  it  uiusl 
bo  rescrve<l  for  some  future  oocnKion. 
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meeting  a  ceitain  neighbor  on  Lis  return  from  a  season  at  Pitts- 
burgh, who  was  eui'prised  at  his  particuLar  inquiries,  and  when  told 
by  Mr.  T.  that  he  had  been  away  six  months,  replied  that  he  had 
not  missed  him — an  illustration  of  the  proverb,  out  of  sight,  out 
of  mind." 

The  Tweedys  also  started  a  house  in  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, in  1S20-21,  sending  out  as  business  manager  a  young  man 
they  had  brought  up,  by  the  name  of  Henry  Jackson,  of  Stratford. 
This  enterprise  was  not  successful  and  was  soon  relinquished. 
R.  Sc  S.  Tweedy  owned  and  occupied  one  of  the  then  new  brick 
stores  on  Wall  street,  for  finishing  purposes  and  as  salesroom,  the 
same  now  occupied  by  Frank  H.  Stevens. 

Mr.  Samuel  Ila^s  ley,  Jr.,  m  Iio  learned  his  trade  of  his  uncle, 
Nathan  Seeley,  of  Bethel,  carried  on  the  business  on  Main  street, 
o})posite  Gold  street.  He  died  yomig,  in  1826,  and  the  shop  was 
converted  into  a  dwelling,  the  same  now  occupied  by  Dr.  C.  H.  Bill.* 

Mr.  George  Wade,  a  fonrier  apprentice,  bought  out  Smith 
Tweedy  in  1826,  and  the  finn  was  Tweedy  &  Wade  two  years, 
when  Mr.  W^ade  sold  to  Cmtis  Beai'dsley,  and  for  several  years 
manufactured  by  himself  on  the  east  side  of  Middle  street,  above 
Golden  Hill  street,  until  in  1830  he  purchased  the  interest  of 
Mr.  Reuben  Tweedy,  and  the  firm  became  Bcardsley  &  Wade. 

This  firm  opened  a  house  in  Columbus,  Ga.,  with  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Palmer  as  business  manager. 

The  troubles  in  this  section  of  Georgia  in  connection  with  the 
removal  of  the  Cherokees  and  other  Indians  occiurred  at  this  period, 
and  Mr.  Palmer  was  called  upon  to  perfomi  military  duty  a  ])or- 
tion  of  Ids  time,  which  withdrew  him  from  his  business  and  he  was 
soon  after  accidentally  killed,  and  the  business  was  closed  up  at  a 
loss  to  the  principals.  This  firm  introduced  here  the  manufacture 
of  silk  hats,  Mr.  Gilson  Landon  being  an  expert. 

In  1837  Mr.  Wade  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Landon,  and  the  firm 
was  Bcardsley  &  Landon  until  1811,  when  the  business  was  given 
up,  and  from  this  time  the  market  has  been  supplied  from  abroa<h 

*  Mr.  Hawley's  residence  was  tlie  next  building  sonth.  His  widow  died 
June,  187(),  having  Hiirvived  hhu  fifty  years,  and  continued  to  occupy  tlie 
pieniiKeK  to  tlie  hist,  becauHO  she  understood  that  to  bo  the  wish  of  her 
husband. 
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jMr.  Gouge  and  tlio  Tweedys  were  successful  but  were  t^atistied 
with  a  raoderate  competence,  and  \ntlidrew  when  energy,  enter- 
prise and  capital  to  utilize  the  improvements  introduced  in  the 
manufacture  of  hats,  and  to  command  positions  in  the  markets, 
were  only  needed  to  secure  to  Bridgeport  a  large  and  paying 
business. 

Recently,  Messrs.  Glover  Sanford  Sons  have  located  a  large 
and  prosperous  business  here  in  the  manufacture  of  wool  hats  for 
the  general  trade,  with  depot  in  Xew  York. 

HIDES. 

Hides  are  collected  here  and  salted  from  nearly  all  the  towns  of 
Fairfield  County  and  on  the  entire  lines  of  the  Housatonic  and 
Naugatuck  railroads.  This  business  has  been  done  princi})ally  by 
the  firm  of  Crane  &  Hurd,  now  John  Ilurd,  who  thus  collect  and 
handle  fifteen  thousand  hides  per  year.  Other  parties  handle 
about  one  thousand. 

ICK. 

The  ice  trade  has  developed  to  its  present  immense  propoilions 
within  a  comparatively  few  years.  It  was  stored  by  a  few  fami- 
lies and  hotel  keepers,  and  small  ipiantities  had  been  sliipped 
from  Boston  to  the  West  Indies  and  two  or  three  of  our  southern 
ports  previous  to  1830,  but  it  attracted  little  notice.  3lany  not 
very  old  people  will  recall  the  auutsed  feeling  and  jocose  remarks 
caused  by  the  announceuu'nt  in  the  ne\vspa])ers  of  the  departure  of 
a  cargt>  of  ice  from  Boston  for  Calcutta,  East  Indies — the  first  in 
that  direction — in  the  year  1833.  It  now  seems  almost  unac  - 
countable that  markets,  hotels  and  ordinary  domestic  operations 
could  have  been  so  long  caiTie<]  on  without  this  now  necess;uy 
commodity. 

Mr.  George  A.  Wells  was  the  fust  to  make  a  ]»isiness  of  storing 
ami  furnishing  iee  for  this  market  in  1S4G.  Trevious  to  thai 
period  Mr.  Sturgc's  Fanton  had  a  small  ice  house,  size  f«uu'teen  by 
fourteen  feet,  «)n  the  old  pottery  lot  on  IMain  street,  south  of  Slicr- 
man  street,  now  owned  bv  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Peny,  from  which  he 
snj)plied  ilie  steam)>oats  and  a  few  other  pai1i<'s,  perhaps  as  early 
as  1840- 
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I\Ir.  Wells  secured  liis  ice  from  the  Keeler  Pond  at  Berkshire, 
near  the  present  Lindley  street,  and  later  from  the  Joseph  Seeley 
Pond  on  the  Island  Brook  stream  and  the  Pequonnock  factory 
pond.  Mr.  John  D,  Budau  commenced  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Wells 
in  1848,  and  continned  five  years,  handling  seven  or  eight 
hundred  tons  per  year. 

Mr.  Thomas  J»  IMoody  also  entered  the  field,  and  Mr.  Wells 
soon  sold  ont  to  him.  Mr.  Moody  continued  the  business  a  num- 
ber of  years,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  J.  W.  PaiTott.  After  a 
short  period  on  his  own  account,  Parrott  got  up  the  Ice  and 
Stone  Company,  which  in  turn  was  succeeded  by  the  present 
Naugatuck  Ice  Company  in  1874.  This  company  furnishes  the 
larger  share  of  ice  required  for  this  market.  Their  sources  of 
supply  are  the  pond  of  the  Pequonnock  Factory  or  woolen  niills^ 
for  about  one-half,  and  the  pond  at  Seymour  for  the  other  half. 
The  facilities  established  by  Mr.  PaiTott  west  of  Park  avenue, 
near  Union  avenue,  are  of  use  only  in  favorable  seasons.  This 
company  handle  about  three  thousand  tons  of  ice  in  a  season. 
Other  parties  occupy  a  portion  of  the  field,  and  in  favorable 
seasons  niav  add  five  to  eis'ht  hundred  tons  to  the  above. 

IRON  FOUNDRIES  A^^D  MACHINERY. 

There  are  in  this  city  three  iron  foundries,  where  castings  of  all 
sizes  and  descriptions  are  made.  Besides  these,  the  sewing 
machine  companies  have  extensive  foundries  for  the  production  of 
their  own  castings,  together  using  a  very  large  quantity  of  raw 
material. 

Machinery  of  all  kinds,  from  the  steam  engine  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  horse  })Ower  to  a  pin  machine,  is  built  here.  Steam  boil- 
ers of  all  sizes  and  patterns,  iron  railing  and  iron  fences,  machine 
forgings,  and  malleable  iron  of  excellent  quality  is  produced  here, 
the  particular  mention  and  history  of  all  which  nmst  be  reserved. 

This  branch  of  manufactures  has  been  alfected  by  the  general 
depression,  and  yet  all  the  establishments  have  been  kept  running 
under  close  reef — waiting  for  the  skies  to  brightt'u. 

KNOB  MANUFA('TURE. 

Door  knobs  and  house  trimmings  in  variety  are  manuiactured 
by  the  Klcctro  Casting  Com})any,  both  in  brou/e  and  nickel- 
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plated,  wbicli  are  claimed  to  be  of  excellent  quality  and  superior 
designs. 

Door  knobs  are  also  a  specialty  with  the  Oraamental  Wood 
Company ;  plain  and  ornamented  in  native  and  foreign  woods  of 
all  kinds — also  ivory. 

JEWELKT. 

The  imitation  jet  jewelry  and  other  fancy  articles  in  imitation 
jet  are  successfully  manufactured  here  by  one  establishment,  sales 
of  which  are  encouraging,  considering  the  times.  The  business  is 
thought  to  be  capable  of  indefinite  enlargement. 

The  medium  and  finer  articles  of  jewelry  sold  here  are  pur- 
chased in  other  markets.  The  business  has  been  well  sustained, 
but  quickly  feels  the  effect  of  hard  times. 

LEATHER. 

The  manufacture  of  leather  has  had  a  place  in  the  industries  of 
this  place  from  its  earliest  settlement.  It  is  only  at  a  compara- 
tively recent  period,  however,  that  it  has  assumed  any  considerable 
proportions.  About  1845  Mr.  S.  J.  Patterson  commenced  the 
manufactm*e  of  patent  leather  in  the  usual  variety,  but  more 
especially  to  meet  the  demands  of  carnage  makers  for  tops,  boots, 
trimmings,  etc.  In  1S49  he  was  joined  by  Mr.  Stephen  Tomlin- 
son  and  formed  the  Bridge})ort  Patent  Leather  Company,  whii'li 
was  again  enlarged  in  1866,  embracing  all  the  modem  improve- 
ments. The  works  are  nm  by  a  steam  engine  of  twenty- tivc 
horse  power,  and  in  ordinary  times  handle  and  finish  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five  thousand  hides  per  annum.  More  recently  attention 
has  been  .given  to  the  production  of  grain  upper  leather  for  boot 
and  shoe  purposes. 

In  1861,  Messrs.  John  S.  AVay  &:  Co.  commenced  the  leather 
manufacture  here,  wliich  has  grown  to  a  large  an«l  impoilanf 
business.  Their  product  is  russet  grain  leather  suitable  for  sadtUe 
bags,  mail  and  traveling  bags,  suspender,  strap  and  bellows 
leather.  Their  process  is  peculiar  and  rapid  but  the  production  is 
highly  satisfactory  as  to  quality,  etc.  Their  facilities  embrace 
two  factories,  each  with  a  forty  horse  power  engine  an<l  boikM,  and 
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all  tlie  modern  labor-saving  machinery  and  appliances.  They 
employ  eighty  men,  and  at  the  present  time  produce  thirty-five 
thousand  sides  of  leather  per  annum. 

Their  hides  are  piincipally  selected  in  tlie  West.  Recently 
they  have  given  special  attention  to  dressing  hufFalo  robes.  The 
buffalo  hides  are  selected  and  forwarded  from  Kansas  and  the  In- 
dian TeiTitory.  The  process  occupies  about  two  weeks  and  the 
production  this  year  will  reach  nine  thousand  robes. 

LOCKS. 

Mail  and  other  locks  have  been  manufactured  here  successfully 
for  several  years. 

Recently,  the  Bridgeport  Lock  Company  have  located  an  exten- 
sive business  here  in  the  manufacture  of  locks  for  the  general 
hardware  trade. 

LTJMBER. 

The  activity  in  building  manufactories,  dwelling  houses,  etc., 
has  developed  and  fostered  a  large  lumber  trade,  supplied  from 
New  York  State,  Michigan  and  Canada ;  also  eastern  lumber 
from  the  State  of  Maine.  Two  or  three  steam  saw  and  planing 
mills  have  ordinarily  been  well  employed  in  preparing  lumber  for 
building  pui-poses,  and  large  quantities,  both  in  the  rough  and 
manufactured,  are  annually  sent  into  the  interior  by  teams  and  on 
the  several  lines  of  railroads. 

The  manufacture  of  doors,  sasli  and  blinds,  mouldings  and  stair 
building  are  large  specialties.  They  are  intimately  connected 
with  and,  for  the  most  part,  follow  tlie  fortunes  of  the  lumber  trade. 

MARBLE  AND  GllAXITE. 

Previous  to  1840  the  marl  do  that  reached  this  point  and  vicinity 
was  mostly  brought  in  wagons  from  New  Preston,  in  Litchlield 
County,  or  Dover,  N.  Y.  It  was  mostly  used  for  memoiial  slabs 
in  grave  yards.  Special  orders  were  largcdy  taken  by  marble 
workers  at  those  points,  and  the  iinished  work  delivered.  The 
construction  of  the  Housatonic  Berkshire  Raiboad  opened  up 
facilities  for  more  thoroughly  utilizing  the  quames  of  Berkshin* 
County,   ^lasH,,  at    ShefHeld   and    Pee,   tor    hnihling  purposes. 
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Large  contracts  wore  made  tlierefrom  for  "building  tiie  Girard  Col- 
lege, Pliiladelpliia,  and  for  the  Capitol  and  other  public  buildiniJ:^ 
in  Washington.  Special  arrangemeuts  were  made  in  1842  for  the 
transportation  of  large  blocks  weighing  sixteen  or  more  tons.  A 
heavy  crane  was  erected  on  Simons'  Wharf,  (now  occupied  1>y 
LyoUj  Curtis  &:  Co.,)  for  handling  them. 

The  granite  business  was  commenced  here  by  Messrs.  B.  Ellis  & 
Willetts  on  Simons'  Wharf  in  1851,  and  with  numerous  change«, 
Mr.  Ellis  is  in  the  same  business  still,  handling  immense  blocks  of 
granite  and  marble,  and  working  both  for  building  and  monument- 
al pm'poses.  In  the  advance  and  improvement  of  the  public  taste 
in  the  laying  out  and  adornment  of  public  cemeteries,  the  old- 
fashioned  tomb-stone  has  become  almost  a  thing  of  the  past,  and 
rendered  monuments  of  varied  size  and  pattern  fashionable  and 
common.  This  department  is  well  met  by  the  firm  of  Ellis,  War- 
ren &  Co.  and  several  other  reliable  manufacturers. 

Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  powerful  crane  con- 
structed by  Mr.  B.  Ellis,  and  in  use  on  the  wharf  in  the  rear  of 
No.  391  Water  street.  It  has  a  capacity  of  forty  tons.  Ir 
takes  up  a  block  of  granite  or  marble,  weighing  thirty  or 
more  tons,  from  a  railroad  car  and  deposits  it  upon  the  deck  of  a 
vessel  along-side  of  the  dock  with  perfect  safety  and  without 
seeming  effort.* 

Tlie  Lee  Quarry  Company  have  a  contract  for  furnishing  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  tons  of  marble  for  the  jiuldic  buildings 
in  Philadelphia,  largely  in  heavy  blocks,  the  delivery  of  which 
covers  a  peiiod  of  ten  years — three  have  already  expired.  This 
yard  handles  twenty  thousand  tons  per  year,  including  the  above 
transfer. 

Hereby  is  thoroughly  illustrated  the  supenor  facilities  here 
aftbrded  for  the  handling  and  transfer  of  heavy  freights  directly 
from  rail  car  to  vessels  or  rice  versa,  the  im})ortauce  of  whitli  is 
getting  to  ])e  more  and  more  a])preciated. 


♦Capable  parties  who  have  been  o)5ser\-ant  trawlers  in  tliis  country 
and  al)road,  say  they  have  never  seen  any  niachiiiery  put  to  sneli  use,  work 
with  such  perfect  eflfcct,  ease  and  quiet,  to  either  raise  or  lower  those  heavy 
weights  or  move  them  horizontally. 
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MAEBLEIZED  SLATE. 

Vermont  slate  had  not  been  much  used,  except 'in  the  vicinity 
where  found  for  grave  stones,  previous  to  1852.  About  that 
period  it  began  to  be  used  for  roofing  purposes.  It  was  also  found 
susceptible  of  high  ornamentation  and  polish,  and  about  the  same 
period  marbleized  mantles  of  beautiful  hues  and  combinations,  and 
of  elegant  patterns  and  finisli,  were  made.  These  mantles  liave 
been  manufactm*ed  and  sold  in  this  city  for  the  last  six  years,  and 
are  believed  to  have  given  good  satisfaction,  largely  taking  the 
place  of  marble.  The  slate  is  brought  from  Fair  Haven,  Ver- 
mont, over  the  Housatonic  railroad  and  connections  du'cct  from  the 
quanies. 

MILL  STOXES  AJs^D  PORTABLE   FLOUR  AXD  GRIST  MILLS 

are  manufactured  by  Leonard  &  Silliman,  of  all  sizes,  and  sold  in 
considerable  numbers  in  New  England  and  New  York,  also  in 
Spanish  West  Indies,  Mexico,  Central  and  South  America.  Their 
trade  with  the  Spanish  speaking  people  is  of  such  importance  that 
then*  catalogue  and  price  lists  are  published  in  that  language. 
The  business  was  first  organized  by  Mr.  Josiah  Piatt,  at  Piatt's 
Mills,  near  the  gate  on  theEaston  Turnpike,  in  1S35.  They  were 
afterward  made  by  Nichols  &  Marsh  at  Moody's  Mills  on  North 
avenue,  and  the  late  Mr.  John  Moody  and  his  son,  John  T. 
Moody,  were  interested.  The  business  came  into  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Michael  Callahan  in  1855,  and  was  located  on  Water  street, 
between  Gilbert  and  Thomas  streets.  Mr.  C.  was  not  successful 
and  the  entire  interests  passed  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  David  Wake- 
man  as  principal  creditor,  who  sold  them  to  Mr.  B.  W.  Leonard 
about  1858.  Mr.  Leonard  has  greatly  improved  the  mill  and 
machinery,  and  largely  extended  the  business. 

NOVELTIES  AND  TOYS. 

It  is  worthy  of  mention  that  there  are  employed  on  these  in  our  city 
several  hundred  hands  and  an  invested  capital  of  about  §100,000. 
The  most  complicated  of  mechanical  toys,  the  veriest  tritle  found 
in  the  city  bazaars,  toys  from  the  value,  of  many  dollars  down  lo 
fructiuns  of  dimes,  are  produced  in  profusion  and  tiud  ready  market 
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througliout  all  the  country — even  extending  to  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  We  welcome  these  manufactures,  employing  as 
they  do  all  grades  of  help,  from  the  smaller  working  children  to 
the  best  of  mechanics  at  high  wages. 

OYSTERS. 

Oysters  of  natural  growth  were  never  found  in  any  considerable 
quantities  in  this  harbor.  A  few  could  always  be  taken  by  expert 
or  knowing  water-men  in  the  upper  harbor  ncitr  Berksliire.  or  in 
the  "gut"  leading  to  Yellow  Mill.  Oysters  of  natural  growth  are 
only  fit  for  use  at  certain  seasons,  and  during  the  months  of  the 
calendar  in  which  the  letter  E.  is  wanting,  by  common  sentiment 
they  are  tai(X>ed.  When  taken  from  their  natural  bed  and  planted 
in  a  favorable  location  and  waters,  after  proper  growth,  they  are 
not  liable  to  the  popular  objection,  but  are  wholesome  earing  at 
any  season.  Hence  a  large  and  lucrative  business  has  grown  up 
at  various  points  in  taking  seed  oysters  from  the  Southern  rivers 
or  wherever  foimd  in  sutncient  quantities,  and  planting  then. 
Fair  Haven,  Connecticut,  has  grown  populous  and  rich  out  of  this 
business. 

In  1S42,  when  the  Housatonic  Kailroad  afforded  the  only  winter 
route  for  freight  and  travel  between  Xew  York  and  Albany  and 
the  West,  Fair  Haven  people  brought  large  quantities  of  oysters 
in  kegs  over  here  for  shipment.  The  wagoning  was  so  much  of 
an  item  that  they  thought  it  would  be  wiser  to  bed  the  oysters  in 
the  harbor  and  take  them  up  as  wanted,  thus  transferring  a  part 
of  their  business  to  this  point.  They  found  good  planting 
ground  in  the  inner  and  shallow  waters  on  the  east  shore  of  the 
harbor  and  bedded  considerable  quantities  there.  The  experiment 
worked  successfully  until  the  beds  became  too  tempting  to  thieving 
neighbors.  Unfortunately,  jurisdiction  over  the  premises  occupied 
by  the  beds  belonged  to  Str.atford.  Application  was  made  to  the 
authorities  of  that  town  for  protection,  but  they  would  not  grant 
it,  and  Bridgeport  for  the  time  was  powerless ;  hence,  with  the 
opening  of  other  channels  to  the  West  a  few  yean;  later,  the  oys- 
ters were  all  taken  up  and  the  beds  abandoned.  Di  spite  this 
ill  surcess,  our  own  citizens  have  staked  out  premises,  nud  by 
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constant  vigilance^  successfully  cultivated  and  secured  therefrom 
oysters  of  excellent  size  and  quality. 

It  is  a  fair  subject  for  agitation  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to  secure 
to  Bridgeport  an  eastern  boundary  line,  such  as  she  should  have 
had  when  originally  set  off  from  Stratford,  and  which  will  give  us  the 
control  of  the  entire  waters  of  our  harbor. 

Within  a  few  years  extensive  beds  of  seed  oysters  have  been 
found  just  outside  the  harbor,  and  at  this  season  of  the  year  a  large 
fleet  of  oyster  boats  may  be  seen  dredging  for  them. 

Immense  quantities  have  been  taken  and  transported  to  other 
waters  for  planting.  It  is  a  question  whether  we  have  not  some 
rights  in  the  matter  the  public  are  bound  to  respect,  and  this  also 
ought  to  have  the  attention  of  this  Board. 

PAPER. 

The  manufacture  of  paper  is  represented  by  the  Messrs.  Fair- 
child,  w^ho  are  veterans.  This  establishment  affords  tlie  rare 
example  in  these  days  of  a  successful  business  transmitted  from 
father  to  son  in  the  third  generation. 

Straw  wrapping  paper  is  also  made  by  L.  W.  Peck,  and  straw 
board  by  A.  Tait's  Sons,  all  on  the  Pcquonnock  river  within  the 
limits  of  the  town  of  Trumbull,  but  hailing  from  Bridgeport. 

The  convenient  fashion  of  packing  almost  every  thing  in  paper 
boxes  and  paper  bags  has  developed  quite  a  large  business  to  meet 
this  want. 

PACKING. 

Messrs.  F.  A.  Bartram  &  Co.  annually  pack  and  cure  the  product 
of  about  seven  thousand  hogs,  which  ai-e  brought  from  the  West 
in  the  packing  season,  from  October  to  April.  Their  market,  in 
addition  to  the  immediate  vicinity,  is  Western  Connecticut  and 
^rassachusetts,  on  the  line  of  the  several  railroads,  and  a  portion 
of  Long  Island.  Their  business  requires  the  purchase  of  a  (quantity 
equal  to  their  own  packing  and  cure. 

PLUMBIXG  AND  GAS.  FITTING 

in  all  branches  and  variety  are  well  rej)rcscnted. 


324 


PUMPS. 

Submerged  puinps  for  deep  wells  and  security  against  frost  are 
a  Bridgeport  specialty.  They  have  great  power  as  a  force  pump 
and  work  with  remarkable  ease.  As  no  water  remains  in  the 
pump  above  the  water  in  the  well,  they  possess  a  great  advantage 
in  all  northern  latitudes.  The  FoiTcster  submerged  pump  is  made 
by  the  Forrester  Manufactunng  Company,  on  Middle  street. 
Messrs.  Wilson,  Parsons  &  Co.,  E.  D.,  manufacture  the  American 
subinerged  pump.  They  also  make  a  kind  adapted  for  pumping 
out  vessels,  etc.,  of  great  power  and  capacity. 

PvIFLES. 

The  Sharps  Rifle  Company  have  located  their  armory  here 
during  the  past  year,  for  the  manufacture  of  their  celebrated  arms. 
The  attention  of  this  company  has  heretofore  been  directed  to  fill- 
ing military  orders,  but  of  late  its  success  as  a  sporting  gun  has 
created  a  demand  for  this  pm-pose,  which  is  constantly  increasing. 

SADDLERY    AND  HAEKESS. 

If  history  only  or  principally  was  the  object  of  these  pages,  one 
of  the  most  interesting  subjects  would  be  saddlery.  It  was  a  very 
important  element  in  the  earlier  growth  and  prosperity  of  Bridge- 
port ;  indeed,  for  almost  half  a  century  its  relative  importance  as 
com})ared  with  the  size  and  otlier  general  interests  of  the  place, 
WHS  fully  e(pial  to  that  of  the  sewing  machuie  interest  of  the  last 
deca(ie  and  the  present  time.  Substantial  fortunes  were  realized 
by  principals,  and  among  the  employed,  liberal  earnings,  a  gener- 
ous rivalry  and  ambition,  stimulated  the  genus  of  useful  lives 
which  often  developed  in  other  sj)heres,  and  numerous  independent 
ha})})y  homes  were  scc'ured  aiul  nmintained  under  its  fostering 
inthicnce.  The  markets  were  almost  exclusively  in  the  South, 
and  the  late  "unpleasantness''  o})erated  in  several  ways  to  render 
the  market  almost  worthless  and  to  change  the  soiuces  of  supply 
for  what  reuuiined.  The  few,  who  hold  on,  do  so  in  the  lio[)e  of  a 
change  for  the  better. 

Jn  tlie  way  of  harness  and  horse  equipage  the  general  prospenty 
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of  the  last  few  years,  together  with  the  opening  of  our  Seaside 
Park,  has  created  a  demand  and  stimulated  the  production  of 
elegant  specimens.  No  finer  and  better  can  he  produced  any 
where  than  is  turned  out  by  several  of  our  manufactories,  and 
scarcely  any  finer  display  any  where  can  b<'  met  witli  than  at  the 
Park  on  a  pleasant  Saturday  evening. 

SEWIXG  MACHINES. 

Sewing  macliincs  open  a  subject  entirely  too  large  to  be  satis- 
factorily treated  in  tlic  shoit  time  and  space  now  at  command. 
East  Bridgeport  has  been  built  up  mainh'  on  the  development  and 
prosperity  of  this  interest;  indeed,  it  enters  largely  into  the  life 
blood  of  our  entire  community. 

The  Wheeler  &  Wilson  Manufactunng  Company  located  here 
in  1857,  and  their  history  and  that  of  their  machines  has  been  one 
of  prosperous  enlargement  and  improvement  from  that  time  to 
this.  In  the  excellence,  variety  and  capacity  of  their  machines, 
they  stand  almost,  if  not  quite,  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  numufac- 
turers.  Their  works  are  simply  immense — in  their  various  de- 
partments covering  tlie  space  of  four  entire  blocks. 

The  ordinary  force  of  employees  in  all  branches  numbers  twelve 
hundred,  and  a  monthly  pay  roll  amounts  to  $100,000.  Product 
five  hundred  to  six  hundred  and  fifty  machines  per  day. 

The  renowned  Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  established  his  manufactory 
here  in  1862-3.  ]\[r.  Howe  was  essentially  an  inventor;  as  a 
manufacturer  he  did  not  excel.  After  his  death  in  1867,  his  heirs 
and  successors  enlarged  the  business  to  a  capacity  equal  to  any  in 
this  country,  adding  an  important  branch  in  Glasgow,  Scotland. 

^Their  factories  in  this  city  embrace  an  area  of  flooring  of  five 
hundred  and  seventy  thousand  square  feet.  They  have  tmnied 
out  fifteen  thousand  machines  in  a  nu)nth,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  parts  for  five  thousand  more  for  the  (Jlasgow  ho»ise. 

During  the  last  year  their  business  has  felt  the  general  de- 
pression, and  the  product  lias  averaged  much  less  than  the  above. 

The  Secor  Com])any  are  vigorously  preparing  for  renewed 
a<;tivity  und(M-  new  auspices,  which  it  Ls  hoped  will  ensure  abun- 
dant success. 
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SHIRT  MANUFACTURE 

was  commenced  here  in  1836.  Messrs.  D.  and  I.  N.  Judson,  it  is 
supposed,  were  the  first  parties  in  the  country  to  make  a  special 
business  of  manufacturing  shirts  for  the  trade. 

In  their  clothing  store,  on  the  corner  of  Market  and  Cheny 
streets.  New  York,  they  had  a  department  up  stairs  devoted  to 
shirts.  The  first  eiiperiment  was  to  cut  out  a  few  dozen  shirts 
and  send  them  to  then-  sister,  Miss  Caroline  Judson,  of  Old  Mill 
Green.  She  superintended  the  giving  of  them  out  to  women  in 
the  vicinity  to  make  up,  by  hand,  of  com-se,  at  that  peiiod.  They 
were  properly  laundried  and  returned  ready  for  the  sales  room. 
The  experiment  was  successful,  and  the  business  outgrew  the 
strength  and  physical  capacity  of  Miss  Judson,  when  ISlr.  Wyllys 
Stillman  became  the  agent  or  superintendent,  and  the  business 
was  conducted  in  the  mill  building  on  the  stream  at  the  head  of 
Pembroke  Lake,  which  has  been  used  until  recently  as  a  depot 
and  lanndry. 

Rev.  Cyrus  Silliman,  then  residing-  in  Green's  Farms,  aided  in 
placing  the  work  in  proper  hands  in  his  vicinity,  and  afterwards 
conducted  a  separate  and  independent  business,  traveling  a  wide 
circuit. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Stillman,  who  entered  the  establishment  of  Messrs. 
Judson  in  New  York,  as  a  boy,  early  became  the  superintendent 
of  the  shirt  department,  prepared  the  first  patterns,  cut,  sent  out, 
and  received  the  work,  etc.  As  l\[r.  S.  has  been  continuously  and 
is  still  in  the  business,  he  must  be  acknowledged  a  veteran. 

Mr.  Thaddeus  Barnes  came  here  from  New  Haven  in  1849,  and 
commenced  the  manufacture  for  Messrs.  C.  B.  Hatcli  lV  Co.,  New 
York,  at  No.  360  Main  street. 

In  1853-4,  Mr.  Barnes  built  the  original  building  of  wliat  is 
now  the  Burlock  Shirt  Factory  on  Golden  Hill,  attracted  thither 
by  the  excellent  spriiii]^s  of  soft  water  for  laun(h-y  pur])ose.-<.  He 
early  introduced  the  use  of  tlie  Wheeler  AVilson  sewing  ma- 
chines, and  is  believed  to  have  been  the  first  to  apply  steam  power 
for  running  tliem.  Messrs.  C.  1^.  Hatch  (.'o.  took  the  establish- 
ment in  IS.OS,  aTid  enlarged  nnd  run  it  until  1S61.  The  present 
proprietors  liave  still  further  enlarged  tlic  buildings  and  perfected 
tlie    facilities.    Its    employees    number   about    llnee  huudreil 
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in  the  factory,  and  tliey  liave  on  their  books  four  hundred 
other  names  who  take  work  outside,  a  single  name  often  represent- 
ing a  whole  family, 

Messrs.  Jndson  Brothers,  (juniors,)  succeed  in  the  original  busi- 
ness and  are  located  on  Middle  street. 

Several  other  establisliments  of  considerable  size  contribute  to 
make  the  interest  a  very  important  one  in  this  community. 
.  A  corset  factory  is  now  building  on  Lafayette  street,  which  is 
expected  to  employ  two  hundred  or  more  hands,  and  is  considered 
an  important  acquisition  to  the  Bridgeport  manufacturing  interests. 

SOAP. 

Tfie  time  was,  a.  few  remember  it,  when  every  family  made 
tlieir  own  soap.  The  wood  ashes  were  careftilly  stored.  In  the 
spring  of  the  year  they  were  brought  out,  placed  in  large  hogs- 
heads or  other  receptacle  and  leached.  To  the  lye  wa§  added  the 
quota  of  grease,  a  lirtle  potash  perhaps,  and  a  proper  proportion  of 
soft  water.  One  or  more  barrels  of  excellent  (or  indifferent)  soa}) 
was  the  result,  whicli,  with  prudent  use,  sufficed  until  tlie  seasons 
had  again  rolled  their  accustomed  round.  Then,  also,  the  prudent 
housewife  prepared  tlie  tallow  afforded  by  the  tj^uarter  or  side  of 
beef  cut  up  and  cured  for  the  family  use,  and  with  suitable  wick, 
by  dip  or  mould,  produced  tlie  candle  of  universal  use.  'A  few  there 
.\vere  of  less  skill  or  thrift,  or  of  taste  fastidious,  who  sought,  by  box 
or  pound,*  the  sleek  or  stately  product  of  the  veteran,  •'  E.  Gregory, 
Tallow  Chandler,  Beaver  street,  Bridgeport,  Connecticut.-' 

But  time  changes  all  things.  The  wood  ashes  have  given 
place  to  stenle  coal,  and  the  most  the  prudent  housewife  of  to-day 
can  do  is  to  lay  by  the  soap  grease  for  Fairchild  Slielton.  The 
*l)eef  is  now  cured  by  the  dealer,  and  the  tallow  of  both  kine  and 
steer,  no  longer  needed  by  the  (•handler,f  by  some  secret,  artificial 
chemistry,  is  turned  into  butter,  g(^od,  'tis  said,  and  now  Fairchild 

Shelton  will  utilize  all  the  uiaterial  husbanded,  ami  furnish,  by 
]»rocess  uiiknowu  of  old,  excellcTit  soap  for  laundry  or  faiuily  use, 
l>esides  all  articles  akin,  in  (piantity  unlimited. 

•Candles,  six  or  eight  or  ten  to  tlie  puimd. 
I  Gas  imd  kerosene  funiisli  better  light. 
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SPRIXGS    AND  AXLES. 

The  rise  and  development  of  this  large  and  important  manufac- 
turing interest  is  within  the  period  of  the  business  life  of  many 
among  us  who  are  not  regarded  as  okl  men.*  These  articles  were 
formerly  made  in  the  smith  shops  of  each  particular  carriage 
factory,  as  required.  About  1842,  Mr.  Stephen  Tomlinson  of  this 
city,  patented  a  spring  perch.  This  patent  was  purchased  by  Mr. 
Eli  Gilbert,  and  he  commenced  their  manufacture  with  the  ordinary 
carriage  springs  for  the  trade  in  1843,  under  the  business  name  of 
the  Tomlinson  Spring  Perch  Company.  His  w^orks  were  on  the 
north  side  of  Cannon  street,  west  of  Broad.  The  spring  perch, 
though  possessing  genuine  merit,  met  with  but  limited  sale.  The 
spring  business,  however,  prospered  and  expanded.  In  1845,  Mr. 
Joseph  C.  Lewis  was  associated,  and  tins  aiTangement  continued 
until  1849,  when  Mr.  G.  retired  on  account  of  failing  health  and 
made  his  home  in  Florida.!  The  manufacture  of  carriage  axles  as 
a  specialty  was  carried  on  by  Mr.  Ebenezer  AVlieeler  and  Mr.  D.  B. 
Gould,  also  on  Cannon  street,  on  the  site  of  the  present  buildings 
of  the  Tomlinson  Spring  and  Axle  Company. 

Tliis  branch  was  added  to  the  products  of  the  Spring  Perch 
Company  in  1852.  Several  other  changes  were  made  about  this 
period,  some  of  them  on  account  of  fires  that  occun'ed  on  their 
premises.  The  Spring  Perch  Company  was  organized  on  its 
present  l)asis  in  1854,  and  with  some  changes  of  men  has  contin- 
ued to  the  present  time.  Its  products  have  always  borne  the 
highest  character  in  the  nuirkets,  and  its  commercial  standing 
is  A  No.  1, 

In  1853,  the  Tomlinson  Spring  and  Axle  Company  was  organ- 
ized, and  soon  took  a  leading  position  in  the  character  and  (juality 
of  tlieir  goods,  and  in  the  amount  of  their  products. 

Other  establishments  hiive  f(dlowed,  as  the  Bridgeport  Spring 
Company,  and  tlic  ^Ktna  Spring  and  Axle  Company,  and  their 
goods  lire  sr night  and  sold  in  all  })aris  of  the  country. 

♦It  is  saiil  thiit  Mr.  }iassoll  Tomlinson  made  tliiongbont  the  first  pair  of 
carriago  sj)rings  in  this  place. 

f  As  ftn  evidence  of  Mr.  Gilbert's  public  spirit,  it  might  bo  mentioned 
that  tlu*  clock  now  in  the  tower  of  the  Fairfield  Avenue  M.  E.  Church  was 
his  gift. 
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This  interer^t  hay  more  or  less  sympathized  with  the  almost  universal 
prostration  of  the  carriage  business,  and  probably  has  not  turned 
out  during  the  last  year,  on  the  average,  much  more  than  one-half 
the  usual  product. 

Mr.  George  Douglass  has  recently  enlarged  his  works,  and 
introduced  the  manufacture  of  car  springs  with  excellent  prospects. 

STEEL  WOKKS. 

Among  the  heaviest  of  the  many  manufacturing  interests  of 
Bridgeport  is  the  production  of  cast  steel.  The  Bridgeport  Steel 
Works  are  situated  most  admirably,  occupying  about  eleven  acres 
of  giwnd  fronting  on  East  Main  street,  and  extending  to  the 
waters  of  Bridgeport  harbor  and  the  Sound,  with  a  shore  line  and 
wharf  front  of  two  thousand,  one  hundred  feet,  thus  affording 
facilities,  as  there  is  at  all  times  sufficient  depth  of  water,  for 
unloading  coal,  iron,  etc.  The  principal  buildings  include  the 
melting  shop,  in  which  there  are  eighteen  furnaces,  with  a  measure- 
ment of  one  hundred  and  twenty  by  fifty  feet ;  the  rolling  mill, 
(supplied  with  two  powerful  trains  of  rollers,  five  steam  hammers, 
the  largest  with  head  weighing  two  thousand,  eight  hundred 
pounds,  immense  cranes,  and  every  other  mechanical  appliance 
that  could  expedite  labor,)  measuring  one  hundred  and  eighty  by 
ninety  feet ;  a  building  seventy  feet  square  for  storage  purposes ; 
the"  pattern  shop,  office,  etc.,  together  with  about  forty  houses 
occupied  by  the  operatives.  Power  is  furnished  by  means  of  two 
engines,  one  of  two  hundred  and  sixty,  the  other  of  one  hundred 
horse  power,  besides  a  smaller  one  for  dnving  the  blast  fan.  The 
annual  consumption  of  coal  is  about  six  thousand  tons.  The 
production  includes  rods  and  bars  of  all  sizes,  from  less  than  an 
inch  to  four  inches  in  diameter,  and  of  various  shapes,  round, 
square,  oval,  octagon  ;  together  with  forgings  for  crank  pins,  con- 
necting rods  for  locomotives,  spiudh's  for  lathes,  frog  steel  for  rail- 
roads, etc.  They  have  lately  been  obliged  to  increase  their 
capacity,  which  is  now  about  four  and  one-half  tons  daily  ;  this 
increase  being  made  into  springs,  both  spiral  and  elliptic.  The 
Union  Car  Spring  Company  of  Jersey  City,  used  to  be  supplied 
with  bar  steel  from  these  works,  but  latterly  they  have  made 
arrangements  to  furnish  tlie  springs  themselves,  and  have  accord- 
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ingly  had  all  the  macliiiieiy  and  tools  of  the  Spring  Company 
removed  to  these  works  here.  These  springs  take  the  place  of  the 
rubber  springs,  which  cost  thirty  cents  per  pound,  while  these  are 
furnished  at  twelve,  thus  effecting  a  considerable  saving.  The>e 
springs  are  in  use  by  all  the  principal  lines  of  railroads  in  the 
country,  both  East  and  West.  These  works  are  owned  by 
MeSvsrs.  Farist  <fc  "Windsor,  who  have  had  man}-  years  experience 
in  tlie  business  of  manufacturing  steel,  thus  enabling  them  to 
employ  all  the  most  approved  processes.  They  have  for  many 
years  furnished  steel  to  some  of  the  most  celebrated  manufactm-eis 
of  cutlery  in  the  United  Slates,  to  a  number  of  the  leading  makers 
of  pistols,  fire  anus,  sewing  machines,  etc.,  to  the  principal  car 
spring  manufacturers,  and  to  tlie  United  States  Government  for 
use  in  the  construction  of  rities  for  the  army.  The  demand  for 
their  products  is  not  confined  to  this  comury,  but  comes  from 
several  foreign  countries  as  well.  These  works  have  only  been  in 
operation  at  Bridgeport  some  four  years,  succeeding  the  Bridge- 
port Steel  Company.  Their  products  stand  unrivalled  for  exwd- 
lence,  there  being  no  better  made.  The  works  are  run  continu- 
ously at  their  full  capacity. 

SILVEK  PLA.TIKG. 

Silver  plating  has  been  carried  on  here  for  many  years,  in  the 
productioTi  of  carrijige,  saddlery,  and  house  trimmings,  etc. 

Electro-plating  in  gold,  silver  and  nickle,  has  in  some  measurt- 
changed  tlie  course  and  character  of  the  business,  much  of  it  being 
done  in  direct  connection  with  the  sewing  machine  and  otlier  h-irgt- 
establishments. 

Close  and  electro-plating  for  the  trade  are  still  nuide  a  specialty 
by  several  parties. 

SILK   l:i  15 1 K ) N    M  A N  U FACT U U E. 

The  germ  of  what  promises  to  be  a  remunerative  ira<le  has  Ihth 
established  sonu'.  little  time  in  our  city,  and  promises  in  its  work- 
manship to  he  better  known  as  the  tinn^s  im}»rove.  There  is  a 
g<K)d  tiehl  for  this  branch  of  imlustry  and  a  fair  jnosprct  of  en- 
largement. 
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VARXISH. 

The  manufacture  of  a  fine  quality  of  vaniish  for  first-class  car- 
riages and  railroad  cars  is  a  specialty  of  the  PaiTOtt  Vaniish  Com- 
pany of  this  city. 

The  business  was  commenced  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Parrott  in  1S40. 
He  continued  it  in  a  quiet  way  for  twenty  years,  at  first  giving 
more  attention  to  ])erfecting  his  methods  for  producing  a  perfect 
article  than  in  extending  trade. 

The  present  company  was  formed  in  1860,  embracing  Messrs. 
H.  R.  Pan'ott  and  John  D.  Whitney,  the  former  as  business  man- 
ager, under  whose  auspices  the  establislnnent  and  facilities  liave 
been  much  enlarged  and  the  business  extended.  They  have 
ostablished  a  reputation  for  their  vaniish,  wdiich  enables  them 
to  supply  regularly  the  leading  carriage  and  car  makers  of  tiie 
countr}'. 

WATER  MOTORS 

to  supply  power  for  blowing  church  organs  and  for  running  any 
light  machinery,  are  made  by  the  Bridgeport  Organ  Engine  Com- 
pany, No.  88  Middle  street,  and  are  successfully  used  in  this  city 
and  numerous  other  places.  Connections  with  the  ordinary  street 
water  pipes  furnishes  all  the  pressure  needed. 

CUTTIXG   WOOD  VENEERS. 

The  expensiveness  of  many  of  the  finer  hard  woods  early  led  to 
the  use  of  veneers. 

These  were,  until  recently,  sawed,  by  which  process  tbey  could 
not  be  made  so  thin  as  is  often  desirable.  The  surface  was  left 
rough  and  required  labor  to  smooth  it,  and  one-half  of  tlie  timber 
wai*  wasted  by  the  calf  in  sawing — a  sa<l  lack  of  economy — 
abhon'ent  to  Yankee  eyes  and  stimulative  of  invention,  lleiu'e 
tiie  cutting  of  veneers,  which  tills  the  bill  for  economy  exactly. 

Soon  after  the  location  liere  of  the  Wheeler  v\:  Wilson  Sewing 
Machine  Com])any  in  lSi37,  an<l  partly  to  meet  their  wants  for 
.sewing  machine  cases,  Uay  tV:  Morris  commenced  this  business 
on  tlie  southerly  side  of  East  Washington  avenue,  near  the  east 
end  of  Noble's  Bridge.  Here  they  were  btmied  out  and  next  located 
witli  Messrs.  Lyon,  Curtis      Co.,  using  their  steam  power. 
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In  1866,  Mr.  13.  Ray  purchased  tlie  property  he  now  owns  and  occu- 
pies on  the  east  side  of  Main  street  and  north  of'  Congress  street, 
and  removed  liis  works  thitlier,  increasing  liis  facilities  and  materiallv 
enlarging  his  business. 

These  veneers  are  of  every  variety  of  wood,  such  as  black  walnut, 
Batin-wood,  white  liolly,  rose  wood,  mahogany,  maple,  and  other 
domestic  and  foreign  woods,  and  are  used  for  sewing  machine 
cases,  railroad  cars,  fumituie  and  cabinet  work,  clock  cases, 
pianos,  billiard  tables,  bmshes,  etc.  As  such  valuable  wood  must 
all  be  used,  tbe  pieces  and  scrap  are  carefully  utilized  in  varior.s 
small  articles  of  solid  wood  and  of  ditferent  shapes  and  sizes. 

Very  long  pieces  of  veneering  are  secured  and  with  excellent 
effect  in  the  exhibition  of  beautiful  grain  by  cutting  continu- 
ously around  a  stick  of  curled  maple  or  rose  wood,  for  instance. 
But  the  crowning  specialty  in  wood  work  is  found  in  the 

ORKAMENTAL   WOOD  COMPA^'T. 

Words  can  hardly  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  ease  of  mani}>n- 
lation,  the  exquisite  designs  produced,  or  the  many  difierent  uses 
to  which  the  variety  of  woods  are  devoted.  It  is  one  more  sfeji 
in  the  pathway  of  civilization,  that  man^s  ingenuity  has  deviM  'l 
methods  of  cheapening  the  production  of  works  of  art  and  forms 
of  beauty  in  wood,  that  the  rich  and  poor  may  alike  enjoy  their 
acquisition.  Much  of  the  elaborate  interior  decorating  of  oni 
modem  houses,  hotels,  cars,  boats,  etc.,  is  made  })0ssible  by  tliCM 
industries,  combining,  as  they  do,  the  elegance  and  durability  of 
the  old  carved  work,  with  little  of  the  expense.  What  is  now 
done  by  enonnous  pressure  and  by  means  of  dies  in  a  few  moTucnfs. 
formerly  required  days  of  patient,  laborious  work  of  skilled  work- 
men. 

OENKRAL  REMARKS. 

On  another  page  we  have  incidentally  alluded  to  the  fact  tli.-i' 
Bridgeport  is  conveniently  and  favorably  situated  for  tlie  ]iau«llini: 
and  transfer  of  heavy  and  b\ilky  freights.  Our  railroads,  for  a  long  Hi'-- 
tance,  pass  along  our  water  front,  and  by  means  of  cran(»s  and  cIcn  .i 
tors, transfers  may  be  made  from  cars  to  vessel,  or  the  reverse,  \\  ithoii; 
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touching  the  docks.  Marble  and  iron,  etc.,  from  the  interior ;  coal, 
lumber,  etc.,  for  the  return,  are  thus  handled  in  large  quantities. 

The  broad  avenues  skirting  our  railroads,  from  North  avenue  to 
the  harbor,  in  one  direction ;  from  Pembroke  Lake  on  the  east, 
and  Ash  Creek  on  the  west,  tifford  excellent  sites  for  numerous 
manufactories  whose  heavier  freiglits  can  thus  be  taken  and  deliv- 
ered at  their  doors.  The  facilities  of  railroad  and  steamboat  for 
transportation  and  delivery  of  freights  to  and  from  Xew  York 
excel  in  time,  regularity  and  economy.  They  are  appreciated  by 
all  who  use  them,  and  would  not  be  exchanged  for  Newark 
or  Harlem. 

Bridgeport  has  also  abundant  room  for  expansion,  and  holders 
of  real  estate  are  not  exclusive.  With  the  start  already  obtained 
during  the  last  few  years  5  with  enterprise  and  effort,  a  spirit  of 
harmony — a  long  pull,  a  strong  pull  ami  a  pull  all  together — there 
seems  no  reason  why  her  borders  may  not  be  greatly  increased, 
her  cords  lengthened  and  her  stakes  strengthened,"  in  the  near 
future. 


Thus  we  close  this  rapid  and  imperfect  sketch.  Undertaken 
at  the  last  moment  and  in  the  midst  of  other  pressing  calls  and 
cares,  it  appears  very  tame  and  unsatisfactory  to  the  writer. 

We  have  touched  upon  the  various  products  of  om'  community 
and  indulged  in  some  scraps  of  history,  not  so  much  in  the  way  of 
statistics,  as  to  fonn  a  basis  for  future  reference,  enlargement  and 
compai-ison.  We  have  touched  lightly  upon  some,  and  have 
omitted  others,  for  the  want  of  time  to  look  up  the  data  and  space 
for  the  mention. 

Bridgeport  may  well  be  proud  of  her  manufacturing  industries, 
their  history  and  their  character  at  home  and  abroad.  Very  large- 
ly, and  as  a  rule,  everywhere,  to  say  an  article  is  a  Bridgeport 
production,  is  a  synonym  for  excellence  and  insures  attention. 

It  has  not  been  within  our  plan  to  speak  of  dealers  merely, 
wholesale  or  retail,  who  are  an  imimrtant  element  in  our  business 
interests.  It  is  to  be  hoped  justice  will  be  done  to  these  in  a  future 
edition. 
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Extract  from  the  m'mutes  of  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Comicil  of 
the  Citf/  of  Bridgeport,  held  March  30,  1874: 


Councilman  Candee  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Hesohed,  That  this  Council  herebj'  requests  Major  William  B.  Ilincks  to 
prep:ire  a  historicn.1  paper,  narrating  all  the  local  events  in  this  town  con- 
nected witli  the  War  of  the  lievolution,  with  such  other  events  connected 
with  the  history  of  the  territ<jry  now  comprised  within  the  limits  of 
Biidgeport,  either  prior  or  subsequent  to  the  lie  volution,  as  he  may  deem 
proper,  and  to  have  the  same  ready  for  reading  or  publication  on  the  day 
of  the  centennial  celebration  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  send  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  to  Mr.  Hincks. 

A  true  copy.  Attest, 

MOREIS  B.  BEAEDSLEY,  City  Clerk. 


OEXTENJvIAL  HISTOKY. 


It  may  seem  a  daring  flight  of  imagination  for  us  to  speiik  of 
Bridgeport  in  connection  with  the  HevoUition,  when,  strictly 
speaking,  one  hundred  years  ago  to-day  there  was  no  such  place 
as  Bridgeport  in  existence.  Our  beautiful  city,  the  third  in  the 
State  in  size,  and,  as  we  believe,  second  to  none  in  many  re- 
spects that  make  it  desirable  as  a  dwelling  place,  was  then  not 
only  unknown  to  fame,  but  the  ground  now  occupied  by  our 
busiest  streets  and  most  stately  warehouses,  was  either  overflowed 
by  the  rising  tide,  or  was,  at  best,  but  a  dense  morass ;  while 
G-olden  Hill,  now  crowned  by  so  many  spacious  nuinsious,  was 
only  a  craggy  eminence,  surmounted  by  nothing  more  palatial 
than  a  few  Indian  wigwams.  Fairfield  and  Stratford  were 
indeed  places  of  some  importance,  especially  the  former,  which 
was  a  business  center,  and  for  more  than  a  hundred  years  had 
been  the  county  and  court  town ;  but  Bridgeport  was  as  yet 
represented  only  by  Stratfield,  a  plantation  upon  the  western 
border  of  our  present  township,  embracing  some  one  hundred 
and  fifty  houses,  and  a  population  of  perhaps  a  thousand  persons. 

Let  us  for  a  few  moments  dismiss  the  present  from  our  thoughts, 
and  try  to  call  up  before  us  this  settlement  of  Stratfield  as  it 
existed  a  hundred  years  ago.  "We  find  it  rather  a  farming  com- 
munity than  a  compacr  village,  and  the  houses  are  somewhat 
widely  scattered,  though  most  of  them  either  front  u})on  the  old 
Boston  stage  road,  now  known  as  North  avenue,  or  else  extend 
along  Division  street,  to  a  })oint  far  up  the  slopes  of  Toilscune  hill. 

The  houses  themselves  were  of  that  autiipu'  type  of  which  a 
few  s])ecimens  yet  remain  ;  unpainted  and  covered  with  clapboards 
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of  riven  oak^  with  sloping-  roofs  descending  nearly  to  the  ground 
in  the  rear,  and  windows  of  diamond  glass  set  in  leaden  frames 
and  swin<ring  upon  hinges.  Frequently  the  upper  story  of  the 
house  overhung  the  lower,  and  in  every  case  the  only  means  for 
securing  warmth  and  ventilation,  especially  the  latter,  was  the 
immense  fire  place  in  the  great  stone  chimney,  often  twelve  feet 
square,  which  occupied  the  center  of  the  building. 

As  elsewhere  throughout  the  colony  the  people  of  this  vicinity 
were  almost  entirely  of  English  descent.  The  occupation  of  the 
men  was  either  agriculture  or  seafaring  ;  for  with  the  exception 
of  the  miller,  the  blacksmith  and  the  tanner,  important  personages 
in  every  new  community,  manufacturers  and  mechanics  were 
almost  unknown ;  everything  required  for  use  being  either 
produced  on  the  homestead  or  brought  by  exchange  from  foreign 
countries.  Sheep  raising  was  a  much  more  important  branch  of 
industry  than  at  present,  and  broad  fields  of  flax  waved  upon 
every  farm.  The  spinning  wheel  and  the  loom  were  indispen- 
sable articles  of  furniture,  and  with  these  the  women  of  each 
family  produced  all  the  clothing  and  linen  needed  for  the 
household.  Negro  slavery  was  common.  Almost  every  family  of 
means  held  one  or  more  slaves,  who  were  in  general  kindly 
treated,  and  were  sometimes  members  of  the  same  church  with 
their  owners. 

At  the  time  of  the  Revolution  there  were  three  religious 
societies  in  Stratfield.  The  oldest  and  largest  society  was  the 
Congregational,  whose  meeting  liouse  for  more  than  a  hundred 
years,  from  1717  to  1S34,  stood  facing  westward  upon  an  unin- 
closed  piece  of  ground  near  the  corner  of  Division  street  and  the 
old  stage  road.  It  was  the  second  house  of  worship  built  by  the 
society,  jind,  as  some  now  present  may  remember,  was  a  building 
of  considerable  size,  possessing  galleries,  a  steeple  and  a  bell, 
but  unprovided  witii  tire  }>lace,  furnace  or  stove,  so  that  on 
Sabbath  days  in  winter  the  howling  blasts  without  must  some- 
times have  almost  raised  the  hair  upon  the  heads  of  the  wor- 
shippers. Could  we  have  looked  in  upon  the  assembly,  we  should 
liave  seen  the  congregation  seated  upon  benches  without  backs, 
save  only  a  few  of  the  wealthier  or  more  aristocratic  members  of 
the  flock  who  weri'  the  owners  of  separate  pews,  square  box-like 
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structures,  built  at  their  own  expense  by  pennissiou  of  the  society  ; 
and  the  deacons,  who  occupied  a  bench  by  themselves,  facing  the 
rest  of  the  audience,  close  under  the  pulpit,  the  better  to  receive 
the  more     perpendicular  droppings  of  the  word." 

The  minister,  Rev.  Robert  Ross,  a  graduate  of  Princeton 
College,  New  Jersey,  though  born  in  this  country,  was  of  Irish 
parentage.  In  •  person  he  was  about  six  feet  high  and  well 
proportioned.  His  usual  attire  was  a  black  suit,  with  wig, 
cocked  hat,  ruffled  shirt,  knee  breeches  and  white-topped  boots. 
Beside  attending  to  his  parochial  duties,  Mr.  Ross  found  some 
time  to  devote  to  literary  labor.  Among  his  published  works 
were  a  Latin  grammar,  a  spelling  book  and  sundry  sermons  in 
pamphlet  form,  among  them  one  of  a  controversial  nature,  bearing 
testimony  against  the  enthusiasm  and  delnsion,"  as  he  termed  it, 
^*  of  the  Baptists  in  tliis  Society."  Another  sermon  of  his,  preached 
about  the  commencement  of  the  w^ar  and  afterward  printed,  was 
from  the  text,  "  For  the  divisions  of  Reuben  there  were  great 
searchings  of  heart,"  and  had  reference  to  the  painful  state  of 
uncertainty  in  which  many  found  themselves  in  regard  to  their 
future  political  action.  This  uncertainty  Mr.  Ross  endeavored  to 
remove,  for  he  was  a  strong  Whig  throughout  the  Revolution,  and 
in  his  public  services  never  failed  to  pray  for  the  success  of  the 
cause  of  independence. 

The  second  church  in  the  place  was  St.  John's  Episcopal,  which 
stood  on  North  avenue,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  west  of  the 
Congregational  meeting  house,  near  the  corner  of  a  street  called 
Church  Lane.  It  was  a  small  frame  building  with  a  steeple  sur- 
mounted by  a  weathercock,  and  was  opened  for  service  in  1749, 
though  not  finished  until  the  year  1793,  when  it  was  consecrated 
by.  Bishop  Seabury.  This  church,  which  in  ISOl  removed  to 
within  our  present  city  limits,  was  one  hundred  years  ago  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  John  Spyre,  a  mis>ion;ny  of  the  Church 
of  England,  n^siding  \u  Eairfiehl,  who  preachcil  here  on  alternate 
Sabbaths.  'Sh.  Sayre  very  naturally  was  an  ardent  royalist,  and 
always  read  tlu?  prayer  for  the  King  and  I'arliauieut  of  England 
nntil  the  temper  of  the  times  became  su(di  as  to  render  it  ini|u  u- 
dent  for  him  to  do  so,  when,  unwilling  t(^  mutilate  the  (hunh 
service,  he  omitted  it  altogether.    After  the  burning  of  Eairlicld 
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in  1779  and  the  departure  of  Mr.  Sayre  from  the  colony,  his  place 
was  filled  by  Philo  Shelton,  whose  name  is  know^n  and  honored 
in  the  annals  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Shelton  at  first 
ofliciated  as  a  lay  reader  but  was  afterward  admitted  to  Priest's 
Orders  by  Bishop  Seabury. 

The  only  other  denomination  represented  in  Stratfield  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolution  was  the  Baptist,  whose  little  house  of 
worship,  built  in  the  year  1770,  was  a  mile  or  two  north  of  the 
other  two  churches,  on  the  same  site  as  the  present  Stratfield 
Baptist  Church.  It  was  square  in  form,  without  steeple  or  bell, 
uupainted  as  to  its  exterior,  and  roughly  plastered  within.  Rev. 
Benjamin  Coles,  who  afterward  became  a  chaplain  in  the  Conti- 
nental army,  was  the  pastor  in  1770.  Through  the  war  the  society 
was  without  a  settled  pastor  until  the  year  1782,  when  Rev. 
Seth  Higby  accepted  a  call  to  the  olHce. 

Stratfield  possessed  at  this  time  one  military  company,  the 
Stratfield  Train  Band,  which,  for  more  than  seventy  years  before 
the  revolution,  used  to  diill  on  the  village  parade  ground,  a  tract 
of  common  still  uninclosed,  a  short  distance  this  side  of  Mountain 
Grove  Cemetery.  Prior  to  the  year  1703  such  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  place  as  bore  arms  mustered  with  the  Stratford  couipany. 
One  of  the  earlier  otlicers  of  this  Train  Baud  was  Captain  John 
Sherwood,  who  in  the  year  1751,  founded  the  Baptist  church  just 
ni'entioued  and  became  its  first  elder.  The  late  Deacon  David 
Sherwood  was  his  grandson,  aud  used  to  tell  this  story  in  illustra- 
tion of  his  ancestoi*'s  uncouimon  physical  strength. 

On  a  certain  training  day,  among  the  spectators  present  was 
a  party  of  Indians  from  the  reservation  on  Golden  Llill,  who  had 
been  behaving  rather  insolently,  and  one  of  them,  a  burly, 
athletic  fellow,  finally  challenged  the  whites  to  choose  their  best 
man,  and  he  would  defeat  him  in  a  wrestling  match.  None  of 
the  spectators,  sturdy  farmers  though  they  were,  felt  able  to  cope 
with  the  Indian  athlete,  whosQ  muscular  frame  plainly  showed  him 
to  be  a  very  formidable  antagonist;  yet  all  felt  it  to  he  important 
tliat  his  challenge  should  be  accepted,  and  that  he  should  be 
defeate«l,  for  the  sake  of  the  effect  upon  the  otlier  savages.  After 
some  deliberation  it  was  decided  that  Capt.  Sherwood  was  the  only 
man  caj)able  ot   vanquisliing  him,  but  doubts  were  expressed 
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whether  he  would  be  willing  to  engage  in  a  wrestling  match  now  that 
he  had  become  so  active  in  religious  matters.  A  deputation  caine  to 
him  as  he  was  drilling  his  men  upon  the  parade  ground,  and  after  hear- 
ing their  story  he  briefly  answered  that  his  present  duty  was  to  drill 
his  corapanyj  but  that  afterward  he  would  attend  to  the  matter. 
Accordingly  when  the  parade  was  over  and  he  had  laid  aside 
his  regimentcils,  he  approached  the  Indian  champion,  who  was 
naked  to  the  waist  and  shining  with  grease,  so  that  it  would 
have  been  difficult  for  another  man  to  lay  hold  of  him.  But, 
bringing  his  right  hand  down  upon  the  shoulder  of  the  astonished 
savage.  Elder  Sherwood  crumpled  it  up  in  his  vise-like  grasp, 
and  then  throwing  his  left  arm  around  him  he  gave  him  such  a 
hug  and  mighty  fall  as  to  leave  him  almost  senseless  upon  the 
field,  while  the  air  rung  with  the  plaudits  of  the  spectators. 

On  week  days,  and  in  the  evening  when  the  work  of  the  day 
was  done,  the  men  of  Stratfield  used  to  meet  at  the  tavern  kept  by 
John  Nichols  to  talk  politics,  or  discuss  the  news  of  the  day  as 
obtained  from  some  passing  traveler,  or  read  aloud  from  the 
columns  of  the  Connecticut  Journal  and  I^ost  Boy,  a  weekly  news- 
paper published  in  New  Haven.  This  taveni  may  still  be  seen  on 
the  western  side  of  the  parade  ground,  not  far  from  the  cemetery. 
It  is  a  building  of  antique  style,  but  in  such  good  repair  that  it 
can  hardly  look  a  day  older  than  when  ^yashingt(>n  lodged 
within  its  walls,  and  if  preserved  from  fire  and  fn)m  the  spirit  of 
modern  improvement,  it  bids  fair  to  withstand  the  storms  of  still 
another  century. 

Political  debate  used  sometimes  to  run  high  within  its  walls,  as 
for  instance  on  a  certain  evening  when  among  the  company 
present  were  Rev.  Mr.  Ross,  and  the  village  blacksmith,  Nathan 
Bangs,  whose  two  sons,  Nathan  and  Heman,  al'terward  rose  to  such 
eminence  in  the  Methodist  denomination.  Some  doubts  having 
been  expressed  as  to  whether  the  people  of  New  Kugland  were 
prepared  to  make  the  sacrifices  necessary  to  ensure  their  country's 
independence,  the  stunly  blacksmith  arose,  aiul  with  ihishing  eye 
and  a  glowing  count(MiaMce,  i)roclaimed  that  for  his  part,  he  would 
not  only  be  willing  to  shed  his  blood,  but  to  endure  the  pains  of 
perdition  etenially,  if  by  such  a  sacrifice  he  conhl  ^ct  Am(>ric:i  free. 
It  is  a  good  thing  to  be  zealous,  brother  Bangs,  but  wot  too 
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zealous  "  replied  Parson  Ross,  who  was  perhaps  a  little  scandal- 
ized at  the  vehemence  of  his  parishioner,  and  calling  for  his  hat 
the  reverend  gentleman  took  his  departure. 

Beside  the  Stratfield  Train  Band  several  other  military  com- 
panies and  detachments  were  raised  here  during  the  revolution. 
One  of  these  was  a  company  called  the  Plouseholders,  made  up 
entirely  of  elderly  men  and  designed  for  home  defense.  It  was 
organized  August  13,  1776,  with  the  following  officers  :  Captain, 
Hezekiah  Huhhcll;  Lieutenants,  James  Hamilton  and  Stephen 
Burroughs  ;  Clerk,  Joseph  Strong,  and  was  not  disbanded  until  the 
close  of  the  war. 

Another  company  was  the  guard  of  about  twenty-five  men 
stationed  on  Stephen  Burroughs'  wharf  at  the  foot  of  State  street. 
At  that  time  Burroughs'  wharf  was  the  only  landing  place  for 
shipping  in  this  harbor  below  the  present  Berkshire  Bridge. 
Above  the  site  of  this  bridge  the  depth  of  water  used  to  be  much 
greater  than  at  present,  so  much  so  that  vessels  designed  for  the 
foreign  trade  were  built  and  launched  where  now  a  skiff  could 
scarcely  float.  The  design  of  this  guard  was  to  break  up  contra- 
band traffic  with  the  enemy,  to  hinder  the  tories  of  Newtown  and 
vicinity  from  communicating  freely  with  their  brethren  on  Long 
Island,  and  to  protect  the  place  from  sudden  attacks  by  maraud- 
ing parties  from  over  the  Sound.  It  was  organized  in  January, 
1777,  with  Lieutenant  Aaron  Hawley  for  commanding  oHicer,  nnd 
did  good  service,  capturing  not  a  few  small  craft,  and  protecting 
the  settlement  from  the  vengeance  of  sundry  exiled  tories  who 
had  threatened  to  return  in  force  and  burn  the  houses  over 
the  heads  of  their  inliabitants. 

There  were  also  during  the  war  several  detachments  enlisted 
in  Stratfield  fur  service  at  a  distance.  One  of  these  took  part  in 
Arnold's  exjjedition  against  Canada,  and  before  its  departure  for 
the  scene  of  action,  was  mustered  in  the  door  yard  of  Kev.  Mr. 
Koss,  where  all  hnelt  down  while  the  clergy num  invoked  the 
divine  blessing  upon  tliem  and  their  enterprise. 

In  August,  177G,  tlie  Stratfield  Train  Band  joined  Washington's 
army  in  New  York  for  a  brief  term  of  service.  It  was  attaclied 
to  Sillirnan's  Connecticut  brigade,  and  was  oHicercd  by  Captain 
Thaddeus  Bennett    and    Lieutenants    Kdward    liurroughs  and 
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Josiah  Lacey.  Suffering  much  from  sickness — from  tLe  effects 
of  wbicli  Lieut.  BuiTouglis  and  Private  Icliabod  French  died, 
and  sundry  others  were  obliged  to  he  discharged  as  unfit  for  ser- 
vice— this  company  narrowly  escaped  capture  with  its  brigade 
when  New  York  was  evacuated  by  Washington ;  the  order  for 
retreat  not  having  been  received  in  time.  It  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tle of  White  Plains,  and  soon  afterward  was  mustered  out,  its  term  of 
enlistment  having  expired.  A  few  months  after  their  discharge, 
Josiah  Lacey  raised  a  company  for  the  Continental  army,  and  was 
commissioned  as  its  captain.  Its  term  of  service  was  three  years 
and  it  formed  a  part  of  Col.  Philip  Bradley's  regiment  in  Hun- 
tington's brigade.  With  the  exception  of  parties  called  out  hastily 
in  sudden  emergencies  and  as  speedily  disbanded  when  the  danger 
was  over,  the  foregoing  were  probably  all  the  military  companies 
recruited  in  Stratfield  during  the  revolution. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1777,  great  suffering  was  caused 
in  Stratfield  by  the  terrible  scourge  of  small-pox,  introduced  by  a 
party  of  exchanged  prisoners,  who  had  been  landed  at  Stratford 
Point  under  a  flag  of  truce.  The  horror  of  this  complaint  can  be 
but  faintly  conceived  by  us  at  the  present  day.  Vaccination  was 
unknown,  and  those  who  had  contracted  the  disease  were  shunned 
even  by  their  friends  and  nearest  neighbors.  People  were  afraid 
to  travel  upon  the  highway  past  the  dwellings  where  the  red  flag 
showed  the  presence  of  the  dreaded  infection.  The  guard  at  the 
harbor  forsook  their  posts,  business  was  suspended,  and  yet  in 
spite  of  all  precautions,  the  number  sick  at  one  time  in  Stratford 
township  was  estimated  at  six  hundred  persons. 

In  May,  1777,  Timothy  Wheeler  and  twelve  other  residents  of 
Stratfield  })etitioned  the  Legislature  for  relief,  and  a  few  weeks 
lt\ter  another  petition  was  signed  by  Rev.  Robert  Ivoss  and 
twenty -one  others.  In  this  it  was  stated  that  the  condition  of 
affairs  had  become  insupportable;  tliat  the  people  were  desperate, 
and  even  threatened  to  pull  down  the  infected  houses  and  shoot 
the  sufferers,  if  tlie  plague  couhl  be  stayed  in  no  other  way. 

By  directii)n  of  the  Legishiture,  General  Si  Him. in  of  Fairfield, 
took  the  matter  in  hand,  and  by  the  use  of  vigorous  sanitary 
nicasures,  (thougli  harilly  such  extreme  ones  as  the  petitioners 
threatened,)  the  ravages  of  the  disease  were  finally  checked. 
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During  the  wliole  war  the  people  of  this  place,  in  common 
with  those  of  other  towns  along  the  coast,  were  exposed  to  con- 
stant aliirms,  occasioned  by  real  or  anticipated  attempts  of  the 
enemy  to  land  and  Inirn  their  dwellings  and  plunder  their  prop- 
erty. The  British  ileet  having  control  of  Long  Island  Sound, 
and  most  of  the  ahle  bodied  men  being  absent  in  the  Continental 
army,  every  strange  sail  approaching  the  shore  was  viewed  with 
apprehension  and  its  movements  carefally  watched.  The  first 
attempt  of  the  kind  was  unsuccessful.  In  March,  1777,  seven  British 
vessels  anchored  ofl'iMill  River,  (now  Soutliport,)  and  twelve  or  four- 
teen boat  loads  of  men  tried  to  effect  a  landing,  but  were  repulsed  by 
the  militia  on  shore,  among  whom  was  a  company  from  Stratfield, 
commanded  by  Ca})tain  Abijah  Sterling  and  Lieutenant  Nathan 
Seeley. 

Six  weeks  later,  April  25th,  1777,  a  fleet  of  twenty-six  sail 
appeared  at  Compo  Point  and  landed  a  force  of  two  thousand  men, 
commanded  by  the  infamous  Tryon,  the  tory  Governor  of  New 
York.  Their  destination  was  Danbury,  where  there  was  a  depot 
of  military  stores  belonging  to  the  Continental  army,  and  one  of 
their  guides  was  a  tory  named  Benedict,  from  this  place.  At 
Reddin<r  Ridsfe  on  the  followino-  niornino-,  Trvon's  li<»-ht  hovsc 
wounded  and  captured  a  young  American,  Lambert  Lockwood  by 
name,  who  was  the  bearer  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Cook,  the 
oflicer  in  command  at  Dan])ury,  to  General  Silliman  of  Fairfield. 
The  messenger  doubtless  owed  his  life  solely  to  the  fact  that  he 
was  recognized  by  Tryon,  to  whom  he  had  rendered  some  assist- 
ance several  years  before,  when  the  Governors  carriage  had 
broken  down  in  passing  through  Norwalk.  After  the  Revolu- 
tion, ]\[r.  Lock\\-ood  removed  to  Bridgeport  and  lived  here  for 
many  years,  a  successful  merchant,  a  leading  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  a  pronfinent  man  in  local  affairs  gen- 
erally. ^ 

The  story  of  the  raid  upon  iJauluirv  has  ol'teu  boen  told,  hut 
perhaps  nowhere  so  graphically  as  in  the  history  of  our  townsman, 
Mr.  H<)lli>ter.  As  we  read  the  narrative,  the  present  recedes, 
and  our  indignation  kiinlles  at  the  utterly  unprovoked  battering 
of  the  church  at  Redding  Ridge  by  'J'ryon'b  artillery,  as  if  tin' 
scene  were  enacted  before  our  eves.    We  seem  to  see  belbre  us 
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tlie  column  of  red  coats  slowly  descending  tlie  hill  at  Betliel ;  the 
sudden  apparition  of  a  mounted  man  upon  the  opposite  summit, 
and  to  hear  his  stentorian  order :  "  HaJt !  the  ivhole  universt — 
break  off  into  kingdoms  /" 

We  note  the  pause  of  the  British,  the  indecision  of  their  oth- 
cers,  their  cautious  advance  and  their  subsequent  chagrin,  when 
they  find  the  "  mysterious  stranger  to  be  only  a  plain  farmer, 
mounted  upon  one  of  his  plow  horses,  but  now  safely  beyond 
their  reach ;  and  the  forces  to  whom  he  was  issuing  such  lofty 
commands,  purely  imaginary. 

Danbury,  evacuated  by  its  little  garrison,  fell  an  easy  prey  to 
the  invader,  and  not  only  military  supplies,  but  stores,  churches 
and  dwelling  houses — save  only  those  belonging  to  the  tories, 
conspicuously  designated  by  a  white  cross  upon  the  lintel — were 
given  to  the  torch,  while  the  soldiery  indulged  in  drunken  carousals. 
Thouo'h  most  of  the  vouno*  and  more  able-bodied  men  of  the  countv 
were  absent  in  camp  with  Washington,  the  glowing  midnight  sky 
above  the  village  served  as  a  beacon  light  for  the  companies 
of  militia  reserves,  who  from  every  town  as  iar  east  as  Xew 
Haven  were  hurrying  to  the  spot. 

At  dawn  of  day,  Tryon  hastily  evacuated  Danburv ,  and  his  move- 
ments at  first  were  such  as  to  cause  doubt  whether  he  intended  return- 
ing to  his  ships  at  Wcstport,  or  crossing  the  country  to  the  Xorth 
River.  He  was  pursued  by  General  Wooster  of  Stratford,  who 
rode  at  the  head  of  a  party  of  two  hundred  men  from  this  vicinity, 
and  we  can  see  the  veteran  turning  for  a  moment  toward  his  fol- 
lowers to  rally  them  for  another  charge  upon  the  foe,  and  crying, 
"  Come  on  my  men ;  these  are  but  random  shots,"  when  a  bullet 
more  truly  aimed  brings  his  gray  hairs  to  the  dust. 

^Meanwhile,  on  the  sunnnit  of  one  of  the  Kidgefield  hills,  Bene- 
dict Arnold  and  Silliman  have  built  a  rude  barricade  of  ox-carts, 
logs  and  earth,  and  with  four  or  five  hundred  men  planted  them- 
selves directly  across  Tryon's  path.  It  is  well  for  Tryon  that  the 
American  force  is  so  slender — not  one-fifth  oi  his  own.  When  at 
length,  outtlauked  and  outnumbered,  the  Americans  are,  after  a 
stubborn  resistance,  forced  to  fall  back,  Arnold  is  the  last  to  give 
ground,  and  receives  the  lire  of  a  whole  }>lat<)on  of  liriti>h  sol- 
diery.   His  horse  is  shot  under  him,  but  waiting  until  the  soldier 
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who  has  advanced  to  despatch  him  with  the  bayonet  is  within  a 
few  paces,  Arnohl  shoots  him  with  a  pistol  and  then  makes  his 
escape.  After  burying  their  dead,  the  British  slept  upon  their 
arms  at  Ridg-efiekl,  and  next  morning,  having  set  fire  to  tlie  cliurch 
and  four  dwelling  houses^  resumed  their  march,  harrassed  all  the 
way,  as  on  tlie  retreat  from  Concord,  by  an  irregular  fire  from  be- 
hind stone  walls  and  fences.  Arrived  at  the  Saugatuck  River, 
they  find  Arnold  and  Silliraan,  reinforced  by  troops  from  New 
Haven,  again  before  them,  in  possession  of  the  only  bridge,  and 
posted  along  the  opposite  bank  of  the  stream  for  two  miles.  Not 
caring  to  risk  another  assault  upon  the  foe  whose  courage  they 
had  proved  at  Ridgefield,  Tryon's  wearied  and  dispirited  soldiers 
narrowly  escaped  being  cut  off  and  captured,  by  fording  the  Sauga- 
tuck a  mile  still  higher  up,  and  running  at  full  speed  to  the  shore. 
Fresh  troops  were  landed  from  the  fleet  to  cover  their  embarka- 
tion, and  when  at  length  they  reached  the  ships,  many  fell 
exhausted  and  panting  upon  the  decks. 

In  the  final  charge  upon  the  retreating  foe,  Arnold  again  had 
a  horse  shot  under  him.  The  loss  of  the  British  in  this  affair  was 
thought  to  be  two  hundred  men  j  that  of  the  Americans  was  about 
sixty,  including  several  ofKcers  of  distinction,  notably  Major- 
General  Wooster,  a  native  and  resident  of  Stratford,  a  graduate  of 
Yale  College  and  a  veteran  of  the  French  and  Indian  wars. 
Benedict  Arnold,  who  won  much  glory  upon  this  occasion,  was 
present  only  by  accident,  his  journey  to  Philadelphia  having  been 
interrupted  by  the  landing  of  the  British.  For  his  gallantry, 
Congress  promoted  him  to  the  rank  of  Major-General  and  voted 
him  a  hoi-se.  A  monument  was  also  voted  to  General  Wooster, 
but  it  was  never  erected. 

Two  years  after  the  raid  upon  Danbury,  in  the  month  of  July, 
1779,  Tryon  made  another  descent  upon  the  defenceless  towns  of 
the  Connecticut  coast.  With  an  imposing  force  of  forty -eight 
vessels  and  al)out  three  thousand  soldiers,  he  first  pillaged  New 
Ilaven  and  then  set  sail  for  Fairfield.  The  weather  was  foggy, 
so  that  the  approach  of  the  fleet  was  not  perceived  on  shore  until 
it  came  to  anchor  olf  the  town.  Then,  of  course,  an  alarm  was 
raised,  bells  were  rung,  guns  fired  and  ex]iress(>s  despatcheil  to 
Stratfield,  Stratford,  Milford  and  all  the  neighboring  towns  for 


XV 


sucli  aid  as  could  be  afforded.  The  British  column  disembarked 
on  the  western  shore  of  the  town,  at  a  place  called  Kenzie's 
Point,  and  marched  up  the  beach  until  opposite  the  Court  House, 
severely  galled  the  while  by  the  artillery  fire  from  a  little  fort 
on  Grovers'  Hill,  overlooking  Black  Hock  Harbor,  which  was 
held  that  day  by  Lieutenant  Isaac  Jarvis,  with  a  force  of  only 
twenty-three  men.  Meanwhile  the.  village  militia  company  had 
formed  on  the  green,  and  by  a  lively  musketry  fire  and  several 
charges  of  round  shot  and  grape,  kept  the  invaders  in  check  for 
a  short  time,  when  they  were  forced  to  retreat  to  Holland 
Heights,  leaving  the  town  in  full  possession  of  the  British.  Dur- 
ing the  next  twenty-fonr  hours  every  house  in  the  village,  wheth- 
er the  property  of  whig  or  tory,  was  plundered  from  cellar  to 
roof-tree,  and  everything  that  could  not  be  carried  off  was  broken 
or  destroyed.  Several  inoffensive  citizens  were  killed,  and  the 
handful  of  women  and  children  who  remained  in  the  place, 
though  not  treated  with  actual  violence,  were  exposed  to  indignity 
and  insult.  The  few  protections  granted  by  Tryon  were  disre- 
garded by  his  men,  and  when  shown  were  rudely  snatched  away 
and  torn  in  pieces.  Toward  nightfall  the  town  was  set  on  fire  by 
Tryon's  orders.  A  vivid  picture  of  the  scene  is  given  by  Hev. 
Dr.  D wight,  afterward  a  resident  of  Greenfield  Hill,  who  thus 
describes  it : 

"While  the  town  was  in  flames  a  thunder  storm  overspread  the 
heavens,  just  as  night  came  on.  The  conflagration  of  near  two 
hundred  houses  illumined  the  earth,  the  skirts  of  the  clouds  and 
the  weaves  of  the  Sound  with  an  union  of  gloom  and  grandeur,  at 
once  awful  and  magnificent.  At  intervals  the  lightning  blazed 
with  a  livid  and  awful  splendor.  The  thunder  rolled  above  ; 
beneath,  the  roaring  of  the  fires  filled  uj)  the  interval  with  a  deep 
and  hollow  sound.  Add  to  this  the  sharp  sound  of  muskets  occa- 
sionally discharged,  the  groans  here  and  there  of  tlie  wouiuled  and 
dying,  and  the  shouts  of  triumph  ;  then  place  before  your  eyes 
crowds  of  the  miserable  sufferers,  mingled  with  bodies  of  the  mili- 
tia, taking  from  the  neighboring  hills  a  farewell  })rospect  of  their 
property  and  their  dwellings,  their  happiness  and  their  hopes,  and 
you  will  form  a  just  but  imperfect  picture  of  the  burning  of  Fair- 
field." 
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Among  those  most  active  in  carrying  the  torch  were  a  number 
of  tory  refugees,  who  had  accompanied  Tryon  upon  this  expedi- 
tion. Besides  dwelling  houses,  stores,  etc.,  the  court  house,  jail, 
school  house  and  two  churches  were  destroyed ;  Mr.  Sayre,  the 
Episcopal  missionary  for  Fairfield  and  Stratfield,  pleading  in  vain 
with  Tryon  to  spare  any  portion  of  the  town.  Though  a  royalist, 
Mr.  SajTc's  own"  house  and  library  were  bm-ned.  He  left  tlie 
place  with  the  British  fleet  and  never  returned,  lilindful  of  for- 
mer experiences,  Tryon  did  not  attempt  any  movement  inland 
upon  this  occasion,  but  re-embarked  before  a  sufficient  force  of 
Americans  could  be  collected  to  ofler  him  battle. 

Throughout  the  whole  revolution,  the  people  of  our  shore  towns 
not  only  had  to  suffer  from  actual  invasion  and  the  destraction  of 
their  property  by  organized  bodies  of  troops,  but  also  from 
marauding  attacks  by  small  parties  of  tories  and  refugees  from 
Long  Island.  On  one  occasion  a  whole  congregation  was  sur- 
prised at  Darien  while  engaged  in  worship  upon  the  Sabbath,  and 
after  being  plundered  of  every  article  of  value,  the  Rev.  Moses 
Mather,  D.  D.,  with  his  deacons  and  the  male  members  of  his 
church,  fifty  in  number,  went  that  Sunday  on  a  sailing  party  to 
Long  Island ;  from  whence  they  were  all  subsequently  transferred 
to  a  British  prison  in  New  York.  Soinetimes  the  attack  was  made 
at  night  j  as  was  the  case  in  May,  1779,  when  General  Silliman's 
house  on  Holland  Heights  was  broken  into  by  a  party  headed  by 
one  Glover,  a  Newtown  tory,  who  had  been  employed  as  carpen- 
ter by  the  General,  and  was  consequently  familiar  with  the  prem- 
ises. General  Silliman's  gun  missed  fu'e  and  he  and  his  elde>t 
son  were  both  seized,  hurried  to  the  waters  edge  and  forced  to  em- 
bark for  Long  Island.  This  successful  raid  of  the  tories  of  course 
occasioned  some  excitement  here,  and  as  the  Americans  held  no 
ofHcer  of  rank  who  could  be  exchanged  for  Gen.  Silliman,  it  was 
decided  to  attempt  to  kidnap  Judge  Thomas  Jones  of  the 
Supremo  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York,  a  leading  tory,  wlio^f 
residence  was  at  Fort  Neck  on  Hempstead  Phiin,  Long  Islan<l. 
For  this  purpose  a  party  of  twenty-five  volunt(;ers,  commanded  hy 
Capt.  David  Haw  ley,  set  out  from  this  harbor  one  eveniaC 
in  November,  1779.  Landing  at  Stony  Brook,  they  conceal"  »I 
their  boats  in  the  bushes,  and  after  a  toilsome  night  inaril; 
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over  by-roads  and  through  the  woods^  reached  their  destination 
just  forty-eight  hours  from  the  time  they  started. 

There  was  a  ball  at  the  residence  of  Judge  Jones  that  evening, 
and  no  one  will  wonder  tliat  the  old  gentleman  was  reluctant  to 
leave  the  festive  scene,  with  its  music  and  pleasant  company,  for 
a  fifty-mile  tramp  on  a  frosty  night  through  woods  and  swamps, 
with  the  prospect  of  a  prison  at  the  end  of  the  route,  but  his  visit- 
ors would  take  no  denial.  On  their  way  back,  the  party  passing 
near  the  camp  of  a  royal  regiment,  the  Judge  coughed  loudly  to 
attract  the  attention  of  the  sentinels;  nor  would  he  be  silent  uTitil 
Captain  Hawley  threatened  him  with  instant  death.  The  march 
was  a  severe  one,  and  several  members  of  the  party  straggled, 
through  fatigue,  and  were  captured  by  the  enemy's  light  horse  ; 
but  the  main  body  reached  their  boats  and  crossed  in  safety  to 
Black  Kock  with  their  prisoner.  Invited  to  dine  with  Mrs.  Silli- 
man,  Judge  Jones  did  not  display  the  urbanity  wdiich  under  other 
circumstances  he  might  have  manifested,  but,  it  is  painful  to  state, 
was  reserved  and  sullen  in  his  demeanor.  He  was  ordered  to 
^liddletown  for  confinement,  but  after  a  few  months  was  exchanged 
for  General  Silliman. 

Brief  mention  ought  to  be  made  here  of  two  successful  raids 
planned  and  executed  upon  the  tories  of  Long  Island  V)y  ^lajor 
Benjamin  I'allmadge,  in  November,  17S0,  and  October,  17S1.  In 
the  first  of  these  expeditions  ^lajor  'I'allmadge  crossed  the  Sound 
from  Fairfield,  and  marching  across  Long  Island  to  the  south  shore, 
assaulted  and  captured  Fort  St.  George  with  its  artillery,  colors 
and  garrison,  and  a  very  large  quantity  of  imported  stores, 
including  the  cargo  of  a  vessel  anchored  near  by.  For  lack  of 
transportation  the  greater  part  of  the  booty  was  destroyed,  but 
perhaps  to  save  the  feelings  of  the  women  of  Connecticut  at  such 
waste,  a  quantity  of  valuable  dry  goods  was  niade  into  packs 
and  brought  off  up(m  the  shoulders  of  fifty  of  the  |)risoners,  who 
were  piniiuicd  two  and  two,  and  ohliged  to  do  the  duty  of  beasts 
of  burden.  The  ^^  hole  party,  prisoners,  dry  goods  and  all,  landed 
safely  at  Faiiiield  beach,  and  for  the  next  few  weeks  Major 
Tallmadge  was  universally  acknowledged,  especially  by  the 
ladies,  to  be  the  greatest  man  in  the  American  anuy.  In  the 
second  expedition  Tallmadge  was  ngain  successful.  .Jle  sailed 
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from  Saiigatiick  river  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  Continental 
troops,  captured  a  small  fort,  eight  miles  east  of  Lloyd's  Neck, 
and  returned  to  Fairfield  next  morning,  bringing  with  him  the 
colors  of  the  fort,  twenty  prisoners,  seventy  muskets  and  a  small 
brass  cannon.  For  this  exploit  he  was  thanked  by  Washington 
in  general  orders.  Among  the  soldiers  who  served  under  Major 
Tallmadge  was  Stephen  Hull,  who  was  one  of  the  party  tliat 
conducted  the  unfortunate  Major  Andre  from  the  place  where  lie 
was  apprehended  to  Washington's  headquarters.  After  the  war 
Mr.  Hull  settled  in  Bridgeport,  where  he  built  a  house  on  the 
corner  of  Main  and  Wall  streets,  on  the  site  of  the  building  non- 
owned  and  occupied  by  the  Connecticut  National  Bank. 

Our  record  of  revolutionary  incidents  would   be  incomplete 
without  some  reference  to  the  services  of  two  naval  otlicers,  Cap 
tain  David  Hawley  of  Stratfield,  and  Captain  Samuel  Smedley  of 
Fairfield. 

Early  in  the  war  Captain  Hawley  sailed  to  the  West  Indies 
for  a  cargo  of  gunpowder,  which  upon  his  return,  was  divided 
between  the  towns  of  Stratford  and  Fairfield,  a  part  of  it  being  I 
stored  for  a  time  in  Nichols'  tavern  on  North  avenue.  In  March, 
1776,  he  sailed  again  from  Stratford  in  command  of  a  privateer 
sloop,  but  was  captured  when  four  da3"S  out  by  the  British  man- 
of-war  Bellona.  Large  inducements  were  offered  him  by  his 
captors  to  change  his  allegiance  and  act  as  pilot  to  the  British 
fleet,  but  these  were  firmly  declined.  He  was  taken  to  Halifax, 
but  after  a  captivity  of  only  two  weeks  made  his  escape  with 
eight  companions  in  a  small  boat,  and  at  length  found  his  way 
back  to  Connecticut.  In  August,  1776,  Cai»t.  Hawley  was  com- 
missioned by  the  Legislature  to  raise  a  naval  detachment  ior 
service  upon  Lake  Champlain,  and  a  few  months  later  he  took 
part  in  the  disastrous  action  fought  upon  this  lake  between  the 
British  and  American  flotillas.  After  this  atlair  Long  Islan'i 
Sound  was  his  cruising  ground,  and  besides  ca})turing  Jndg<' 
Jones,  we  find  him  in  ■Nfay,  1777,  and  again  in  August  of  thr 
Biinie  year,  bringing  a  number  of  prizes  into  Black  liock  harbor. 
After  the  war  Capt.  Hawley  resided  in  Bridgeport  until  his  death 
in  1S07.  He  built  on  the  C(U-ner  of  Water  and  Gilbert  streets  the 
first  brick  house  erected  within  the  citv  limits. 
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Gapt.  Samnel  Smeclley  sailed  upon  the  Atlantic  as  commander 
of  the  brig  Defense,  perhaps  the  most  successful  vessel  in  the 
Colonial  Navy.  lie  captured  many  prizes,  among  them  the  British 
ship  Cyrus,  mounting  eighteen  guns,  and  laden  with  a  cargo  that 
sold  for  ahout  oG^OjOOO,  one  of  the  most  valuable  captures  made 
during  the  revolution.  After  the  war,  Capt.  Smedley  was  for 
many  years  Collector  of  Customs  for  this  district,  residing  and 
having  his  office  in  Fairfield. 

Let  us  now  dwell  for  a  few  moments  upon  some  of  the  indi- 
viduals whose  history  is  more  or  less  intimately  connected  with 
that  of  this  place.  Among  these  persons  is  David  jMathews^  the 
tory  Mayor  of  New  York,  who,  in  June,  1776,  was  arrested  for 
complicity  in  a  plot  for  the  assassination  of  General  Washington. 
More  than  a  hundred  and  fifty  tories,  many  of  them  persons  of 
wealth  and  good  social  position,  were  concerned  in  tliis  villainous 
scheme,  which  was  originated  by  Governor  Tryon,  then  a  refugee 
upon  the  British  man-of-war  Asia.  Washington  once  disposed  of, 
and  in  the  opinion  of  the  conspirators,  the  dream  of  independence 
indulged  in  by  the  colonial  leaders  would  be  at  an  end.  The 
royalists  of  the  province  would  rise  in  a  body^  blow  up  the  maga- 
zines, and  take  possession  of  the  fortifications  around  New  York, 
and  welcome  the  royal  forces  with  open  arms,  while  the  colonial 
troops,  confused,  disheartened  and  without  a  leader,  would  either 
disband  and  return  to  their  homes,  or  fall  an  easy  prey  to  their 
powerful  and  well  disciplined  enemy.  Thus  in  course  of  a  few 
weeks  the  rebellion  would  be  crushed,  the  King  would  have  his 
own  again,  royalists  like  Tryon  would  be  recompensed  for  all 
their  trials  from  the  confiscated  estates  of  enemies  of  the  crown, 
while  noted  rebels  like  Hancock,  Samuel  Adams  and  others, 
would  either  be  compelled  to  flee  the  country  or  else  reap  the 
just  reward  of  their  treason.  Such  were  the  dreams  of  the  con- 
spirators, nor  did  they  omit  to  take  measures  to  caiTv  them  into 
'action.  ]\Iayor  ^lathews,  whose  country  seat  was  at  Flatbush, 
near  the  anchorage  of  tlie  Asia,  was  the  messenger  tlirough  whom 
Tryon  couununicatcd  with  the  tories  in  New  York,  while  two  of 
the  soldiers  at  Washington's  headcpuu  t(U-s  had  been  corrupted  and 
had  agreed  to  abduct  or  murder  their  distinguished  k'ader,  as 
might  be  nu)st  convenient. 
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Just  as  the  plot  was  ripe  for  execution  it  was  discovered,  and 
all  the  principal  parties  concerned  in  it  save  Tryon  were  arrested 
and  tried  before  a  military  commission.  Thomas  Hickey,  a 
member  of  Washing-ton's  body  guard,  after  a  fair  trial,  was  found 
guilty,  and  on  the  28tli  day  of  June,  177G,  was  hung  in  the 
presence  of  twenty  thousand  spectators.  It  was  the  first  military 
execution  of  the  revolution,  and  the  place  where  the  gallows  was 
erected  was  a  field  in  what  were  then  the  suburbs  of  New  York, 
adjoining  the  camp  of  the  l)rigade  of  Colonel  Huntington  of 
Connecticut.  ^layor  IMathews  and  twelve  others  were  sent  for 
safekeeping  to  Litchfield,  Cotmecticnt.  Notwithstanding  the  serious 
nature  of  the  accusation  against  him  his  parcde  was  taken,  and  he 
was  allowed  to  reside  in  tlie  family  of  Mtijor  Moses  Seymour, 
great  grandfather  of  Messrs.  ^lorris  W.  and  Edward  W.  Seymour 
of  this  city  In  course  of  a  few  months  IMatliews  violated  liis 
parole  and  escaped  to  the  British  lines  on  Long  Island,  crossing 
the  Sound  l)y  night  in  a  small  boat  which  put  out  from  this  harbor. 
His  escape  led  to  the  stationing  of  a  guard  at  the  harbor's  mouth, 
as  already  noted. 

But  as  we  this  day  celebrate  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of 
oar  national  existence,  a  peculiar  interest  must  be  felt  by  every 
one  of  us  in  all  that  relates  to  the  immortal  Declaration  of 
Independence,  which  has  just  been  read  in  our  hearing,  and  in  the 
personal  history  of  its  signers. 

AVe  often  hear  the  statement  made  that  Rev.  Dr.  Witherspoon  of 
New  Jersey,  was  the  only  clergyman  whose  name  was  alHxed  to 
the  magna  charta  of  our  liberties,  but  as  residents  of  Bridgeport  we 
ought  to  know  that  a  member  of  the  Continejital  Congress  and  a 
signer  of  that  instrument  was  in  early  life  settled  here  in  the  work 
of  the  Goi>pel  ministry.  Dr.  Lyman  Hall,  Ixn-n  at  Walliugford  in 
this  State  in  1724,  and  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1747,  was 
on  the  27th  of  Se})tember,  1749,  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry in  Stnittield,  and  settletl  over  the  church  in  that  place,  now 
the  Fir^^t  Congregational  Church  of  Bridgeport.  Tbe  old  meeting 
house  on  North  avenue  often  re-echoed  the  sound  of  his  voice,  and 
upon  the  church  records  may  be  seen  his  autograph,  an  exact  fac- 
Bimile  of  that  appended  to  the  Declaration  oi'_  Independence.  Mr. 
Hall  remained  in  Stratfield  a  little  less  than  two  years.    He  was 
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dismissed  June  ]Sth,  1751,  and  soon  afterward  eraigrated  to 
Georgia,  where  lie  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  His  snh- 
sequent  honorable  career  as  jNIember  of  Congress  from  Georgia 
and  Governor  of  that  State  is  well  known,  and  need  not  be  repeat- 
ed at  this  time. 

Hardly  less  interesting  to  us  is  the  fact  that  the  distingni^^hed 
John  Hancock  of  Massachusetts,  President  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, was  married  to  his  cousin,  iMiss  Dorothy  Quincy,  in  the 
village  of  Fairiield.  I'he  marriage  ceremony,  (as  we  learn 
by  an  interesting  historical  article  contributed  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Ivankin  to  the  New  York  Observer,)  was  peiformed  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Eliot,  pastor  of  the  Fairfield  Congregational  Churcli, 
and  its  record,  which  may  still  be  seen  upon  the  church  books, 
is  as  f(dlows  : 

^'HA^xocK — QuixcY. — August  2S,  1775.  The  Hon.  John 
Hancock,  Esq.,  and  Miss  Dorotliy  Quincy,  both  of  Boston,  were 
mariied  at  Fairfield,  pr  Andrew  Eliot,  v.  d.  m." 

Such  a  distinguished  wedding  must  have  made  a  great  sensation 
in  Fairfield  and  vicinity.  Hancock,  now  a  bachelor  in  his  thirty- 
ninth  year,  was  engaging  in  his  manners,  of  handsome  presence 
and  the  possessor  of  a  piincely  fortune,  which  he  spent  with  pro- 
fuse liberality.  The  recent  proclamation  of  General  Gage,  except- 
ing him  by  name  from  all  hope  of  amnesty,  had  only  rendered  him 
the  dearer  to  the  patriotic  inhabitants  of  New  Enghiud.  In  person 
he  was  six  feet  high  but  slender,  and  as  gentlemen  used  to  dress 
much  more  gorgeously  than  at  present,  his  every  day  costume 
probably  consisted  of  a  powdered  wig  with  queue,  surmounted 
by  a  cocked  hat,  a  scarlet  coat  and  waistcoat,  richly  em- 
broidered with  gold  lace,  ruitled  shirt,  silken  knee  breeches 
and  stockings,  and  low  cut  shoes  ornamented  with  heavy  golden 
""shoe  buckles.  When  he  went  abroad,  particularly  on  public 
occasions,  he  rode  in  a  coach  drawn  by  six  beautiful  bays,  with 
servants  in  livery. 

His  cousin  Dorothy  was  the  daughter  of  Judge  Edmund  Quincy 
of  Braintree,  Massachusetts,  and  was  now  a  beautiful  young  woman 
of  twenty-four. 

One  who  knew  her  many  years  afterward,  when  over  seventy, 
describes  her  as  having  "  a  lithe,  handsome  figure,  a  pair  of  laugh- 
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ing  eyes,  pure  yellow  ringlets,  in  whicli  scarcely  a  gray  liair  could 
be  seen,  and  as  sprightly  as  a  young  girl." 

I'lie  Continental  Congress  which  had  been  in  session  at  Phila- 
delphia, had  taken  a  recess  frorn  August  1st  to  September  5th,  but 
Hancock  could  not  return  to  Boston,  which  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
British.  His  elegant  mansion  had  been  pilhiged  and  defaced  by 
the  soldiers  and  was  now  occupied  by  Lord  Percy,  while  a  price 
was  set  upon  the  head  of  its  owner  by  George  III,  the  monarch 
whose  coronation  Hancock  when  a  young  man  witnessed. 
Hence  it  was  that  the  wedding  took  place  at  Fairfield,  where  Miss 
Quincy  had  been  visiting ;  though  owing  to  the  recent  death  of 
their  aunt,  the  widow  of  Thomas  Hancock,  the  wedding  was  a 
quiet  one.  Their  married  life  was  happy  save  for  the  fact  that 
their  only  child,  a  son,  died  in  infancy. 

It  remains  only  f(tr  us  to  add  to  this  record  of  events  occurring 
hereabouts  in  the  revolutionary  period  some  few  incidents  occurring 
in  the  war  of  1812.  This  war,  as  we  all  know,  was  fought  mainly 
upon  the  ocean  and  upon  the  great  lakes  of  our  northern  irontier. 
Among  the  many  naval  officers  who  distinguished  themselves  not 
the  least  meritorious  was  Commodore  Isaac  Chauncey,  a  native  of 
Black  Rock  in  this  town,  who  commanded  our  forces  upon  Lake 
Ontario,  and  whose  deeds  are  recorded  in  Coopei^s  Naval  History. 
At  most  of  our  seaport  towns  privateers  were  fitted  out  to  break  up 
the  enemy's  commerce  upon  the  ocean.  Among  all  the  vessels  en- 
gaged in  this  pursuit  none  was  more  successful  than  the  "  Scourge," 
hailing  from  Stratford,  and  commanded  by  Captain  Nichols,  whose 
home  was  upon  the  "  Lordship"  Farm.  So  many  prizes  were  taken 
by  the  Scourge  and  either  destroyed  or  sent  into  neutral  ports  from 
her  cruising  ground,  which  was  upon  the  North  and  the  Baltic  seas, 
that  two  English  frigates  are  said  to  have  been  specially  detailed  to 
capture"  her,  but  their  efforts  were  without  success.  Less 
fortunate  liowever  was  Capt.  Selby,  also  from  Stratford  and  the 
first  otlicer  of  the  Scourge,  who  undertook  to  return  honu'  in  a 
prize  with  a  portion  of  the  crew  whose  term  of  enlistment  had  ex- 
})ired.  Otf  tlie  coast  of  Scotlaiul  their  vessel  couimenced  leaking, 
and  so  serious  was  the  danger,  tliat  to  escai>e  foundering  tliey  were 
compelled  to  run  into  a  hostile  port,  and  siuiender  themselves 
prisoners  of  war.  They  were  all  sent  to  Dartmoor  })rison  where 
they  remained  until  peace  was  declared  again. 
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Not  only  British  corninerce  but  our  own  suffered  from  the  war, 
and  for  a  long  time  the  coasting  trade  of  Long  Island  Sound  was 
almost  entirely  suspended,  ownng  to  tlie  presence  of  a  British  fleet 
off  New  London  and  to  the  activity  of  several  privateers  fitted  out 
in  the  Biitish  provinces.  One  of  the  most  successful  of  these  was  a 
schooner  hailing  from  Liverpool,  Nova  Scotia,  and  known  as  the 
"  Liverpool  Packet."  T\i\s  vessel  picked  up  many  of  our  small 
craft,  among  them  the  sloops  IMinen^a,  Capt.  Baldwin,  and 
Victress,  Capt.  Pennoyer,  both  owned  in  Biidgeport  and  running  as 
packets  between  this  place  and  New  York.  One  afternoon  in  1S14 
she  was  seen  in  pursuit  of  two  coasters,  a  sloop  and  a  schooner,  the 
latter  owned  in  Derby  and  commanded  by  Capt.  Hart  of  that  place. 
Both  vessels  spread  every  sail  in  tlie  attempt  to  escape,  but  finding 
their  efforts  in  vain  and  that  their  enemy  was  gaining  upon  them, 
they  bore  up  for  Bridgeport  harbor,  which  the  sloop  succeeded  in 
reaching  safely,  while  tlie  schooner  grounded  on  the  outer  bar.  She 
was  soon  boarded  by  a  boat's  crew  from  the  Nova  Scotiaman,  who 
finding  their  prize  immovable,  would  have  set  her  on  fire,  but  it 
was  before  the  day  of  matches,  and  Captain  Hart  had  taken  the 
precaution  to  throw  overboard  the  tinder  box  as  soon  as  his  vessel 
struck.  The  captors  now  rummaged  cabin  and  hold,  taking  what- 
ever suited  their  fancy,  and  some  of  them  had  even  commenced  to 
cut  with  their  sheath  knives  strips  of  duck  from  the  sails  to  mend 
their  canvas  trowsers  with,  when  a  cannon  ball  from  the  shore 
coining  inconveniently  near,  caused  them  to  tumble  precipitately 
into  the  boat  and  return  to  their  own  ship,  which  soon  bore  away 
up  the  Sound.  At  the  next  tide  the  stranded  schooner  floated 
again,  and  was  brought  up  to  the  dock  and  discharged  her  cargo 
here.  The  pursuit  and  capture  and  subsequent  relinquishment  of 
the.prize  was  witnessed  by  hundreds  of  excited  spectators  on  shore, 
and  the  artillery  fire  which  drove  off  the  privateersman  was  from 
the  single  gun  of  the  Bridgeport  Artillery  Company,  planted  in  a 
fiehl  now  embraced  in  our  beautiful  Seaside  Park,  in  fact,  as  nearly 
as  possible,  on  the  very  spot  where  we  are  now  assenibled. 

As  there  were  no  railroads  at  that  time,  and  the  liritish  had 
entire  control  of  the  Sound,  great  inconvenience  resulted  from  this 
practical  blockade  of  our  ports.  Almost  <'verythiug  lirought  from 
New  York  had  to  be  transported  in  whale  boats,  w  hich  being  of 
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exceedingly  light  di-anght  conld  closely  hug  the  shore,  and  if  pur- 
sued }3ut  up  into  some  little  creek  or  inlet  for  safety  ;  hut  this  mode 
of  conveyance  was  both  inconvenient  and  costly,  and  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  a  plan  to  capture  some  of  the  detested  privateers  was 
much  discussed.  It  was  proposed  to  put  out  from  Bridgeport 
barhor  with  an  old  sloop  gotten  up  very  much  on  the  plan  of  the 
celebrated  Trojan  horse,  with  two  or  three  venerable  fishennen  of 
simple  demeanor  on  deck,  and  half  a  hundred  well  armed  athletic 
young  fellows  concealed  below  in  the  hold.  AVhen  captured,  as 
they  were  sure  to  be,  they  would  lie  to  very  close  to  their  ca})tors, 
if  possible  alongside,  and  then  at  the  proper  time  would  turn  the 
tables  in  a  most  suiprising  manner,  capture  the  British  privateer, 
and  bring  her  into  port  amid  the  ringing  of  bells,  the  filing  of 
cannon  and  the  applause  of  the  populace.  I  am  told  that  this  remark- 
able plan  would  actually  have  been  attempted  but  for  the  opposi- 
tion of  Joseph  Backus,  an  attorney  and  a  leading  man  in  the  place 
at  that  time. 

Early  in  the  war  a  company  of  State  militia,  commanded  by 
Lieutenants  Curtis  and  Bellamy,  was  stationed  here  for  a  time. 
Their  quarters  were  in  an  old  bakery  on  AVater  street,  opposite 
Union  street,  on  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  Housatonic  11  ail- 
road  building,  and  details  were  sent  down  daily  to  mount  guard 
in  an  earthwork,  remains  of  which  may  still  be  seen  upon  the 
peninsula  known  as  the  "Tongue." 

Some  time  after  this  company  had  been  ordered  elsewhere, 
probably  during  the  year  1814,  the  community  was  startled  one 
afternoon  by  the  sight  of  two  British  men-of-war  coming  to  anchor 
opposite  the  town.  These  vessels  belonged  to  the  fleet  which 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  the  friend  and  compnn- 
ion  of  tbe  ilbustrious  Nelson,  was  blockading  Decatur  at  New 
London.  Their  port  holes  were  raised,  as  if  it  was  intended  to 
shell  the  tow  n,  and  by  the  aid  of  a  spy-glass  it  could  be  seen 
that  tlicir  decks  were  swanning  with  mt'ii.  People  recalled  to 
mind  the  fite  of  Fairfield  and  Norwalk  in  the  revolution,  and 
though  the  sun  went  down  and  darkness  cauH;  on  without  the  fir- 
ing of  a  gun  or  any  attempt  Iumuit  made  to  land,  the  excitement 
on  shore  was  very  great  .'ind  coutinn(>d  to  increase  throughoiU  the 
night.    No  one  slept,  and  the  eluueh  bells  were  rung  all  night 
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long.  All  the  money  and  valuable  papers  belonging  to  the 
Bridgeport  Bank  were  removed  into  the  country  -for  security,  and 
not  a  few  of  the  people,  taking  with  them  their  most  portable 
property,  sought  safet}^  upon  the  summit  of  Toilsome  hill.  Of 
course  the  militia  were  called  out,  and  made  ready  to  welcome  the 
invaders with  hospitable  hands  to  bloody  graves,"  and  Colonel 
Enoch  Foote  sent  messengers  for  reinforcements  to  all  the  neigh- 
boring towns,  some  of  whom  responded  while  others  did  not.  One 
detachment  which  came  in  was  headed  by  a  field  officer,  whose 
desii'e  for  glory  or  some  other  emotion,  so  overcame  him  that  he 
galloped  up  and  down  Main  street,  almost  wild  with  excitement. 
"What's  the  matter,  Major?"  called  out  an  acquaintance.  "  Oh, 
the  enemy  are  landing ;  the  enemy  are  landing  •  I  smell  British 
powder  !"  was  the  reply.  The  phrase — I  smell  British  powder — 
was  quite  a  by-word  in  the  place  for  many  a  day  afterward.  The 
company  from  Tashua  was  about  twenty-four  hours  late,  and 
alleged  in  excuse  that  the  messenger  sent  by  Colonel  Foote  to 
summon  them,  amved  in  such  a  state  of  exhaustion  that  he  was 
unable  to  make  known  his  errand  until  refreshed  by  a  bowl  of  bread 
and  milk  and  a  good  night's  sleep.  It  was  the  opinion  of  some,  how- 
ever, that  these  bucolic  wamors  had  takeji  plenty  of  time  to 
buckle  on  their  annor  and  bid  their  families  farewell,  and  then  laid 
the  blame  of  their  delay  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  unfortumite 
messenger. 

Morning  at  length  dawned  fair  and  beautiful,  but  to  the  great 
relief  of  all  not  a  trace  of  the  British  ships  could  be  seen.  They 
had  sailed  during  the  night,  having  only  anchored  here,  as  was 
subsequently  ascertained,  to  procure  a  supply  of  fresh  provisions, 
which  under  cover  of  darkness  were  purchased  from  certain  parties 
on  shore.  It  is  easy  enough  now  for  us  to  smile  at  the  panic  that 
these  ships  produced,  but  if  to-day  the  United  States  were  at  war 
with  any  foreign  power,  and  several  grim-looking  iron-clads  should 
unexpectedly  appear  just  outside  the  lighthouse,  is  it  not  extremely 
probable  that  some  of  us  might  display  more  agility  than  heroism, 
and  that  the  knees  of  many  mt)re  wi'uld  secretly  t-mite  together, 
though  they  might  be  slow  to  confess  it  f 

It  seems  only  fitting,  in  closing  this  reconl,  that  a  shigle  wi^d 
shotild  be  said  in  grateful  recognition  of  the  sacrifices  made  and 
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the  sufiferings  endured  by  tlie  people  of  Fairfield  County  during  the 
revolution.  It  should  never  be  forgotten  that  the  people  of  this 
county  not  only  sent  forth  their  young  men  to  sei-ve  upon  all  the 
battle  fields  of  the  war,  and  to  uphold  upon  the  ocean  the  honor  of 
our  flag,  the  glorious  stars  and  stripes,  that  they  not  only  saw  their 
sons  and  brothers  perish  by  hundreds  of  sickness  and  privation  in 
the  infamous  British  prison  pens  of  New  York,  and  endured  them- 
selves for  years  after  the  return  of  peace  all  the  evils  attendant 
upon  bindensome  taxation  and  a  depreciated  paper  cun'ency ;  but 
also  that  beside  these  experiences,  which  they  shared  in  common 
with  their  brethren  of  Connecticut  and  the  other  colonies,  they  had 
the  peculiar  trial  of  seeing  their  sanctuaries  desecrated,  their  homes 
laid  in  ashes,  and  tlieir  families  reduced  from  affluence  to  penury, 
for  no  other  crime  than  their  devotion  to  the  cause  of  their  country. 
And  though  their  local  history  chronicles  no  great  battles  fought, 
or  eminent  deeds  of  daring  performed,  we  should  remember  the 
long  years  of  watching  and  waiting  through  which  they  passed, 
yeare  inexpressibly  wearisome  and  filled  with  all  the  most  bitter 
hardships  of  war,  which  were  endured  almost  without  a  murmur, 
that  they  might  transmit  the  blessing  of  liberty  to  us,  their  de- 
scendants, and  to  those  who  shall  come  after  us. 

And  shall  we,  assembled  beneath  this  canopy  of  heaven,  on  this 
One  Hundredth  Anniversaiy  of  the  Independence  that  they  won, 
refuse  to  render  them  the  gratitude  which  is  their  due  f  Let  us 
rather  in  humble  dependence  upon  Almighty  God,  the  God  of  our 
fathers,  resolve,  as  the  most  fitting  tribute  that  we  can  offer,  to 
imitate  their  virtues  and  be  faithful  to  the  sacred  trusts  which  they 
have  committed  to  our  hands. 
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1776.    CEOTENNIAL  4th  OF  JULY.  1876. 


The  centennial  anniversary  of  tliis  great  event  was  enthusiastically 
and  appropriately  celebrated  in  Bridgeport.  The  observances  were 
not  only  pleasing  and  appropriate  in  character,  but  extensive  and 
creditable  enough  to  more  than  fidfill  the  expectations  of  the  com- 
munityj  and  all  the  more  gratifying  that  the  success  was  entirely 
due  to  popular  sentiment  and  public  spirit  and  not  to  any  aid  from 
drafts  upon  the  public  treasury.  As  a  way-mark  in  our  history  it 
seems  proper  that  a  somewhat  particular  account  of  it  should  be 
presented  and  preserved  in  this  form. 

The  day  was  ushered  in  by  the  firing  of  cannon  by  the  Grand 
Army  at  12  o'clock,  which  was  continued  all  over  town  until  about 
100  guns  had  been  fired,  followed  at  the  proper  time  by  the  sunrise 
salute.  Then  came  the  hurry  and  bustle  of  the  preparation  for  the 
grand  procession,  which  fonned  according  to  the  published  pro- 
gramme and  began  to  move  at  ten  o'clock  accompanied  by  the 
ringing  of  the  chm-ch  bells.  The  chosen  route  was  lined  by  great 
crowds  of  expectant  people  who  liad  turned  out  in  force  to  witness 
the  long  line  as  it  filed  past.  The  streets  were  alive  with  flags 
and  other  decorations,  many  of  the  private  residences  and  places  of 
business  being  handsomely  trimmed  with  the  national  coloi-s 
arranged  in  all  manner  of  tasty  and  beautiful  designs,  making  a 
continuous  line  of  color  that  waved  in  the  breeze  and  sliowed  that 
the  citizens  had  made  up  their  minds  to  celebrate  this  Fourth  of 
July  if  they  never  did  another.  Our  space  is  much  too  limited  to 
mention  the  decorations  in  detail,  and  we  will  only  say  that  they 
were  a  credit  to  those  who  dis}>layed  their  })atriotisui  by  beautifying 
the  line  of  march,  which  was  as  follows: 

Down  State  to  Miiin  street,  up  Main  to  Fairfield  avenue,  clown  Fairfield 
avenue  across  the  lower  bridj^e,  to  East  ^laiu  street,  up  East  >bun  to  East 
Wasiiinf^'ton  avenue,  thrc^n^'h  East  Wa.shin>,'ton  avenue  to  and  around  ^Vash- 
ington  l*ark,  to  and  across  Noble's  bridge,  to  Main  street,  down  Main  street 
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to  Golden.  Hill  street,  over  Golden  Hill  street  to  Park  avenue,  down  Park 
avenue  to  State  street,  down  State  street  to  Main  street,  dow|i  Main  street 
to  Seaside  Park  and  the  stand. 

The  procession  was  a  most  creditable  one  in  every  particular. 
The  police,  the  societies,  the  military  and  the  fire  department, 
made  a  fine  appearance  as  they  marched  to  the  stirring  music  of 
the  bands  and  drum  corps,  followed  in  carriages  by  the  city 
authorities,  orators  and  poet  of  the  day,  the  clergy  and  others,  and 
led  by  the  efiicient  marshals,  under  the  command  of  chief  marshal 
Sumner,  who  was  fully  alive  to  his  duties,  and  was  ably  seconded 
in  his  work  by  the  gentlemen  who  acted  as  his  assistants.  There 
was  a  comic  side  to  the  picture,  as  well,  in  the  fantastics,  about 
whom  we  suppose  we  can  say  nothing  more  complimentary  than 
that  they  looked  horrible  and  provoked  the  most  unbounded  mer- 
riment from  the  throngs  along  the  line  over  which  tliey  passed. 
They  were  well  gotten  up  and  not  a  little  credit  is  due  them  tliat 
they  succceeded  so  admirably  in  theu'  awful  undertaking.  The 
contrast  between  the  old  and  new  style  of  fire  engine  was  also  the 
cause  of  much  comment  as  the  old  "  1776  "  passed  along,  manned 
by  volunteers,  followed  by  the  steam  engines  which  have  su])- 
plauted  old-fashioned  machines  in  active  fire  duty.  The  organiza- 
tion was  as  follows  : 

Chief  of  Police,  mounted. 
Police  on  foot. 
Grand  STarslial,  CoL  S.  B.  Sumxek,  and  Aids. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 
St.  Augustine  Band. 
Battalion  of  Military  ;  Companies  B  and  E  of  this  city,  and  K  of  Stratford, 
under  command  of  Lieut. -Col.  E.  B.  Fairchild. 
Drum  Corps  of  "Welch  Guards. 
Welch  Guard. 

SECOXD  DIVISION. 
Marshal  and  Aids. 
Martial  Music. 
Post  Elias  Howe,  No.  3,  G.  A.  II. 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians. 
Drum  Corj)S. 
Father  Mathew  TtunporaTu-e  Society. 
St.  Mary's  Tempcrancu  Society. 
Veteran  Associution. 
Caledonians, 
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THIED  BIVISIOX. 

F.  Sailer,  iSIarshal,  and  Aids. 

Drum  Corps.  ^ 
Independent  Turners. 
Concordia  Society. 
Germania  Society. 
Turn  Verein. 
Other  German  Organizations. 

FOUETH  DIVISION. 

Patrick  Coughlin,  IVTarshal,  and  Aids. 
Sarsfield  Band. 
Sarsfield  Benevolent  Association. 
St.  Patrick's  Benevolent  Society. 
St.  James'  Benevolent  Society. 
Drum  Corps  Cadets. 
St.  Patrick's  Total  Abstinence  Society. 

FIFTH  DIVISION. 
C.  E.  Dart,  Marshal,  and  Aids. 
Fire  Department. 
Chief  Engineer,  mounted. 
Assistant  Engineers. 
Fire  Brigade. 
Butchers'  Association,  mounted. 
St.  George's  Society. 

SIXTH  DIVISION. 

E.  Parmley,  Marshal,  and  Aids. 
Howe  Drum  Corps. 
Mayor,  Aldennen  and  Common  Council. 
Police  Commissioners. 
Road  and  Bridge  Commissioners, 
Other  City  Autliorities. 
Members  of  the  Legislature. 
^  President  a)id  Orators  of  the  day. 

Clergy,  Ptepresentatives  of  tlie  Press. 
Invited  guests,  Committee  of  Arrangements,  and  citizens  on  horseback 
and  in  carriages. 

EXERCISES  AT  SEASIDE  PARK. 

AVlien  the  procession  arrived  at  Seaside  Park,  the  president  of 
the  (hiy,  Mr.  Joirx  1).  C.vxdee,  Esq.,  arose  and  said  : 

FcKoir  Cid^CNs — We  liave  met  liere  to  eelel>rate  the  eenteiuiial 
anniversary  of  our  nation's  independenee,  a  day  tliat  Americans  are 


joyfully  celebratinfr,  not  only  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  bin 
in  every  part  of  the  civilized  worhl  wherever  they  may  be,  and  it 
is  an  interesting  fact  that  this  glorious  anniversary  of  our  indepen- 
dence has  been  chosen  by  the  oppressed  Christians  of  Eastern 
Europe  as  the  time  to  strike  the  first  blow  for  their  deliverance 
frorn  the  mle  of  the  barbarian  Tuik.  AYe  wish  them  success  as 
success  Avas  gi'anted  to  our  fathers  in  the  same  great  cause. 

"  In  remembrance  of  the  manif  ~>ld  mercies  which  have  been 
vouchsafed  to  our  fathers  and  ourselves  by  Him  who  rules  over  the 
aflairs  of  nations,  let  us  commence  these  exercises  by  reverentlv 
bowing  to  our  common  Fatlier,  tlianking  Him  for  the  mercies  of  the 
past  and  cra\'ing  His  guidance  in  tlie  futm'e.  Eev.  Dr.  Hopper 
^^"ill  lead  us  in  prayer." 

Dr.  Hopper  of  the  Baptist  Church,  offered  a  prayer  as  follows : 
"Great  and  eternal  Jehovah  whose  goings  forth  are  of  old, 
whose  dominion  is  from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  on  this  memora- 
ble occasion,  we  reverently  look  to  Thee  for  Thy  benediction. 
We  acknowledge  Thee  as  the  God  of  nations,  by  whose  power 
they  exist,  and  by  whose  favor  they  accomplish  their  highest 
mission.  On  this  centennial  anniversary  day,  fraught  with  the 
hallowed  memories  of  our  fathers,  we  come  to  thank  Tiiee  for 
the  era  done,  and  trust  Thee  for  the  opening  one.'"  We  thank 
Thee  for  our  noble  ancestry,  for  the  grand  ideas  of  libeity,  justice 
and  equality,  with  which  they  were  inspired ;  for  the  lofty  virtue 
they  displayed  in  founding  and  defending  a  government  which 
should  stand  before  the  world  as  the  embodiment  of  these  exalted 
sentiments.  The  memory  of  these  men  bring  no  blush  to  our 
cheeks  to-day.  We  stand  in  their  shadow  and  grow  strong. 
Though  dead,  they  still  speak,  their  words  ring  out  clear  and 
beautiful  along  the  century,  urging  us  to  guard  with  greater 
fidelity  the  sacred  trust  committed  to  our  care.  AVe  thank  Thre 
that  notwithstanding  the  weakness,  ambition,  and  bad  passions  ot 
men,  our  Republic  still  exists,  and  over  it  waves  the  dear  old  tlag. 
rich  witli  tlie  emblazonry  of  heaven, — that  the  Tree  of  Liberty 
which  our  fathers  j)lauted,  watered  with  their  tears,  and  nourished 
with  tlieir  blood  still  thrives ;  the  storms  which  for  a  century  have 
beaten  upon  it,  cau.-^ing  it  only  to  strike  deeper  its  roots  in  the  sub- 
soil, and  lift  higher  its  branches  towards  the  sun  of  heaven,  until 
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now  thousands  from  all  nationalities  in  peace  and  security  sit  down 
beneath  its  grateful  shade,  as  under  their  own  vine  and  fig  tree, 
with  none  to  molest  or  to  make  afraid.  As  we  turn  the  mile-stone 
marking  a  century  in  our  history,  may  it  please  Thee,  0  God,  that 
as  citizens,  politicians  and  statesmen,  we  may  more  sacredly  cherish 
the  spirit  and  temper  of  our  fathers,  that  their  sublime  self-abnega- 
tion, nnsordid  patriotism,  and  unbending  integrity  may  be  ours, 
that  we  may  perfect  what  their  hands  commenced.  Like  them 
may  we  regard  it  a  sufficient  honor  and  remuneration  to  faithfully 
serve  our  own  generation,  and  then  fall  sweetly  on  sleep.  Bless 
our  entire  country,  North,  South,  East  and  West.  As  we  to-day 
review  the  history  of  the  olden  tunes,  and  the  straggles  of  our 
sires,  that  we  might  have  this  goodly  heritage,  may  all  sectional 
discord,  rancor  and  prejudice  be  allayed  and  we  be  lifted  up  into  a 
higher  region  of  national  love  and  hannony.  As  a  vast  union  of 
brothers,  may  we  be  one  in  spirit  as  we  hope  to  be  one  in  destiny. 
And  when,  Thou  great  ruler  of  nations,  another  centur^^  shall  have 
dawTied  upon  our  country,  and  we  now  assembled  shall  have 
passed  away,  may  it  please  Thee  that  our  free  institutions  shall 
then  give  no  sympti-ms  of  weakness  or  decay,  but  shall  have  only 
increased  in  strength  and  beauty  with  the  ages  and  under  the 
beneficent  reign  of  Christianity  may  they  be  perpetuated  until  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world  shall  become  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
and  his  Christ.  And  all  praise  and  honor  and  thanksgiving  shall 
be  Thine  forever  and  ever.  Amen. 
Then  followed 

whittier's  centennial  hymn. 

Our  fathers'  God  !  from  ont  whose  hand. 
The  centuries  fall  like  grains  of  sand, 
^  We  meet  to-day,  united,  free, 

And  loyal  to  our  land  and  Thee, 
To  thank  Thee  for  the  era  done, 
And  trust  Then  for  the  opening  one. 

Here  where  of  old,  by  'J'hy  design. 
The  fathers  s]>ake  that  word  of  Thine, 
Whose  echo  is  tlie  glad  refrain 
Of  Tended  holt  and  falling  chain, 
To  grace  our  festal  time  from  all 
The  zones  of  earth  our  guests  \Ye  call. 


1 


xxxn 


Be  with  lis  while  the  New  World  greets 
The  Old  World  thronging  all  its  streets, 
Unveiling  all  the  tmimphs  won 
By  art  or  toil  beneath  the  sun  ; 
And  unto  coniniou  good  ordain 
This  rivalship  of  hand  and  brain. 

Thon  who  hast  here  in  concord  furled 
The  war  flags  of  a  gathered  world, 
Beneath  our  western  skies  fulfill 
The  Orient's  mission  of  good  will. 
And,  freighted  with  Love's  golden  fleece, 
Send  back  the  Argonauts  of  peace. 

For  art  and  labor  met  in  truce, 
For  beauty  made  the  bride  of  use, 
\  We  thank  Thee,  while  withal  we  crave 

The  austere  virtues  strong  to  save, 
The  honor  proof  to  place  or  gold. 
The  manhood  never  bought  or  sold  I 

O  !  make  Thon  us,  through  centuries  long, 
In  peace  secure,  and  justice  strong ; 
Around  our  gift  of  freedom  draw 
The  safeguards  of  Thy  righteous  law, 
And,  cast  in  some  diviner  mold 
Let  the  new  cycle  shame  the  old  I 

The  Prcsklent  then  said  :  ^'  That  £]frandest,  most  dignified  and 
noblest  document  ever  penned  in  "behalf  of  hnman  liberty,  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  will  now  be  read  by  Gen.  'WilliaTn 
H.  Noble." 

After  tlie  readinpf  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the 
President  said :  "  To  maintain  that  declaration  rei^uired  the  ntmost 
exertion  of  the  men  and  the  anns  of  the  Revoluti(m  ;  the  men  have 
all  passed  away,  but  (holding  up  an  old  musket)  here  is  one  of  the 
arms.  'J'his  musket  was  carried  by  AVilliam  Wordin  of  Ih'idixe- 
port,  diin'Tiii-  his  seven  years'  seiwice  in  tlio  war  of  tln^  Kevoluiioii. 
It  is  in  trood  order  still,  and  will  fiie  a  salute  now  as  well  as  it 
wonhl  one  hundred  years  a^'O.  It  is  the  oidy  connectiui,^  link  we 
have  here  between  this  dav  and  the  one  we  celebrate.-' 
Hail  C(»lumbi;i  was  then  played  by  the  bands.. 
The  President  then  s^id  :   "  Two  vears  ai^o  last  March  the 
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Common  Council  requested  Major  William  B.  Hincks  to  prepare 
an  historical  clocmnent  descriptive  of  Bridgeport  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary penod.  3Iajor  Hincks  has  complied  with  this  request  and 
his  paper  will  now  be  read  "by  Morris  B.  Beardsley,  Esq." 

This  paper,  which  precedes  this  account,  so  much  interested 
the  audience,  that  on  motion  of  Edward  W.  Marsh,  Esq.,  they 
gave  Major  Hincks  an  unanimous  vote  of  thanks. 

The  band  then  played,  and  the  audience  sang  "  The  StP,r- 
Spangled  Banner." 

ADDRESS  BY  EX-MA  TOR  P.  T.  EARNUII. 

3fr.  President : — The  ceremonies  of  this  great  Centennial  are  so 
lengthy  that  luckily  for  your  audience  my  time  is  limited  to  eight 
or  ten  minutes.  , 

Thirty-three  years  ago  I  \'isited  England  for  the  tirst  time.  At 
dinner  in  Liverpool  on  the  day  I  landed,  an  aged  English  clergy- 
man sitting  at  my  side,  upon  learning  that  I  was  an  American, 
started  a  conversation  concerning  the  new  country  of  which  I  was 
a  citizen. 

"At  best  it  is  but  an  experiment,"  he  said,  "and  the  short 
space  of  sixty-seven  years  that  it  has  been  in  existence  is  no  proof 
of  its  stability.  The  evidence  of  experience  is  that  republics  live 
their  brief  day  aijd  pass  away,  while  monarchies  endure."  Such 
language  is  common  in  foreign  countries.  Indeed,  our  forefathers 
looked  upon  self-government  as  partially  au  "experiment,"  and  in 
our  present  day,  when  we  are  startled  by  instances  of  dishonesty, 
corruption  and  gross  injustice  in  high  places,  some  good  men 
almost  despair  of  the  Republic  and  say  we  must  have  a  sirouger 
govenmient."  As  if  any  government  could  be  stronger  than  a 
government  of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  people.  pr(»- 
vided  the  people  are  iiitelligent,  conscientious  and  moral ! 

J  have  lived  about  two-thirds  of  tlie  last  century,  and  have 
witnessed  infinitely  more  injustice  to  the  masses  under  nu>narchieal 
governments  than  we  have  ever  dri'anunl  ot'  liere  ;  and  these  i'\ils 
the  subjects  of  royalty  had  no  power  to  reuu'dy,  whereas  in 
Republican  America,  tlie  pcoj>lc,  the  lofers,  the  real  sovereigns, 
who  in  the  aggregate,  are  Inmost  and  patriotic,  luive  the  power  to 
overtlifow  corruption  and  wrong-doing  at  every  elect iiui. 
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Ignorance  is  most  to  be  feared  in  a  republic.  If  we  have  com- 
pulsory education  we  are  safe,  provided  that  education  includes  a 
thorough  study  of  niorals.  When  men  are  taught  to  be  honest, 
not  only  because  it  is  riglit,  but  also  because  here  on  the  earth  in 
our  daily  life  ''honesty  is  (always)  the  best  policy,^'  that  no  man 
can  possibly  wrong  another  nor  cheat  the  government  without  at 
the  &ime  moment,  wronging  and  cheating  himself  more,  that 
intemperance,  extravagance,  or  excess  in  any  fomi  always  contain 
within  themselves  the  elements  of  failure,  soitow  and  disappoint- 
ment, that  goodness,  justice  and  right,  always  on  the  contrary  pro- 
duce good  results  5  when  the  schools,  the  pulpits  and  the  press 
teach  tliese  doctrines,  acquainting  men  with  the  laws  of  the  uni- 
verse and  of  their  own  nature,  and  the  importance  of  observing 
these  laws,  (and  this  is  being  done  more  and  more  every  day,)  then 
the  republican  form  of  government  becomes  the  most  stable,  as  it 
certainly  is  the  most  beneficent  of  any  ever  attempted.  Then  we 
will  learn  and  practice  the  great  doctrine  of  "  universal  brother- 
hood," and  leani  that  no  wrong  Cfin  be  inflicted  on  the  body  politic 
witliout  injuring  every  individual  member  thereof.  If  our  nation 
is  imbued  with  such  principles  it  will  strive  as  one  man  to  uphold, 
elevate,  purify  and  perpetuate  our  then  truly  "  model  republic.'' 

No  nation  in  the  world  has  ever  made  such  material  })rogress  in 
a  single  century  as  ours,  and  we  are  still  ''  marching  on "  witli 
irresistible  force.  Let  us  look  to  it  that  the  moral  and  intellectual 
advancement  shall  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  material.  Therein 
rest  our  peace  and  safety  as  a  nation,  and  thereon  hang  the  ho])es 
and  happiness  of  a  world  sutfering  under  kitigly  rule  which  neces- 
sarily pampers  and  aggrandizes  the  royal  family,  the  coiut  and  the 
titled  aristocracy,  while  it  degrades  and  debases  the  subjects, 
whose  toil  and  sweat  supply  the  public  treasury. 

The  ]^reat  American  heart  beats  to-day  in  unison  with  these 
sentiments,  for,  notwithstanding  each  j)olitical  party  has  been 
cursed  with  thieves  and  swindlers,  we  hail  with  hope  and  joy  th(» 
fact  that  the  masses,  the  rank  and  file,  the  bone  and  sinew  of  both 
parties  demand  n^form  and  honest  government.  With  such  a  ])ul)lic 
sentiment,  "the  voice  of  the  peopk-"  is  indeed  "  th<^  voice  of  God." 

Old  England  owes  half  of  lier  stability  to  tlic  innate  love  of 
country  which  pervades  the  breasts  of  her  people.    lu»ine  lK>urishcd 
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only  so  long  as  its  masses  gloried  in  saying  "I  am  a  Roman 
citizen." 

To  be  £in  American  citizen  witli  such  purity  of  government  and 
loftiness  of  sentiment  as  tins  nation  is  capable  of  maintaining,  is  to 
enjoy  the  most  enviable  position  under  Heaven.  We  cannot  piize 
this  blessing  too  highly. 

If  our  material  progress  during  the  last  century  has  been  unex- 
ampled, let  us  remember  that  no  effect  can  be  produced  without  a 
cause ;  hence,  if  the  nation  is  to  prosper,  every  individual  in  that 
nation  can  aid  that  prosperity  by  personal  efforts.  Om-  beautiful 
Bridgeport  has  made  rapid  strides  in  thirty  years.  If  we  all  work 
hand  in  hand  like  a  band  of  brothers  devoted  to  the  development 
of  our  immense  natural  resources,  this  lovely  city,  of  which  we  are 
so  justly  proud,  will  rapidly  exhibit  a  progress  and  popularity  to 
which  the  past  will  bear  no  com})arison. 

Usually,  on  celebrating  a  holiday,  we  anticipate  the  pleasure  of 
being  present  at  the  next -anniversary.  But  centennial  ludidays 
are  an  exception  to  this  mle.  Xone  of  us  will  be  here  at  the 
second  Centennial  celebration  of  our  nation's  biith.  But  reasoning 
from  the  past,  and  considering  the  future  possibilities,  easily  to  be 
developed  from  the  enorgies  of  our  citizens,  and  our  advantageous 
position,  we  can  with  the  eye  of  faith  see  that  a  hundred  years 
hence  Bridgeport  will  be  the  largest  and  most  beautiful  city  in 
Connecticut. 

We  can  imagine  that  one  hundred  years  from  this  day  our  pos- 
terity, a  quarter  million  strong,  will  be  gathered  in  this  beautiful 
Seaside  Park,  celebrating  with  joy  the  second  Centennial  of  the 
American  Republic.  Tlie  beautiful  monument  that  has  just  been 
erected  here  will  be  supplemented  by  others,  but  let  us  hope  they 
will  commemorate  the  triiim})hs  of  peace  instead  of  war.  None  of 
us  can  reasonably  expect  to  have  otu'  names  uttered  on  that  occa- 
sion, for  time  swallows  up  nearly  all  things,  but  if  any  old  book- 
worm, some  second  liincks,  on  tlie  llli  of  July,  197G,  shall  hapjien 
to  remember  having  read  natne,  J  ho{)e  he  will  cry  out,  Old 
Banunn  did  one  (rood  thiu<j  anvhow — he  orii^rinated  anil  named 
tliis  beautiful  'Seaside  Park,'  this  healthy  breathing  jdnce  on  tlie 
shore  for  our  two  hundred  thousand  inhabitants !  "  I  shall  not 
object  if  he  adds,  "  th{>  (dd  fellow  seems  to  have  taken  a  pleasure 
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in  filling  \ip  swamps  and  mud-lioles,  in  laying  out  new  streets, 
planting  trees,  and  encouraging  manufactures  and  other  indus- 
tries." Of  course,  if  he  mentions  Bamum  at  all,  he  will  say  he 
discovered  and  proved  by  the  highest  scientific  authority,  that 
ozone  abounded  in  Seaside  Park  and  its  \ncinity. 

One  can  easily  imagine  that  at  an  early  day  Bridgeport  will  be 
a  popular  watering  place,  and  that  scores  of  summer  hotels  (of 
which  the  Wells  House  at  Black  Rock  is  the  pioneer)  will  line 
our  shores  from  Faii'field  Beach  to  ^Mills'  clam-baking  mansion, 
and  eventually  to  Stratford,  for  long  before  the  next  centennial, 
the  Stratford  salt  meadows  Avill  be  thoroughly  dyked,  drained  and 
filled  up,  rendering  mosquitoes  great  curiosities  in  these  parts. 
The  prijicipal  hotel  will  probably  be  called  the  Ozone  House," 
then  will  come  the  "Wheeler,  Bishop,  Perry,  Sherwood,  Loomis, 
Stanton,  Mallory,  Spooner,  Sandford,  Calhoun,  Wood,  Lyon, 
Alvord,  Wordin,  Benluim,  Kiefer,  Hawley,  and  other  hotels  bear- 
ing the  names  of  their  chief  owners  or  projectors.  Golden  Hill, 
Park  and  Fairfield  avenues,  West-State,  South-Broa«l,  Soutli- 
Main  and  Lafayette  streets  will  be  studded  with  palatial  villas ; 
Seaside  Park  will  l)e  environed  by  mansions  and  summer  cottages, 
while,  setting  back  to  Toilsome  Hill  and  Trumbull,  and  folhuving 
the  lines  of  at  least  three  raib-oads  as  far  east  as  Stratford  and 
west  to  Southpdrt,  will  be  the  himdreds  of  huge  factories  wliich 
contribute  so  largely  to  the  growth  and  wealth  of  a  city.  Kaib 
roads  will  take  the  peojde  to  New  York  in  an  hour  for  a  dolhiv, 
with  return  ticket  ><\.2:~).  Kailroads,  express,  telegraph,  steamboat 
and  gas  mono})olies  witli  \,atered  stock  will  cease  tlieir  extortions. 
Our  wharves  will  extend  west  to  i'lack  Rock,  and  thai  nobU' 
harbor  will  accommodate  most  of  tlie  largest  shi})ping.  Ihit  tlie 
prosperity  of  Bridi:;eport  can  only  be  accom})lished  by  united 
energy, Tiberabty  and  faith  in  tlie  future.  Away  with  tlie  men- 
eyed  man  who  dare  not  invest  a  sixjietice  unU'ss  priiicinal  and 
interest  are  rctiniied  to  his  po<-ket  Ix'fore  lie  g(H's  to  bid.  You 
must  sow  before  you  can  reap.  Sow  ju<b<-iou>ly,  ]ioj>i'fuIly  and 
prodigally,  and  see  that  you  carry  no  misers  and  skin  Hints.  J*ull 
all  t(»£rether  and  with  a  w  ill,  and  lh  idLrei»<'rt,  which  is  alreadv  the 
most  pleasant,  heabliy  and  prosperous  city  in  llie  Stat(\  will  at  iIm^ 
next  Centennial,  eclipse  .all  others  to  sueh  a  degree  as  shall  aston- 
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ish  and  delight  the  mhal)ita.nts  thereof^  and  reflect  credit  on  those 
who  now  in  this  day  and  generation  put  their  hajids  manfully  to 
the  plow  without  di'eaming  of  looking  back. 

The  bands  played  Yankee  Doodle "  and  then  the  audience 
listened  to 

DK.  GEORGE  L.  PORTEli's  ADDRESS. 

"  SoldierSj  from  the  summits  of  yonder  Pp-amids  forty  centuries 
are  looking  on  you/'  said  Xapoleon,  as  in  their  shadows  his  French- 
men re})ulsed  the  wild  charge  of  the  Mamelukes.  A  single  hun- 
dred years  includes  our  national  ex]:)erience.  Those  twice  twenty 
centuries  had  seen  the  development,  decay  and  destruction  of 
many  dynasties ;  some  five  score  years  have  witnessed  the  exjieri- 
ment  of  the  ^'  Governmeut  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the 
people,"  Those  massive  stones  had  grown  gray  during  the  ages, 
when  one  man,  claiming  all  attributes,  exercising  all  prerogatives, 
swayed  the  destinies  of  millions, — with  in^esponsible  power  eleva- 
ting a  captive  boy  to  the  second  place  in  the  kingdom  ;  condemning 
nations  defeated  in  battle  to  slavery  or  to  annihilation. 

Barbaric  grandeur  and  opulence  emblazoned,  as  they  never  may 
again,  imperial  pageants,  palaces,  temples  and  walled  cities. 
Royalty  clutclied  at  divinity.  Men  were  made  gods.  An  age 
of  splendid  architectural  triumphs  and  magniiicence  to  the  few  j  it 
was  an  age  of  misery  to  the  many.  The  learned  rejoiced  in 
the  wisdom  of  the  Mishna  and  Gemara  of  the  Talmud,  but  the 
nation  at  large  was  sunk  in  ignorance,  privations,  crimes  and  vice. 

The  king  was  the  human  pivot,  befon-  who^e    Divine  Hight 
all  other  rights  must  l)ow. 

But  the  ages,  like  the  dethroned  monarch  of  Babylon,  wen^ 
weighed  in  the  balances  and  found  wauting.  In  "  the  last  syllable 
of  'recorded  time,"  the  individual  becomes  the  central  figure.  Th(! 
rights  of  the  many  is  the  law  of  the  land. 

"The  old  order  changeth.  yiekhng  place  to  new, 

"  And  God  fiiltills  Liiuself  in  many  waya 

"Lest  one  good  custom  should  cornipt  the  world." 

With  the  echo  of  "  the  shot  heard  round  the  world"  was  inau- 
gurated a  governmeut  which  announced  the  eipial  right  of 
each   citizen  before   the   law.    Popular  Cihication ;    n\\  honors, 
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ecclesiasticalj  political,  civil,  military,  open  to  every  American ; 
absolute  non-interference  between  church  and  state the  largest 
civil  and  religious  liberty  and  toleration  are  the  forces  which  from 
1776  to  1876  have  characterized  our  country,  and  their  results  are 
embodied  in  a  nation — now  occupying  a  continent — whose  official 
head  has  fittingly  proclaimed,  remembering  that  "  happy  is  that 
people  whose  God  is  the  Lord,"  that  we  should  this  day  render 
thanks  for  our  many  blessings ;  a  nation  wdiose  boastful  spirit  has 
been  chastened  by  many  a  sad  experience,  yet  to-day  is  glad  in  its 
tens  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  happy  homes ;  is  endowed 
with  institutions  of  learning,  of  religion  and  of  charity  ;  is  enriched 
by  commercial  and  manufacturing  and  mining  enteqirises  equal  to 
any  in  the  world ,  is  renowned  for  its  sewiiig  machine.  India-rub- 
ber, telegraph,  railroad,  and  a  thousand  more  useful  inventions,  by 
which  civilization  has  been  advanced : — a  nation,  scrupulous  of  its 
honor  in  obsen^ing  and  enforcing  foreign  treaty  obligations ;  pre- 
ferring peaceful  arbitrament  rather  than  an  appeal  to  anns : — a 
uativ)n,  presenting  to  mankind  the  model  of  a  Republic,  proud  of 
its  glorious  founders,  thankful  for  the  much  already  accomplished, 
hopeful  for  continued  progression,  and  rejoicing,  most  of  all,  in  this, 
tliat  without  fear  or  favor,  with  liberty  without  license,  worshiping 
God  according  to  the  dictates  of  conscience,  unfettered  by  class 
legislation  or  social  ostracism,  under  our  bright  skies,  by  our 
i-unning  waters,  every  man  is  a  freeman,  and  becomes,  let  it  be 
reverently  spoken,    the  architect  of  his  own  fortune." 

"  Forward,  forward,  let  us  range, 
*'  Let  the  great  world  spin  forever  down  tlie  ringing  grooves  of  change, 
•'Thro'  tlie  shadow  of  the  globe  we  sweep  into  the  younger  day  ; 
"Better  fifty  years  of  (onn)  life  than  a  cycle  of  Cathay." 

At  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Porter's  address  the  President  paid  : 
"There  were  no  more  })atriotic  nu'U  in  xho  Revolulion  than  the 
clergy.  In  the  pulpit  a)ul  out  of  i{.  in  the  llidd,  and  everywhere, 
they  were  uucensing  in  their  efhuls  to  fmtlier  tlie  good  eau>e.  It 
is  therefore  appro})riate  that  a  rejiresentative  of  this  class  should 
address  us  to-day,  and  I  call  upon  tlic  Rev.  K<l\\in  Johnsiui  of  the 
Congregatioiuil  chinch,  to  give  us  an  original  jxn-ni." 
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He  responded  witli  an 

ODE   FOR    "  TEE   CENTENNIAL  FOURTH." 

Ring,  mellow  bells,  from  out  your  airy  towers, 

Rifies  rattle,  and  cannons  roar, 

Bands,  melodious  pteans  pour. 

Over  land  and  over  sea, 

Voices  join  in  jubilee. 

Flags,  fling  out  your  colors  gay, 

Lending  glory  to  tlie  day. 

And  when  night  hours  hover  nigh, 

Earth,  send  signals  to  the  sky. 

Mocking  the  stars'  and  comets'  blaze, 

Or  the  swift  lightning  where  it  plays. 

Fill  all  the  void  with  pyrotechnic  showers. 

Like  a  rare  century  plant,  in  richest  bloom. 

Doth  Freedom  deck  herself  to-day. 

A  continent  expands  to  give  her  room. 

Her  breath  the  charmed  winds  convey. 

Fragrant,  from  North  to  Soutli,  from  East  to  West. 

From  lowliest  vale  to  loftiest  mountain  crest. 

A  frail  and  tiny  seed  at  first, 

"With  patient  love  its  life  was  nursed. 

Labor  and  tears  and  noble  blood, 

Were  spent  to  give  it  needful  food, 

Till  from  the  rugged  soil  it  sprung  ; 

And  round  it  hearts  of  valor  hung. 

To  guard  it  well  from  envious  scath. 

Then  blew  the  tempest  wild  with  wrath ; 

Then  Tyranny  her  weapons  wielded 

To  kill  the  plant  by  brave  hearts  shielded. 

Oh,  long  and  fierce  the  ensanguined  fight  I 

But  God  gave  victoiy  to  the  Right. 

And,  nouiished  with  a  vigor  new. 

The  plant  of  Freedom  greater  grew  ; 

Till  far  and  wide  its  form  was  seen, 

As  in  a  desert,  palm-groves  green. 

But  should  it  bear  a  century  flower  ? 

Or  wither  in  untimely  hour  ? 

Lo,  thorns  and  weeds  upon  it  pressed. 

As  Bcorpious  in  the  eagle's  nest. 

A  hateful  jjarasite  appeared. 

And  haughtily  its  he;ul  uproarod  ; 

Poisoning  the  true  plant  with  its  breath, 

Its  life  significant  alone  of  death. 
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Awoke  the  patriot  spirit  then  ; 
Rallied  the  ranks  of  Eight  again. 
The  sword  that  long  unused  had  slept, 
Forth,  in  the  name  of  justice,  leapt ; 
Eebellion,  like  a  robber,  slew, 
And  gave  the  nation  life-lease  new. 

Alas,  the  multitude  of  heroes  slain, 

That  Peace,  and  Law,  and  Liberty  might  reign 

Rise  on  your  firm  gi-anitic  base, 
Statues  of  nobleness  and  grace. 
To  tell  us,  whensoe'er  your  forms  we  see, 
The  price  of  Peace,  and  Law,  and  Liberty. 

And  now  pacific  years  have  won 
The  victoiT  by  war  begun. 
Tlie  wounded  bark  hath  well-nigh  closed  ; 
And  they  who  stood  in  arms  opposed 
In  frien(^     -itrife  alone  are  vieiug. 
They  sweai  a  faith  and  love  undying 
To  Union  and  their  country's  laws. 
To  Peace  and  Freedom's  holy  cause. 

God  bless  tlie  land  from  shore  to  shore, 
Nor  let  us  know  dissension  more  ! 

God's  love  the  precious  plant  enfold, 
And  when  a  century  new  has  roUed, 
May  they,  who  stand  where  we  stand  now. 
Behold  it  bloomed  on  every  bough  ; 
"While  far  aln-oad  its  seeds  have  tioxra 
To  spring  where  erst  it  was  unknown  : 
Till  imiversal  Freedom  rise. 
And  earth  reflect  the  raptured  skies. 

Ring,  mellow  bells,  from  out  your  airy  towers. 
Rifles  rattle,  and  cannons  roar, 
•Bands,  nielodions  pirans  pour. 
Over  land  and  over  sea 
Voices  join  in  jubilee. 
Flags,  fling  out  your  colors  gay, 
LeTuhug  glory  to  the  day. 
And  when  uight-honrs  hover  nigh, 
Farth,  send  signals  to  the  sky, 
Mocking  the  stars'  and  comets'  bliize, 
Or  the  swift  lightning  whore  it  plays. 
Fill  ;l11  the  \ou\  with  py rotecliinc  showers. 


The  Committee  of  An-aiigements,  tlirough  the  President,  then 
thanked  all  who  had  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  occasion  by 
marching  in  procession,  by  singing,  by  delivering  addresses,  by 
decorating  their  houses  and  places  of  business,  or  in  any  other 
manner  adding  to  the  interest  of  the  celebration. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  P.  T.  Baranm,  three  cheers  were  given  for 
the  gi-eat  leader  of  the  amiies  of  the  nation  dming  the  revolution, 
Geoege  Washixgtox. 

The  whole  audience  then  sung  ''America" : 
"My  country,  'tis  of  thee,"  etc. 

Rev.  Dr.  Hichardson  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  pronounced  the 
benediction,  and  the  audience  dispersed. 
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cheonoloCtIcal  record  of  events, 


CHROXOLOGIOAL  RECORD. 


Note. — A  record  of  this  nature  was  published  ii?  the  Bridgeport  Directory 
of  the  issues  of  1S71-2  and  1872-3,  \v]nch  brought  it  dot^m  to  May,  1872, 

It  is  thought  to  be  a  very  useful  and  proper  subject  for  the  Annual 
Municipal  Ilegister  of  the  city,  and  tluit  there  be  no  break,  we  couimenoe 
where  tlie  publishers  of  the  Directory  left  off,  and  embrace  in  these  pages 
the  period  from  May,  1872,  to  1870'. 


MAY,  1872. 

May    1.    Inaugimition  of  Govemoi'-elect  Jewell  in  New  Haveu ; 
large  deleg-ation  from  Bridgeport. 
Conference  of  the  friends  of  Woman's  Suffrage  at  house 
of  Rev.  Olynipia  Brown  in  this  city. 
"      2.     Winton  &  Wakeniaii's  store  at  Berkshire  burglarized. 

Special  town  meeting  to  till  vacancies  caused  by  resigna- 
tion of  the  elected  constables. 
"      3.    The  frost  still  in  the  ground  in  numy  places  not  exposed 
to  the  sun. 

The  old  jail  on  r>n)ad  street  being  torn  down. 
^    Several  stables  in  the  vicinity  of  Park  avenue  burglarized. 
"      4.    The  steam  fire  boat  "  John  Fuller     of  New  York  en- 
gaged in  }>um])ingnut  the  scIiootum- *'  Sarah  Klizabeth," 
recently  sunk  at  the  Tlousatonic  dock, 
5.    Fire  in  barn  of  ^Irs,  Nugent  on  Ctdlcn  street. 
"      G.     A  woman  named  Catharine  WiKmi.  living  on  Hard 
avenue,  droppf<l  d<'ad  during  the  afternoon. 
Rudolph  C.  Goltschalk  died,  agrd  41  years. 
Unsuccessful  atteuij)t  to  burn  a  building  on  L'nion  street. 
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May  7.    Mr.  and  !\[rf4.  Jolm  L.  Hall  appeared  at  the  Opera  House. 
"    8.    Thermometer  up  to  8G°  in  tlie  nhade. 

John  E.  Perkinsj  helong-incr  in  Pittsfieldj  jumped  from 
the  10:30  p.  m.  express  train  and  was  killed,  the  body 
found  the  next  morning'. 
"    9.    Until  8  or  9  p.  m.  Aveather  very  "wann,  at  which  time  the 
wind  came  up  and  blew  a  gale,  during  which  three 
canal  boats  were  sunk  ofF  Black  Rock. 
10.    Visit  of  Dennis  McCarthy,  Esq.,  of  Willimantic,  Presi- 
dent of  the  State  Union  of  R.  C.  T.  A.  B.  Societies, 
during  which  John  Hackett,  President  St.  ^Mary's 
T.  A.  B.,  was  appointed  Director  for  Fairfield  County. 
"  11.    Dense  fog;  the  steamers  Wyoming  and  J.  B.  Schuyler 
detained  in  consequence. 
Special  town  meeting  de  Rocky  Hill  road  and  renting 
part  of  Washington  Hall  for  the  use  of  the  Comt  of 
Common  Pleas. 

"  12.  Rev.  Charles  Ray  Palmer  preached  at  the  North  church. 
"  13.    Jamestown  settled  in  1607. 

Ole  Bull  Jind  company  gave  a  concert  at  the  0[)era  House. 
"  14.    ^[eeting  of  citizens  in  Washington  Hall  de  memorializing 

the  General  Assembly  to  amend,  alter  or  repeal  the 

city  charter. 

The  annual  session  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  commenced  in  this 
city. 

"  15.    Mrs.  Andrew  Burke  died  in  New  York  very  suddenly, 
aged  oG  years. 

"  16.    Fifteen  new  members  admitted  to  tlie  Bridgejiorf  Division 

Sons  of  Temperance. 
"  17.    TestimoTiial  concert  to  Mr.  S.  B.  Spinning  at  Franklin 

Hall  by  the  Hutcliinson  Family. 
18.    A   small   ])arn   corner    Pembroke    and    Keilly  ^t^eets, 

togetlier  with  two  horses  and  a  hog  in  it  buriied  ;  loss, 

SI, 000. 

"  20.    The  first  thunder  shower  of  the  season. 

21.    'i'he  Uitrk  of  rebuilding  the  Washingtoti  P.ri«lge  across 
the  lluusatonic  at  Stratfonl  couimenccd. 
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May  24.  Samuel  Eaton,  while  unloading  Imnber  at  Lyon,  Curtis 
&  Co.'s  yard,  was  accidentally  killed  by  a  log  swing- 
ino"  around  and  breakino;  his  neck. 
^'  25.  Services  in  h(nior  of  decoration  day  held  at  the  Park 
Street  Congregational  Church,  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Daven- 
port, Pastor. 

26.  Elder  E.  Knight  spoke  at  the  railroad  depot  on  the  sub- 
ject,   Liberalism  as  opposed  to  Spiritualism." 
"   27.  The  "  Standard appeared  enlarged  by  lengthening  its 
columns,  the  addition  being  equal  to  two  whole  columns. 
The  Howe  Band  made  an  excursion  to  New  Haven, 
Light  House  Point,  on  the  steainer  Novelty. 
"    28.  A  bara  in  the  rear  of  No.  34  Bank  street  burned. 

30.  Decoration  day  5  the  graves  of  deceased  soldiers  decorated 
with  flowers  by  Post  3,  G.  A.  R., ;  owing  to  the  rain 
the  exeri'ises  were  conducted  at  the  Opera  House. 
Webster's  clothing  store  on  State  street  burglarized. 
"   3L  May  festival  at  Wasliington  Hall  for  the  benefit  of  the 
A.  M.  E.  Zion  Church. 
Ludwick  Galbruner,  aged  24  years,  while  dri\-ing,  fell 
dead  in  his  wagon. 

JUNE,  1872. 

The  fare  on  the  New  York  and  New  Haven  Railroad 
was  reduced,  the  ditference  between  New  York  and 
this  city  being  twenty  cents. 
Rev.  Mr.  Stone  of  Dakota  Territory,  preaclied  at  Christ 
Churcli,  and  the  Rev.  J.  H.  IE  De:\lille  at  Trinity 
Churcli. 
Slight  fire  in  Ray's  factory. 

Cajitain  Geo.  Colvocoresses,  U.  S.  N.,  murdered  (it 
was  su})})osed)  on  Cb'nton  street  whih'  on  his  way  to 
take  tlie  steamboat. 
jVIadame  .Janaiiscliek,  tlie  (juecn  ot"  tragedy,  a}>]uar('d 
at  the  OfXMa  House  in  "  ( 'best ju>y  W(dd,"  ada{>ted 
from  lUeak  House. 
IMiblif  im'etiiig  at  the  Eaiilirhl  Avenue  M,  E.  Church 
in  tlie  interests  of  the  Y.  M.  (■.  A. 


June    1 , 
"  2. 
3. 

4. 

"  5. 


June   6.    Ulysses  S.  Grant  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States. 

"     7.    Two  burglaries  on  State  street. 

8.    The  iron  steam  tng  F.  G.  Fowler,  built  at  Philadelphia, 

and  equip])ed  with   the   Fowler   steering  wheel, 

arrived  in  this  harbor. 
First  open  air  concert  of  the  Wheeler  and  "VYilson  Band 

at  Seaside  Park. 
"      9.    The  Rev.  C.  E.  Sumner,  of  Chicago,  occupied  the  North 

Church  pul]>it,  and  the  Rev.  T.  T.  Waterman,  of 

Monroe,  the  South  Chm'ch  pulpit. 
"    10.    A  freight  car  thrown  off  the  track  in  the  tunnel  above 

Newtown  on  the  Housatonie  Railroad;  no  one  injiured. 
"    11.    Grand  concert  of  Peace  Jubilee  music  at  the  Opera 

House  by  the  Bridgeport  Choral  Society. 
John  Wade,  employed  at  the  boiler  works,  was  struck 

in  the  eye  by  a  flying  chip  and  his  sight  destroyed. 
"    12.    Hebrew  festival  of  Shebuoth,  commemorating  the  reve- 
lation of  the  commandments  on  Mount  Sinai. 
A  severe  thunder  shower  passed  over  the  city. 
"    13.    Annual  comnumication  Doric  Lodge  No.  33.  F.  and 

A.  M. 

Moonlight  excursion  on  the  steamer  Eclio. 
"    14.    Floyd  B.  Wilson,  of  the  State  University  of  Michigan, 
elocutionist,  gave  a  reading,  etc.,  at  Harmonic  Hall. 
The  Bridgeport  Choral  Society  went  to  New  Haven  to 
rehearse  for  the  Peace  Jubilee. 
"    15.    Eight  hundred  glasses  of  soda  water  sidd  by  one  fmii 
duiing  the  evening. 
IG.'   Tlie  night  express  trains  all  heavily  loaded  with  people 

going  to  the  l^^ace  Jubilee  in  Boston. 
17.     TMcnic  of  the  T.  B.  F.  U.  S.  Club  at  IraTiistaii  Park. 
About  one  liiindred  ^lasons  of  tliis  city  went  to  Bir- 
mingham to  attend  the  anTinal  rennion  of  the  Con- 
necticut Veteran  Mascmic  Asstn  iation. 
"    18.    Mithra  Lcnlge,  Kniglits  of  Pytliias,  went  to  New  Tlaven 
to  join  in  tlie  annual  parade  of  tiie  C(»nnecticut  Lodges. 
IbuT  ^^'atkins  of  Trumbull  died,  aui^d  7  1  years. 
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June  20.    Tlie  steam  roller  anived  on  tlie  steamer  Bndgeport,  its 
weight  beinsf  16  tons. 
The  steamer  Th}Ta,  fitted  with  the  Fowler  wheel,  took 
out  a  party  on  lier  trial  trip. 
2].    The  steamer  Bridgeport  while  on  her  trip  to  tliis  city, 
was  nm  into  by  the  ferry  boat  Southampton  and  had 
her  cabin  stove  in. 
"    22.    The  Bridgeport  Choral  Society  returned  from  the  Peace 
Jubilee. 

Fomieen  hundred  glasses  of  soda  water  were  (bawn 
from  one  fountain  this  evening. 

23.  Rev.  James  K.  Lombard,  rector  of  St.  Paul's  Church, 

Nortluimpton,  preaidied  in  St.  Paul's  of  this  city. 

24.  Levi  liubbell  of  this  city,  died  in  Winsted,  aged  89  years. 
*'    25.    Dense  fog,  the  steamer  Laura  detained  in  conserpiencc 

of  it. 

"    26.    A  child  fatally  burned  while  poiuing  kerosene  oil  on  a 
stove  fii'e,  in  a  building  on  Fairfield  avenue. 
Bridgeport  TypooTa})hical  Union  Xo.  157,  received  its 
charter. 

"    27.    Election  of  officers  of  Bridgeport  Division,  Sons  of 
Temperance. 

"    28.    Slight  fire  in  a  tenement  on  Railroad  avenue. 

29.  At  2  p.  m.  the  thennometer  stood  at  95°  in  the  shade. 

30.  Very  hot,  thennometer  at  95    and  100 

Floral  concert  by  the  Sunday  school  of  the  Bai)tist  Church. 

JULY,  1872. 

July    1.    The  Rev.  01ym})ia  Bnnvn  of  this  city,  delivered  an 
N  address  before  the  New  Haven  AVomau's  Sutliage 

Association. 
2.    The  thcrmoiiu'tcr  stood  at  98°  at  2  p.  iii. 

John  Robitison's  circus  exhibited  in  this  city. 
Mrs,  Horace  Hinsdale  died,  aiicd  79  years. 
"      3.     As  the  train  loadeil  with  ,Jolin  Kohinsoii's  eireus  was 
j>assing  through  West  Haven,  several  of  the  cages 
were  cnught  by  a  bri«lge  over  the  iia«  k  and  badly 
demolished,  a  numher  of  the  animals  escaping. 
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4.  Fourth  of  July )  the  day  celebrated  by  excursions, 

picnicti,  etc. ;   in  the  evening  the  play  "  All  that 
Glitters  is  not  Gold/'  given  by  Miss  Ida  Yenion 
supported  by  local  talent. 
Severe  thunder  shower  in  the  afternoon,  several  trees 
struck. 

5.  Picnic  of  the  Iron  Moulders'  Association  at  Frye's 

Grove. 

6.  Concert  at  the  Opera  House  by  the  Yale  Glee  Club  of 

New  Haven. 

Frank  ]\IcParland  was  found  dead  in  the  rear  of  the 
Atlantic  Hotel,  from  the  roof  of  which  he  was  sup- 
posed to  Lave  fallen. 

7.  The  Rev.  Benjamin  L.  Swan  occupied  the  Xortli  Church 

pulpit. 

8.  Wessel  Brothers'  store  in  E,  D.  burglarized. 
Ludwig  V.  Thiers  w^as  thrown  from  the  foot  bridge 

on  the  railroad  bridge,  by  one  Jerry  Cotfee,  who 
escaped. 

9.  The  bell  recently  placed  in  the  North  church  tower 

and  which  was  unsatisfactory,  taken  down,  and  re- 
placed by  one  some  five  hundred  pounds  heavier. 
A  new  bell  also  put  up  in  the  Park  street  church  tower, 
E.  D. 

10.  The  steam  roller  made  its  first  appearance  on  the  street. 

11.  j\Irs.  Ann,  wife  of  Joseph  Kicliardson.  died,  aged  58 

years. 

12.  'I'he  steamer  Sleepy  Hollow  arrived  in  tliis  liarbor  wlrli 

about  eight  hundred  excursionists  from  Elizabeth,  N.J. 

14.  Ferdinand  Sikoll,  while  bathing  in  the  Nonli  Ihidge- 

]>ort  factory  pond,  <lrowneil. 
Ivev.  Dr.  Kockwell  of  Statcu  Island,  pivaclicd  in  the 
Nortli  church. 

15.  Annual  festival  of  the  Hartford  Saetigerbuud  ;  a  large 

number  of  liridiirporters  present  who  expressed  llu-m- 
selves  well  pleased. 
IG.     Picnic  of  {\\v  Young  Meehanio'  Soeial  Chib  at  Five's 
drove. 
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July  16.    A  fishing  party,  which  went  out  in  the  Maggie  B., 
brought  home  a  haul  of  two  or  three  huijdred  pounds. 
"    17.    The  Sunday  schools  of  the  Fairfiehl  Avenue  M.  E.  and 
the  Uni-versalist  churches  went  to  Parlor  Kock  for  a 
picnic. 

"    18.    A  remarkably  low  tide. 

20.  Rubber  game  of  ball  between  the  Alerts  and  a  picked 
nine  from  the  Wheeler  and  Wilson  sliops^  result  in 
favor  of  the  Alerts,  12  to  4. 

22.  Violent  rain  stomi  early  in  the  morning ;  the  east  end 

of  the  railroad  bridge  washed  so  badly  as  to  delay 
trains. 

Last  trip  of  the  steamer  J.  B.  SchuyhM*  to  tliis  place. 

23.  The  })rinci})al  office  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 

Company  moved  from  the  depot  to  tlie  Sterling  House. 

24.  Pequonnock  Lodge,  No.  4,  Odd  Fellows,  with  the 

Wheeler  and  Wilson  Band,  went  to  Southport  for  a 
clam-bake. 

The   Washington    Park,   Sunmicrfield  and  Newfield 
Sunday  schools,  went  on  a  picnic  to  Parlor  Rock. 

25.  Successful  trial  of  the  Wilson  combined  fh-e  engine  and 

hose  cairiage,  constructed  by  the  Bridge] )ort  ^Manu- 

f acturi ng  C ompany . 
"    26.    Annual  meeting  of  tlie  Soldiers'  ]\[onument  Association. 
"    27.    The  engine  George  W.  Peet  arrived  for  tlie  Ilousatonic 

Railroad  C'onipany. 
The  City  Hotel  reopened  after  being  reconstructed  and 

renovated. 

"    28.    Rev.  James  W.  Hubbell,  of  New  Haven,  preaclicd  in 
^  the  North  church. 

Slight  fire  in  the  Secor  sewing  machine  factory. 
29.     Excursion  of  the  St-di^wick  Guard  to  Fort  LtM^  on  the 
steamer  Eliza  Haurox. 
Two  conflagrations,  both  discovered  and  cxtinguisluMl 
before  they  became  serious. 
"    30.    The  Hon.  Jesse  Olney,  formerly  Comptndler  of  the 
State,  and  author  of  Oluey's  (leograpliy  aii<l  Natiimal 
Precejttor,  died  in  Stratford,  aged  7  1  years. 
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July  31.  The  steaiuboat  Laura  piu'cliased  ))y  the  Bridgeport 
Steamboat  Company  Diade  lier  first  trip  to  tliis  city. 
There  are  seventy-five  prisoners  in  the  county  jail,  a 
larger  number  than  ever  before ;  of  these  sixty-one 
are  men  and  fourteen  women  j  there  are  only  twelve 
cells  for  females. 


AUGUST,  1872. 

August    1,    The  Vv'ork  of  repaving  Water  street  with  the  McAdam 
pavement  commenced. 
2.    Picnic  of  the  Gentlemen's  Sons'  Association  at  Frye's 
Grove. 

"  3.  Concert  at  the  Opera  House  by  the  Irish  Band,  which 
came  to  this  country  to  participate  in  the  Peace 
Jubilee. 

"  4.  The  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Quintard  of  Tennessee,  preached 
at  Trinity  Church. 

"  5.  Reunion  in  this  city  of  the  Ninth  Regiment  Connecti- 
cut Volunteers. 
6.  Of  the  $36,000  available  funds  for  the  harbor  im- 
provements, $10,000  will  ])e  applied  for  dredging, 
the  contract  price  for  the  break-water  being  §2.37 
per  cubic  yard. 

"        7.    First  meeting  of  the  Directors  of  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H. 

II.  R.  R.,  since  the  consolidation  of  the  X.  Y. 
N.  H.  and  X.  II.,  H.  &  Springfiehl  railroads. 
8.    An  unusually  fine  auroral  display. 
"        9.    Trot  at  the  Brid^-c^port  Trotting  Park,  said  to  be  the 
best  ever  over  the  track,  the  tir>r  })nze  taken  by 
Comet,"  belonging  to  G.  P.  Carpenter  of  Hartford. 

10.  'I'lie  Housato!iic  R;iih-oad  Company  had  a  t]iou>and 

tons  of  j)io-ir(>n  on  tlicir  d-'ck  awaiting  shipment. 

11.  R«  v.  L.  11.  Hunt,  mi.-sionary  in  tlie  west,  prcaihf.l 

at  ilic  I^lrk  Strcrf  ConuTcgational  Church. 
One  of  the  warmest  <l;ivs  I'f  llie  scnsiui. 

12.  Aniuial  mectinu-  of  the  AValtersvillo  Sv-hool  l)i.>trit-t. 
Anioi;il  c.imp  mt-oting  at  tin-  Millbrd  Camp  (rrounds 

op'iK'd. 


] 
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August  13.    A  heavy  thunder  shower  passed  over  the  city. 

Trial  tnp  (from  Norwalk)  of  the  ,u-on  steam  canal 
boat  fitted  with  the  Fowler  wheel  and  belonging  in 
this  city. 

"       14.    St.  Paul's  Sunday  school  went  to  Savin  Kock  on 
their  annual  picnic. 
Another  fine  auroral  display,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  telegraph  wires  failed  to  work. 
"       15.    The  Bridgeport  Yacht  Club  started  on  their  annual 
cruise  to  the  East. 
An  unknown  man  who  this  day  shipped  on  the 
steamer  Bridgeport.  die<l  very  suddenly  from  over- 
exertion, etc. 

"       IG.    The  steam  roller  commenced  work  on  the  Water 

street  pavement. 
Michael  Tracey,  while  coupling  cars  on  the  Nauga- 

tuck  dock,  was  so  jammed  between  them  that  he 

died  in  a  few  hours. 
"       17.    Third  annual  picnic  of  the  Post  Elias  Howe,  G.  A.  R. 
"       18.    Rev.  Dr.  A.  M.  Howard  of  Hartford,  occupied  the 

pulpit  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
"       19.    Picnic  of  the  Gennan  Singing  Society  at  Iranistan 

Park  largely  attended,  and  the  multitude  addressed 

by  Mayor  Goodsell. 
"       20.    The  body  of  John  Foreman,  aged  34  years,  found 

hanging  from  a  tree  near  his  boarding  ])lace ;  he 

was  supposed  to  be  suffering  from  temporary  insanity. 
"       21.    Annual  meeting  of  Bridgeport  School  District. 

22.    The  nu>nd)ers  of  the  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  Connec- 
ticut Retiiments  in  this  citv  went  to  the  Seaview 

House,  Savin  Rock,  to  attend  their  annual  rt-uuion. 
"       23.    Hotly  contested  game  of  base  ball,  between  the 

Bridge})orts  and   Mutuals  of  Waterbury,  at  the 

Trotting  ]*ark. 
At  a  boat  race  off  tlie  Light  House,  the  lai  e  was  won 

bv  Lewis'  sliarpie,  belongiuij;'  in  this  city. 
25.    The  Rev.  Dr.  SheUon.  of  ludlah.,  N.  Y.,  otUciatt'd  at 

St.  l^ud's  Chart  h,  E.  I). 


August  26.    The  Fall  term  of  the  Prospect  street  school  began. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


The  Superior  Court  came  in,  with  Judge  Seymour  on 
the  bench. 

Annual  clam  bake  of  the  Fat  ]\Iens'  Association  at 


G 


regory's 


Point. 


Heavy  rain  stonn,  a  deep  gully  cut  in  the  east  end  of 
the  railroad  bridge,  the  track  being  one  or  two  feet 
under  water. 

The  Bridgeport  Yacht  Club  returned  from  theu'  cruise. 
The  steamer  Metis  wrecked  off  Watch  Hill,  many 
lives  lost. 


Sept. 


SEPTEMBER,  1S72. 

1.  Bishop  McFarland  confinned  upwards  of  two  hun- 

dred chikken  at  St.  Augustine's  church. 

2.  The  Fourth  Regiment  Connecticut  National  Guards 

went  into  "Camp  Jewell"  at  Gregory's  Point, 
Norwalk,  the  Sedgwick  Guards  going  down  at  8:45 
a.  m. 

3.  A  delegation  from  ]\Iithra  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias, 

of  this  city,  accompanied  by  the  Howe  Band, 
started   for  Providence  to  join  with  the  other 
Lodges  in  a  clam  bake. 
Fire  in  the  japanning  room  of  the  Ho^\■e  Macliine  Co. 

4.  A  Greeley  and  Brown  club  organized  at  Franklin  Hall. 

5.  Veiy  thick  fog — the  steamer  Laimx  detained  in  con- 

sequence. 

6.  At  a  meeting  of  County  Connnissioners  it  was  deter- 

mined to  place  the  license  fee  for  liquor  selling  at 
two  hundred  dollars. 

8.  The  theraiometer  stood  at  89°  in  the  shade. 
Thirty-two  new  members  admitted  to  Fairlhld  avenue 

M.  E.  Church. 

9.  The  Lingards  aj)peared  in  ''A  Lite's  Dream,"  at  tlie 

Opera  House. 
The  Messrs.  Joel  Fariest  and  John  ]\.  Windsor,  pro- 
prietors of  the  steel  works  at  Windsor  Locks,  i«>ok 
possession  of  the  Bridgeport  Steel  Works. 
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Sept.  10.  ]\[eeting  of  the  Selectmen  in  tlie  old  room  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  to  consider.the  gnintiiio- 
of  licenses,  there  being  one  hundred  and  seventy 
applications. 

"  11.  The  Rev.  C.  Ray  Palmer  installed  pastor  of  the 
North  Church. 

"       12.    Edwin   Booth   appeared  at   the  Opera   House  as 

"  Hamlet/'  in  the  play  of  that  name. 
"       13.    Copious  fall  of  rain. 

"      14.    Bold  attempt  to  bum  the  block  corner  of  State  and 
Broad  streets. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Studley  appeared  as  Mathias  in  the  roman- 
tic psyeliological  di\ima,  entitled    The  Bells,  or  the 
Polisii  Jew." 

"  15.  The  Rev.  A.  J.  Levy,  a  converted  Jew,  preached  at 
the  Park  Street  Congregational  Church. 

"  16.  Mrs.  Macready  appeared  at  the  Opera  House  as  Lady 
Macbeth. 

17.  Annual  reunion  of  the  Twenty-second  Connecticut 
Regiment  in  this  city. 
"  IS.  The  Catholic  State  Temperance  Convention  com- 
menced their  annual  session  in  this  city. 
Some  hundred  of  the  Bridgeport  Good  Templars 
made  an  excursion  to  Savin  Rock  by  a  s})eciai 
train. 

"      19.    Mrs.  HaiTiet  Beecher  Stowe  gave  a  reading  from  her 

own  works  at  the  Opera  House. 
21.    The  business  before  the  City  Court  consisted  of  tliree 

cases  of  drunkenness. 
"       22.    The  coal  barge     Dunderberg  "  with  750  tons  of  coal 

arrived  for  the  Naugatuck  Railroad  Company. 
"       23.    ^Irs.  Ellen  O'Brien,  while  walking  on  the  railroad 

track  near  Pembroke  Lake,  struck  by  a  Naugatuck 

train  and  so  seriously  injured  that  she  soon  died. 
"       24.    A  tire  discovered  in  the  planing  rooui  of  the  Howe 

Machine  Company,   being   the   second    or  third 

attempt  to  burn  the  ])roperty. 
"       25.    Heavy  thunder  shower. 
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Sept.    25.    Attempt  to  burn  a  carpenters  sliop  on  Fairfiel<T 
aA^enue. 

26.    The  Tom  Tlumih  Company  appeared  at  Franklin 
'Hall. 

"  28.  Patrick  Handi})olt,  aged  56  yeais,  and  employed  l>y 
tlie  Housatonic  Railroad  Coinpany,  died  very  sad- 
denly. 

^'  30.  The  large  Inmher  yard  of  Nickerson  &  Son^  E.  D., 
entirely  bnrned  ;  loss,  $60,000. 

OCTOBER,  IS 72. 

Oct.        1.    Meeting  of  the  County  Commissioners;  twenty-six 

liquor  licenses  granted  to  Bridgepon  parties  by  them. 
"        2.    The  Jewish  New  Year  or  Easli  ilashanah  began. 
"        3.    Stone  &  ^Murray's  circus  gave  two  perfonnanccs  in 

the  lot  rear  of  the  Howe  factory. 
"        4.    A  man  by  the  name  of  Smith  attacked  and  robbed 

by  a  gang  of  roughs  on  North  avenue,  near  the 

railroad  track. 

"  5.  Joseph  Reed,  Assistant  Engineer  Fire  Department, 
while  sawing  a  piece  of  timber,  was  struck  by  it 
and  his  jaw  broken,  several  teeth  being  knocked 
down  his  throat. 

"        7.    The  portrait  of  Chief  Justice  ?>atler  lately  painted  I'y 
Calvin  Curtis,  Es(p,  for  the  ixir,  placed  in  the 
Superior  Coiu-t  room. 
George  F.  'J'racey,  late  Post  blaster,  died,  aged  53  years. 
"        8.    Concert  by  local  talent  in  aid  of  the  Soldiers'  ^[onu- 
ment  and  Cemetery  Association. 
Antonio  Munoz,  aged  about  16,  while  adjusting  the 
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rio-sriiiC't  f^^ll  to  the  deck  of  the  briij  S.  P.  Smitl 


on  which  he  was  eniph»ye(l.  causing  his  death  in  :i 
few  hours. 

9.  Fire  in  a  printiuuf  olllre  on  Wall  sfn-et  ;  considfraMc 
danuiixe  caused  by  the  water  used  in  putting  out 
the  lire. 

10.     Inceinliary  fire  discovered  and  put  out  in  Mayne's 
drug  store,  State  street. 
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Oct.      ]  1.    Jewish  feast  of  Yom  Kippur  or  Day  of  Atonement. 

A  Good  Templars'  Lodge  kno\\n  as  Nortli  Star,  No. 

161,  instituted  by  the  colored  people. 
"       12.    Wm.  Baker,  aged  51,  employed  by  the  Bridgeport 

Ice  Co.,  while  walking  on  the  track  near  the  lum))er 

yard  of  Lyon  &  Cmtis,  struck  l)y  a  Housatonic 

train  and  fatally  injured. 
"      13.    Rev.  S.  H.  Smith  of  New  Haven,  preached  at  the 

Park  Street  Congiegational  Church. 
"      14.    The  Howe  Machine  Co.,  having  bought  Hotchkiss 

Sons'  factory,  began  to  use  it,  the  price  paid  being 

upwards  of  8100,000. 
"       15.    George  P.  Sanborn,  a  Road  and  Bridge  Connnissioner, 

and  formerly  connected  with  the  N,  Y.  &:  N,  IL 

R.  R.,  died  suddenly,  aged  62  year^. 
"       16.    Severe  storm,  the  harbor  filled  wirh  eanal  boats 

driven  in  by  it. 
17.    A  State  School  Teaeliers'  Convention  commenced  in 

this  city  with  a  lecture  in  the  Nortli  Church. 
"       18.    Enthusiastic  Grant  and  Wilson  meering  in  the  Opera 

House ;  speeches  hy  Gov.  .Lnvell  and  the  IL)n. 

Wm.  P.  Frye. 

"  19.  The  Lingards  appeared  at  the  Opera  House  in  l^avid 
Gariick. 

"  20.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Gilman  of  New  York,  preached  in  the 
North  Church. 

"       21.    Annual  meeting  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation over  the  Post  OtHce. 
Greeley  and  Brown  torch  light  procession. 

^'  22.  The  freiglit  business  on  the  Housatonic  Bailroad  very 
heavy,  trains  of  t\\ enty-tive  and  thiiiy  cars  being 
sent  up  daily. 

23.    The  ]*ost  blaster  addt>d  one  liuiidvc^d  new  lock  l^oxes 

to  the  oflice  in  this  city. 
"       24.    The  Massasoit  Social  Club  gave  tluur  first  annual 

8(uree  at  Franklin  Hall. 
"       25.    John  B.  Gough  delivered  liis  lecture.  "  Will  It  ]\iy," 

at  the  Oj>era  Ifousc. 
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26.  The  epizootic  or     horse  disease  "  made  its  first  ap- 

pearance in  this  city, 

27.  B.  W.  Leonard  lectured  before  the  Advent  Christian 

Church  in  Good  Templars'  Hall. 

28.  Exhibition  of  the  new  organ  in  the  Presbyterian 

Church  by  Loretz,  organist  of  St.  Ann's  Church, 
Brookl^Ti. 

Annual  meeting  of  the  Ladies'  Bible  Society  in  the 

North  Church  parlors. 
First  heavy  frost. 

30.  Mrs.  Horace  Greeley  died. 

Joseph  Haiglit  of  this  city,  died,  aged  51  years. 
•    The  horse  cars  ]jrevented  from  running  on  account  oi^ 
the  epizootic. 

31.  The  number  of  persons  able  to  vote  at  this  fall  elee- 

tion  is  five  thousand  in  this  city. 
"  The  Fakir  of  Ava  and  Winston  "  exhibited  at  the 
Opera  House. 

NOVEMBEK. 

1.    All  Saints'  Day,  observed  at  Trinity  Churcli. 

Dedication  of  the  new  Pembroke  Cemetery  at  Old 
Mill. 

4.  Fire  at  Malley's,  caused  by  the  boy  lighting  the  gas 

touching  a  bale  of  cotton  with  his  lighter;  loss  five 
hundred  to  a  thousand  dollars. 

5.  Presidential  election,  the  oldest  voter  in  this  city 

being  Deacon  David  Sherwood,  aged  94  yeai-s. 

6.  Wm.  K.  Bunnell  died,  aged  G6  years. 
Heavy  rain  storm,  the  water  falling  in  torrents. 

^  7.    Wm.  Johnson,  aged  23  years,  found  dead  in  the 
powder  house  of  the  Union  Metallic  Cartridge  Co.  ; 
cause  probably  a  lit, 
8.     Installation  of  ollicers  of  I*e(iuoTiiu)ck  Lodge,  No.  ."JO, 
I.  O.  of  G.  T. 

1).    Explosion  of  kerosene  street  huup  on  L.ifayette  strrct  ; 
filight  damage. 
False  alurm  of  lire  from  box  3"i . 
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Nov.     10.    Bishop  Williams   confirmed   fifteen   candidates  at 

Chiist  Clmrcli  and  seven  at  St.  John's. 

The  great  fire  in  Boston. 
"      11.    The  steamer  Bridgeport  hauled  off  for  repairs  and  the 

J.  B.  Schuyler  put  on  in  her  place. 
"       12.    A     dialect  humor "  entertainment  at  Hannonic  Hall 

by  Mr.  W.  S.  Andrews,  Dialectician. 
Wet,  sloppy,  and  very  cold. 
^'       13.    Mary  Malone,  aged  one  and  a  half  years,  fell  from  a 

third  story  window,  and  escaped  without  a  broken 

bone,  but  died  in  a  few  days. 
"       16.    The  Washington  bridge  having  been  relmilt  across 

the  Plousatonic  river,  opened  for  travel. 
17.    Rev.  Geo.  H.  Griffin  of  Milford,  preached  at  the 

South  Church. 

"       18.    The  colored  Jubilee  Singers  from  Fisk  University 
gave  a  concert  at  the  Opera  House. 

"       19.    Post  Master  Dunham  took  charge  of  the  Post  Office. 

Madame  Rudersdoff  and  an  excellent  support  appeared 

in  concert  at  the  Opera  House, 
Deacon    Agur   Beardsley   of   Bridgej^ort,   died  in 
Easton,  aged  81  years. 

"      20.    Mr.  Edwin  Adams  appeared  as  Enoch  Arden,  sup- 
ported by  a  company  fnmi  Bootli's  Tiieatre. 

"      21.    Special   town   meeting;    Selectmen   authorized  to 
bon-ow   nine  hundred  dollars  additioiuil  for  the 
Washington  bridge. 
Little  Nell,  the  Califoniia  Diamond,  a}->j\'^'an^d  as 
Fidelia,  the  Fire  Waif. 

"  -    22.    Fire  in  a  tenement  on  Pembroke  street,  damage  slight. 

"  ^    23.    Theodore  A.  Keeler,  Esq.,  took  the  oath  as  Assistant 
Post  Master. 

"       24.    Religious  meeting  lield  at  tiie  jail  every  Suutlay  at 
12:30  p.  m,,  uu<ler  the  auspices  of  tlie  V.  M.  C.  -V. 
2f>.    The  great  sensational  drama  ef  *'  Across  the  Conti- 
nent" presented  at  the  Opera  Hou>e. 
Slight  fire  in  building  ojiposite  dept^t,  caused  by  ex- 
plosion of  a  bottle  of  acid. 


Nov.     26.    Firr-t  snow  stomi  of  the  seasou. 

"      27.    The  trains  all  heavily  h)aded  with  thaiiksi^iviiii^  pas- 
sengers ;  Ward  Nichols'  train  Ijand y  'esca})ed  goinir 
into  the  open  draw. 
"       28.    Thanksgiving  Day  ;  united  services  in  the  churches. 

Trial  of  fire  engines  to  see  how  far  they  conld  take 
water  should  the  mains,  give  out. 
"       29.    Severe  storm,  the  several  steamboats  detained  in  con- 
sequence. 

30.    Alarm  of  fire  from  the  Presliyterian  church  ;  iihont 
two  hundred  dollars  damage  done. 

DECEMBER. 

Dec.       1.    Alarm  of  fu-e  from  box  31.  caused  by  a  chnnney  on 
fire. 

"        2.    The  U.  S.  Congress  assembled  at  Washington. 

"        4.    Wendell    Pliillips    delivered    his   popular  lectur<! 

"  Europe/'  at  the  Opera  House. 
Organ  concert  at  the  Presbyterian  church. 
"        5.    Ezra  Fisher,  employed  at  the  hat  factory,  fell  through 

the  elevator  opening  and  fractured  his  skull. 
<^        6.    Edwin  Booth  appeared  Thiu-sday  and  this  evening  as 

"  Richelieu,"  Shylock  in  the    Merchant  of  Venice," 

and  Petrucio  in    Katherine  and  Petrucio." 
"        7.    The  work  of  ^IcAdamizing  the  upj)er  part  of  Water 

street  finished. 

"  S.  The  day  observed  in  the  Catholic  churches  as  the 
feast  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  of  the  Virgin 
Mary. 

John  C.  Blackman  died  very  suddcMdy,  aged  65 
years. 

"        9.    A  bill  introduced  in  the  House  by  Congressman  Kel- 
logiX,    a]>pro})riating   sixty    thousand    dollars  for 
improving  this  harbor. 
Mrs.  Thomas  Koonan,  while  attcJiding  a  funeral,  taken 
suddenly  ill  at  the  grave,  and  dic«l  in  a  fi'w  hours. 
Dr.  Wm.  B.  Nash  died,  aged  N7  years. 
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10.  Tlie  Connect iciu  I'oultiy  Ast^ociation  held  their  annu- 

al exhibition  in  Xow  Haven,  two  of  the  piincipal 
exhibitors  l>eing  from  this  city, 
(ieo.   A.  Mayne's  drug  store  entirely  burned  out. 
Loss,  fouileen  hundred  (hdlars. 

11.  Michael  Ellis  seriously  injured  at  the  Howe  shop  by 

slipping  into  a  boiling  kettle  of  soda. 
Reading  by  Miss  PI.  D.  L.  Potter  in  Uannonie  Hall. 

12.  At  the  poultry  exhibition  in  Xew  Haven,  David 

Sterling  and  Thomas  ^lunson  of  this  city,  receive<l 
prizes  for  their  birds. 
Coldest  day — so  far — of  the  season. 

13.  Fine  skating;  Pembroke  Lake  crowded  with  jiersons 

enjoying  tlie  spoit. 
Promenade  concert  and  ball  given  by  Pequonnock 
Lodge,  Odd  Fellows,  in  Lyceum  Hall. 

14.  Drawings  made  for  the  Wells  Grand  Distribution. 

15.  Mrs.  AA'ittemeyer,  of  Philadelphia,  spoke  in  the  Faii  - 

field  AvenuV  M.  E.  Church. 

16.  The  m  niination  of  James  E.  Dunham  for  l^ostmasicr 

confonied  by  the  Senate. 

17.  Severe  .storm  ;  the  Schuyler  detained  in  consequence 

thereof. 

Fire  in  a  wooden  tenement  on  Whiting  street, 
IS.    Excellent    sleighing:    everybody    enjoying  it  who 

could  get  a  sleigh. 
P),     Dr.  Hayes,  the  .Arctic  «'X[)hu-er,  lectured  in  the  Opera 

House. 

'I'he  Sedgwick  (ruard  gave  tlieir  annual  ccuicert  and 
ball, 

20.     Entertainment  given  by  the  (i.  A.  \l.  at  their  hall. 
2  I ,     .Jo(d  v.  Peck.  Ksij.,  died  at  his  rcsidcia  c.  aged  4S  y(  ar>. 
The  Bridgejtort  Minstrels  gave  a  peit'ormance  at  the 
Opera  House, 
22.     The  shortest  and  cohlest  da\  in  tlie  pa>t  year. 
Anniversary  of  tin*  lantling  of  tlu-  I'ilgrims. 
Concert  gi^eji  by  the  Sunday  s<diool  of  tlie  |{a|»ii>t 
church. 
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Dec.     24.    Banuua's  circus  in  New  York  on  Fourteenth  street 
burned. 

25.    Ida  Vernon  appeared  at  the  Opera  House  in  "  After 
Dark." 

Fire  in  carriai^e  shoji  on  South  avenue,  loss  $2,000  ; 
insured  for  half  that  sum. 
"       26.    Very  severe  snow  storm,  the  thermometer  at  5°  above 
zero ;  the  trains  all  delayed  several  hours  in  all 
directions  from  here. 
27.    Several  cases  of  small  pox  discovered. 
"       28.    By  request  Amy  Stone  appeared  in  ^*  Cigarette at 
the  Opera  House. 
The  Bridgepoit  three  hours  getting  through  the  ice 
between  the  light  house  and  her  dock. 

29.  The  last  Sunday  in  the  year  1S72. 

30.  Anton  Kubenstein  and  Henry  Wienniawski  appeare<l 

in  conceit  at  the  Ojiera  House. 

31.  The  Richings-Beniard  Concert  Company  gave  a  cos- 

tume concert  at  the  Opera  House. 
During  the  seven  months  ending  with  August  the 
Howe  Machine  Company  made  ninety-six  thousand 
machines,  averaging  during  July  one  hundred  and 
fifty  a  day,  the  estimated  produce  for  the  year  being 
one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand,  valued  at 
S7. 500,000. 
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JANrAPwY,  1873. 

1.  ''Drew's  Panorama  of  Ki^-y})t  and  tlie  Holy  Land"" 

exhibited  at  the  Washington  Park  M.  E.  Church. 

2.  Steamer  Bridgeport  detained  by  a  fog,  a  rain  and 

sudden  ri^e  of  temperature  eausiiig  one. 
L.  B.  Becklev  lectured  at  Franklin  Hall :  riubjecr, 
"  Horace  Greeley,  Living  and  Dead." 
o.    Entertainment  given  by  the  Grand  Aniiy  at  their  Hal!. 

4.  During  the  past  year  forty-three  new  members  were 

admitted  to  the  Park  ^3trect  Church. 

5.  Russell  Castle  died,  aged  78  years. 

Historical  Sketch  or  Hiscory  of  the  Episcopal  Clinn-li 
in  ]>ridgeport  and  vicinity,  from  A.  D.  1724  to 
1824,  one  hundred  years,  given  at  St.  Paul's 
chui  ch  by  the  rector. 

6.  The  Xaugatuck  Valley  Ice  Company  of  this  cit\ 

commenced  cutting  ice  at  Seymour,  it  being  eigliteen. 
inches  thick. 

7.  Very  remarkable  Northern  lights. 

Annual  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Widows*  Ivelicf 
Society. 

S.    Annual  meeting  of  the  Xew  York,  New  Haven  and 

Hartford  Railroad  Company. 
9.    Very  high  tide,  breaking  up  the  i<-e  in  the  channel 
and  freeing  it. 
10.     Pay  day  for  Decemher  at  several  of  the  factories. 

Slight  fire  in  a  wooden  building  opposite  the  railroad 
depot. 

Mi*s.   Abby   Sage    Uichardsoii   gave   a    icatling  at 

Franklin  Hall. 
'IMie    Kev.   Dr.  Stu<l(lir   prrachrd   af    the  Fairtic!<l 

Avenue  Methodi>r  chuicli. 
1  i.     'I'he  se(  (UhI  .January  thaw  of  the  month  in  progr<'f>. 
•Vnnual  meetitigs  of  tlie  seveial  National  Hanks  in  tlu' 
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Jan.  15.  The  total  number  of  arret^ts  made  by  the  police 
in  1S72  was  one  tlionsand,  one  hmidred  and  sixty- 
two. 

"       IG.    Heavy  fog ;  tlie  steamer  Biidgepoit  detained  over 
tvventy-fonr  lionrs  by  it. 
Third  battalion  drill  of  Companies  K,  B  and  E,  at 
the  annory  of  Company  E. 
17.    Accident  to  the  New  Milford  special  on  the  Honsa- 
tonic  Road,  c<insed  by  the  track  being  nnder- 
mined  ;  only  one  person  injm-ed, 
"       IS.    Three  Game  Cock  line  tugs  with  sixteen  canal  boats 
loaded  witli  coal,  put  into  the  harbor  on  account  of 
the  weather, 
Victoria  WoodhuU  spoke  ut  the  Opera  House. 

19.  There  were  nine  steamers  Inng  at  the  dock  during 

the  day. 

20.  At  the  annual  nieeting  of  the  Firemen's  Benevolent 

Association  held  this  night,  C.  A.  Gerdinier  was 
elected  president. 
^'       21.    There  were  three  hundred  tons  of  pig  iron  lying  on 

the  Ilousatouic  dock  waiting  shipment. 
*'       22.    Ball  and  musical  entertainment  at  Lyceum  Hall  h)i- 
the  benefit  of  the  sufferers  on  tlie  Baltic  coast. 
S'J.    Slight  snow  storm. 
•*       21.    The  steamer  ^[iddlescx  of  Xew   Haven,  obliged  to 
{)Ut  in  on  account  of  tlie  weather,  the  Ihidgeitoii 
also  detained. 
The  114lh  anniversnry  of  the  birth  of  lutbcrt  Burns 

celebrated  by  the  Caledonian  Club. 
Deacon  l^avid  Sherwood  died,  aged  9o  yeai-s. 
25.    Tlie  evenini;-  train  on  the  lloiisatonic  Koad  thrown 
from  the  tiack  by  a  pair  of  oxen. 
^Irs.  Sc(ttt  Siddons  gave  a  (■()>tunir  rrading  at  thr 
Opera  House. 

28.  The  Ihidgeport  Ice  and  Stone  Company  shipped  a 
cargo  of  ice  to  North  (^arolina  by  the  sclioonrr 
Pubna,  the  company  havi)ig  laid  in  a  >toi  k  ol  x  vrn 
tliousand  tons. 
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29.  The  trains  all  delayed  on  account  of  the  cold,  one 

train  using  up  an  hour  running  between  New  Haven 
and  this  city. 

Theodore  Thomas  and  his  orchestra  gave  a  concert  at 
the  Opera  House. 

30.  One  of  the  coldest  nights  and  days  for  years ;  at  Old 

Mill  Green  the  thermometer  22°  below  zero;  on 
Clinton  avenue  21  °  ;  at  8  a.  m.,  coraer  Main  and 
Beaver  streets^  10°  below. 

FEBRUARY. 

1.  Promenade  conceit  and  ball  gi\'en  by  the  honorary 

members  of  the  Hmve  Baud  at  Bm-roughs'  Hall. 

2.  I^he  Rr.  Rev.  P.  X.  Lynch,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of  Charles- 

ton, S.  C,  lectured  at  St.  Augustine's  Church  on 
the  Infallibility  of  the  Church. 

4.  Peter  Ward,  living  on  Arch  street,  died  very  suddenly. 

5.  The  Kev.  E.  H.  Chapin,  D.  D.,  of  New  York,  lec- 

tured at  the  Fairtield  Avenue  M.  E.  Chmvh. 
7.    Examination  of  applicants  for  the  West  Point  Cadet- 
ship  at  the  Atlantic  House. 
"The  Constitution  of  Connecticut,  its  past,  its  present 
and  its  future,'^  the  subject  of  a  lectin-e  given  by 
the  Kev.  John  Anhetell  at  Franklin  Hall. 

10.  The  Ilev.  E.  F.  Burr  lectured  at  Franklin  Hall ;  subji-i-t. 

'J'he  latest  astronomy  against  the  latest  Atheism,"' 

11.  Annual  ball  of  Humboldt  Lodge,  No.  152,  Unitrd 

Order  of  Red  Men,  at  Lycciuu  Hall. 

12.  The  work  of  new  planking  the  lower  bridge  com- 

mence<l. 

i:}.     ^frs.   Pauline   Hard  of  this  city,   relict   of  A^al.cl 

Ilurd,  Es(p,  di(Ml,  aged  92  years. 
14.     l*romenade  concert  and  ball  given  by  tlie  ^^'he^•lc^  ».V 
Wilson  IkmuI.  ;it  Lyceunt  Hall. 
Three  canal  boat-,  loaded  with  twenty-tiv<'  thousand 

bushels  of  corn,  arrived  from  New  York. 
About  two  thousand  valentines  j»assed  througli  the 
Post-oflici-  in  this  city. 
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Feb.      16.    Leonard  Lamb  died  very  suddenly  of  heart  disease. 
"       IS.    Annual  meeting  of  the  stockliolders  of  t-lie  Nauga- 
tuck  Railroad — the  old  board  of  ofiicers  reelected. 
20.    A  new  forty  liorse-power  locomotive  boiler  put  into 
the  Bradbury,  Goodsell  &  Co's.  works  by  the 
Bridgeport  Boiler  Works. 
"       21.    The  Ceurtland  block  on  Couitland  street,  nearly 
(jonsumed  by  fire,  the  loss  being  estimated  at  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 
22.    Tiie  Ilousatonic  trains  delayed    several  hours  on 
account  of  the  snow. 
Washington's  birthday. 
24.    Special  town  meeting,  at  which  it  was  voted  to  hiy  a 
tax  of  one-and-a-half  mills  for  school  and  general 
purj)oseH,  and  fifteen  mills  for  interest,  etc. 
The  Rev.  AV.  H.  11.  Murray  lectured  at  the  Opera 
House  ;  subject,  "  My  Creed." 
"       2-3.    The  drawings  in  the  Wells  Lottery  resumed. 

Mr.  John  Hopkins,  aged  74  years,  died  while  at  the 
table  and  apparently  in  good  health. 
"       26.    Ash  Wednesday  ;  the  services  appropriate  to  the  day 
celebrated  in  the  Episcopal  and  Catholic  churclies. 
"       27.    Concert  by  the  celebrated  Boston  Quintette  Club  at 

the  Opera  House, 
"       28.    Annual  meeting  of  the  stockhohlers  of  the  Housatonic 
Railroad  Company. 

MARCH. 

!Marcli     1.    iSt.  David's  day — celebrated  by  the  WeUli. 

Sciirlet  fever  very  prevalent ;  two  children  in  out- 
family  have  died  and  a  third  not  expected  to  live. 
Tlie  law  reipiirinL''  all  mail  matter  to  be  weighed 
went  into  ellect. 
2.  Th<'  funeral  of  Henry  S.  ("haujpion  altendt'd  from 
the  Baptist  Church  by  about  one  hundred  and  tifty 
of  the  ^lasons. 

"  :i.  At  ft  meetinij:  of  the  UniversaHst  Socii-ty  it  was 
♦letennined  to  continue  the  Kev.  Olympiu  lirown. 
the  present  pivstor. 
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March    3.    Prof.  R.  Hibbard  gave  a  select  reading  at  the  Opera 
House. 

"        4.    The  Housatonic  and  Xauofatuck  trains  oblif^ed  to  run 

to  to 

with  two  engines,  on  account  of  tlie  snow. 
Mrs.  C.  G.  Howard  appeared  as     Topsey  "  in  the 
drama  of    Uncle  Tom's  Cabin.'' 
"        5.    Democratic  Convention   to  nominate  Congressman 
from  the  Fourth  District ;  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Barniirn  the 
nominee. 

7.  The  freighting  business  very  heavy,  tlie  steamboats 

obliged  to  make  extra  trips. 
Thirty-one  extra  bags  of  public  documents,  weighing 
one  thousand,  six  hundred  pounds,  were  received  at 
the  Post  Office  from  the  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Barnum  ; 
seventy  additional  bags  were  sent  up  the  Housa- 
tonic and  Naugatuck  Railroads. 

8.  Ice  on  Bank  street  to  the  depth  of  three  feet. 
Misses  Adelaide  Phillips  and  Camilla  Urso  with  a 

company  gave  a  concert  at  tlie  Opera  House. 
"       10.    The  station  house  entertained  twenty-one  lodgers. 

11.    Easterly  gale,  the  rain  falling  in  tonents,  and  those 
houses  exposed  suffered  from  the  rain,  which  drove 
through  the  doors  and  casements. 
"       12.    The  14th  day  of  Adar  celebrated  })y  tlie  Hebrews  as 
the  gieat  feast  of  Purim. 
The  Fourth  District  Republican  Convention  held  at 
Franklin  Hall ;  Hon.  AY.  T.  Minor  nominated. 
i'A.    Two  schooners  sailed  with  cargoes  of  pig  iron,  and 
one  three-masted  arrived  with  coal  to  go  up  tlu* 
^  Housatonic  Road,  and  another  anived  with  a  l  argo 

of  nails  for  Bridgeport  parties. 
11.    'j'he  Ihidgeport  Steamboat  Company  began  to  cxumuI 
their  north  })'\cv  out  towards  the  chauTud  ouv  hun- 
dred feet. 

15.     Closinir  iair  ol  the  Grand  .Vrmv  at  >'raukliu  llall. 

to  • 

about  six  hundred  persons  in  attendance. 
IG.    Mrs.  ls:ibella  Beecher  Hottkor  })reacheil  at  the  I'ui- 
vcrsali^t  Chundi. 
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March   17.    Fire  in  a  tAvo-story  wooden  building  on  Willard 
fitrcet,  occupied  by  two  families  ;  cause  'defective 
flue;  loss,  $1,200;  insurance,  $1,000. 
St.  Patrick's  Day,  parade  l)y  tlie  several  Irit-h  socie- 
ties. 

18.  Conceit  ai   the  Opera  House  by  eighteen  colored 

students  from  Hampton  University. 

19.  The  steam  tug  Game  Cock  put  into  the  harbor  with 

two  canal  boats  in  a  sinking  condition. 
Narrow  escape  of  a  Ilousatonic  train  from  a  seiious 
accident,  by  tlie  bn^aking  of  a  wheel  just  above 
North  Bridgep(Jit. 

20.  One  of  the  Tuost  violent  storms  known   for  many 

years;  the  steamer  Laura  and  all  the  eastern  b(.>;Us 
detained  from  ten  to  twelve  hours. 

"  21.  The  seventh  anniversary  of  Pequonnock  Lodge, 
No.  30,  I.  O.  0.  F. ;  a  large  number  of  spectators 
present,  among  whom  was  the  Rev.  Olyn]})ia 
Brow  n,  who  addressed  the  Lodge. 
24.  Organ  Concert  given  by  Master  Willis  Sludton  ar 
the  Fairfield  Avenue  M.  E.  Church,  for  the  IxMicfit 
of  the  Ladies'  Charitable  Society. 

"       25.    The  Selectmen  made  fourteen  new  voters  at  a  meet- 
ing lield  for  that  purpose. 
2G.     .\nnual    meeting    of    the    Society    of    tlie  North 
Church. 

27.    The  uj)per  cud  of  the  Housatt»nic  Itoad  again  block- 
aded with  snow,  the  uj»  trains  being  ''stuck." 
"       2S.     Kepiiblican  Convention  to  muninate  town  and  city 
otHcers. 

Fire   in   the    I'erry    Hoiix-,   Water  street,   near  the 
Naiigat lick  niiboud  shojis  ;  damage  slight. 
29.     J-'ire  in  barn  of  l.)r.  Ohncsorg,  Lafa\ die  street  :  lo>> 
•SJOO,  insured  for  S200. 
•'  'I'lie  lowest  tide  for  ti\  e  years. 

Miss  Jennie  Uiidd,  Agetit  Co»incclicni  As>ociatioii 
of  S})irituallsis.  h-ctiircd  in  Lafayette  Hall. 
*'       Ai.     'V\n-  H(»u>a!onic  raiboad  airain  bh>ckadcd  wirli  miou  . 
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APRIL,  1873. 

April      1.    There  were  snow  banks  on  the  Honsutonic  road 
between  New  Lenox  and  PittHtield  twenty  feet  high. 
^'        2.    The  fust  thunder  shower  ot"  the  season  began  at  2 

A.  M. 

Two  tug  boats  and  their  fleets  of  canal  boats  put  into 
.the  harbor  on  account  of  the  weather. 
3.    Meeting  of  the  Faii-field  Countv  Constitutional  Re- 
form Association. 
"        7.    Charles  Nabear,  a  Gennan,  aged  36  years,  committed 

suicide  by  hanging. 
"        S.    'J'he  steamer  Elm  City  struck  on  a  rock  and  sunk  oti" 

Throgg's  Neck;  all  liands  were  saved. 
"  9.  The  steamer  Bridgeport  di'iven  into  Ghm  Cove  har- 
bor on  account  of  the  weather. 
•'■  10.  A  four  horse  load  of  public  documents  weighing 
seven  thousand,  nine  hundred  pounds,  passed 
through  tins  city,  addr<?s.>ed  to  tlie  several  Con- 
gressmen. 

The  Bridgeport  Indepoident  Zouaves  presented  witli 
an  elegant  silk  flag  by  tlieir  hidy  friends. 
^'       11.    Fast  Day  and  Good  Fiiday  :  appropriate  servii  es  in 

the  several  churches. 
"       12.    Very  severe  stonn,  in  AVinsied  twelve  inches  of  snow 
fell;  along  the  line*  of  the  llousatonic  road  the 
diifts  were  even  witli  the  car  windows,  and  in  this 
city  several  fences,  etc.,  were  blown  over. 
"       13.    Easter  Sunday — sp(H'ial   services    in  numy  of  the 
churches,  some  of  which  were  beautifully  decorated. 
14.    Special  town  nu^eting  to  elect  those  oflicers  not  re- 
quired to  he  voted  for  by  ballot. 
Lent's  New  York  Circus  exhibited  in  this  city,  the 
first  show  of  the  season. 
1(3.    The  1{(MU  Day  and  the  Loan  of  a  Lover  rendered  at 

the  0])cra  llon.->r  by  volunteer  talent  of  the  <-iiy. 
17.     In  exhuming  a  body  in  the  J^irk  Avenue  Cemetery 
whieh  had  been  hniied  fiMultM-n  years  i)  \\as  fouutl 
to  be  p(>lrifuMl. 
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24. 


April     18.    The  Laura  came  up  on  lier  trip  from  New  York,  hav- 
ing just  come  off  the  dr}^  flock  where  she  wfis  thor- 
oughly overhauled. 
The  first  load  of  plaster  of  the  season  arrived  on  the 

schooner  Rose  from  Nova  Scotia. 
Barnum's  Great  Traveling  World's  Fail'  gave  two 
exhibitions  in  this  city ;  thirteen  thousand  tickets 
sold  at  the  afternoon  perfon nance. 
St.  George's  day,  and  the  birthday  of  Shakespeare  ; 
entertainment,  tableaux,  etc.,  given  by  North  Star 
Lodge,  No.  161,  L  0.  G.  1\,  at  LafayetTe  ITnll. 
The  main  belt  of  the  Howe  Machine  Company  cut 
for  the  tliird  or  fourth  time  by  dissatistied  employees. 
The  Union  Metallic  Cartridge  Company  began  to 
ship  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  metal  for  the  Kus- 
sian  Government. 
The    new    hall    of   Pequonnock    Lodg-e,   No.  4. 

L  O.  0.  F.,  in  BuiTOUghs'  Building,  dedicated. 
Six  car  loads,  members  of  the  Handel  and  ILiydn 
Society  of  Boston,  passo<l  through  by  special  train 
for  New  York. 
A  fire  broke  out  in  a  house  on  North  avenue  owned 
by  Thomas  ICnablin,  from  a  defective  tluc  :  loss 
$1,200,  insured  for  $1,000. 
The  wannest  day  so  far  of  the  season. 
The  Hon.  Wm.  E.  Kobinsou,  Ex-Member  of  Con- 
gress, lectured  at  the  Opera  House,  subject,  Tho 
Irish  Element  in  America. 


2G. 
27. 

2S. 

ao. 
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MAY,  1873. 

The  Howe  Machine  Company  paid  their  uu-n  the 
back  pay  due  them,  amouuiiug  to  about  owe  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

Engine  No.  'M  of  tho  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  cV  H.  IL  K.,  made 
the  run  from  New  Haven  to  this  city  in  sixteen 
minutes;  the  only  passenger  was  the  Hon.  ^Vln.  P. 
Bishop. 
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^[ay       4.    Four  thousand  people  were  estimated  to  have  visited 
Seaside  Park. 

5.    Work  resumed  by  mud  dredge  remo\ang  the  outer  biu-. 
A  prisoner  named  Bumford  escaped  from  the  jail  on 
North  avenue. 

0.  The  Police  Commissioners  received  sixty-two  appli- 

cations for  positions  on  the  force,  there  beiuf!:  one 
vacancy, 

1.  The  barque  C.  E.  Jayne,  arrived  with  a  cargo  of 

coal  direct  fi'om  Liverpool,  the  passage  taking 
thirty-six  days. 
John  H.  Murray's  Great  Railroad  Circus  ex}iil»it('d 
in  the  lot  at  the  rear  of  the  Howe  factories. 
"  N.  Meeting  of  Veterans  at  Washingtim  Hall  to  take 
action  upon  proposition  to  attend  the  meetino;  of 
the  various  companies  in  New  Haven. 

9.  Another  very  severe  stonii  on  the  Sound,  so  as  to 

prevent  any  boats  from  reacliing  here. 

10.  The  Laura  detained  until  8  a.  m.  by  the  stonu  ;  the 

Bridgeport  arrived  at  9  a,  m. 
"       11.    During  the  past  twenty-four  hours  no  less  than  four 

alarms  of  fire  were  given,  all  but  one  false, 
12.    The  Hon.  Charles  B.  Hubbell,  Ex-Mayor  of  tliis 

city,  died,  aged  S4  years. 
1.3.    The  nish  for  the  country  in  full  force,  there  being 

one  hundred  and  ten  pieces  of  baggage  scut  u})  the 

Housatonic  and  Naugatuck  roads. 
14.    The    stean\boat    freights    very    heavy,    tlu'  boats 

obliged  to  leave  seven  luuidred  bah\<  of  rags  for 

Lee,  Massiichusetts. 
Cenerals  Grant,  Slierman  an<l  Sheridan,  and  Post- 

mas-ter  General  Jewtdl,  passed  through  to  attend 

the  reunion  of  regiments  in  New  Haven. 
"        I;').     Reunion  of  A'etcrans  of  late  war  \\\  Nt  w  Haven  ;  tliii- 

Te(^n  hundred  raibt»ad  tirki-!>  sohl  f.>r  \<mv  Havou 

at  the  de})ot. 

*'       IG.    Three  mah^  jirisoners  ni.oh'  their  <'sc,'ipo  from  tlie 
North  aviMuie  jaih 
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May      17.    The  Post-master  received  applications  for  twenty- five 
thousand  postal  cards,  altlioiigh  none  were  to  be 
received  until  June  1st. 
"       18     Annual  visitation  at  Tiinity  Chiu-di  of  tlie  Rt.  Rev. 
John  Williams,  D.  1). 
19.    Annual  meeting  of  the  Bridgeport  Choral  Association. 
Captain  Abram  McNeil,  a  well-known  citizen,  died, 
aged  71  yeais. 

"      20.    Shooting  affray,  almost  a  murder  in  a  saloon  on  Main 
street. 

Another  invoice  of  thirty  thousand  young  salmon 

shipped  up  the  Housatonic  road  to  be  put  in  the 

river  at  New  Milford. 
"       22.    An  invoice  of  fifty  thousand  postal  cards  received  at 

the  ollice  in  this  city  :  in  two  days  thirty  rliousand 

wore  disposed  of. 
The  new  steamer  Spitfire  for  the  Bridgeport  and  Tort 

Jefferson  Ferry  made  her  first  trip. 
"      23.    Three  thousand  postal  cards  sold  at  the  Post  Office 

this  day. 

The  Cartridge  Company  shi})ped  three  hundred  ami 
fifty  cases  of  cartridges  and  two  hundred  and  fifty 
cases  of  metal  for  the  RussLan  Government. 
"      24.    Both  the  Bridgeport  and  l.aura  detained  by  fog. 

25.    The  Rev.  N.  E.  Marble,  D.  D.,  preached  at  Trinity 
Charch,  Rev.  James  "W.  Ilubbell  at  the  North,  and 
the  Rev.  Homer  S.  Dunning  at  the  South  Church. 
"       26.    Now  time  tables  went  into  effect  on  th(^  several  rail- 
roads ;  the  new  fast  express  to  Boston  put  on  ;  the 
up  train  thirty  minutes  late  at  Harlem,  all  of  which 
was  made  up  before  reaching  Stamford. 
27.    The  schooner  Jacob  Lonillard  own(Ml  in  this  city, 
run  into  and  sunk  in  the  Kast  River. 
"       29.    Three  burglaries  on  Fairlicld  avcimc. 

The  petition  of  the  City  of  Ihidgcport  asking  power 
to  buy  the  water  works  presented  to  the  Senate. 
"       30.    Decoration  day  ;   imposing  ccrcuMUiics  h(>ld  at  the 
cemeterv. 
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May     31.    Fire  in  candle  factory  of  Messrs.  Crane  &  Ilurd ; 
loss  $1,000,  no  insurance. 

JUNE,  1S73. 

June      1.    Memorial  services  at  tlie  Park  Street  Congregational 
Chiu-ch,  the  building  very  liandsomely  decorate<l. 
"        2.    The  new  police  force  sworn  in  by  I^Iayor  Goodsell. 

3.  The  old  brick  school  house  on  Wasliington  avenue 
sold  at  auction,  biinging  S325. 
Trot  at  the  Trotting  Park  for  a  purse  of  SI 00,  won 
by  the  horse  Belle  "  belonging  in  Danbury,  and 
driven  by  H.  P.  Warner. 
"  4.  Oliver  Pell  Sccor  died  at  liis  residence  in  this  city, 
aged  57  years. 

"        5.    During  the  present  week  one  firm  disposed  of  nine 
thousand  quarts  of  strawbenies. 
Steamer  Hugh  Bolton  amved  with  a  load  of  stone 
for  the  breakwater. 
"        6.    Picnic  of  the  Walters\dlle  School  District  school  at 
Frye's  Grove. 
The  slaughter  house  on  the  Huntington  Turnpike 
belonging  to  Gideon  Thompson,  entirely  consumed 
by  fire,  the  engines  being  unable  to  get  water 
within  half  a  mile. 
7.    Fu'st  open  air  concert  of  the  season  given  by  the 
Wheeler  &  Wilson  Band  at  Seaside  Park. 
"        8.    Chief  Justice  Thomas  B.  Butler  died  in  N*.r\valk, 
aged  G6  years. 

"       10.    A  tug  boat  took  out  of  the  liarbor  a  ilcci  of  eighteen 
1^  canal  boats  and  two  barges. 

Special  town  meeting  in  Washington  Hall;  $18,900 
ap}u-opnated  for  the  Soldiers'  ^lonument. 
"       11.    The    Southern   Association   of  Universalists  com- 
menced their  annual  two  days'  session  at  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church,  the  Rev.  D.  M.  ILulge  juvacliing. 
"       12.    About  sixty  members  of  Charity  lx>dge,  No.  4,  of 
this  city,  visited  Naomi  Lodge,  N«».  1,  of  New  Il-iveu. 
Festival  of  the  Willing  Workers  :it  Il.irmonir  Hall. 
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June     13.    The  residence  of  Mrs.  Alfred  Bishop  burglarized. 

"       14.    Concert  at  Seaside  Park  by  the  Howe  Band.  - 

"       15.    Rose  Sunday  observed  in  the  Universalist  Church. 

"       16.    The  new  hose  cart  for  Engine  No.  5  arrived;  cost 
$850,  and  will  carry  seven  hundred  feet  of  hose. 
Mr.  Joseph  Seeley,  aged  85,  while  getting  in  hay, 
fell  from  the  top  of  the  load,  breaking  his  shoulder 
and  receiving  serious  internal  injuries. 

"      17.    Den  Stone's  Colossal  Circus  and  Central  Park  Men- 
agerie gave  two  performances  in  this  city. 

"       18.    Sixty-one  years  ago  this  day,  the  United  States  de- 
clared war  against  Great  Britain. 
George  L.  Kunz,  a  young  man,  aged  24  years, 
committed  suicide  by  shooting. 

19.  The  thermometer  90  °  in  the  shade. 

Dr.  Bmi'itt  discovered  a  colored  burglar  in  his  house. 

20.  Picnic  of  the  North  Church  Sunday  school  at  Parlor 

Rock. 

The  steamer  Isaac  P.  Smith  amved  in  the  harbor 
with  an  excursion  from  New  Haven. 
"      23.    Eighty  members  of  the  Bridgeport  Scheutzen  Verein 
went  to  New  Britain  to  attend  a  two  days'  shooting 
festival. 

24.  Dion  Boucicault's  five  act  comedy,  "  London  Assur- 

ance," brought  out  at  tlie  Oj^era  House  by  honu'  talent. 
Third  annual  reunion  of  the  Connecticut  Veteran 
Masonic  Association,  under  the  [luspices  of  St. 
John's  Lodge. 

25.  Annual  meeting  of  the  Secor  Sewing  Macliine  Co. 
26:    A  camp  fire  held  by  Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  Post  3,  G.  A.  R. 

27.  The  last  iron  rail  on  tlie  N.  Y.  &  N.  H.  Ruiboad 

removed,  the  entire  track,  between  New  York  and 
New  Haven,  being  now  haid  with  stt'cl  rails. 

28,  Severe  thunder  show<'r ;  several  Inmses  injured  and 

trees  destroyed. 
30.     Race  oil"  the  harbor  between  the  steamtugs  Echo  and 
Stetson,  resulting  in  favor  of  the  latter  by  seven- 
teen feet,  three  inches. 
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JULY,  1873. 

July  1.  The  steamer  Lama  on  her  up  trip  ran  into  a  raft  off 
BlackwelPs  Island,  but  escaped  without  serious 
injury. 

"        3.    The  public  schools  closed  for  a  seven  weeks'  vacation. 

Judge  S.  .B.  Sumner  took  possession  of  the  probate 
office. 

The  schooner  H.  B.  Drew,  belonging  in  this  city, 
struck  by  lightning  and  had  both  masts  taken  out, 
off  Blackweirs  Island. 
"        4.    Fomlh  of  July.    Picnic  of  St.  Augustine's  Church  ; 

of  the   Caledonian  Club  at  Pembroke  Grove  j 
excui'sion  to  New  York  by  steamer  Laura,  and 
around  the  Lightship  by  the  Bridgeport. 
"        5.    Sixty-third  birthday  of  the  Hon.  P.  T.  Barnum. 

Ball  match  between  the  Friendship  Social  Club  and 
Gentlemen's  Sons'  Association. 
"        7.    Tlie  Selectmen  authorized  to  boiTow  S25,000  for 
current  expenses,  by  special  town  meeting  held  at 
Washington  Hall. 
"        9.    An  unknown  man  jumped  from  the  steamer  Laura  on 

her  trip  from  New  York  and  was  drowned. 
"       10.    James  Gaffney,  a  trackman  on  the  N.  Y.  &  N.  H. 

road,  struck  and  killed  by  the  owl  train  between 
this  city  and  Stratford. 
Mr.  Roswell  Stiles  Nichols  died,  aged  SO  years. 
11.    Exhibition  of  the  pupils  attending  the  Waltersvinc 
District  school. 
"       12.    Concert  by  the  Howe  Band  at  Seasi(k>  Park. 

13.    The  boarding  house  of  Ferdinand  Tostch,  Gibnore 

street,  l)urned  j  one  man  burned  to  death. 
IG.    Concert  at  Washington  Park  by  the  Wheeh>r  and 
Wilson  Band. 
'J'he  members  of  the  First  Congregational  Snn*1ay 
school,  Waterbury,  came  dowti  and  jneniced  at 
Sherwood's  Grove. 
"       17.    General  Tom  Tliiniib  started  in  his  ynelit,  tlit^  Magirie 
B.,  to  join  the  i-niise  of  tlie  Ihooklyn  Yaclit  Club; 
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July  18.  Heavy  blow;  the  waves  very  high,  breaking  over 
the  wall  at  Seaside  Park;  the  steamer  Spitfire 
unable  to  make  her  usual  trips. 

"  19.  A  man  named  Michael  Murphy  struck  by  an  incom- 
ing train  this  side  of  Faiilield  and  injured  so  that 
he  died  in  a  few  minutes. 

"  21.  The  work  of  excavating  for  the  new  St.  John's 
church  began. 

23.    The  Rev.  Father  Drea  of  St.  Maiy's  chiu-ch,  died, 

aged  52  years. 
The  yacht  Maggie  B  of  this  city,  took  the  first  prize 

of  her  class  in  the  regatta  at  New  London  of  the 

Brooklyn  Yacht  Club. 
"      24.    The  steam  tug  ^^TeiTor"  with  a  fleet  of  canal  boats 

in  tow  put  in  disabled. 
"      25.    Annual  meeting  of  the  Bridgeport  School  District. 

27.    Fom-  persons  immersed  in  Yellow  Mill  pond. 
"      28.    Excursion  of  the  Sedgwick  Guard  by  steamer  Twi- 
light to  Elm  Grove,  Staten  Island. 
"      29.    Fire  in  the  ferry-boat  Spittiro,  originating  from  the 

felting  around  the  boiler. 
"      30.    Fire  in  paint  store  of  Coughlin  Brothers,  IMain  street, 

near  Elm  ;  loss  covered  by  insurance. 
"      31.    Excursion  of  the  Universalist  Church  by  steamer 

Isaac  P.  Smith  to  Savin  Rock. 
During  the  month  of  July  sixty  thousand  postage 

stamps  were  cancelled  at  the  Post  OtHoe  in  this 

city,  and  about  seventy-five  thousand  postal  cards 

since  they  first  came. 


to 


AUGUST,  1873. 

August    1.    The  Hon.  Franklin  P.  Ambler  of  Nicliols  Fanns, 
Trumbull,  died,  aged  76  years. 

2.  Picnic  of  the  Genthunen's  Sons'  Association  at  lian- 
istaii  Park. 

3.  The   Rev.   Dr.   Shdton    of   Bull-ao.   New  York, 
l)reached  at  St.  PiniTs  ihun  h. 
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August   4.    Dedication  of  the  Bridgeport  Scheutzen  Park  at 
West  Stratford. 
The  Doric   Lodge   and  Welch   Guards  celchrate 
Emancipation  day  by  a  picnic,  etc.,  at  Parlor  Rock. 
"        5.    Jeremiah  Toby,  aged  23,  drowned  while  bathing  oil' 
Seaside  Park. 

7.  The  Board  of  Road  and  Bridge  Commissioners 
reelected  Mr.  Michael  Leverty  Street  Commissioner 
for  the  balance  of  the  year  or  until  April  ]st. 
"  8.  The  steamer  Isaac  P.  Smith  took  out  an  excm'sion  of 
six  hundred  from  the  Park  Street  Chiu-ch  to 
Savin  Rock. 

Christopher  Kaughles  was  accidentally  shot  through 
the  tongue  while  handling  a  pistol. 
"        9.    One  hundred  tons  iron  ore  from  the  silver  steel  mines, 
Roxbury,  came  down  the  Housatonic  road  to  be 
shipped  to  Germany. 
"       11.    Camp  meeting  for  this  district  began  at  the  Milford 
Cam})  Ground. 
12.    Private  excursion  to  Saybrook  on  the  steamer  F.  G. 
Fowler. 

Work  commenced  by  a  dredge  deepening  tlie  water 
inside  the  harbor. 
"       13.    The  Hon.  P.  T.  Barnum  sailed  for  Eiu-ope  by  tlie 
steamer  Scotia. 
At  a  special  city  meeting  it  was  voted  not  to  buy  the 
waterworks — yeas,  323;  noes,  353. 
14.    Severe  storm  ;  both  the  Bridgej^ort  and  Laura  pre- 
vented from  making  their  usual  trips. 
There  were  twelve  steamers  and  titty  canal  boats  and 
barges  driven  into  the  harbor  for  refuge. 
"       15.    Patrick  Reilly  seriously  injured  by  the  large  derrick 
of  Ellis  vSc  Chatfield. 
16.    The  sloo})  yacht,  Capt.  Stoddard,  started  on  a  chum'. 
"       17.    Thomas  O'Neil  found  dead,  supposed  to  have  faUeii 

from  a  fourth  story  w  indow. 
"       18.    The  steamer  Twibglit  took  out  about  seven  hundn>d 
liridgeport  Zouave  excursionists  to  New  London. 
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August  19.    Regatta  off  Westport ;  the  boats  Dr.  Franklin,  Amcr- 
iciis  and  Pearl  of  this  city  entered. 
'  21.    Reunion  in  this  city  of  the  Ninth,  Twelfth  and  Thir- 
teenth Regiments  Connecticut  Infantry. 
Annual  meeting  Waltersville  School  District ;  the 
old  board  of  officers  elected. 
"      23.    The  bell  made  by  Jones  &  Co.,  Troy,  for  the  new 
fire  alann  to^\er,  arnved  ;  weight,  ten  thousand 
pounds. 

"      25,    Waldemere  Council,  No.  6,  0.  U.  A.  M.,  was  insti- 
tuted at  the  Grand  Army  Hall. 
26.    The  yacht  Tiger  anived  from  Setauket  with  five 
hundred  blue  fish. 

"  27.  Reunion  of  the  seven  Connecticut  regiments  in  tliis 
city.  . 

Excursion  of  the  Methodist  Church,  Waterbury,  to 
Glen  Cove,  Long  Island,  via  this  city  and  steamer 
Twilight ;  twelve  hundred  passengers  on  board. 

"      28.    The  new  city  bell  tower  on  John  street  raised. 

"      29.    Town  meeting  to  regulate  the  liquor  licenses  and  fees. 

"  30.  Concert  at  Seaside  Park  by  the  Wheeler  and  Wilson 
Band. 

Average  height  of  thermometer  during  the  month 
76.2''  J  highest  (August  3d)  90°  ;  lowest  (August 
18th)  62"*. 

SEPTEMBER,  1873. 

Sept.  3.  The  three  masted  schooner  Idaho  an-ived  horn  Ralti- 
more  with  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  tons  of  c(\'il 
for  the  Ilousatonic  Railroad,  it  being  th(>  hirgcst 
cargo  ever  brought  to  tlie  city. 

"  f).  The  Union  jMetallic  Cartridge  Company  s]iii>p('d  by 
steamer  Laura  one  thousand  cases  of  cartriilgcs  and 
five  hundr(>d  cases  of  metal  to  St.  Petersburg,  lor 
tlie  Ivussian  Government. 

"  8.  Dr.  Charles  Oswald  Stockmann,  an  eminent  German 
physician  and  fiunierly  of  this  city,  <b'ed  in  X(>w 
Haven,  aged  64  years. 
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Sept.     10.    Tho  funeral  of  Joseph  Seeley,  membev  Fire  Depart- 
ment, attended  hy  the  members  and  ex-menilK-rs 
of  the  Department. 
11.    Two  hundred  tons  of  Lee  marble  shipped  by  means 
of  Ellis'  large  derrick  to  Philadelphia. 
"      12.    Regatta  off  Seaside  Park,  the  winning  boats  being, 
1st,  Tiger,  2d,  Pearl,  both   of  Bridgeport,  3<1, 
Avenger  of  New  Haven. 
Concert  by  local  talent,  assisted  by  the  organist, 
Master  Willis  Shelton,  at  the  Fairfield  x\ venue 
M.  E.  Church. 
"       14.    The  first  frost  of  the  season, 

"  15,  Tlic  annual  fair  of  the  Fairfield  County  Agricultural 
Association  opened  at  Norwalk. 
16.  Edgar  Wilson,  aged  23,  while  attempting  to  jump 
on  a  freight  train  in  North  Bridgeport,  thrown 
under  the  wheels  and  injured  so  that  he  died  in  a 
few  minutes, 

"       18.    The  comer  stone  of  tlie  new  St.  John's  church  laid 
by  Bishop  Williams. 
Regimental  parade  of  the  Fourtli  Regiment,  C.  N.  G., 
Col.  H.  W.  R.  IToyt  in  command. 

22.  The  work  of  Macadamizing  ^lain  street  began  at  the 

comer  of  Golden  Hill  street. 
P.  T.  Barnum's  Drawing  Room  Aggregation  at  tlie 
Opera  House,  afternoon  and  evening. 

23.  One  himdred  and  fifty  tons  of  tlie  IMymouth  Gianit«> 

Company's  ]>lo(  k  (st(uie)  pavement  sliippod  to  New- 
York  via  Naugatuck  road  and  boat. 

25.  Race  between  tlie  sail-boats  Pearl  and  Americn^, 
resulting  in  favor  of  the  Pearl. 

27.  The  suit  of  A.  J.  Ja([ues  vs.  tlu  Hoi  so  Kailroad 
Conipanv,  ou  trial  bciore  ,1  udi:*-  MiutM-  in  tlic  Supr- 
rior  Court. 

20.    James  l.irii-leion,  a-^-cd  »)5,  run  nvcr  and  killed  by  a 
lloiisatonic  train,  ni'ar  I^yon  tS:  (.'nrtis'  lumber  yanl. 
"       30.    'J'lie  amount  of  salt  imported  int.)  thi^  city  durimj  tlir 
past  three  months  was  onv  million,  nine  hundie.l 
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and   ninety-seven   thousand,  nine   hundred  and 
tliirty-eight  pounds. 
Sept.     30.    Average  height   of   tlie   thermometer   during  the 
month  70°;  highest  85°,  September  1st;  lowest 
58,5°  on  the  13th  and  14th. 

OCTOBER. 

October  1.    The  steamer  Spitfire  made  her  last  trip  for  the  season. 

There  were  fifty-two  sail-boats  anchored  off  the  lower 
bridge  for  tlie  night. 
"        2.    The  Great  North  American  Circus  exhibited  in  the 

rear  of  the  Howe  factory. 
"        4.    The  needle  department  of  the  Howe  factory  shut  down 
for  an  indefinite  period. 
5.    A  man  named  Sullivan,  employed  on  the  new  St.  John's 
Church,  fell  from  a  scaffolding,  striking  a  window 
sill,  and  was  severely  injured. 
Vote  on  the  "one  capital"  question.    Yeas,  1,131  J 
noes,  1,503. 

Philo  Hurd  and  wife  celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniversary 

of  their  maniage. 
"        7.    A  green  lizard  nearly  seven  inches  long  was  taken 

from  the  water  pipes. 
The  work  of  paving  Franklin  street  with  cobble 

stone  in  ])rogress. 
"        8.    Mr.  Ezra  Wheeler,  one  of  the  oldest  inhabitants, 

died,  aged  88  years. 
"        9.    Very  high  tide  ;  the  cellars  on  Water  street  all  flooded. 
"       10.    Over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  paid  out  at  Wheel- 
er Sc  Wilson's,  it  being  the  monthly  pay  day. 
The  foot  walk  on  the  lower  bridge  being  replauked, 
"       J 3.    Concert  at  Franklin  Hall  by  Xoitli  Carolina  colored 

sturlents  in  aid  of  Shaw  Univi'rsity,  Raleigh. 
"       14.    'J'he  work  of  repaving  the  i'oi>{  of  Fairtiehl  avi-uue 

with  McA<lam  pav(Mnent  under  way. 
"       15.    An  eel  twenty-three  inches  hmg  taken  from  the  watet 

pi}>e  near  the  Sterling  House. 
"       IG.    The  steam  roller  at  work  on  Water  street. 


Oct.  19.  3Iiss  E.  Annie  Hinman  lectuied  at  Franklin  Hall  on 
"  The  Proposed  Religious  Amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution." 

"      21.    The  first  alarm  of  fire  given  on  the  new  fire  bell  from 
box  26  ;  slight  damage  from  water. 
The  Fairfield   County   East   Consociation  of  Con- 
gregational churches  met  in  the  North  Church 
chapel. 

28.    The  approach  to  the  Naugatuck  dock  laid  with  the 
block  pavement  of  the  Plymouth  Granite  Com- 
pany, and  common  cobble  stones,  in  order  to  test 
the  two  kinds  of  pavement. 
Ice  foraied  just  north  of  the  city. 

31.  The  dredge,  Messrs.  Beardsley  Brothers,  commenced 
work  on  the  mud  flats  just  south  of  the  Naugatuck 
dock. 

Average  height  of  thermometer  during  month  60.5°  j 
highest,  71.5°  ;  lowest,  44°. 

NOVEMBER,  1873. 

Nov.       1.    Major  William  B.  Hincks  entered  upon  his  duties  as 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  tlie  Gas  Light  Company. 
2.    Fourteenth  annual  meeting  of  tlie  Bridgeport  Bible 
Society  held  at  Christ  church. 
"        3.    Yellow  Mill  pond  frozen  over  for  the  first  time  this 
,  season. 

Vote  on  question  of  purchasing  tlie  water  works ; 
whole  number  of  votes,  1,743  ;  yes,  760  ;  no,  983. 

"  4.  The  work  of  McAdamizing  Main  street,  from  Fair- 
field avenue  to  Wall  street,  commence^!. 

"  "  6.  The  new  steam  heating  apparatus  at  the  Court  House 
put  in  operation  for  the;  first  time. 

"  8.  During  the  ])ast  week  tlie  average  attciKhince  at  the 
public  schools  was  two  thousand,  eight  hundred 
and  eighty. 

Prof.  Pe}>per  gave  a  very   interesting    lecture  on 
Spectacular  Science. 
"        9.    Bishop  Williams  visited  St.  Joliu'saud  Christ  churclies. 
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Nov\  10.  The  schooner  Josephine  amvcd  in  the  liarhor  in  a 
disabled  condition,  ha\dng  been  run  into  twice  on 
her  trip  from  New  York. 

"  11.  The  schooner  William  Allen,  with  five  hundred  tons 
of  coal,  arrived  from  Baltimore,  the  trip  bein^^ 
made  in  six  days.  The  barg-e  Ivy  also  amved, 
with  twenty  thousand  bushels  of  grain.  During 
the  past  week,  thirty  car  loads  of  grain  were 
shipped  up  the  Ilousatonic  and  Naugatuck  roads 
from  the  elevator  in  this  city. 
13.  Work  on  Main  street  suspended  for  the  season,  the 
street  east  of  the  railroad  track  being  McAdamized 
as  far  as  State  street. 

"  14.  Fke  in  tlie  Crescent  Shirt  Factory,  caused  by  a  de- 
fective flue.  Insurance  $8,000,  which  will  cover  loss. 
Average  school  attendance  for  past  week,  two  thous- 
and, eight  hundred  and  sixty -three ;  number  en- 
rolled who  are  absent  from  all  schools,  estimated  at 
two  thousand  5  this  exclusive  of  those  who  attend 
private  schools. 

"       15.    Jeremiah  Callihan,  aged  about  35  years,  found  dead 

on  the  flats  north  of  the  boiler  shops;  supposed  to 

have  been  accidentally  drowned. 
Deacon  William  E.  Brown  died  of  typhoid  fever, 

aged  42  jears. 
Charles  Bradlaugh,  the  eminent  I^nglish  ])oliTiial 

reformer,  lectured  at  Franklin  ILiU  on  ''Rejuibli- 

canism  in  Eiu-opc." 
"       17.    Very  severe  storm  of  snow,  hail  and  raiti,  and  a 

strong  gale.    The  barometer  fell  during  tlic  evening 

to  2S.7,  and  remained  at  that  point  during  the  night. 
18.    The  steamers  all  detained  by  tlie  st(n-m.  and  the 

engines  obliged  to  hv  doubled  on  the  railroads. 
"       19.    Chanty,  wife  of  V.  T.  Barnum,  died  in  New  Vi'ik, 

agcil  C5  years. 

21.  Average  school  attemlance  during  week,  two  tlions- 
and,  seven  hundred  and  thirty-two;  number  en- 
rolled, three  tliousand,  three  hundred  and  t\.rty-si\. 
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24.  The  Portchester  and  Harlem  branch  of  the  N.  Y.,  N. 

11.  &  II.  Railroad  opened  fur  public  travel. 
The  steamer  Bridgeport  brought  up  one  thousand, 
two  hundred  feet  of  twelve-inch  pipe  for  the  Water 
Company. 

25.  A  vessel  loaded  with  old  rubber  anived  in  harbor, 

and  the  cargo  sent  up  the  Housatonic  road. 
Prof.  B.  G.  Northrop  of  the  State  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, lectured  at  the  North  Church  on  his  "  Ilecent 
Observations  Abroad." 

26.  The  Tomlinson  Spring  and  Axle  Company  received 

an  order  from  California  for  one  thousand,  four 
hundred  and  twenty  pairs  springs. 

27.  Thanksgiving  day;  remarkably  quiet ;  the  morning 

services  in  the  churches  well  attended;  Pembroke 
Lake  crowded  with  skaters. 

28.  The  Union  Metallic  Cartridge  Company  at  work  on 

an  order  just  received  from  the  Government  for  two 
million  cartridges,  which  it  will  take  sixty  days  to  till . 
The  Water  Company  received  fifty  tons  more  of  cast 
iron  pipe  from  Philadelphia. 

29.  Two  canal  boats  loaded  with  sixteen  thousand  bush- 

els of  grain,  anived  in  the  harbor. 
Two  car  loads  of  machinery  were  shipped  through 
this  city  from  Ansonia  for  the  Topeka  Iron  and 
Steel  Works,  Topeka,  Kansas. 

30.  Mr.  Isaac  Keeler,  one  of  the  oldest  citizens,  died 

suddenly,  aged  84  years. 

DECEMI5KK,  1873. 

1.    During  the  past  month,  thirty-six  marriage  lit  cuses 
were  issued  by  the  Town  Clerk. 
Eighteen  tons  of  })ig  lead  were  brought  up  sinco  last 
Friday  by  steamer  Bridgeport  for  the  Cartridge 
Company. 

The  funeral  of  Charles  II.  :\Iarlor,  late  of  Co.  H, 
17th  C.  v.,  attended  by  the  members  of  Post  3, 
G.  A.  Pi. 
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Dec.  3.  Four  hundred  and  thirty  tramps  lodged  at  the  station 
house  during  the  past  month. 
The  nomination  of  D.  F.  Hollister,  Esq.,  as  •Collector 
of  the  Second  District  of  Connecticut  sent  by  the 
President  to  the  Senate. 
"  4.  A  water  pipe  bm-st  opposite  the  Atlantic  House,  from 
which  an  eel  weighing  four  and  a  half  pounds  was 
taken. 

Severe  gale  both  here  and  on  th(i  lakes ;  the  schooner 
Clara  badly  injured  by  the  stonn  while  lying  off 
the  harbor. 

The  Ilousatonic  morning  passenger  train  ran  into 
four  large  rocks  weighing  about  four  hundred 
pounds,  which  had  become  loosened  near  the  Haw- 
leyville  Tunnel. 

"  5.  Two  million,  two  hundred  thousand  passengers  were 
carried  by  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  E.  R.  last  year. 
The  average  number  of  pupils  attending  the  public 
schools  daily  during  the  past  week  was  two  tliou- 
sand,  six  hundred  and  sixty,  membership  three 
thousand,  tln-ee  hundred  and  forty. 

"        8.    Mrs.  Scott  Siddons  gave  a  reading  at  the  0})eni 
House,  the  building  being  well  filled. 
The  nomination  of  D.  F.  Hollister  confinned. 

"  9.  Mr.  Benjamin  Edwards  died  at  his  residence  in  this 
city,  aged  70  years. 

"  10.  Philip  Phillips  sang  at  the  Washington  Park  U.  E. 
church. 

"  11.  Prohibition  Convention  for  the  Fourth  Congressional 
District  held  at  Franklin  Hall. 

"       12.    Mr.  John  McCarthy,  aged  about  70  years,  nin  over 
and  killed  at  the  Fairfiehl  road  crossing  by  tlie 
day  freififht  train,  and  William  Conmns  run  ov(T 
by  the  Shore  ]^in(;  express  in  East  Ihidgejiorl. 
Chanty  conctn-t  at  tlu;  Oi)era  House  l^y  home  talent. 

"  13.  School  attendance  during  last  week  :  Average  }mt 
day,  two  tliousand,  seveJi  Imndrcd  and  ninety-live; 
enrolled,  three  thousand,  three  hundred  and  sixty-five, 
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Dec.     13.    Men  were  ploughing  in  Milford  and  Stratford. 

Mr.  T.  Munson  sent  one  hundred  and  fifty  fowl^^  to 
the  poultry  fair  in  Hartford. 
"      14.    The  Hon.  James  H.  Hoyt,  late  Superintendent  of  the 
N.  Y.  &  N.  H.  R.  R.,  died  in  Stamford,  aged  05 
years. 

"       15.    The  Cartridge  Company  running  sixteen  hours  a  day, 
and  the  Bridgeport  Iron  Works  from  7  a.  M.  to 

10  P.  M. 

"       16.    Mr.  Salmon  Hunt,  livins^  on  Pembroke  street,  died 

very  suddenly,  aged  70  years. 
"       17.    The  old  custom  of  ringing  the  church  bells  at  the 

opening  of  comt  revived  by  Judge  Park. 
Remarkably  mild  weather  so  far  during  tlie  month. 
"      18.    The  Bridgeport  ai-rived  after  some  detention  by  the 

thickest  fog  the  captain  ever  knew. 
Attempt  to  throw  tlie  evening  passenger  train  on 

the  Housatonic  road  fi-om  the  track  near  Hawley- 

ville. 

"      19.    Mr.  Thomas  Munson  of  this  city,  took  nine  premiums 

for  fowls  at  the  poultry  show  in  Hartford. 
24.    A  U.  S.  mail  box  for  the  reception  of  postal  matter 

was  placed  at  the  south  end  of  the  de])ot. 
"      25.    Christmas  day.    Festival  services  in  many  of  the 

chm'ches,  the  music  and  decorations  being  ven,- 

beautiful. 

"  26.  The  Fire  Department  received  one  thousand  feet  of 
new  hose  from  New  York  via  steamer  Bndge})ort. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Prescott,  while  returning  home  at  about 

"*  1  A.  M.,  assaulted  near  the  corner  of  Broad  and 

Gilbert  streets. 

*^       29.    A  tug  came  into  the  harlior  with  eleven  canal  boats 

in  single  file  in  tow. 
"       30.    Concert  by  Wheeler  and  Wilson  Orchestra,  assisted 

by  Mr.  Dabney  Carr. 
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ANNUAI.  EEPORT  OF 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  THE    SCHOOLS  OF    BRIDGEPORT  PREYIOT'S  TO 
CONSOLIDATION. 

The  early  settlers  of  Connecticut,  like  the  other  New  Eng- 
land colonists,  realized  the  importance  of  providing  scliools 
for  the  education  of  their  children. 

In  1()39,  the  year  following  the  settlement  of  New  Haven, 
a  transaction  is  on  record  showing  the  existence  of  a  school  at 
tliat  time. 

In  tlie  code  of  laws  drawn  up  for  the  colony  by  Deputy 
Governor  Roger  Ludlow,  of  Fairfield,  and  ad()])ted  in  lf>-")n. 
it  was  ordered  that  ■•Every  township  within  the  jurisdictioiu 
after  the  Lord  hath  increased  them  to  the  number  of  fifty 
households,  shall  forthwith  appoint  one  witliin  their  Town  to 
teach  all  such  children  as  shall  be  sent  to  him  to  write  aiul 
read,  whose  wages  shall  l->e  paid  either  by  the  parents  of  such 
children  or  by  the  inhabitants  in  general.  And  it  is  further 
ordered  that  wlien  any  town  shall  increase  to  the  number  of 
one  hundred  families  or  liouseholders  they  shall  set  up  a 
Grammar  school,  the  master  thereof  being  able  to  instiiu  t 
youths  so  far  as  they  may  be  fitted  for  the  University.'" 

The  same  year  the  town  of  Stratford  voted  in  public  meet 
ing  "  To  liire  a  schoolmaster  at  a  salary  of  per  amnun. 

one  half  to  be  paid  by  the  town  and  one-half  l)y  tlie  parent^ 
of  the  children." 

The  exact  date  of  the  settlement  of  Bridgeport  cannot  now 
be  positively  determined,  but  it  is  probably  not  long-after  tlii^ 
time.  The  settlement  was  known  as  Pecpionnock,  or  Eairfirld 
village,  and  was  near  the  junction  of  Paik  and  North  av«=?iMrs. 
]*artof  the  settlers  lived  in  Fairfield  and  part  in  Statfor.l. 
as  the  l)0{uidary  line  bet\v(M'n  tlicse  tt)wns  passed  thrnnglrthi^ 
locality.  In  KiTS  the  settU'rs  ])etitioncd  the  (ien.-ial  C<'url 
to  exem[)t  Iheni  from  paying  ta\(^s  for  the  sni)j>ort  of  sehtM.l> 
i]i  FairfK'ld,  rei)resenting  that  the  distane**  of  n<  ;irly  four 
miles  was  too  great  to  be  easily  traversed  by  the  ehiUb(Mi.  es 
IH'cially  t]j(;  youngei"  (^nes.  Th(\v  had  already  set  up  a  seh<»(<l 
of  their  own  and  em])loyed  an  ex|>erienced  teacher.  Forty 
seven  eliildr<,'n  W(Me  in  at tt'ndance.    Thc\  liad  picvicu^ly  p< 
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titioned  the  town  of  Fairfield  for  redress,  but  it  had  been  de- 
nied. They  proposed  to  maintain  their  school  at  their  own 
expense. 

The  General  Court  recommended  the  County  Coiu't  of  Fair- 
field to  "  grant  unto  the  inhabitants  of  Pequonnoke  as  much 
of  their  county  revenues  by  customs,  fines,  etc.,  as  much  as 
their  rates  should  come  to  towards  the  maintainance  of  the 
grammar  school  at  Fairfield." 

At  the  same  time  the  court  at  Fairfield  were  recommended 
"  to  improve  so  much  of  their  county  revenues  as  they  can 
spare  for  the  settlement  and  encouragement  of  a  grammar 
school  there." 

The  boundaries  of  this  settlement,  or  plantation  as  it  was 
called,  were  not  definitely  fixed  till  the  year  1701, when  the  Gen- 
eral Court  established  them  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Strat- 
fiekl  Parish.  The  territory  embraced  was  included  between 
the  Pequonnock  river  on  the  east  and  what  is  now  known  as 
Moody's  Mill  on  the  west,  bordering  on  the  Sound  and  ex- 
tending as  far  north  as  the  northern  limit  of  Fairfield.  The 
next  year  the  constables  of  Fairfield  and  Stratford  were  di- 
rected to  pay  to  the  authorities  at  Stratfield  their  share  of  the 
school  monies  arising  from  the  annual  tax  of  forty  shillings 
to  the  thousand  pounds. 

The  particulars  of  the  first  school  house  or  teachers  are  in- 
volved in  so  much  of  doubt  that  they  cannot  be  found.  A 
school  how^e,  prob(f ft/ >/  the  second,  was  built  in  1708  ]iear  the 
junction  of  the  present  Fark  avenue  and  Pequonnock  street, 
not  far  from  the  present  Old  South  school.  Among  the  first 
schopl  masters  of  those  times  was  AVm.  Rogers,  whose  agree- 
ment with  the  connnittee,  Samiu;l  Hubb(>ll  and  ]>enjamin 
Fayerweather,  made  in  1710,  is  still  extant.  A  noted  master 
after  this  time  was  John  Wheeler,  who  taught  for  many  years 
and  was  held  in  high  esteem  and  universally  known  as  -'Mast^u* 
Wheeler."  His  salary  in  1731)  tor  teaching  a  smni\ier  school 
was  ,£(>I3.  As  the  currency  was  much  de[)reciated  at  tliat  time 
it  was  not  so  large;  as  at  lir.st  tnii^ht  ai>pear.  Thi-  .second 
school  was  formed  in  17;^S  and  the  house  built  near  the  pres- 
ent site  of  the  I'oilsome  Kill  school  house  in  I'.iirlirld.  The 


21 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 


third  school  was  estabhshed  in  17")4  Dear  the  upper  end  of 
Sport  Hill,  in  the  pre.sent  town  of  Easton.  Tliis  was,  prob- 
ably discontinued,  as  the  records  sliow  that  in  ITGB  the  society 
voted  to  establisli  a  third  scliool  in  a  private  hoiise,  the  loca- 
tion of  which  the  writer  has  not  been  able  to  determine. 

In  1766  the  General  Court  passed  a  law  authorizing  each 
town  and  society  *'  to  divide  themselves  into  proper  and 
necessary  districts  for  keeping  their  schools,  and  to  alter  and 
regulate  the  same  from  time  to  time  as  they  sliall  have  oc- 
casion :  which  districts  shall  draw  their  equal  proportion  of  all 
public  monies  belonging  to  sucli  town  or  societies,  according 
to  the  list  of  each  respective  districts  therein." 

In  accordance  with  this  law  the  Stratfield  society  the  fc^Uow- 
ing  year  estabHshed  three  districts,  called  the  North,  ^[iddle 
and  South. 

3?he  boundary  line  between  the  Middle  and  South  districts 
was  a  little  north  of  Beecli's  Woods.  The  general  direction 
of  this  line  was  from  east  to  west. 

The  boundary  between  the  ^Middle  and  North  districts  can- 
not now  be  determined  witli  any  degree  of  certainty. 

In  1770  eacJi  district  was  requested  to  maintain  tlie  school 
for  five  or  six  montli.s.  and  any  district  tliat  would  maintain  its 
school  for  the  ])alance  of  the  year  was  encoura^^ed  to  do  so  l\v 
the  oiler  of  a  share  of  tlie  })ubli(',  money  towards  its  sn])p()rt. 

The  schools  continued  to  be  managed  l)y  tlie  commiltees 
chosen  l)y  the  parish  at  the  annual  meeting  till  17^^(').  when  a 
scliool  society  was  formed  in  accordance  with  a  law  enactinl 
the  })revious  yea)\  v.'hich  provided  tliat  the  interest  on  monies 
r(H.'eive(l  from  tlie  sale  of  the  lands  of  tlie  "AVesiein  Ih-scrvr 
should  be  'paiil  school  societies  aiMnirdiiig  to  the  list  of  polls 
and  i-ateable  esture  of  sii'  li  societit^s  respectivi-ly."  Tlies(» 
lands  were  sold  for  Sl.'iOO.OOO,  whicii  formed  the  foundation 
of  th(;  ])resent  State  school  fund.  'I'his  society  continued  in 
existenct^  till  lS.')i;.  when  with  the  other  s<-ho.)l  soci«>ties  in  the 
State,  it  was  abolished  aiul  its  projierty  and  ( >bli',^at ions  trans 
ferred  to  the  town.  It  would  a]>pear  that  the  si-huol  housrs 
in  the  Old  South  and  Toilsome^  districts  had  Ihu-oiik'  nntlt  for 
use  thi'oii;^!)  ag(>  or  sonw  other  eansc.  ;is  in  17'.M^  eomniittees 
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were  appointed  to  fix  the  stake"  for  builclinfif  new  houses  in 
each  of  these  districts.  The  sarne  year  the  records  show  that 
a  motion  was  made  That  a  school  of  an  hi^jfher  order  be  es- 
tablished." but  "the  vote  was  negatived."  The  next  year  it  was 
"Voted  that  all  Paiisli  business  in  future  be  done  at  the  an- 
nual society's  meetiuo;  and  managed  by  the  society's  commit 
tee,"  thus  bringing  the  managouu  nt  of  parish  and  school  busi- 
ness again  under  the  control  of  one  organization  as  it  had  for- 
merly been  under  the  old  ecclesiastical  society.  In  accordance 
with  the  law  of  the  State  re<iuiring  these  school  societies  to 
appoint  *•  overseers  or  visitors.  "  whose  duties  were  similar  to 
what  are  now  required  of  acting  visitors,  the  Strattield  society 
in  1801  appointed  one  visitor  for  each  of  the  following  districts  : 
Bridgeport,  Old  South.  IsLind  lirook.  Toilsome  and  North. 

No  hint  is  given  in  the  records  of  the  boundaries  of  any  of 
these  districts,  nor  when  the  Bridgeport  or  IsLmd  Brook  dis- 
tricts were  oi'ganized. 

Reference  is  made  in  tlie  recoi-ds  of  the  Bridgepoii  district 
to  a  tract  of  land  that  was  conveyed  to  the  district  in  17S0. 
which  shows  it  must  have  been  organized  pr{^vious  to  that 
date. 

The  first  school  house  ercct^^al  in  tliis  disti'ict  was  an  octag- 
onal l)rick  structure,  standing  on  tlx-  site  of  the  building  on 
State  street,  now  occnpicnl  by  ^Morrison  V.'ell.'^  as  a  sadvlle 
and  harness  factory.  'J'his  building  was  afterwards  takt-n 
down  and  in  its  ])l;ice  a  wooden  o]iv  built  in  1S27  on  the'  same 
site.  This  hous<'  in  turn  gave  way  in  1S.")()  to  the  brick  build 
ing  now  oc(Mi})ied  by  the  lirm  })reviousIy  nu-ntioned.  'I'hi-^ 
was  used  for  school  ])urposes  till  the  erection  of  the  Prospiu't 
street  building  in  ISCO. 

In  1S41  authority  was  givfu  by  tlx-  State  to  the  Stiattii  ld 
society  to  maintain  a  sdiool  »-\<'ht'-:i vcly  for  coloit"!!  cliildr.  n 
and  to  s('t  apart  \'<>r  its  maiiitainani-c  a  [)ro  ra.ta  .share  of  tlu' 
public  money.  This  school  was  organized  by  the  Jb-idgcj^orf 
district  and  occupied  a  l>uilding  on  (Iregory  stiia^t  till  ISTl. 
when  tlie  scliool  was  t!an>fenr(l  to  a  room  in  tlie  wing  of  the 
l'rosj)ect  street  sdiool  li()nse.  wliich  liad  rec»Mitly  been  addt  tl. 
'J'liis  was  ctmtinned  us  a  se[)arale  nngravUd  school  till  tlie 
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fall  of  1S7(),  when  the  pupils  were  placoil  in  their  proper 
grades  in  the  different  rooms  of  the  same  building. 

In  1845  the  Bridgeport  district  was  divided  and  the  north- 
ern part  formed  the  Golden  Hill  district.  That  district  built 
the  house  still  standing  on  the  north  side  of  High  street. 
In  1851  the  Bridgeport  district  was  again  divided  and  the 
western  part  called  Division  district.  The  school  of  this 
district  occupied  a  building  on  Lewis  street  till  it  was  sold 
in  1871,  wlien  the  school  was  transferred  to  the  building 
on  Pros})ect  street  at  the  same  time  with  the  school  for 
colored  children  previously  mentioneil.  At  this  time  the  dis- 
trict was  abolished  and  ])art  of  the  territory  was  assigned  to 
the  Bridgeport  district  and  the  rest  to  the  Old  South. 

In  18."jS  the  Bridgeport  district,  after  an  exciting  discussion, 
voted  to  abolish  the  bills  for  tuition  or  "  rate  bills  '  as  they 
were  called.  Till  that  time,  as  in  the  other  districts,  the  ex- 
pense of  maintaining  the  scliools  beyond  wliat  was  received 
from  the  school  fund  was  assessed  i>ro  lata  u]'>on  the  pupils 
attending  the  school.  Hence  tlie  term  "rate  l)ill."  This  ac- 
tion of  the  Bi'idgeport  distri<-t  in  making  their  school  free  to  all 
living  in  the  limits  ^)^  tlie  district  was  the  juore  noteworthy,  as 
it  was  to/  i/(ar.<  ]U'evious  to  tlie  law  enacted  l)y  tlie  State  mak- 
ing it  compulsory  u|)on  all  tlie  towns  to  snpjiort  free  schools. 

The  hrst  house  occu[)ied  by  tli<^  Island  Ih'ook  school  w;is 
built  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  c(Mituiy,  near  the  junction 
of  liindh'V  street  and  North  avcnur.  Some  time  in  the  tirst 
part  of  the  present  century  a  new  house  was  erected  on  the 
south  sid<^  of  North  avenue,  near  tlie  present  house  of  Albert 
AVakeman.  'I'iiis  building  gave  way  to  another  that  was 
built  in  IS^'i  on  the  same  side  of  North  avenue  but  fur- 
ther west  than  the  j^revious  ^^\\<\  This  house  wa.-^  destroyt'd 
l)y  lire. in  1870.  'I'his  disti  iet  had  Imch  div  i.h  il  in  1S.S7  and 
the  nortliei  ii  pari  called  !*<•. pn  »nn. >ck.  'i'he  lat  ter  di<t  i  iet  bnilt 
a  small  wooden  house  itet\s<  <  n  the  prt  -.  lit  depot  at  N»»rth 
l^ridgeport  and  the  Cliureh  of  the  Nativity.  After  th.^  df- 
struetion  of  th«>  Island  Ibitok  liousr  in  ls7(>  the  tuc  districts 
were  unit<'d  and  the  whoh'  eaUed  Nhmd  IbMok.  A  new  house 
<»f  wood  was  ereeted  on  the  sit<'  of  the  picst  nt  school  hon>^e 
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on  the  north  side  of  Xorth  avenue.  This  building  was  also 
destroyed  by  an  incendiary  lire  on  tlie  nig'ht'of  June  21,  1877. 
The  school  Avas  continued  in  the  stone  building  adjoining  the 
Church  of  the  Nativity  till  the  present  brick  building  ^vas 
ready  for  occu])ancy  in  the  late  fall  of  the  same  year. 

In  1847  the  north-eastern  part  of  the  Old  South  district 
was  set  oft'  and  formed  Washington  district.  The  school  of 
this  district  first  occupied  a  l)uilding  erected  for  it  on  the 
north  side  of  the  present  Leverty  street.  In  18G0  the  dis- 
tnct  purchased  a  building  that  was  previously  occupied  by  a 
parochial  school,  standing  on  the  west  side  of  Washington 
avenue,  near  James  street.  The  school  continued  in  tliis 
building  till  187:],  when  it  was  removed  to  tlie  present  build- 
ing on  Pecpionnock  stre  et. 

In  1848  Island  Brook  was  agnin  divided  and  the  southern 
part  called  the  Shelton  Union  district.  The  first  name  was 
afterward  omitted,  and  it  has  l)eeri  nn)re  generally  known  l\v 
the  name  of  l'ni(m  simply.  ♦  Tlie  lust  school  house  erected 
])y  this  district  was  located  on  the  east  side  of  Xortli  Wash- 
ington avenue,  near  its  junction  with  Commercial  and  Thom]>- 
son  streets.  Its  scliool  occupies]  this  building  till  1S(;0  when 
it  was  transferred  to  the  ])resent  Imihling  on  Grand  street. 

In  IS'iO  the  Stratlield  school  so<>iety  again  voted  That  it 
is  expedient  to  take  measures  for  establishing  a  High  Sclun^l." 
This  vote  does  n(^t  scmmu  to  liavc^  borne  more  fruit  tlian  tlu^ 
previous  one.  \ud(^ss  the  scliool  that  was  taught  in  the  up]>er 
story  of  the  ])uildiiig  that  belonged  to  the  iJritlgeport  district 
on  State  street  could  b(>  considered  a  high  school. 

AVlieii  Ih  idgepoi  l  was  incorporated  as  a  town  in  1821  thei  t^ 
were  two  school  districts  in  the  territory  (>ast  of  the  IVuphHi 
nof-k  l  iver.  The  nortlu-rn.  called  I'embroke.  was  estai>lish<Hl  in 
the  latter  ])ai-t  of  the  lust  ceiitmy.  ;iml  <'rected  the  house  ».n  tlic 
"Kings  Highway,"'  on  '"Old  Mill  (liceii.  "  which  is  still  used 
for  school  [)Ur])oses.  Tin-  southern  section  w;is  called  New 
pMsture  Point  and  I)uilt  its  fust  school  Iiounc  in  17'.^i!  ou  the 
east  si<li' of  whal  is  now  Known  as  l]ast  .Main  stri>et.  I'etwxfU 
Stratfor<l  avenii.'  and  l*iei|><iint  stieet.  In  bS,')*)  it  elected 
the  iuii'lv  bnildm^rcn  Nich(»|s  si  reel,  which  has  bc'ii  u-ed  for 
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school  purposes  since  that  time.  About  the  same  time  the 
name  of  the  district  was  chaii^i^ed  to  East  Bridgeport.  This 
district  was  divided  about  1847  and  the  north-easteni  part 
called  AValtersTille.  The  first  school  house  of  the  Walters- 
ville  district  was  a  wooden  buiidinp^  sta7idino-  on  the  comer  of 
Pembroke  and  Idrdlam  streets.  This  was  destroyed  by  tire  in 
ISGr^.  The  district  erected  in  1800  tlie  brick  l)nilding-  on 
Hamilton  street  which  lias  been  used  for  school  purposes  since 
that  time.    Tiiis  building  v*-as  enlarged  by  two  wings  in  l^<;8. 

The  Barnnni  district  was  organized  in  1S51  and  formrd 
partly  from  the  New  Pasture  Point  and  partly  from  l*embr^)]a' 
district.  The  first  school  house  was  erected  on  the  corner  of 
Barnvun  and  Park  streets.  This  building  was  removed  m  1S('>-1- 
to  its  present  location  on  Xoble  street.  This  district  erei-ted 
tliC  brick  school  houses  on  Sterling  and  Jane  strc^ets  in  1872. 

In  1870  the  Black  Pock  district  was  transferred  from  Fair- 
field to  Bridgeport.  This  district  was  established  in  1780  auil 
erected  its  tirst  school  liouse  in*the  highway  in  front  of  the 
present  ])uilding  where  it  stood  r.ntil  the  lirst  ])art  of  this 
centnry,  when  a  second  one  was  built  on  the  site  of  th^  prcs 
ent  one.    This  was  removed  and  the  present  one  l>uilt  in  18r)7. 

These  eleven  distiicts  continued  to  manage  their  own 
schools  under  the  snpervision  of  the  Board  of  School  \  isi- 
tors  till  187()  when  the  town  voted  to  abolish  the  separate 
districts  and  place  the  schools  under  the  direction  (»f  the 
]>oard  of  Kducation."^ 

coNcr.rsrox. 

In  closing  this  report  it  is  pleasant  to  acknowhvlge  tlu' 
many  courtesies  e.\tended  by  all  with  whom  oiVu-ial  dnty  has 
ass(K'iated  me  during  the  past  year. 

Attention  is  invited  to  tin-  tables  accom])anyiiig  this  r(>porl. 

Pespectfnlly  subn- i t ted, 

-  H.  :\r.  1[ai:i:in..ton.  Su/.f.  nf  Sr}„u,L<. 

l^unMiKi'oKT,  Angust  i).  1880. 

^'^M^r  vvritor  d.'sirrs  \o  rotnrn  tliaiiks  t..  Cavl.  -Tohi.  l^r'^''*^"**  ;'''';'''t,|;T'' 
St..p>...n  Ni.  hoK  A.ulr^-sv  K.  J..y.  It.  II.  I.W.  (i.  o  W.  H.y.v..  and  n,  ,.  i.  v  ho  I, 
kih.llv  uiv.-u  iiiL^niiation  tlmt  has  1..  .-n  u.—  l  in  th..  pn  imratmn  nt  Ji.is  ,k.  I.  li     I  -  1j.mii- 
.l.Tsp.oi:il  <.l.li«;itiuu  ic.  M.t.i.  Hux-ks  vvl.n  i:.-ii.  r..ur.ly  jl:.'         ol  I.ih  i.-.t- . 

pi.  pari'.l  tor  the  loi  thouiniiiK  lust.>ry  of  rutrti.  liU;ouiit.v.-n.  M.  M. 
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